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PREFACE. 



*• The physiognomy of a government," says De 
Torqiicville, "can best be judged in its colonies, 
for there its characteristic traits usually appear 
Linger and more distinct. When I wish to judge 
of the .opirit and the faults of the administration 

i»i Iy>ui:* XIV. J I must go to Canada. Its deform- 
irv is ih».*re s<'en as through a microscope." 

The ini»narchical administration of France, at 
tlje hei^rht of its power and at the moment of 
it* •supreme triumph, stretched an arm across the 
A-liiniic and grasped the North American conti- 
nent. This volume attempts to show by what 
m»*tli<Hls it strove to make good its hold, Avhy it 
a< liifved a certain kind of success, and Avhy it 
failf<l at last. The politicid system Avhich has 
f.illrn, and the antagonistic system which has pre- 
v;iil«**l. set?rn, at first sight, to offer nothing but 
<Miritr:L'-ts; yet out of the tomb of Canadian abso- 
l.itUin come voices not without suggestion even to 
u*. Kxtrcmes meet, and Autocracy and Democ- 
nry often touch hands, at least in their vices. 
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The means of knowing the Canada of the past 
are ample. The pen was always busy in this out- 
post of the old monarchy. The king and the min- 
ister demanded to know every thing ; and officials 
of high and low degree, soldiers and civilians, 
friends and foes, poured letters, despatches, and 
memorials, on both sides of every question, into 
the lap of government. These masses of paper 
have in the main survived the perils of revolutions 
and the incendiary torch of the Commune. Add 
to them the voluminous records of the Superior 
Council of Quebec, and numerous other documents 
preserved in the civil and ecclesiastical depositories 
of Canada. 

The governments of New York and of Canada 
have caused a large part of the papers in the 
French archives, relating to their early history, to 
be copied and brought to America, and valuable 
contributions of material from the same quarter 
have been made by the State of Massachusetts and 
by private Canadian investigators. Nevertheless, 
a great deal has still remained in France, uncopied 
and unexplored. In the course of several visits to 
that country, I have availed myself of these sup 
plementary papers, as well as of those which had 
before been copied, sparing neither time nor pains 
to explore every part of the field. With the help 
of a system of classified notes, I have collated the 
evidence of the various writers, and set down 
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without resen-o all the results of the examination, 
whether favoral)Ie or unfavorable. Some of them 
are of a character which I regret, since tliey cannot 
be afrreeable to persons for whom I have a very 
conlial n»jranl. The conclusions drawn from the 
fart* may be matter of opinion, but it will be 
remembered that the facts themselves can be 
overthrown only by overthrowing the evidence 
on which they rest, or bringing forward counter- 
evidence of equal or greater strength ; and neither 
ta>k will lx» found an e:u<v one.^ 

I have received most valuable aid in my inqui- 
ri«»s fmm the great knowledge and experience of 
M. Pifrre Mar«rrv, Chief of the Archives of the 
Marine an<l Colonies at Paris. I beg also Avarmly 
to a<-knn\vh»dgt» the kind otli(*es of Abbe Henri 
K:iyni(»n<l ( as^rrain and Grand Vi(*ar Cazeau, of 
(^k*!m*c, tn;^cther with those of James Ix^Moine, 
Hmj.. M. Kugr*ne Tachc, Hon. P. J. (). Chauveau, 
and other eminent Canadians, and Henry Ilar- 

The few cxtra(*ts from original documents, which 
are |»rint4Ml in the appendix, may serve as samples 
of tin* material out of which the work has been 
roH'^tructed. In some instances their testimony 

• T»i»»i- who »t«»» to MK* the nuhjiM't from a point of vlow opposite to 
T !. . .11.11 it •!■• helt*T iIkui r<>fi<>iilt tlio work of the .h»*«iii < Mmrlevoix, 
« •■. :'.i- f \i«'llfHt •iii»o':r.ioM of Mr. S'ie:i. ( Hi«t'irv :in'I <lriu'ral I>e- 
• ■ -.1 ■.». .1 Niw KmM. f. hv ihi« Uev. IV K. X. »Ir CharUv.Hx. S J . tran». 
iAU 1 Wilh iiotin li\ John Giliuar^ Shvii. »'» voU. New York : lt*00-lJi72.) 
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might be multiplied twenty-fold. When the place 
of deposit of the documents cited in the margin 
is not otherwise indicated, they will, in nearly all 
cases, be found in the Archives of the Marine 
and Colonies. 

In the present book we examine the political 
and social machine; in the next volume of the 
series we shall see this machine in action. 



Boston, July 1, 1874. 
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THE PERIOD OP TRANSITION. 



CHAPTER L 

1653-1658. 
THE JESUITS AT ONONDAGA. 
rBs iBOQrom War. — Fathbr Pohcbt. — Hii ADTCHTiniBS. — 

Jl«llT Il4t|.I»^KAft. — L» MoTHE's MiS^IOX. — ClIAlTMONOT AND 

1»^iiLi»v — Irimuois FkRociTT. — Thb Moiiawk Kidnappers. — 
< KiTiCAL IV>*nioN. — Tub Colont of Onondaga. — Speech of 

< H»( M<»Mi»T. — OsiKNfl OF DESTRt'CTlOIT. — DbvICB OF TUB j£»- 

t IT4. — Tub Mbdicinb Fbast — Tub Kscapb. 

Ix the summer of 1C53, all Canada turned to 
:a.*tinir and {K^nance, processions, vows, and suppli- 
ratinns. The saints and the Virgin were beset with 
..iiifiL^ing prayer. The wretched little colony was 
l.k»/ M)iuo puny garrison, starving and sick, com- 
{..i--M*<l with inveterate foes, supplies cut off, and 

• .i« «*or hojKdess. 

At Montreal, the advance guard of the setlle- 
::*«-n:s, a sort of Castle Dangerous, held by about 
l.rry Frirnrhinen, and said by a j)ious writer of the 

• :.iy to exist only by a continuous niirarl(\ some 
t.vii hundred Iro(|uois fell upon twenty-six French- 
:.*»*n. The Christians were outmatched, ei;iht to 
ijii*: ; but, says the chronicle, the Queen of Heaven 
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was on their side, and the Son of Mary refuses 
nothing to his holy mother.^ Through her inter- 
cession, the Iroquois shot so wildly that at their 
first fire every bullet missed its mark, and they 
met with a bloody defeat. The palisaded settle- 
ment of Three Rivers, though in a position less 
exposed than that of Montreal, was in no less 
jeopardy. A noted war-chief of the Mohawk Iro- 
quois had been captured here the year before, and 
put to death ; and his tribe swarmed out, like a 
nest of angry hornets, to revenge him. Not con- 
tent with defeating and killing the commandant, 
Du Plessis Bochart, they encamped during winter 
in the neighboring forest, watcliing for an oppor- 
tunity to surprise the place. Hunger drove them 
off, but they returned in spring, infesting every 
field and pathway ; till, at length, some six hundred 
of their warriors landed in secret and lay hidden in 
the depths of the woods, silently biding their time. 
Having failed, however, in an artifice designed to 
lure the French out of their defences, they showed 
themselves on all sides, plundering, burning, and 
destroying, up to the palisades of the fort.* 

Of the three settlements which, with their feeble 
dependencies, then comprised the whole of Canada, 
Quebec was least exposed to Indian attacks, being 
partially covered by Montreal and Three Rivers. 
Nevertheless, there was no safety this year, even 



t Ix; Mercior, liehttion, 1653, 3. 

2 So bent were they od taking; the place, that they broufrht their 
families, in order to make a permanent settlement. — Marie de I'lncamar 
tion, Littre da 6 Sept., 1653. 
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under the cannon of Fort St. Louis. At Cap 
Rouge, a few miles above, the Jesuit Poncet saw 
a poor woman who had a patch of corn beside her 
cabin, but could find nobody to harvest it. The 
father went to seek aid, met one Mathurin 
Franchetot, whom he persuaded to undertake the 
charitable task, and was returning with him, when 
they both fell into an ambuscade of Iroquois, who 
fteized them and dragged them oflF. Thirty-two 
men embarked in canoes at Quebec to follow the 
retreating savages and rej^cue the prisoners. Push- 
ing rapidly up the St. Lawrence, they approached 
Tliree Rivers, found it beset by the Mohawks, 
ami bravely threw themselves into it, to the great 
inv of its defenders and discouraji^ement of the 
a.<^^ilant.4. 

Meanwhile, the intercession of the Virgin wrought 
n»*w mar^•els at Montreal, and a bright ray of hope 
Iwanied forth from the darkness and the storm to 
clifer the hearts of her votaries. It was on the 
I'^ith of June that sixty of the Onondaga Iroquois 
apjKS'ired in sight of the fort, shouting from a dis- 
T;in<v that they came on an errand of peace, and 
a.-king safe-conduct for some of their number. 
^Iim'i. seal ping-knives, tomahawks, were all laid 
a*i«!f : and, with a confidence truly astonishing, a 
fl«'putation of chiefs, naked and defenceless, came 
into the midst of those whom tliov had betraved 
•«» oftrn. The French had a mind to soizo tluMU, 
and pay them in kind for past treachery ; but they 
n»fniined. seeing in this wondrous change of lusirt 
the manifest hand of Heaven. Nevertheless, it can 
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be explained without a miracle. The Iroquois, or, 
at least, the western nations of their league, had 
just become involved in war with their neighbors 
the Eries,^ and " one war at a time " was the sage 
maxim of their policy. 

All was smiles and blandishment in the fort at 
Montreal ; presents were exchanged, and the depu- 
ties departed, bearing home golden reports of the 
French. An Oneida deputation soon followed ; but 
the enraged Mohawks still infested Montreal and 
beleaguered Three Rivers, till one of their prin- 
cipal chiefs and four of their best warriors were 
captiured by a party of Christian Hurons. Then, 
seeing themselves abandoned by the other nations 
of the league and left to wage the war alone, they, 
too, made overtures of peace. 

A grand council was held at Quebec. Speeches 
were made, and wampum-belts exchanged. The 
Iroquois left some of their chief men as pledges of 
sincerity, and two young soldiers offered them- 
selves as reciprocal pledges on the part of the 
French. The war was over ; at least Canada had 
found a moment to take breath for the next 
struggle. The fur trade was restored again, with 
promise of plenty ; for the beaver, profiting by the 
quarrels of their hiunan foes, had of late greatly 
multiplied. It was a change from death to life ; 
for Canada lived on the beaver, and, robbed of this, 



1 See Jesaits in North America, 438. Tlie Iroquois, it will be remem- 
bered, consisted of five "nations," or tribes, — tlie Mohawks, Oneidas, 
Onondagas, Cayugas, and Senecas. For an account of them, see the 
work just cited, Introduction. 
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ber only sustenance, had been dying slowly since 
the strife began. ^ 

*• Yestenlay," writes Father Le Mercier, " all was 
dejection and gloom ; to-day, all is smiles and 
piyety. On Wednesday, massacre, burning, and 
|>illa};e; on Thursday, gifts and visits, as among 
friemk. If the Iroquois have their hidden designs, 
80, too, has God. 

•*0n the day of the Visitation of the Holy 
Virgin, the chief, Aontarisati,* so regretted by the 
Irwjuois, was taken prisoner by our Indians, in- 
''•nirted by our fathers, and baptized ; and, on the 
^me day, being put to death, he ascended to 
beaven. I doubt not that he thanked the Virgin 
for his misfortune and the blessing that followed, 
W'l that he praved to God for his countrymen. 

'^The i>eople of Montreal made a solemn vow to 
Hebnite pul>licly the fete of this mother of all 
Wessiiigs; whereupon the Iroquois came to lusk for 

'* It was on the day of the Assumption of this 
Q»Hi»n of anjrels and of men that the Ilurons took 
at Montreal that other famous Irocjuois chief, whose 
t«ipture rausi'd the Mohawks to seek our alliance. 

'• < )n tlie day wlien the Church lionors the Nativity . 
of the Holy Virgin, the Irocpiois granted Father 



• Aj-mrlina to T^ Merrier, l»ea\er to the Tnlue of from 200,000 to 
ttfi'tii iivrr* WW* v«'iirly brought <l«>wn to tin* i-ol«>nv U'fore the «k'!«truc- 
t- ^ 'i tJu- nuriifm ( l^ii'f-riii). Thrvf M-ar** lafiT. im>i one beaver nkin 
««• liroti^ht to M«mtn*iil during r twilvi'iuonth. and Tlirei* Itivers and 
i^jrl«c had bareljr enough tu |«y for keeping the fortiticntiont ia 
f«^ f 

* Tlie chief whote demtb liad so enraged the Moliawkt. 
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A>iKt;i Ills life ; and he, or rather the Holy Virgin 
.»»!* iic Iioly angels, labored so well in the work of 
<avv, ihat on St. Michael's Dav it was resolved in 
.^ .uuiicil of the elders that the father should be 
.x;4Kiucicd to Quebec, and a lasting treaty made 
vwiii the French."^ 

lla|)[jy as was this consummation. Father Poncet's 
!KiiIk lo it had been a thorny one. He has left us 
;us own rueful story, written in obedience to the 
vOiiiuiaiid of his superior. He and his companion 
lU inis^'ry had been hurried through the forests, 
liom l\ip Rouge on the St. Lawrence to the Indian 
lowu.s on the Mohawk. He tells us how he slept 
;iiuong dank weeds, dropping with the cold dew; 
how frightful colics assailed him as he waded waist- 
ilccp thi-ough a mountain stream ; how one of his 
iVct Wits blistered and one of his legs benumbed ; 
how an Indian snatched away his reliquary and lost 
the precious contents. " I had," he says, " a picture 
of Stiint Ignatius with our Lord bearing the cross, 
and another of Our Lady of Pity surrounded by the 
five wounds of her Son. They were my joy and 
uiy consolation ; but I hid them in a bush, lest the 
Indians should hiugh at them." He kept, however, 
a little image of the crown of thorns, in which he 
found great comfort, as well as in communion with 
his patron saints, Saint Kaphael, Saint Martha, and 
Siiint Joseph. On one occasion he asked these celes- 
tial friends for something to soothe his thirst, and 
for a bowl of broth to revive his strength. Scarcely 
had he framed the petition when an Indian gave 

I Ittlation, 1CG3, 18. 
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him ^nic wild plums ; and in the evening, as he lay 
fainiin^ on the ground, another brought him the 
coveted broth. Weary and forlorn, he reached at 
U>i the lower Mohawk town, where, after being 
stnppe<], and, with his companion, forced to run 
the giiuntlet, he was placed on a scaffold of bark, 
wrounded by a crowd of grinning and mocking 
wvajre.'*. As it began to rain, they took him into 
oiie of their lodges, and amused themselves by 
nukiiijr Iiim dunce, sing, and perform various fan- 
ta.^tic tricks for their amusement. He seems to 
have done his best to please them ; " but," adds 
the chronicler, " I will say in passing, thjit as he 
Ji'l not succeed to their liking in these buffooneries 
^'n'HrU'S], they would have put him to death, if a 
yu.iii:: Huron pri.soner had not offered himself to 
Ml::. <l;in<H^', an<l make wry faces in place of the 
iiither. who liad never learned the trade." 

llaviu;: sutliciently amused themselves, they left 
h:ui fur a time in pea^e ; when an old one-eyed 
In«ii.in a|)|>roaehed, took his hands, examined them, 
i^ltM'tt-d the left foix'finger, and calling a child four 
••r live yeai-s ohl, gave him a knife, and told him 
*" «iit it off, wliieh the imp proceeded to do, his 
^■' *im iin*an\vliile singing the Vejcifla Jicr/ls. After 
*'»•* i»reliiniuurv, thev would have burned him, like 
Jrunlii'tot, his unfortunate companion, had not a 
**i'iaw ha]ipily adopted him in ])hice, as he says, of 
a 'Itii-aMMl brother. lie was installed at once in 
tlif lii.!;^r,. (,f his new relatives, where, bereft of 
<"»«rv t'A'r of Christian clothin;^, and attired in le;^- 
piiN iiUH:caMns, and a greiu^y shirt, the astonished 
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father saw himself transformed into an Iroquois. 
But his deliverance was at hand. A special agree- 
ment providing for it had formed a part of the treaty 
concluded at Quebec ; and he now learned that he 
was to be restored to his countrymen. After a 
march of almost intolerable hardship, he saw him- 
self once more among Christians ; Heaven, as he 
modestly thinks, having found him imworthy of 
martyrdom. 

" At last," he writes, " we reached Montreal on 
the 21st of October, the nine weeks of my captivity 
being accomplished, in honor of Saint Michael and 
all the holy angels. On the 6th of November the 
Iroquois who conducted me made their presents to 
confirm the peace ; and thus, on a Sunday evening, 
eighty-and-one days after my capture, — that is to 
say, nine times nine days, — this great business of 
the peace was happily concluded, the holy angels 
si lowing by this number nine, whicK is specially 
dedicated to them, the part they bore in this holy 
work.'*^ This incessant supematuralism is the key 
to the early history of New France. 

Peace was made ; but would peace endure ? 
There was little chance of it, and this for several 
reasons. First, the native fickleness of the Iro- 
quois, who, astute and politic to a surprising degree, 
were in certain respects, like all savages, mere 
grown-up children. Next, their total want of con- 
trol over their fierce and capricious young warriors, 
any one of whom could break the peace with im- 

^ Poncet in Rehtion, 1658. 17. On Poncet's captivitj, see also MoraU 
Pratique de» J^mtes, Tol. xxxiv. (4to) chap. xii. 
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punit y whenever he saw fit ; and, above all, the 
^^^)Dl^ probability that the Iroquois had made 
piaiv in onler, under cover of it, to butcher or 
kiiiiwj) the unliappy remnant of the Hurons who 
Were living, under French protection, on the island 
or Orleans, immediately below Quebec. I have 
alfiNnIy told the story of the destruction of this 
\n)\)l\} and of the Jesuit missions established among 
them.* The conquerors were eager to complete 
ilivir MoikIv triumph by seizing upon the refugees 
of Orleans, killing the elders, and strengthening 
tlivir o\\u tribes Ijy the adoption of the women, 
cbildn-n, and youths. The Mohawks and the 
(>i»oin1a^'us were competitors for the prize. Each 
o»\.ttMl the Huron colony, and each was jealous 
I»M hi- rival should ])ounce upon it first. 

Winn the Mohawks brought home Poncet, they 
ct.\i rtly ;rave wampum-belts to the Huron chiefs, 
inl invited them to remove to their villages. It 
^ L-the wolfs invitation to the lamb. The Hurons, 
aj!i;i-T with tern)r, went secretly to the Jesuits, 
a'i'i toM tln-m that demons had whispered in their 
♦••l^ an invitation to destruction. So helpless were 
'"''l the Hurons and their French supporters, that 
^•i»v -aw no recourse but dissimulation. The 
H .n»n< ]>roniised to go, and only sought excuses 
^'^ L':iin time. 

Tlir < )nnnda^'a.<^ had a deeper plan. Tlieir towTis 
'♦•n* alpady full of Huron captives, former con- 
Wt^ of the Jesuits, cherishing their memory and 
^jn>tantly repeating their praises. Hence their 

1 Jctttiu in North Americm. 
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tyrants conceived the idea that by planting at 
Onondaga a colony of Frenchmen under the direc- 
tion of these beloved fathers, the Hurons of Orleans, 
disarmed of suspicion, might readily be led to join 
them. Other motives, as we shall see, tended to 
the same end, and the Onondaga deputies begged, 
or rather demanded, that a colony of Frenchmen 
should be sent among them. 

Here was a dilenuna. Was not this, like the 
Mohawk invitation to the Hurons, an invitation to 
butchery? On the other hand, to refuse would 
probably kindle the war afresh. The Jesuits had 
long nursed a project bold to temerity. Their 
great IIui»n mission was ruined; but might not 
another be built up among the authors of this ruin, 
and the Iroquois themselves, tamed by the power 
of the Faith, be annexed to the kingdoms of Heaven 
and of France ? Thus woidd peace be restored to 
Canada, a barrier of fire opposed to the Dutch and 
Enj!;lish heretics, and the power of the Jesuits 
viu«tly increiu?ed. Yet the time was hardly ripe 
for such an attempt. Before thrusting a head into 
the tiger's jaws, it would be well to try the eflFect 
of thrusting in a hand. They resolved to compro- 
mise with the danger, and before risking a colony 
at Onondaga to send thither an envoy who could 
soothe the Indians, confirm them in pacific designs, 
and pave the way for more decisive steps. The 
choice fell on Father Simon Le Movne. 

The errand was mainly a political one ; and this 
sagacious and able priest, versed in Indian lan- 
guages and customs, was well suited to do it 
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••On the fiecond day of the month of July, the fes- 
tival of the Visitation of the Most Holy Virgin, 
ever favorable to our enterprises, Father Simon 
Le Mo\nie set out from Quebec for the country 
of the Onondaga Iroquois." In these words does 
Father Le Mercier chronicle the departure of his 
brother Jesuit. Scarcely was he gone when a band 
of Mohawks, under a redoubtable half-breed known 
•^ the Flemish Bastard, arrived at Quebec ; and, 
when they heard that the envoy was to go to the 
Onontlagas without visiting their tribe, they took 
the imagined slight in high dudgeon, displaying 
^h jealousy and ire that a letter was sent after 
Le Moyne, directing him to proceed to the Mohawk 
towns before his return. But he was already be- 
yond reaclu and the angry Mohawks were left to 
oljf^'st their wrath. 

At Montreal, Le Moyne took a canoe, a young 
Fri*nrhnian. and two or three Indians, and began 
ttiH tiiimJtuous journey of the Upper St. Lawrence. 
Nature, or habit, had taught him to love the wil- 
<ii*nK*sj* life. lie and his companions had strug- 
glt^l all day against the surges of La Chine, and 
*m* bivouacked at evening by the Liike of St. 
b'liL'i, when a cloud of mosquitoes fell upon them, 
{'Jilowi^fl bv a shower of warm rain. The father, 
**r\*:rlje<l under a tree, seems clearly to have en- 
i*'Vwl himsi'lf. *' It is a pleasure,*' he writes, " the 
^'iitst and most innocent imaginable, to have 
^0 other shelter than trees planted by Nature since 
^' creation of the world." Sometimes, during: 
^ir jouniey, this primitive tent proved insuf- 
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ficient, and they would build a bark hut or find a 
partial shelter under their inverted canoe. Now 
they glided smoothly over the sunny bosom of the 
calm and smiling river, and now strained every 
nerve to fight their slow way against the rapids, 
dragging their canoe upward in the shallow water 
by the shore, as one leads an unwilling horse by 
the bridle, or shouldering it and bearing it through 
the forest to the smoother current above. Game 
abounded ; and they saw great herds of elk quietly 
defiling between the water and the woods, with 
little heed of men, who in that perilous region 
found employment enough in hunting one another. 
At the entrance of Lake Ontario they met a 
party of Iroquois fishermen, who proved friendly, 
and guided them on their way. Ascending the 
Onondaga, they neared their destination ; and now 
all misgivings as to their reception at the Iroquois 
capital were dispelled. The inhabitants came to 
meet them, bringing roasting ears of the young 
maize and bread made of its pulp, than which they 
knew no luxury more exquisite. Their faces 
beamed welcome. Le Moyne was astonished. " I 
never," he says, " saw the like among Indians be- 
fore." They were flattered by his visit, and, for 
the moment, were glad to see him. They hoped 
for great advantages from the residence of French- 
'^en among them; and, having the Erie war on 
their hands, they wished for peace with Canada. 
One would call me brother," writes Le Moyne ; 
another, uncle; another, cousin. I never had 
«o many relations." 
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He was overjoyed to find that many of the 
Huron converts, who had long been captives at 
Chiondaga, had not forgotten the teachings of their 
Jesuit instructors. Such influence as they had 
with their conquerors was sure to be exerted in 
behalf of the French. Deputies of the Senecas, 
Ciyug^as, and Oneidas at length arrived, and, on 
the lUth of August, the criers passed through the 
town, summoning all to hear the words of Onontio. 
The naked dignitaries, sitting, squatting, or lying 
It full length, thronged the smoky hall of council. 
The father knelt and prayed in a loud voice, in- 
Toking the aid of Heaven, cursing the demons who 
ire Fpmts of discord, and calling on the tutelar 
9inM< of the country to open tlie ears of his lis- 
UnvHi. Then he opened his packet of presents 
and began his speech. " I was full two hours," 
he say*, *• in making it, speaking in the tone of 
» chief, and walking to and fro, after their fashion, 
Lki- un actor on a tlieatre." Not only did he im- 
itate the prolonged accents of tlie Iroquois orators, 
i'Ut he adopted and improved their figures of 
STi^irh, and addret*si»d tlieiu in turn by their re- 
^{^rtive trilxjs, bands, and families, calling their 
tivn of note bv name, as if he had been born amont^ 
tii-m. They were delighted ; and their ejacula- 
tion> of approval — hoh-hoh-hoh — came thick and 
i*»t at every pause of his harangue. Especially 
^ere they pleased with the eighth, ninth, tenth, 
*ai eleventh presc*nts, whereby the reverend 
';*ak»-r ^Mve to the four upper nations of the 
^'-'^'ue lour hatchets to strike their new euemies, 
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the Eries ; whfle bj another present he metaphor- 
ically daubed their faces with the war-paint. How- 
ever it may have suited the character of a Christian 
priest to hound on these savage hordes to a war 
of extermination which they had themselves pro- 
voked, it is certain that, as a politician, Le Mo^ne 
did wisely ; since in the war with the Eries lay the 
best hope of peace for the French. 

The reply of the Indian orator was friendly to 
overflowing. He prayed his French brethren to 
choose a spot on the lake of Onondaga, where they 
might dwell in the country of the Iroquois, as they 
dwelt already in their hearts. Le Moyne promised, 
and made two presents to confirm the pledge. 
Then, his mission fulfilled, he set out on his return, 
attended by a troop of Indians. As he approached 
the lake, his escort showed him a large spring of 
water, possessed, as they told him, by a bad spirit. 
Le Moyne tasted it, then boiled a little of it, and 
produced a quantity of excellent salt. He had 
discovered the famous salt-springs of Onondaga. 
Fishing and hunting, the party pursued their way 
till, at noon of the 7th of September, Le Moyne 
reached Montreal.^ 

When he reached Quebec, his tidings cheered for 
a while the anxious hearts of its tenants ; but an 
unwonted incident soon told them how hollow was 
the ground beneath their feet. Le Mojue, accom- 
panied by two Onondagas and several Hurons and 
Algonquins, was returning to Montreal, when he 
and his companions were set upon by a war-party 

1 Journal du Pkre Le Motne, ReliUion, 1654, chaps, ri. viL 
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of Mohawks. The Hurons and Algonquins were 
killed. One of the Onondagas shared their fate, 
iD(i the other, with Le Moyne himself, was seized 
m\ bound fast. The captive Onondaga, however, 
was HO loud in his threats and denunciations, that 
tlie Mohawks released both him and the Jesuit.* 
Here was a foreshadowing of civil war, Mohawk 
ijriinst Onondaga, Iroquois against Iroquois. The 
quarrel was patched up, but fresh provocations 
lere imminent. 

Tlic Mohawks took no part in the Erie war, and 
hence their hands were free to fight the French 
wd the tril>es allied with them. Reckless of their 
pruiuLios, they began a series of butcheries, fell 
i.l-»n the French at Isle aux Oios, killed a lay 
[•Hither of the Jesuits at Sillery, and attacked Mont- 
nal IIcR'. iHMUg roughly handled, they came 
f'T a tiim» to their senses, and offered terms, proin- 
>.tK To span* the French, but declaring that they 
»»"iM still wa;re war against the Ilurons and Al- 
■Joii'lii-ii-i. These were allies whom the French 
^•n- j>lr«1jri*d to protect ; but so helpless was the 
' -I'-ny. that the insolent and humiliating proffer 
^♦.* :in-»'prtMl. and another pt^ace ensued, as hollow 
^•tii«' l:i<t. The indefati«^al)le Le Movne was sent 
'•'t.V Mohawk towns to confirm it, "so far," soys 
*> 'liMiiiii'lr, ''as it is possible to confirm a peace 
'.-i'> Iiv infidrls backe<l hv heretics.*'^ The Mo- 
l^-^k* HTcivcd him with great rejoicing; yet his 

' ■» /""T f^*trt% frmof^i dr la Xouvtli'e Fiancr an l^ert Piocurewr 
^' 1/ i« :$ it* .a ( ufii/oiyiK* de Jikiu, 
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life was not safe for a moment. A warrior, feign- 
ing madness, raved through the town with uplifted 
hatchet, howling for his blood; but the saints 
watched over him and balked the machinations of 
hell. He came off alive and returned to Montreal, 
spent with famine and fatigue. 

Meanwhile a deputation of eighteen Onondaga 
chiefs arrived at Quebec. There was a grand 
council. The Onondagas demanded a colony of 
Frenchmen to dwell among them. Lauson, the 
governor, dared neither to consent nor to refuse. 
A middle course was chosen, and two Jesuits, Chau- 
monot and Dablon, were sent, like Le Mo^Tie, partly 
to gain time, partly to reconnoitre, and partly to 
confirm the Onondagas in such good intentions as 
thev miorht entertain. Chaumonot was a veteran 
of the Huron mission, who, miraculously as he him- 
self supposed, had acquired a great fluency in the 
Huron tongue, which is closely aUied to that of the 
Iroquois. Dablon, a new-comer, spoke, as yet, no 
Indian. 

Their voyage up the St. Lawrence was enlivened 
by an extraordinary bear-hunt, and by the antics 
of one of their Indian attendants, who, having 
dreamed that he had swallowed a frog, roused the 
whole camp by the gjTunastics with which he tried 
to rid liiuLself of the intruder. On approaching 
Ononrlaga, they were met by a chief who sang a 
song of welcome, a part of which he seasoned with 
touches of humor, apostrophizing the fish in the 
river Onondaga, naming each sort, great or small, 
and calling on them in turn to come into the nets 
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of the Frenchmen and sacrifice life cheerfully for 
their behoof. Hereupon there was much laughter 
imong the Indian auditors. An unwonted cleanli- 
ne?» rvigned in the town ; the streets had been 
ck-are«l of refuse, and the arched roofs of the long 
Lu:iH»5! of bark were covered with red-skinned chil- 
dnn staring at the entry of the "black robes." 
Crowds followed behind, and all was jubilation. 
The dignitaries of the tribe met them on the way, 
and jrreeted them with a speech of welcome. A 
fei*it of bear's meat awaited them; but, unhap- 
;•■';. it \v;l< Friday, and the fathers were forced 
to ab.*<taiii. 

"On Monday, the 15th of November, at nine in 
tliv iMtjniiu'^, after having; secretlv sent to Paradise 
•» 'iviiiu' infant by the waters of baptism, all the 
t*l'i«rs ainl the people having assembled, we opened 
'li'* (Muuiril by public prayer." Thus writes Father 
I^iidoii. His colleague, Chaumonot, a Frenchman 
It-i] in Italy, now rose, with a long belt of wam- 
:■ -Mi in his hand, and proceeded to make so cffec- 
-vv :i lii^play of his rhetorical gifts that the Indians 
'•■n- ln^t in admiration, and their orators put to 
••'i- Mij^h by his improvements on their own meta- 
; ii'Fv •• If he had spoken all day," said the de- 
. jii'-d auditors, •• we should not have had enough 
'■ ^* ' "Tlie Dutch," added others, "have neither 
■r.i[\\n nor tongues; they never tell us about Para- 

• •*• an«l Hell ; on the contrary, they lead us into 

• ' . •♦ 

*'ji thf next dav the chiefs returned their an- 
?*»^r. The council opened with a song or chanty. 

2 
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which was divided into six parts, and which, ac- 
conling to Dablon^ was exceedingly well sung. 
The bullion of the fifth part was as follows: — 

•' Farewell war ; farewell tomahawk ; we have 
been fools till now; henceforth we will be brothers; 
yes, we will be brothei-s.'* 

Then came four presents, the third of which 
enraptured the fathers. It was a belt of seven 
thousand beads of wampum. "But this," says 
Dablon, '' was as nothing to the words that accom- 
panied it." " It is the gift of the faith," said the 
orator ; " it is to tell you that we are believers ; it 
is to beg you not to tire of instructing us ; have 
patience, treeing that we are so dull in learning 
pra^•er; push it into our heads and our hearts." 
Then he led Chaumonot into the midst of the as- 
stMubly, clasped him in his arms, tied the belt about 
his waist, and protested, with a suspicious redun- 
dancy of wonls, that as he clasped the father, so 
would he clasp the faith. 

What had wrought this sudden change of heart? 
The eagerness of the Onondagas that the French 
should settle among them, had, no doubt, a large 
share in it. For the rest, the two Jesuits saw 
abundant signs of the fierce, uncertain nature of 
(hose with whom they were dealing. Erie prison- 
ers were brought in and tortured before their eyes, 
one of them being a young stoic of about ten years, 
who endured his fate without a single outcry. 
Huron women and children, taken in war and 
lopted by their captors, were killed on the slight- 

t provocation, and sometimes from mere caprice. 
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For several days the whole town was m an uproar 
with the crazv follies of the " drcani feast," * and 
oih* of the Fathers nearly lost his life in this Indian 
Be«IIam. 

Chie point was clear ; the French must make a 
fettlenient at Onondaga, and that speedily, or, de- 
?|)ite their professions of brotherhood, the Onon- 
dagas would make war. Their attitude became 
ttvnacing; from urgency they passed to tlureats; 
ixA the two priests felt that the critical posture of 
tffalw uiiist at once be reported at Quebec. But 
here u ditliculty arose. It was the beaver-hunting 
*eaK>n; and, eager as were the Indians for a 
Frvmh colon v, not one of them would oflFer to 
c^^ndurt i1r» Jesiiit8 to Quebec in ortler to fetch 
OIH*. It \v:u5 not until nine masses had been said 
to .Niint Julm the Baptist, that a number of Indians 
<*<myiiinl to foivgo their hunting, and escort 
f;»th«r Dablon home.- Chaumonot remained at 
'•nmi'la^rsi, to watcli his dangerous hosts and soothe 
Hifir ri>ing jealousies. 

It \v;l< thf* lid of March when Dablon began his 
j^JuriKv. His constitution must have been of iron, 
*»rh«*uuuM have succumbed to the appalling hard- 
''iip* (»f thtf way. It was neither winter nor spring. 
Tin- hikrs and streams were not yet open, but the 
hdf-tlKiwiMl ice gave way beneath the foot. One 
*JJ iht* Indians fell through and was drowned. 
^*ani{» ;uul forest were clogged with sodden snow, 

' V^ Jf«uit« in North Anicricn, 67. 

' I^ <^u«n. AVii/'un. li>.>i. 36. Chanmonot, in hin Autol>iogniphj, 
*Kr«tti :U ui^racW to tli« interceMUin of the deceMed Brvbeiif. 
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and cea^les? ram* drenched them as thev toiled 
on. knee-deep in «lQ«h. HappQ v. the St. Lawrence 
was open. TheT foond an old wooden canoe by 
the shore, emb^aiked. and reached 3Iontreal after 
a jjocmeT of four weeks. 

DaUoQ de«cirn^ied to Qoebec. There was Icng 
and anxio^is? coms^l in the chamber? of Fort St, 
Loi:d«. Tbe Je:*mts had information that, if the 
dessand? of the Onondagas were rejected, they 
wo-JJ x>ia the Mohawks to destrov Canada. But 
whv wert :hev so eager for a colonv of French- 
vr.izt*. Pi' t':?v want tlioni a« ho-tatre«, that thev 
m:gh: aitiick the Hurons and Algonquins Avithout 
ri5k of French interference ; or would they mas- 
sacre them- and then, like tigers mad with the taste 
of b!oo»i, turn upon the helpless settlements of the 
St. Lawrence ? An abvss vawned on either hand. 
Lauson, the governor, was in an agony of indeci- 
sion, but at length declared for the lesser and 
remoter peril, and gave his voice for the colony. 
The Jesuits were of the same mind, though it was 
thev, and not he, who mast bear the brunt of dan- 
ger. ^' The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church," said one of them, " and, if we die by the 
fires of the Iroquois, we shall have won eternal life 
by snatching souls from the fires of Hell." 

Preparation was begun at once. The expense 

fell on the Jesuits, and the outfit is said to have 

cost them seven thousand livres, — a heavy sum 

for Canada at that day. A pious gentleman, Zach- 

-^ Du Puys, major of the fort of Quebec, joined 

xpedition with ten soldiers; and between 
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thirty and forty other Frenchmen also enrolled them- 
selves, impelled by devotion or destitution. Four 
Jesuit.**, Le Mercier, the superior, with Dablon, 
Miiianl, and Freuiin, besides two lay brothers of 
the onler, fonned, as it were, the pivot of the 
emerpri.»H?. Tlie governor made them the grant of a 
himJrvd square leagues of land in the heart of the 
Inxjiiois country, — a preposterous act, which, had 
tLe Iroquois known it, would have rekindled the 
var ; but Laiison liad a mania for land-grants, and 
wa.< liiiib^olf the proprietor of vast domains which he 
could have occupied only at the cost of his scalp. 

Kiubarked in two large boats and followed by 
t\\vlvc canoes filled witli Ilurons, Onondagas, and 
a iVw Si'iiecas lately arrived, they set out on the 
K:ii of May " to attack the demons," as Le Mer- 
«:»r writes, ''in their very stronghold." With 
y-.*n\u, tears, and benedictions, priests, soldiers, and 
-iiuiiiitants waved farewell from the strand. They 
|-^'^«1 the liare steeps of Cape Diamond and the 
^liNvoii-houso nestled beneath the heights of Sil- 
Ivrv. aii'l vanished from the anxious eyes that 
^^ar.liL'tl the hh< gleam of their receding oars.* 

Mvainviiile three hundred Mohawk warriors had 
t.iivtn the war-path, bent on killing or kidnapping 
•ii^ HiHiins of Orleans. Wlien they heard of the 
'-^i'artiiru of the colonists for Onondaga, their rage 
^it- unij<>un«]e<l ; for not only were they full of 
>diuu-y towanls tlieir Onondaga confederates, but 
^Ji*-y had hitlierto derived great profit from the 

■ Mir.- •!*■ I'lnmmntion. l^tfreit, KuW T^ Morcier, Rtiation, 1G57, 
<^ IV. CiiAulmcr. A'cMuvaH JJomde, IL 265, 822. 81». 
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control which their local position gave them over 
the traffic between this tribe and the Dutch of the 
Hudson, upon whom the Onondagas, in common 
with all the upper Iroquois, had been dependent 
for their guns, hatchets, scalping-knives, beads, 
blankets, and brandy. These supplies would now 
be f mnished by the French, and the Mohawk spec- 
ulators saw their occupation gone. Nevertheless, 
they had just made peace with the French, and, 
for the moment, were not quite in the mood to 
break it. To wreak their spite, they took a mid- 
dle course, crouched in ambush among the bushes 
at Point St. Croix, ten or twelve leagues above 
Quebec, allowed the boats bearing the French to 
pass unmolested, and fired a volley at the canoes 
in the rear, filled with Onondagas, Senecas, and 
Hurons. Then they fell upon them with a yell, 
and, after wounding a lay brother of the Jesuits 
who was among them, flogged and bound such of 
the Indians as they could seize. The astonished 
Onondagas protested and threatened; whereupon 
the Mohawks feigned great surprise, declared that 
they had mistaken them for Hurons, called them 
brothers, and suffered the whole party to escape 
without further injury.^ 

The three himdred maurauders now paddled 
their large canoes of elm-bark stealthily down 
the current, passed Quebec undiscovered in the 
dark night of the 19th of May, landed in early 
morning on the island of Orleans, and ambushed 

1 Compare Marie de Tlncaniation, Lettre 14 Aout, 1656, Le Jeune, 
Relaliun, 1657, 9. 
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t}R»nt«elve8 to surprise the Hurons as they came 
to labor in their cornfields. They were tolerably 
*iia"c.S!«ful, killed six, and captured more than 
ei^'hiv, the rest taking refuge in their fort, where 
tlie Molmwks dared not attack them. 

At noon, the French on the rock of Quebec saw 
fi>rtv canol»^^ approaching from the island of Or- 
leans, and defiling, with insolent parade, in front of 
tlk* town, all crowded with the Mohawks and their 
pri'^iiuTs. among whom were a great number of 
Hiinm jrirls. Their captors, as they passed, forced 
tlitiu to sing and dance. The Ilurons were the 
alllv*. or rather the wanls of the French, who 
*t-n* in every way pleflged to protect them. Yet 
•!.•' •aiiiion of Fort St. Ijouis were silent, and the 
''"■.\'I ''tiMMJ gaping in bewilderment and fright. 
Il.i'i :in atta(»k Inn^'n made, nothing but a complete 
-.riv*% and the capture of many prisoners to serve 
i* |j(iMa;^^*s eouM have prevented the enraged Mo- 
'»»-.*ks from taking their revenge on the Onondaga 
'»!'UiiMs. The emergency demanded a i)rompt and 
■'♦•ar-i^r|jt^.,| soldirr. The governor, fjiiuson, was 
* •ray-liain.d civilian, who, however enterprising 
i"! *|M'rulator in wild lands, was in no way matched 
ti. flu. iK»sjK»nite crisis of the hour. Some of the 
M«.h;u\'K< lantlrd above and below the town, and 
I; .ifiipMl the liousivs from which the scared inhab- 
•*«:i**lia<l tied. Not a soldier stirn^d and not a gun 
w I. firn]. The French, bullied bv a horde of naked 
'•»'i.'-*. b4»eame an object of couteiui)t to their 

" Wl alli«-i. 

iii«; Mohawks carried their prisoners home, 
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turned six of them^ and adopted or rather en- 
slaved the rest-* 

Meanwhile the Onondaga colonists pursued their 
perilous way. At Montreal they exchanged their 
heavy boats for canoes, and resumed their jouiney 
with a fiotilla of twentv of these svlvan vessels. A 
few days after, the Indians of the party had the 
satisfaction of pillaging a small band of Mohawk 
hunters, in vicarious reprisal for their own wrongs. 
On the 26th of June, as the v neared Lake Ontario, 
thev heard a loud and himentable voice from the 
edge of the forest; whereupon, liaA-ing beaten their 
drum to show that they were Frenchmen, they be- 
held a spectral figure, lean and covered with scars, 
which proved to be a pious Ilm'on, one Joachim 
Ondakout, captured by the Mohawks in their de- 
scent on the island of Orleans, five or six weeks 
before. Thev had carried him to their villa<ice and 
bejQCun to torture him ; after which thev tied him 
fast and lay down to sleep, thinking to resume 
their pleasure on the morrow. Ilis cuts and burns 
being only on the surface, he had the good fortune 
to free himself from his bonds, and, naked as he was, 
to escape to the woods. He held his course north- 
westward, through regions even now a wilderness, 
gathered wild strawberries to sustain life, and, in 
fifteen daj's, reached the St. Lawrence, nearly dead 
with exhaustion. The Frenchmen gave him food 
and a canoe, and the living skeleton paddled with 
a light heart for Quebec. 

The colonists themselves soon began to suffer 

1 See Authorities ju»t citetl, and Pcrrot, Macars das Sauvages, 106. 
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fmm hunger. Tlieir fishing failed on Lake Ontario, 
aini thcv were forced to content themselves with 
(Tanberries of the last year, gathered in the mead- 
ow*. Of their Indians, all but five deserted them. 
Tlitf Father Superior fell ill, and when they reached 
till* mouth of the Oswego many of the starving 
Fnnchmen had completely lost heart. Weary and 
faint, they <1 ragged their canoes up the rapids, when 
^a^M^.*nly they were cheered by the sight of a stran- 
piT canoe swiftly descending the current. The 
t>Di»n«la«ras, aware of their approach, had sent it to 
nitTt them, laden with Indian com and fresh salmon. 
Two more canoes followed, freighted like the first ; 
a»l now all was abundance till they reached their 
;"irMf\ 's i»n«l, the Lake of Onondaga. It lay before 
■li»'iu in tlif July sun, a glittering mirror, framed 
in l«»n»<t vcnlure. 
Tii»v knew that Cliaumonot with a crowd of In- 

■ 

■ m 

'•jii* was awaitin^r them at a spot on the margin 
"i 'iif water, which he and Dablon had chosen as 
*:.' *;r»- i>f their settlement. Lmding on the strand, 
t:i« V lip'«l. to give notice of tlieir approach, five 
>JiJ.ill lamiDii wliieh thev had brou^^ht in their 
' iiiiNH. Waves, woods, and hills resounded with 
""• t!ii:ndi-r of tlieir miniature artillerv. Then re- 
•■'.Mikin.:. thev advaneed in onler, four canoes 
■ ^*.i*t, tuwanls the 4lestine<l spot. In front floated 
'■•• r l«anui*r of white silk, embroi<lered in larj^e 
•'**»r* with the name of Jesus. lIiTe were Du 
* ■;' and his soldiers, with the pietiiresijue uni- 
^>nii> an^l quaint weapons of tlieir time ; Ix* Mer- 
t.'.r and hi- Jesuits in robes of black ; hunters and 
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bush-rangers ; Indians painted and feathered for a 
festal day. As they neared the place where a spring 
bubbling from the hillside is still known as the 
" Jesuits' Well," they saw the edge of the forest 
dark with the muster of savages whose yells of 
welcome answered the salvo of their guns. Happily 
for them, a flood of summer rain saved them from 
the harangues of the Onondaga orators, and forced 
white men and red alike to seek such shelter as 
they could find. Their hosts, Avith hospitable in- 
tent, would fain have sung and danced all night ; 
but the Frenchmen pleaded fatigue, and the court- 
eous savages, squatting around their tents, chanted 
in monotonous tones to lull them to sleep. In 
the morning they woke refreshed, sang 2'e 
Detim, reared an altar, and, with a solemn mass, 
took j)ossession of the country in the name of 
Jesus.* 

Three things, which they saw or heard of in their 
new home, excited their astonishment. The first 
was the va*st flight of wild pigeons which in spring 
darkened tlie air around the Lake of Onondaga: 
the second was the salt springs of Salina; the third 
was the rattlesnakes, which Le Mercier describes 
with excellent precision, adding that, as he learns 
from the Indians, their tails are good for toothache 
nnd their flesh for fever. These reptiles, for reasons 
best known to themselves, haunted the neighbor- 
hood of the salt-springs, but did not intrude their 
presence into the abode of the French. 

On the 17th of July, Le Mercier and Chaumonot^ 

> Le Mercier, Rthtian, 1057, 14. 
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e«t)rtecl by a file of soldiers, set out for Onondaga, 
Frarrely five leagues distant. They followed the 
Iwlian tniiK under the leafy arches of the woods, 
l»,v hill and hollow, Htill swamp and gurgling brook, 
till through the opening foliage they saw the Iro- 
i\\ioU capital, compassed with cornfields and girt 
*iili its rugge<l palisade. As the Jesuits, like black 
«I>«\'tres, issue<l from the shadows of the forest, fol- 
lowii] by the plumed soldiers with shouldered ar- 
<l>huM*s, the rcil-skinned population swarmed out 
like k't's. and they defiled to the town through 
ptzinj: and admiring throngs. All conspired to 
*«l«"<inn' iht'm. Fejt**t followed feast throughout 
th- afternoon, till, what with harangues and songs, 
■• ir- mi-:it. bfavcr-tails. and venison, beans, corn, 
aii'i L'naM*. tln^v were wellni<^h killed with kindness. 
"If. ai'T<-r thi<. they munler us,*' writes Ix? Morcier, 
*i* will l»e from fii'kleness, not premeditated treaoh- 
*'}' Hut the Jesuits, it si»ems, had not sounded 
th«- •!fjitli-c of Ir<N|uois dissimulation.* 

Tlnr»* was one exception to the real or pretended 
;••■• SiiiR* M<»hawks were in tbe town, and their 
•M'nr was insolent and sar(*astic ; but the ready 
•' i:j?:»* uf rhaumonot turned the laugh against him 
i**^'! |»'it him tu shame. 

lI'Tf bijnn»d the council fire of tbe Iroquois, and 
i' *\.> Vfiy time tbe deputies of tbe five tribes 
*♦•:•• .!**• iiiMin^. Tiie scission opened on tbe 21tb. 

.*• • i ;- Mi-n* attiTuanli tohl liy nuronH. captive anions the 

■ '••• I-.: 'Si • >i>**ii<i:ii:.i«, iliiit, frnin tin* tir>t, it «:•<« iiit(>n<lf<l to 

I !•• v •••• } T* ri< h tut MNin H» thfir pre-^eiicc huii aitracti'il tlie rciiiniint 

• '.: .' •: • ',i < >r]fiiitt into the {Kiwor nt'the Olionilagan. Ijtttit da I* 

'-•--»... .i« A'. /'. /Vurihcm;, *6\ Aout, lCo8. 
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In the great council house, on the earthen Door 
and the broad platforms beneath the smoke- 
begrimed concave of the bark roof, stood, sat, or 
K{uatted, the wi.sflom and valor of the confederacy; 
Mohawks, OneidaSy Onondagas, Cayugas, and Sen- 
eca-s ; sachems, counsellors, orators, warrioi-s fresh 
from Erie victories ; tall, stalwart figures, limbed 
like Grecian statues. 

The pressing business of the council over, it woa 
Chaumonot's turn to speak. But, first, all the 
Frenchmen, kneeling in a row, with clasped hands, 
sang the Veni Creator^ amid the silent admiration 
of the auditors. Then Chaumonot rose, with an 
immense wampum-belt in his hand. 

" It is not trade that brings us here. Do you 
think that your beaver skins can pay us for all our 
toils and dangers ? Keep them, if you like ; or, if 
any fall into our hands, we shall use them only for 
your service. We seek not the things that perish. 
It is for the Faith that we have left our homes to 
live in your hovels of bark, and eat food which the 
bcjtsts of our country would scarcely touch. We 
are the messengers whom God has sent to tell you 
<hat his Son became a man for the love of you; 
that this man, the Son of God, is the prince and 
master of men ; that he has prepared in heaven 
eternal joys for those who obey him, and kindled 
the fires of hell for those who will not receive his 
word. If you reject it, whoever you are, — Onon- 
daga, Seneca, Mohawk, Caj'uga, or Oneida, — knoA^ 
that Jesus Christ, who inspires my heart and my 
voice, will i)lunge you one day into hell. Avert 
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this ruin ; be not the authors of j'onr own dcatruc- 
tion; accept the truth; hstcn to the voice of the 
Omnipotent." 

Such, in brief, was the pith of the father's ex- 
hortation. As he spoke Indian like a native, and 
as his voice and gestures answered to his words, 
ve may believe what Le Mcrcier tells us, that his 
hearers listened with mingled wonder, admiration, 
and terror. The work was well begun. The Jesuits 
struck while the iron was hot, built a small chapel 
for the ma.ss, installed themselves in the town, and 
proaoliod and catocliisod from morning fill night. 

The Frenchmen at the lake were not idle. The 
chosen site of their settlement wjis the crown of a 
hill commanding a broad view of waters and forests. 
The axemen fell to their work, and a ghastly wound 
8oon gaped in the green bosom of the woo(llan<l. 
Here, among the stumps and prostrate trees of the 
unsightly clearing, the blacksmith built his forge, 
saw and hammer plied their trade ; palisades were 
shaped and beams squared, in spite of heat, mos- 
quitoes, and fever. At one time twenty men were 
^ll?and lay gasping under a wretched shed of bark ; 
huttlievall recovered, and the work went on till 
^t length a capacious house, large enough to hold 
the whole colony, rose above the ruin of the forest. 
A palisade was set around it, and the Mission of 
^»nt Mary of Gannentaa' was begun. 

France and the Faith were intrenched on the 
^e of Onondaga. How long would they remain 

' Gannentna or Oanuntanh i» still the Iroquoin nnme for Lnke Onon- 
^it According to Morgan, it means " Material for Council Fire." 
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there ? The future alone could tell. The missio 
it must not be forgotten, had a double scop 
half ecclesiastical, half political. The Jesuits h 
essayed a fearful ta^k, — to convert the Iroquois 
God and to the king, thwart the Dutch heretics 
the Hudson, save souls from hell, avert ruin frc 
Canada, and thus raise their order to a place 
honor and influence both hard earned and w< 
earned. The mission at Lake Onondaga was b 
a base of operations. Long before they were lodg 
and fortified here, Chaumonot and Menard set o 
for the Cayugas, whence the former proceeded 
the Senecas, the most numerous and powerful 
the five confederate nations ; and in the followi 
spring another mission was begun among the C 
eidas. Their reception was not unfriendly; I 
such was the reticence and dissimulation of the 
inscrutable savages, that it was impossible to foi 
tell results. The women proved, as might be e 
pected, far more impressible than the men ; and 
them the fathers placed great hope ; since in th 
the most savage people of the continent, wom 
held a degree of political influence never perha 
equalled in any civilized nation.^ 

1 WDmen, among the Iroquois, had a council of their own, whi 
according to Lafitau, who knew this i)cople well, liad the initiative 
di!K!Ussion, suhjccts presente^l by them being settled in the council 
chiefs and elders. In this latter council the women had an orator, ol 
of their own t>ex, to represent them. The matrons had a leading voio 
determining the successitm of chiefs. There were also female chiefs, 
of whom, with her attendants, came to Quebec with an embassy in 1 
(Marie de I'lncaniation). In the torture of prisoners, great defere 
was paid to the judgment of the women, who, says Champlaiu, m 
thought more skilful and subtle than the men. 

The learned Lafitau, whose book appeared in 1724, dwelU at len 
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But while infants were baptized and squaws eon- 
Vfrtiil, the crosses of the mission were many and 
prtat. Tlie devil bestirred himself with more than 
liL*onliiuirv activity; •'for," as one of the fathers 
*riic*. '• when in sundry nations of the earth men 
ari* ri>In^ up in strife against us (the Jesuits), then 
li"M- inurh more tiie demons, on whom we con- 
tinually wiijre war I " It was these infernal sprites, 
*> tin* priests lielieved, who engendered suspicions 
an<i rahimnies in the dark and superstitious minds 
oi the InM|uois« and prompted them in dreams to 
fltMroy tlie apostles of the faith. Whether the 
i"»' w:u* of earth or hell, the Jesuits were like those 
«butn*iitl the lava-crust that palpitates with the 
tiipi.* of the coming eruption, while the molten 
'i'M'li iM-iirath tlicir feet glares white-hot through 
1 *!i'ii>;iM«] erevires. Yet, with a sublime enthu- 
".Ka itiid :i gIori<»us ccmstancy, they toiled and 
-h- } ijo|.ed, tliough the skies around were black 

In ilie \ear in which the colony at Onondaga 
•t* 'H.:*;!!, the Mohawks murdered the Jesuit Gar- 
>m:. 'in lii> way up the Ottawa. In the following 
':r.n.'.a liundnMl Mohawk warriors came to Quebec, 
' '■•L'^rv nmre of the Ilunuis into slavery, thoufjch 
*^- niiiiiaiit of that unhappy ])eople, since the 
' i*.i*Moji|ie of the last year, had sought siifety in a 

* •• »rK ••..»■ '..I Ti r -f r'u' Iniqiioi* to tlie iinf'icnt Lycinn^. nmonp: whom, 

* ■: '.• ••! •tn-i ..III writer*, wuincii wi»ri» in tliv ii«(*('n(l:nit. '* (iyiieiroc- 
** ' " ' •- r-., •• <•• uiiiiu'ti " I'Diitintu'o I«Mfitiiu. " wliicli waii the touml.i- 

* I I.t> ir: i:ii\«-riiiii«*ni. wni* prultHiily rnninion in curly timei* to 
'"'' • . !-.«■ L^rbantu* i»i*<>|)lc uf Grvcix*." Maun dit ifauvtnji*, I. 4oO 
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palisaded camp within the limits of the Frenct 
town, and immediately imder the ramparts of Fori 
St. Louis. Here, one might think, they would 
have been safe ; but Chamy, son and succe&sor ol 
Lauson, seems to have been even more imbecile 
than his father, and listened meekly to the threats 
of the insolent strangers who told him that unles< 
he abandoned the Hurons to their mercy, both thej 
and the French should feel the weight of Mohawk 
tomahawks. They demanded further, that the 
French should give them boats to carry theii 
prisonor>? ; but, as there were none at hand, this 
last humiliation was spared. The Mohawks were 
forced to make canoes, in which they carried off as 
many as possible of their victims. 

When the Onondagas learned this last exploit ol 
their rivals, their jealousy knew no bounds, and a 
troop of them descended to Quebec to claim their 
share in the human plunder. Deserted by the 
French, the despairing Hurons abandoned them- 
selves to their fate, and about fifty of those whom 
the Mohawks had left obeyed the behest of their 
tyrants and embarked for Onondaga. They reached 
Montreal in July, and thence proceeded towards 
their destination in company with the Onondaga 
warriors. The Jesuit Kagueneau, bound also for 
Onondaga, joined them. Five leagues above Mon- 
treal, the warriors left him behind ; but he found 
an old canoe on the bank, in which, after abandon- 
ing most of his baggage, he contrived to follow 
with two or three Frenchmen who were with him. 
There was a rumor that a hundred Mohawk war- 
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riora were hnng in wait among the Thousand 
lAmh, to plunder the Onondagas of their Huron 
prw)nen». It proved a false report. A speedier 
cara.<troplie awaited these unfortunates. 

Towanls evening on the 3d of August, after the 
psinv had landed to encamp, an Onondaga chief 
mailc advances to a Christian Huron girl, as he had 
already done at every encampment since leaving 
Montreal. Being repulsed for the foiurth time, he 
^]Jit her head with his tomahawk. It was the 
l>f;:inning of a massacre. The Onondagas rose 
« I'n th«ir prisoners, killed seven men. all Chria- 
tLin<. before the eves of the horrified Jesuit, and 
plumloivd the rest of all they had. When Rague- 
n» 111 [»ruteste<l. they told him with insolent mockery 
tbat thi'V were acting by direction of the governor 
M'l the superior of the Jesuits The priest him- 
^■\i \v:i.s M^creilv warned that he was to l)e killed 
'i iririL' the nijrht ; and he was surprised in the 
n;'»rimi;: to find hiinsidf alive.* On reaching Onon- 
*-ijri. Mime of the Christian captives were burned, 
in'lM.ling 5^.»venJ women and their infant chil- 
dn-n.- 

Tin* ronfederacv was a hornet's nest, buzzing 
»:'!i pnpuration, and fjwt pouring out its wrathful 
*w tniH. The indomitable Le Moyne had gone again 
^'t!u* Mohawks, whence he wrote that two hundred 
'•: 'litiii had taken the war-path against the Algon- 
'. . M- uf Canada ; and, a little later, that all were 
p'liv liiit women, children, and old men. A great 

■ /-•■'# //* /.'.I'/if^n^if •m /?. /». Provincinl, 9 A'mt, l»io7 (/u/., 1007). 
' I-^l, -^i Am:, 100i« (/.V/.. 1008). 

8 
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war-party of twelve hundred Iroquois from all 
the five cantons was to advance into Canada in the 
direction of the Ottawa. The settlements on the 
St. Lawrence were infested with prowling warriors, 
who killed the Indian allies of the French, and 
plundered the French themselves, whom they 
treated with an insufferable insolence ; for they 
felt themselves masters of the situation, and knew 
that the Onondaga colony was in their power. Near 
Montreal they killed three Frenchmen. " They 
approach like foxes," writes a Jesuit, " attack like 
lions, and disappear like birds." Chamy, fortu- 
nately, had resigned the government in despair, in 
order to turn priest, and the brave soldier Aille- 
bout had taken his place. He caused twelve of 
the Iroquois to be seized and held as hostages. 
This seemed to increase their fury. An embassy 
came to Quebec and demanded the release of the 
hostages, but were met with a sharp reproof and a 
flat refusal. 

At the mission on Lake Onondaga the crisis 
was drawing near. The unbridled yoimg warriors, 
whose capricious lawlessness often set at naught 
the monitions of their crafty elders, killed wantonly 
at various times thirteen Christian Hurons, cap- 
tives at Onondaga. Ominous reports reached the 
ears of the colonists. They heard of a secret council 
at which their death was decreed. Again, they 
heard that they were to be surprised and captured, 
that the Iroquois in force were then to descend 
upon Canada, lay waste the outlying settlements, 
and torture them, the colonists, in sight of their 
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roiintninony by which they hoped to extort what 
terms they pleaf<cd. At length, a dying Onondaga, 
nirntlv converted and baptized, confirmed the 
rumors, and revealed the whole plot. 

It was to take effect before the spring opened ; 
but the hostages in the hands of Aillebout em- 
ikirrassed the conspirators and caused delay. Mes- 
ft'n'Tprs were sent in haste to call in the priests 
frum the detached missions, and all the colonists, 
Lftv-three in number, were soon gathered at their 
fonilied house on the lake. Their situation was 
friirhtful. Fate hung over them by a hair, and 
e^rape seemed hopeless. Of Du Puys's ten soldiers, 
n'.m" wished to desert, but the attempt would have 
i--n fatal. A thron*^ of Onondaf'a warriors were 
'i 4v aiif] niirlit on the watch, bivouacked around 
tlit- ho'.ise. Some of them bad built their huts of 
r.irk U^fniv the gate, and here, with calm, impas- 
•iw- fiuvs, they lounged and smoked their pipes; 
•r. wrappt'fl in their blankets, strolled about the 
; inis and outhouses, attentive to all that passed. 
Tiiir U'havior was very friendly. The Jesuits, 
*:.' ::i*»'lvf< adepts in dissimulation, were amazed at 
':'■ ':.j):li of their duplicity ; for the conviction had 
' VI fiirrrd uinm them that some of the chiefs had 

.>»'«i thi'ir treachery from the first. In this ex- 
•••::i:rv I)u Puvs and the Jesuits showed an admi- 
'•■'\- rtnihirss, and among them devised a plan of 

••-' ;i|i«\ rritirul and full of doubt, but not devoid 

■ ■ 

Kir^t, they must provide means of transporta- 
Ur;; in-xt, ihev must contrive to use them undis- 
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covered. They had eight canoes, all of which 
combined would not hold half their company. 
Over the mission-house was a large loft or garret, 
and here the carpenters were secretly set at work 
to construct two large and light flat-boats, each 
capable of carrying fifteen men. The task was 
soon finished. The most difficult part of their plan 
remained. 

There was a beastly superstition prevalent among 
the Hurons, the Iroquois, and other tribes. It con- 
sisted of a " medicine " or mystic feast, in which it 
was essential that the guests should devour every 
thing set before them, however inordinate in quan- 
tity, unless absolved from duty by the person in 
whose behalf the solemnity was ordained ; he, on 
his part, taking no share in the banquet. So grave 
was the obligation, and so strenuously did the 
guests fulfil it, that even their ostrich digestion 
was sometimes ruined past redemption by the 
excess of this benevolent gluttony. These festins 
ct manger tout had been frequently denounced as 
diabolical by the Jesuits, during their mission 
among the Hurons ; but now, with a pliancy of 
conscience as excusable in this case as in any 
other, they resolved to set aside their scruples, 
although, judged from their point of view, they 
were exceedingly well founded. 

Among the French was a young man who had 
been adopted by an Iroquois chief, and who spoke 
the language fluently. He now told his Indian 
father that it had been revealed to him in a dream 
that he would soon die unless the spirits were 
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ip|)ea.«cd by one of these magic feasts. Dreams 
were the oracles of the Iroquois, and woe to those 
who slighted them. A day was named for the 
nrred festivity. The fathers killed their hogs to 
mi*et the occasion, and, that nothing might be 
winting, they ransacked their stores for all that 
mi^'ht give piquancy to the entertainment. It 
tuuk place in the evening of the 20th of March, 
apparently in a large enclosure outside the palisade 
9uiTounding the mission-house. Here, while blazing 
fim or glaring pine-knots shed their glow on the 
wild assemblage, Frenchmen and Iroquois joined in 
the dance, or vied with each other in games of 
ap'iity and skill. The politic fathers o£Fered prizes 
to till* winners, and the Indians entered with zest 
iii'o the sjiort, the better, perhaps, to hide their 
'r»ar|n»rv and hoodwink their intenclcil victims; 
i'>r thi-y little suspected that a subtlety, deeper 
'lii"* time than their own, was at work to counter- 
Hiirir thi'in. Here, too, were the French musicians ; 
vni 'Inun, trumpet, and cymbal lent their clangor 
• " '\w din of shouts and laughter. Thus the even- 
^j wore on, till at length the serious laliors of the 
:• I*: U'iran. The kettles were brought in, and 
■■••ir •'ti'aniin^r contents ladled into the wooden 
:■"*:> whirh each provident guest had broufrht 
*.*li liiiii. SeatiHl gravely in a ring, they fell to 
-ii'ir woik. It was a point of hitrli eonscinice not 
'•» i:.\\A\ fnjm dutv on these solenui tK-casions ; and 
-'.'» .jli thev miirht burn the voun«r iiiau to-niori-ow, 
•ii-v woiiM ^nrge themselves like vultures in his 
^\\\*A to-ilav. 
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Meantime, whfle the musicians strained their 
limgs and their arms to drown all other sounds, 
a band of anxious Frenchmen, in the darkness of 
the cloudy night, with cautious tread and bated 
breath, carried the boats from the rear of the mis- 
sion-house down to the border of the lake. It was 
near eleven o'clock. The miserable guests were 
choking with repletion. They prayed the young 
Frenchman \o dispense them from further surfeit. 
" Will you suffer me to die ? " he asked, in piteous 
tones. They bent to their task again, but Nature 
soon reached her utmost limit ; and they sat help- 
less as a conventicle of gorged turkey-buzzards, 
without the power possessed by those unseemly 
birds to rid themselves of the burden. " That will 
do," said the young man ; " you have eaten enough ; 
my life is saved. Now you can sleep till we come 
in the morning to waken you for prayers."^ And 
one of his companions played soft airs on a violin 
to lull them to repose. Soon all were asleep, or 
in a lethargy akin to sleep. The few remaining 
Frenchmen now silently withdrew and cautiously 
descended to the shore, where their comrades, al- 
ready embarked, lay on their oars anxiously await- 
ing them. Snow was falling fast as they pushed 
out upon the murky waters. The ice of the winter 
had broken up, but recent frosts had glazed the 
surface with a thin crust. The two boats led the 
way, and the canoes followed in their wake, while 
men in the bows of the foremost boat broke the 
ice with clubs as they advanced. They reached 

^ Lettre de Marie de V Incarnation a son Jils, 4 Octobn, lC68. 
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the outlet and rowed swiftly down the dark cur- 
rent of the Oswego. When day broke. Lake Onon- 
daga was far behind, and aroimd them was the 
lealles8, lifeless forest. 

When the Indians woke in the morning, dull and 
^npefied from their nightmare slumbers, they were 
iMunished at the silence that reigned in the mission- 
hou.<e. They looked through the palisade. Noth- 
ing was stirring but a bevy of hens clucking and 
^ratching in the snow, and one or two dogs im- 
pris)no<I in the house and barking to be set free. 
The Indians waited for some time, then climbed 
the pulisafle, burst in the doors, and found the 
Iwiw empty. Their amazement was unbounded. 
II'»w. without oanoc!*, could the French have es- 
^.i|-il liy water ? and how else could they escape ? 
lij»MH)w which had fallen during tlie night com- 
:.''t!y hid their footsteps. A supei-stitious awe 
•*/••« 1 tlic Irociuois. They thought that the '^ black- 
r*'-- " and their flock had flown off through the 

Mianwliile the fugitives pushed their flight with 
'!i': iiiiT^ry of terror, passed in safety the rapids 
": Tin* Oswe^ro. crossed Liike Ontario, and de- 
-•^nl^Hl the .St. Ijawrence with the loss of three 
^' :i •V<»\vihm1 in the rapids. On the 3d of April 
' • ' if.ielird Montreal, and on the 2od arrived at 
'*••••'•. Thev had saved their lives: but the mis- 
• '!; nf (hit>nda^a was a miserable failure.* 

' '-. • -•- (•rmri lai;A iiii»i«inn, tlic autlinritifA are Marie <Ie rincnma- 

' • . • • -I // •• ■ i ,'j.f. niiii /i''ittn,hM ti*s J/siiu*. l»"i.'»7 mill l»"'.*i'^. wImtc 

* •' 'I .f !ii,>l ■! Ifii^'th, ■<xiiiii]iiiiiifil with M'voral iiitiTe^tiii;; K'tu-rg 

^- ' , ^'t.aIi. L'hauuiuuut, in hit Ativi'iwjiajtftifg i>|H:aka only ot the 
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Seneca miuion, and refers to the ReJaiiona for the rest. Dollier de C; 
•on, in his Hittoire du Montreal, mentions the arriTal of the fugitlTes 
that place, the sight of which, he adds complacently, cored them of th< 
fright The Journal de$ Sup^rieun des J€tuite$ chronicles with its usi 
brevity the ruin of the mission and the return of the party to Quebec. 

The Jesuits, in their account, say nothing of the superstitious chan 
ter of the feast. It is Marie de I'lncamation who lets out the seer 
The Jesuit Charlevoix, much to his credit, repeats the story withe 
reserve. 

The Sulpitian 'Allet, in a memoir printed in the Morale Pratique t 
J^Buites, says that the French placed effigies of soldiers, made of straw, 
the fort, to deceive the Indians. He adds that the Jesuits found ve 
little sympathy at QuebeG. 
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«»v ilje 2«1 of July, 1659, the ship " St. Andr^ " 
^; in the harbor of Rochelle, crowded with pas- 
^'i):*T< U)r Canada. She had served two years as 
3 ijo-j.iud for marines, and was infected with a 
' ::* i.':<»iis fever. Including the crew, some two 
.'. .11 iiti] jM-rsons were on board, more than half of 
wi.'Mi wrrv bound for Montreal. Most of these 
'.v.p- -lunly laboi\»rs, artisans, peasants, and sol- 
•: ••>. Ti»;jrther with a troop of young women, their 
::'m:it or future partners; a portion of the com- 
; '--1} ^^i down on the old reconl as " sixty virtu- 
' .^ iii^n and thirty-two pious girls." There were 
:.i.. j.r:,..t> idso. Vijrnal and Le Maitre, both des- 
* :• : to a sjK'edy death at the hands of the Iro- 

• V IJui the most conspicuous among these 
] j-M njiT* f<>r Montreal were two groups of women 
li rht: habit of nuns, under the dii*ectiou of Mar- 
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giierite Boin^geoT? and Jeanne Mance. Marguerite 
Bourgeoj?, who^ kind, womanly face bespoke her 
fitness for the task, was foundress of the school for 
female children at Montreal; her companion, a 
tall, austere figure, worn with suffering and care, 
was directress of the hospital. Both had retiuned 
to France for aid, and were now on their way back, 
each with three recruits, three being the mystic 
niunber, as a type of the Holy Family, to whose 
worship they were especially devoted. 

Amid the bustle of departure, the shouts of sail- 
ors, the rattling of cordage, the flapping of sails, 
the tears and the embracings, an elderly man, with 
heavy plebeian features, sallow with disease, and in 
a sober, half-clerical dress, approached Mademoi- 
selle Mance and her three nuns, and, turning his 
eyes to heaven, spread his hands over them in 
benediction. It was Le Royer de la Dauversifere, 
founder of the sisterhood of St. Joseph, to which 
the three nuns belonged. " Now, Lord," he ex- 
claimed, with the look of one whose mission on 
earth is fulfilled, " permit thou thy servant to de- 
part in peace ! " 

Sister Maillet, who had charge of the meagre 
treasury of the community, thought that some- 
thing more than a blessing was due from him; 
and asked where she should apply for payment of 
the interest of the twenty thousand livres which 
^'ademoiselle Mance had placed in his hands for 
jstment. Dauversifere changed countenance, 
replied, with a troubled voice : " My daughter, 
will provide for you. Place your trust in 
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Him."' He was bankrupt, and had used the 
money of the sisterhood to pay a debt of his own, 
leaving the nuns penniless. 

I have related in another place ' how an associa- 
tion of devotees, inspired, as thej supposed, from 
bi*aveQ, liod undertaken to found a religious col- 
ony at Montreal in honor of the Holy Family. 
Tlie ej^ntials of the proposed establishment were 
to lie a seminary of priests dedicated to the Virgin, 
a Ijospital to Saint Joseph, and a school to the Infant 
Ji'su't ; while a settlement was to be formed around 
ilivm iiimply for their defence and maintenance. 
This pious purpose had in part been accomplished. 
It ttx** st»vi»nteon vcnrs since Mademoiselle Mance 
ii.i'l lu'trun her labors in honor of Saint Joseph. Mar- 
j:intf Bourgcoys had entered upon hers more 
rtn ,.n:|y ; yet oven then the attempt was prema- 
t ;r»*. for she fount] no white children to teacli. In 
■i!i'*. luiwever, this want was supplied, and she 
♦■''••iH'<I her j^ehool in a stable, which answered to 
•ii" M;ihle of Bethlehem, lodging with her pupils 
■5 'hf luit, and instructing them in Roman Cath- 
•'"• <*liri>ti;initv, with such rudiments of mundane 
''--:"wK"l:rr as she and her advisers thou<i:ht fit to 



■ T. » 



:;.;Mrt. 

M.iil*-iiM)i'ielle Mance found no lack of hospital 
'•« "fk, fur lil«Mxl and blows were rife at Montreal, 
••'•:.■ Tr thf w<K>N were full of Iroquois, and not a 
-•••iii-iji was without its peril. Though years be- 

Jt ■ 1. y.r 'f' .l/VV .1/iinrr. I. 172. Tliia volunio i* illuj«trati.Ml wiili 
' !■.« Jriuiii ill Nurtli AiuericA. 
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gan to tell upon her, she toiled patientlj at her 
dreary task, till, in the winter of 1657, she fell on 
the ice of the St. Lawrence, broke her right arm, 
and dislocated the wrist. Bonchard, the surgeon 
of Montreal, set the broken bones, but did not 
discover the dislocation. The arm in consequence 
became totally useless, and her health wasted away 
imder incessant and violent pain. Maisonneuve, 
the civil and military chief of the settiement, ad- 
vised her to go to France for assistance in the work 
to which she was no longer equal ; and Marguerite 
Bourgeoys, whose pupils, white and red, had greatiy 
multiplied, resolved to go with her for a similar ob- 
ject. They set out in September, 1658, landed at 
Rochelle, and went thence to Paris. Here they 
repaired to the seminary of St. Sulpice; for the 
priests of this community were joined with them 
in the work at Montreal, of which they were after- 
wards to become the feudal proprietors. 

Now ensued a wonderful event, if we may trust 
the evidence of sundry devout persons. Olier, the 
founder of St. Sulpice, had lately died, and the two 
pilgrims would fain pay their homage to his heart, 
which the priests of his community kept as a pre- 
cious relic, enclosed in a leaden box. The box was 
brought, when the thought inspired Mademoiselle 
Mance to try its miraculous efficacy and invoke the 
intercession of the departed founder. She did so, 
touching her disabled arm gently with the leaden 
casket. Instantly a grateful warmth pervaded the 
shrivelled limb, and from that hour its use was 
restored. It is true that the Jesuits ventured to 
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fJoiibt the Sulpitian miracle, and even to ridicule 
it : but the Sulpitians will show to this day the at- 
tt*>tation of Mademoiselle Mance herself, written 
with the fingers once paralyzed and poweriess.* 
Nevertheloss, the cure was not so thorough as to 
jK»miit her again to take charge of her patients. 

Her next care was to visit Madame de Bullion, 
a devout lady of great wealth, who was usually 
•lesipiated at Montreal as " the imknown benefac- 
tnss," because, though her charities were the main- 
*tay of the feeble colony, and though the source 
::":n which they proceeded was well known, she 
a^«lt*<l, in the interest of humility, the greatest 
*<'«Tii V. and rcfjuired those who profited by her 
-Its to pretend ignorance whence they came. 
^^♦Ttlowing with zeal for the pious enterprise, she 
r^-^'iviM] Ikt visitor with enthusiasm, lent an open 
•• ir til her recital, responded graciously to her ap- 
>il fur aiil, and paid over to her the sum, munifi- 
"»'it at that dav, of twenty-two thousand francs. 
Tli:> far sueeessfid, Maflemoiselle Mance repaired 
••' tin* town of Ijii Fleche to visit Le Royer de la 

It was this wH'tched fanatic who, through visions 
'.r.i n'Vf-laiions. had first conceived the plan of a 
•"^I'.Tal in honor of Saint Joseph at Montreal.* He 
■ i'i found in Mademoiselle Mance a zealous and 
•■'. -♦•nt jiioneer; but the execution of his scheme 
'■'1 iln-'l a enmniunity of hospital nuns, and there- 

' F • in arroTint of thip mirtrle. written in perfect porxl faith and 
1.;:* -•.; ,.x viriiMi* attfutationt. fee Faillon, Vie de M'iU Mance, chap. iv. 
' S« 11« Jviuiu in Nurtli AoMrica. 
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fore he bad labored for tbe last eigbteen years to 
form one at La Flfecbe, meaning to despatch its 
members in due time to Canada. Tbe time at length 
was come. Three of the nuns were chosen, Sisters 
Bresoles, Mac6, and Maillet, and sent under the 
escort of certain pious gentlemen to Rochelle. 
Their exit from La Flfecbe was not without its 
difficulties. Dauversifere was in ill odor, not only 
from tbe multiplicity of his debts, but because, in 
his character of agent of the association of Mon- 
treal, he had at various times sent thither those 
whom his biographer describes as " the most virtu- 
ous girls to be found at La Flfeche," intoxicating 
them with religious excitement, and shipping them 
for the New World against the will of their parents. 
It was noised through the town that he had kid- 
napped and sold them ; and now the report spread 
abroad that he was about to crown his iniquity by 
luring away three young nuns. A mob gathered 
at the convent gate, and the escort were forced to 
draw their swords to open a way for the terrified 
sisters. 

Of the twenty-two thousand francs which she had 
received, Mademoiselle Mance kept two thousand 
for immediate needs, and confided the rest to the 
hands of Dauversifere, who, hard pressed by his 
creditors, used it to pay one of his debts; and 
then, to his horror, found himself unable to replace 
it. Racked by the gout and tormented by re- 
morse, he betook himself to his bed in a state of 
body and mind truly pitiable. One of the miracles, 
so frequent in the early annals of Montreal, was 
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Toucbafed in answer to his prayer, and he was 

rnaWed to journey to Rochelle and bid farewell to 

lib nuns. It was but a brief respite ; he returned 

borne to become the prey of a host of maladies, and 

U) (lie at last a lingering and painful death. 

While Mademoiselle Mance was gaining recruits 
in La Flfeche, Marguerite Bourgeoys was no less 
successful in her native town of Troyes, and she 
rejoined her companions at Rochelle, accompanied 
by Sifters Chiltel, Crolo, and Raisin, her destined 
iWtonts in the school at Montreal. Meanwhile, 
the Sulpitians and others interested in the pious 
enteq)rise, had spared no effort to gather men to 
Jtrengtben the colony, and young women to serve 
aj« their wives; and all were now mustered at 
R<i«helle, waiting for embarkation. Their wait- 
in^: was a long one. Laval, bishop at Quebec, was 
Mliiil to the Jesuits, and looked on the colonists 
••f .Montreal with more than coldness. Sulpitian 
writers say that his agents used every effort to 
'ii'^'ourage them, and that certain persons at Ro- 
(lu'lle told the master of the ship in which the 
^^riiiirrants were to sail that they were not to be 
tr;Hf<l to pay their passage-money. Hereupon 
♦^hmrmI a dfhiy of more than two months before 
iii«Mn«< could be found to quiet the scruples of the 
rriiilcnt comman<ler. At length the anchor was 
W'i;:he<l. and the dreary voyage begun. 

The woe-begone company, crowded in the filthy 
wi'i infecte<l ship, were tossed for two months more 
on the relentless sea, buffeted by repeated storms, 
.in-i waited bv a conta^^ious fever, which attacked 
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nearly all of them and reduced Mademoiselle Mance 
to extremity. Eight or ten died and were dropped 
overboard, after a prayer from the two priests. At 
length land hove in sight ; the piny odors of the 
forest regaled their languid senses as they sailed 
up the broad estuary of the St. Lawrence and 
anchored under the rock of Quebec. 

High aloft, on the brink of the cliflf, they saw 
the fleur-de-lis waving above the fort of St. Louis, 
and, beyond, the cross on the tower of the cathe- 
dral traced against the sky ; the houses of the mer- 
chants on the strand below, and boats and canoes 
draAvn up along the bank. The bishop and the 
Jesuits greeted them as co-workers in a holy cause^ 
with an imction not wholly sincere. Though a 
unit against heresy, the pious founders of New 
France were far from unity among themselves. 
To the thinking of the Jesuits, Montreal was a 
government within a government, a wheel within 
a wheel. This rival Sulpitian settlement was, in 
their eyes, an element of disorganization adverse 
to the disciplined harmony of the Canadian Church, 
which they would fain have seen, with its focus at 
Quebec, radiating light unrefracted to the utter- 
most parts of the colony. That is to say, they 
wished to control it unchecked, through their ally, 
the bishop. 

The emigrants, then, were received with a studi- 
ous courtesy, which veiled but thinly a stiff and 
persistent opposition. The bishop and the Jesuits 
were especially anxious to prevent the La Fl^che 
nuns from establishing themselves at Montreal, 
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where they would form a separate community, 
uiifler Sulpitian influence; and, in place of the 
Dewlv arrived sisters, they wished to substitute 
Duiw from the Hotel Dieu of Quebec, who would 
be under their own control. That which most 
rtrikes the non-Catholic reader throughout this 
affair is the constant reticence and dissimulation 
practbHMl, not only between Jesuits and Montreal- 
L*ti<. but among the Montrcalists themselves. Tlieir 
»lMi»votion, great as it was, was fairly matched 
by their di.**ingenuousness.* 

All difficulties being overcome, the Montrcalists 

emliarked in boats and ascended the St. Tjawrence, 

leavinjr Quebec infected with the contagion they 

liul hniu^rht. The journey now made in a single 

nijht rost them fiftecMi days of hanlship and 

'iiiiiLvr. At len^rth thev n^ached their new home. 

Tlif little settlement lay before them, still gasping 

'•♦'twixt life an<l <leath, in a puny, precarious in- 

faiiiy. S)me forty small, compac^t houses were 

nn^rnl parallel to the river, chiefly along the line 

of what is now St. Paul's Street, (hi the left there 

»:i'» a fort, and on a rising ground at the right a 

riLi^-ivi* windmill of stoiu*, enelosc^d with a wall or 

rMl;*a'li' jii«TetMl for musketry, and answc»ring the 

i'..»-[Hi*i* of a redoubt or bliKk-house." Fields, 

?! .'i'lrd with charred and blackened stumps, be- 

• "^ef. f-ir exsniple. rliaptrr ir. of F!iiII«»n*«i Lifo of Mri'loinoiocllo 
Ml" •■ r «- i'» i lin«f i* un:»n'iW«-ral>lt'. tli«* writtT !i<-in:: tlu* i»iirt:«;in 

t • ■ ■•"■■•? ril'i^t I if llii)<»i* W hn*!' /•«•■■»» t •iiii'* • •' . ti» U*!' I In' I'MiM"*-*!!!!! 

■ '» •• !•■ •'4**»in. In* i!»'»rnN'» in ii]i|i.iri'iit ull•'•ln<<>^i•)ll«ll«•^*« that aiiv- 
■- , « ••■•- rt-i*iiti tO('M\il at it. 

• />» "• ■:* \ .■ •ff.fi i/M 'jftt»itu, ti'^'Ut-witifur lilt f.'iintniii^ 4 A'lUt, lOiVj, MS. 
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tween which crops were growing, stretched away 
to the edges of the bordering forest; and the 
green^ shaggy back of the mountain towered 
over all. 

There were at this time a hundred and sixty 
men at Montreal^ about fifty of whom had families, 
or at least wives. They greeted the new-comers 
with a welcome which, this time, was as sincere as 
it was warm, and bestirred themselves with alax^rity 
to provide them with shelter for the winter. As 
for the three nuns from La Fleche, a chamber was 
hastily made for them over two low rooms which 
had served as Mademoiselle Mance's hospital. This 
chamber was twenty-five feet square, with four 
cells for the nuns, and a closet for stores and cloth- 
ing, which for the present was empty, as they had 
landed in such destitution that they were forced to 
sell all their scanty equipment to gain the bare 
necessaries of existence. Little could be hoped 
from the colonists, who were scarcely less destitute 
than they. Such was their poverty, — thanks to 
Dauversiere's breach of trust, — that when their 
clothes were worn out, they were xmable to replace 
them, and were forced to patch them with such 
material as came to hand. Maisonneuve, the gov- 
ernor, and the pious Madame d'Aillebout, being 
once on a visit to the hospital, amused themselves 
with trying to guess of what stuff the habits of the 
nuns had originally been made, and were xmable 
to agree on the point in question.^ 

1 Annales de» HospitaUhfS de Villfmari€f par la S(xur Morin, a con- 
temporary record, from which Faillon gives long extracts. 
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Their chamber, which they occupied for many 
tctns being hastily built of ill-seasoned planks, let 
in the piercing cold of the Canadian winter through 
coimdess cracks and chinks ; and the driving snow 
rifted through in such quantities that they were 
mmetimes obliged, the morning after a storm, to 
remove it with shovels. Their food would freeze 
on the table before them, and their coarse brown 
bread had to be thawed on the hearth before they 
could cut it These women had been nurtured in 
w*e, if not in luxtury. One of them, Judith de 
Brwoles, had in her youth, by advice of her con- 
fe?for, run away from parents who were devoted 
to her, and immured herself in a convent, leaving 
i*V'in in agonies of doubt as to her fate. She now 
a'?nl as superior of the little connuunity. One of 
li'T nuns reconls of her that she had a fervent 
'i'votion for the Infant Jesus; and that, along with 
niany more spiritual graces, he inspired her with 
^> tran'icendent a skill in cookery, that " with a 
i^all piece of lean pork and a few herbs she couM 
^.:ikf jsoup of a marvellous relish." ^ Sister Mace 
*^*<'liar^rd with the care of the pigs and hens, to 
»li«N* want.** she attended in person, though she, 
*•"». had lK*vn delicately brcd. In course of time, 
tii»* M<.t4*rlKK>d wiu* increased bv a<I<1itions from 
**hout : though more than twenty girls who 
•nti-nil thf hospital as novices recoiled from the 
•jr^i^hip, and took husbands in the colony. Among 

'■'••« t j.jir •'-!! rei-nurt k rFnf:int JoViw qiiVlle tmtiv:iil tou« c^t 
*"*•'•*• I * j!r«-« •cuiUubli'B," wriifs in our own ilay the I'XcflU'iil 
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a few who took the vows, Sister Jumeau should 
not pass unnoticed. Such was her hiunility, that, 
though of a good family and unable to divest her- 
self of the marks of good breeding, she pretended 
to be the daughter of a poor peasant, and per- 
sisted in repeating the pious falsehood till the 
merchant Le Ber told her flatly that he did not 
believe her. 

The sisters had great need of a man to do the 
heavy work of the house and garden, but foxmd no 
means of hiring one, when an incident, in which, 
they saw a special providence, excellently supplied 
the want. There was a poor colonist named Jouan- 
eaux to whom a piece of land had been given at 
some distance from the settlement. Had he built 
a cabin upon it, his scalp would soon have paid the 
forfeit ; but, being bold and hardy, he devised a 
plan by which he might hope to sleep in safety 
without abandoning the farm which was his only 
possession. Among the stumps of his clearing there 
was one hollow with age. Under this he dug a 
sort of cave, the entrance of which was a small hole 
carefully hidden by brushwood. The hollow stump 
was easily converted into a chimney ; and by creep- 
ing into his burrow at night, or when he saw signs 
of danger, he escaped for some time the notice of 
the Iroquois. But, though he could dispense with 
a house, he needed a bam for his hay and com ; 
and while he was building one, he fell from the 
ridge of the roof and was seriously hiu-t. He was 
carried to the Hotel Dieu, where the nuns showed 
him every attention, xmtil, after a long confinement, 
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he at last recovered. Being of a grateful nature 
ind enthusiastically devout, he was so touched by 
the kindness of his benefactors, and so moved by 
the {spectacle of their piety, that he conceived the 
WL«h of devoting his life to their service. To this 
end a contract was drawn up, by wliich he pledged 
hinuelf to work for them as long as strength re- 
mained ; and they, on their part, agreed to main- 
tain him in sickness or old age. 

Thu stout-hearted retainer proved invaluable; 
though, had a guard of soldiers been added, it 
vould have been no more than the case demanded. 
Montreal was not palisaded, and at first the hospital 
vu as much exposed as the rest. The Iroquois 
»ouI<l skulk at night among the houses, like wolves 
in a camp of sleeping travellers on the prairies ; 
tLoujrh the human foe wsu^, of the two, incompar- 
•Uv tlie bolder, fiercer, and more blooilthirsty, 
Mua» than once one of these prowling savages was 
iiDuwn to have crouched all night in a rank growth 
^i ^M mustard in the ganlen of the nuns, vainly 
hopin;: that one of them would come out within 
re.u*Ii of his tomahawk. During summer, a month 
niMy j>;u*sed without a fight, sometimes within 
^•.rht uf their windows. A burst of veils from the 
aiiilii]>heil marksmen, followed bv a clatter of mus- 
Mry, would announce the opening of the fray, 
^'i'l i»runiise the nuns an a<ldition to their list of 
i'-'iti'.iiLs. On these occa^^ions they bore themsi»lves 
•<*''unlin^ to their several natures. Sister Morin, 
^lio hail joined their numlx»r three years after 
^«ir arrival, relates that Sister Bresoles and she 
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used to run to the belfry and ring the tocsin io 
call the inhabitants together. "From our high 
station/] she writes, " we could sometimes see the 
combat, which terrified us extremely, so that we 
came down again as soon as we could, trembling 
with fright, and thinking that our last hour was 
come. When the tocsin sounded, my Sister Maillet 
would become faint with excess of fear ; and my 
Sister Mac^, as long as the alarm continued, would 
remain speechless, in a state pitiable to see. They 
would both get into a comer of the rood-loft, before 
the Holy Sacrament, so as to be prepared for death ; 
or else go into their cells. As soon as I heard that 
the Iroquois were gone, I went to tell them, which 
comforted them and seemed to restore them to life. 
My Sister Br^solcs was stronger and more coura- 
geous ; her terror, which she could not help, did not 
prevent her from attending the sick and receiving 
the dead and wounded who were brought in." 

The priests of St. Sulpice, who had assiuned the 
entire spiritual charge of the settlement, and who 
were soon to assume its entire temporal charge 
also, had for some years no other lodging than a 
room at the hospital, adjoining those of the patients. 
They caused the building to be fortified with pali- 
sades, and the houses of some of the chief inhabi- 
tants were placed near it, for mutual defence. They 
also built two fortified houses, called Ste. Marie and 
St. Gabriel, at the two extremities of the settle- 
ment, and lodged in them a considerable number 
of armed men, whom they employed in clearing 
and cultivating the surrounding lands, the property 
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of their community. All other outlying houses 
were alsso pierced with loopholes, and fortified as 
weD as the slender means of their owners would 
permit. Tlie laborers always carried their guns to 
tbe fifldj and often had need to use them. A few 
incident.^ will show the state of Montreal and the 
character of its tenants. 

In the autumn of 1657 there was a truce with 
the Iroquois^ under cover of which three or four of 
thorn came to the settlement. Nicolas God^ and 
Jwn Saint-P6re were on the roof of their house, 
living thatch : when one of the visitors aimed his 
aniuel>u?*e at Saint-P&re, and brought him to the 
?n)Mn<l like a wild turkey from a tree. Now en- 
> n'l a l>ri)<ligy ; for the assisnins, having cut off 
li> h^ail and carried it home to their village, were 
anuztMl to hear it sj)eak to them m good Iroquois, 
**'«»i'l tliem for their perfidy, aud threaten them 
*ith the vengeance of Heaven ; and they con- 
Miiii'il to hear its voi(*e of admonition even after 
?<'".tlpin^ it and throwing away the t^kull.* This 
'••>r\\ circulated at Montreal on the alle<red au- 
*!.«»ritv of the Indians thems<.4ves, found believers 
•»in«>nj: tht» most intelligent men of the colony. 

AiiutluT miracle, which occurred s<n'eral years 
•■»'♦ r. il«>«'rves to be rt^corded. T^e Maitre, one of 
*i»- two pri**»«ts who ha<l siiiled from France with 
Mt'!rniniM*IK» Mancc* and her nuns, bcin^ one dav nt 
'•'i*furtifnMl h«)usi» of St. flabrid, went out with the 
ii-iHT*. in ordt'r to watch while thev were at their 
^'•rk. Ill vifw of a j)ossible eni^my, he had girded 

i IMlier Ue CaMon. H%»i*Hrt du AfiMtrAil, 1057, 1068. 
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himself with an earthly sword ; but seeing no sign 
of danger, he presently took out his breviary, and, 
while reciting his oflBce with eyes bent on the 
page, walked into an ambuscade of Iroquois, who 
rose before him with a yell. 

He shouted to the laborers, and, drawing his 
sword, faced the whole savage crew, in order, prob- 
ably, to give the men time to snatch their guns. 
Afraid to approach, the Iroquois fired and killed 
him ; then rushed upon the working party, who 
escaped into the house, after losing several of their 
number. The victors cut off the head of tha 
heroic priest, and tied it in a white handkerchie£ 
which they took from a pocket of his cassock. It 
is said that on reaching their villages they wer^ 
astonished to find the handkerchief without th^ 
shghtest stain of blood, but stamped indelibly witlm 
the features of its late owner, so plainly marked 
that none who had known him could fail to recog- 
nize them.^ This not very original miracle, thoughi 
it found eager credence at Montreal, was received 
coolly, like other Montreal miracles, at Quebec ; 
and Sulpitian writers complain that the bishop, in 
a long letter which he wrote to the Pope, made no 
mention of it whatever. 

Le Maitre, on the voyage to Canada, had been 
accompanied by another priest, Guillaume de 
Vignal, who met a fate more deplorable than that 
of his companion, though unattended by any re- 

1 This story is told by Sister Morin, Marguerite Bourgeoys, and 
DoUier de Casson, on the authority of one Lavigne, then a prisoner 
among the Iroquois, who declared that he had seen the handkerchief io 
tlie hands of tlie returning warriors. 
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conlcd miracle. Le Maitre had been killed in 
August. In the October following, Vignal went 
with thirteen men, in a flat-boat and several canoes^ 
to IJe a la Pierre, nearly opposite Montreal, to get 
Mone for the seminary which the priests had re- 
ci'iitly Ix^gun to build. With him was a pious and 
valiant gentlem^in named Claude de Brigeac, who^ 
tlumgh but thirty years of age, had come as a sol- 
iwT to Montreal, in the hope of dying in defence 
of the true church, and thus reaping the reward 
of a martyr. Vignal and three or four men had 
M-aitvly landed when they were set upon by a 
liir-p'e band of Iroquois who lay among the bushes 
waitinij to receive them. Tlie rest of the party, 
^lin were still in their boats, with a cowardice rare 
•■it .Montreal, tliou*:ht onlv of savin^^ themselves. 
^\a\'Av de IJrijreac alone leaped ashore and ran 
t'» aid his couinules. Vignal was soon mortally 
^'niiicltMl. IJri;reac shot the chief dead with his 
•tr'|iij«lnisc. and then, pistol in hand, held the whole 
'rjMiii for an instant at bay; but his ann was shat- 
t»riM| hy a gun-shot, and he was seized, along with 
^:/ii;d. I!ene Cuillerier, and Jae<iues Dufresnc, 
hii^^in^ to the main shore, innnediately opposite 
Mniirn*.il. the Inxjuois made, after their custom, a 
•niall fort of lojrs and branches, in which thev en- 
*<'»iiri-<l th«'ms4»lves, and then began to dress the 
^^•■i.ndsof their prisoners. Si.»eing that Vignal was 
i:ri.iM«« to make the journey to their villages, they 
k.Ilfd him, divided his ilesh, and roasted it for food. 
iSri^eac and his fellows in misfortune spent a 
'luliil night in this den of wolves; and in the 
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moming their captors, having breakfasted on the 
remains of Vignal, took up their homeward march, 
drag^g the Frenchmen with them. On reaching 
Oneida, Brigeac was tortured to death with the 
customary atrocities. CuiD^rier, who was present, 
declared that they could wring from him no cry of 
pain, but that throughout he ceased not to pray for 
their conversion. The witness himself expected the 
same fate, but an old squaw happily adopted him, 
and thus saved his life. He eventually escaped to 
Albany, and returned to Canada by the circuitous 
but comparatively safe route of New York and 
Boston. 

In the following winter, Montreal suffered an 
irreparable loss in the death of the brave Major 
Closse, a man whose intrepid coolness was never 
known to fail in the direst emergency. Going to 
the aid of a party of laborers attacked by the Iro- 
quois, he was met by a crowd of savages, eager to 
kill or capture him. His servant ran off. He 
snapped a pistol at the foremost assailant, but it 
missed fire. His remaining pistol served him no 
better, and he was instantly shot down. "He 
died," writes Dollier de Casson, " like a brave sol- 
dier of Christ and the king." Some of his friends 
once remonstrating with him on the temerity with 
which he exposed his life, he replied, " Messieurs, 
I came here only to die in the service of God ; and 
if I thought I could not die here, I would leave 
this country to fight the Turks, that I might not 
' deprived of such a glory." ^ 

1 Dollier de Casson, Hittoire du Montreal, 1661, 1662. 
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The fortified house of Ste. Marie, belonging to 
the priest^ of St. Sulpice, was the scene of several 
hot ami bloody fights. Here, too, occurred tlie 
following nocturnal adventure. A man named 
Livi;:ne, wlio had lately returned from captivity 
mmg tlie Iroquois, chancing to rise at night and 
I<H)k out of the window, saw by the bright moon- 
li;rht a number of naked warriors stealthily gliding 
nmnd a corner and crouching near the door, in 
onliT to kill the first Frenchman who should go 
<>nt in the morning. He silently woke his com- 
r!«!»'< ; and, having the rest of the night for con- 
Mihation, they arranged their plan so well, that 
««ne of them, sall\ing from the rear of the house, 
'•iiiK* (Mutiously round upon the Iroquois, placed 
t!i»'in U'tween two fires, and captured them all. 

Ill** summer of IfiCl was marked by a series of 

•tlaniities scarcely paralleled even in the annals 

*'i ihi«i disastrous ei>och. Early in February, thir- 

t*rn c'olf mists wore surprised and captured ; next 

•iuiif a fi;rht iK'tween a large band of laborers and 

^^o Iiiiinlri*<l and sixty Iroquois; in the following 

in'»nth. ten more Frenchmen were killed or taken ; 

'"i'l tlu-nroforth, till winter closed, the settlement 

Ul •^an^'ly a breathing space. " These hobgob- 

1 Hn" writes the author of the lielation of this vear, 

'^»mrtinu»s ap|H»ared at the edge of the wo(k1s, 

^**a:linif us with abust^ ; sometimes tliey glided 

•■••:»lthi|y into the midst of tlie fields, to suri)rise 

'•»'* UH'U at work ; sometimt»s \\\v\ api)roa('h(»d 

= '»'* houses, harassing us without cvasing, and, 

1 ^^* ini[>ortunate harpies or birds of prey, swoop- 
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ing down on us whenever they could take ua 
unawares." * 

Speaking of the disasters of this year, the sol- 
dier-priest, Dollier de Casson, writes : " God, who 
afflicts the body only for the good of the soul, 
made a marvellous use of these calamities and ter- 
rors to hold the people firm in their duty towards 
Heaven. Vice was then almost unknown here, and 
in the midst of war religion flourished on all sides in 
a manner very different from what we now see in 
time of peace."' 

The war was, in fact, a war of religion. The 
small redoubts of logs, scattered about the skirts 
of the settlement to serve as points of defence in 
case of attack, bore the names of saints, to whose 
care they were commended. There was one placed 
under a higher protection and called the Redoubt 
of the Infant Jesus. Chomedey de Maisonneuve, 
the pious and valiant governor of Montreal, to 
whom its successful defence is largely due, re- 
solved, in view of the increasing fury and persist- 
ency of the Iroquois attacks, to form among the 
inhabitants a military fraternity, to be called 
" Soldiers of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph ; " and to this end he issued a proclama- 
tion, of which the following is the characteristic 
beginning : — 

" We, Paul de Chomedey, governor of the island 
of Montreal and lands thereon dependent, on in- 
formation given us from divers quarters that the 

1 JjG Jeune, Relation, 1661. p. 8 (ed. 1868). 
S Uistoire da MontrAil, 1660, 1661. 
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Iroquois have formed the design of seizmg upon 
thu settlement by surprise or force^ have thought 
it our duty, seeing that this island is the property 
of the Holy Virgin,' to invite and exhort those 
loalous for her service to unite together by squads, 
each of seven persons ; and after choosing a cor- 
poral by a plui^ity of voices, to report themselves 
to iL^ for enrolment in our garrison, and, in this 
capacity, to obey our orders, to the end that the 
country may be saved." 

Twenty squads, numbering in all one hundred 
aihl forty men, whose names, appended to the 
proclamation, may still be seen on the ancient 
n*<*i)nls of Montreal, answered the appeal and en- 
n^lliMi thiMiisolvc's in the holy cause. 

The whole settlement was in a state of religious 
exaltation. As the Iroquois were regarded as actual 
tuvrmidons of Satan in his mali*i^n warfare a^i^ainst 
M.irv and her divine Son, those who died in fight- 
in:: thi'in were held to merit the reward of martys, 
i-^^iirt'd of a seat in paradise. 

.\iid now it remains to reconl one of the most 
li-njic feats of anns ever achieved on this continent. 
Tliat it mav be rated as it merits, it will be well to 
r-viiuv for a moment at the condition of Canada, 
'■1 iiT the j>ortentous cloud of war which constantly 
•j^'Miadowed it.* 



■ Tr • :• no fliTiirp of pp^^erh. T!ie AnwK'iatos of Montreal, after 
** * ^ -«* • jrant nf tii«> litlmul from Jean de I^iu<ioii, pla(*e«l it under the 
i ■. ■ • il «• Vir^riii, and tornully declared her to he the i»ropriett)r 

^" '••'.. !l.«r d.iy turfh lor ever. 

• !• ail Tt.at ri'laTe* to Mi»ntreal. I cannot l)0 mfflfienlly jrratefiil to 
^ At»U Kaillun, the indet'ati(;able, patient, con»civutiou« chruuicler uf iti 
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early history; an ardent and prejudiced Salpitian, a priest who three 
centuries ago would have passed for credulous, and, withal, a kind- 
hearted and estimable man. Uis numerous books on his fayorite 
theme, with the vast and heterogeneous mass of facts which they 
embody, are invaluable, provided their partisan character be well kept 
in mind. His recent death leaves his principal work unfinished. His 
HUtoire de la Colonie Franqaite en Canada — it might more fitly be called 
Bistoire du MontrtaL — is unhappily little more than half complete. 



CHAPTER m. 

1660, 1661. 
THE HEROES OF THE LONG SAUT. 
Stwiinoijio Tkrrob. — FRAN90I8 Hbrtbl. — The Captive Wolf. 

"TnK THREATS5ED InTASIOM. — DaCLAC DES OrMBAUX. — TuB 

A iiTUTc 111,1111 j^T THE Long S^iut.— The Attack. — A Dksfebatb 
I^irtscE. — A Final Assault. — The Fort takbk. 

Canada had writhed for twenty years, with little 
f^*"|'iti\ under the scourge of Iroquois war. During 
* r'riat jKirt of this dark period the entire French 
hi'ulatiun was less than three thousand. What, 
^li^n. sivihI tlieni from destruction ? In the first 
!^'v, the settlement were grouped around three 
•Ttitied jK>sts, Quebec, Three Rivers, and M(mtreal, 
^iiirh in time of danger gave asylum to the fugi- 
*^vm inluihitants. Again, their assailantii were con- 
•Si'iiilly distracted by other wars, and never, except 
^* .1 li'w spasmo<lic intervals, were fully in earnest 
t<' 'it-tnu' the French colony. Canada was indis- 
!- iKil)le to them. The four upper nations of tlie 
''•'ijut* MHin became dependent on her for supplies; 
^ii'l all the nations alike apj)ear, at a very early 
I*T.fnl. to have conceived the policy on which they 
aiUnvanls distinctly acted, of balancing the rival 
t^ttltiueutd of the Uudson and the St. Lawrence, 
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the one against the other. They would torture, but 
not kill. It was but rarely that, in fits of fury, they 
struck their hatchets at the brain ; and thus the 
bleeding and gasping colony lingered on in torment. 

The seneschal of New France, son of the gov- 
ernor Lauson, was surprised and killed on the island 
of Orleans, along with seven companions. About 
the same time, the same fate befell the son of 
Godefroy, one of the chief inhabitants of Quebec. 
Outside the fortifications there was no safety for 
a moment. A universal terror seized the people. A 
comet appeared above Quebec, and they saw in it 
a herald of destruction. Their excited imagina- 
tions turned natural phenomena into portents and 
prodigies. A blazing canoe siiiled across the sky ; 
confused cries and lamentations were heard in the 
air ; and a voice of thunder sounded from mid- 
heaven.* The Jesuits despaired for their scattered 
and persecuted flocks. " Everywhere," writes theii 
superior, " we see infants to be saved for heaven 
sick and dying to be baptized, adults to be instructed, 
but everywhere we see the Iroquois. They hauni 
us like persecuting goblins. They kill our new- 
made Christians in oiu* arms. If they meet us or 
the river, they kill us. If they find us in the 
huts of our Indians, they bum us and them to- 
gether." * And he appeals urgently for troops tc 
destroy them, as a holy work inspired by God, and 
needful for his service. 

Canada was still a mission, and the influence oi 

1 Marie de rincamation, Lettrtf SepL, 1661. 
> Relation, 1660 (auoii^mous), 8. 
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the rhureh was paramount and pervading. At 
ynebec, m at Montreal, the war with the Iroquois 
WW reganled as a war with the hosts of Satan. Of 
the «»ttler8* cabins scattered along the shores above 
and bolow Quebec, many were provided with small 
inm cnnnon, made probably by blacksmiths in the 
colony; but they had also other protectors. In 
ea<h wns an image of the Virgin or some patron 
wint, and every morning the pious settler knelt 
f»<*fore the shrine to beg the protection of a celes- 
tial hand in his perilous labors of the forest or the 
Unn. 

When, in the summer of 1658, the young Vi- 
•t)!iiti» irArgenson came to aasume the thankless 
?.i*k of jrovt»niing the colony, the Iroquois war was 
at its hri^lit. On the day after his arrival, he was 
*5i*liinj^ his hands before scatinfr liiiiiself at dinner 
m tljv hall of the Chateau St. Louis, when cries of 
^Linn were heanUand he was told that the Iroquois 
^••ri* (hxe at hand. In fact, they were so near that 
th-ir \v:ir-\vh(M>ps and the screams of their victims 
"♦.I'i i^laiidy be heanl. Arfrcnson left his guests, 
an<l. with such a following as he could muster at the 
"i'»:nt-nt, hastened to the rescue; but the assiiilants 
^•Ti- too nimble for him. The forests, which grew 
•• t)j:it time around (^uc^bec, favored tluMii both in 
''■a« k and in retreat. After a year or two of expe- 
rt rn*'. he wn>te urgently to the court for tr()()])s. 
If' .I'iiU that, what with the demands of the har- 
V'-r.au'l the uiuuilitarv ehanieter of many of the 

-***1»T-, the colony could not furnish more than a 

» 

:*.-n'ired men for offensive operations. A vigorous 

6 
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aggressive war, he insists, is absolutely necessary, 
and this not only to save the colony, but to save 
the only true faith ; " for," to borrow his own words, 
" it is this colony alone which has the honor to be 
in the communion of the Holy Church. Every- 
where else reigns the doctrine of England or Hol- 
land, to which I can give no other name, because 
there are as many creeds as there are subjects who 
embrace them. They do not care in the least 
whether the Iroquois and the other savages of this 
country have or have not a knowledge of the true 
God, or else they are so malicious as to inject the 
venom of their errors into souls incapable of dis- 
tinguishing the truth of the gospel from the false- 
hoods of heresy ; and hence it is plain that religion 
has its sole support in the French colony, and that, 
if this colony is in danger, religion is equally in 
danger." * 

Among the most interesting memorials of the time 
are two letters, written by Francois Hertel, a youth 
of eighteen, captured at Three Rivers, and carried 
to the Mohawk towns in the summer of 1661. He 
belonged to one of the best families of Canada, and 
was the favorite child of his mother, to whom the 
second of the two letters is addressed. The first 
is to the Jesuit Le Moyne, who had gone to Onon- 
daga, in July of that year, to effect the release 
of French prisoners in accordance with the terms 
of a truce. ^ Both letters were written on birch 
bark : — 

1 Papierg d'Arpenson ; M^inoirt iur le iujet de la guerrt de$ Iroqmais, 1669 
(1060?). MS. 

* Journal des J4iu(t£i, 800. 
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3It Rctxrkxd Father: — The very day when you left 

Thrve Rivers 1 was captured, at about three in the afternoon, 

by foar Iroquois of the Mohawk tribe. I would not have been 

tain alire, iC to my sorrow, I had not feared that I was not 

io a fit state to die. If you came here, my Father, I could 

Itaie (he happiness of confessing to you ; and I do not think 

ibfr vould do you any harm ; and I think that I could return 

k^me with you. I pray you to pity my poor mother, who is 

Id preai trouble. Yon know, my Father, how fond she is of 

Re. I have heard from a Frenchman, who was Uiken at 

Three Uvera on the 1st of August, that she is well, and cora- 

fcrt» herself with the hope that I bhall see you. There are 

t^ of U9 Frenchmen alive here. I commend myself to your 

pviil prayersi and particularly to the Holy Sacrifice of the 

lUnKi I pray y«>n, my Father, to say a mass for me. I pray 

?oa irive my dutiful love to my poor mother, and console her, 

^ it )ileaM*s you. 

Mv K:itlit'r, I bog your blessing on the h:uid that writes to 
y-'J. whioli has one of the fingers burnetl in the bowl of 
>B Iihlian pipe, ti) satisfy the Majesty of God which I have 
<fcn]<^L Tilt* thumb of the other hand is cut oflf; but do 
& t t<ll niv mother of it. 

M\ Kuthi'r, 1 pray you to honor me with a word from your 
L'^i ! in reply, and tell me if you shall come here before 
'inter. 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

Francois IIertel. 

Ttie following Ls the letter to his mother, sent 
I-rolwhly, with the other, to the charge of Le 
Movne : — 

Mr Mo^T DEAR AXD HONORED MoTHER : — I know vory 
''.i i}. il my capture must have distrosi«ed you very much. 
I x*k \*»xi to f<»ri:ive mv disoWdience. It is niv hins that 
Ki\? f.Iired me where I am. I owe my life to your j»rayers, 
tr. i f h< AC iif M. de Saint-Quentin, and of my sisters. I hope* to 
•tr \./u AgHiu before winter. I pray you to tell the good breth- 



68 THE HEROES OF THE LONG SAUT. [1660. 

ren of Notre Dame to pray to Gbd and the Holy Virgin for me, 

my dear mother, and for you and all my sisters. 

Your poor 

Fanchon. 

This, no doubt, was the name by which she had 
called him familiarly when a child. And who was 
this " Fanchon," this devout and tender son of a 
fond mother ? New England can answer to her cost. 
When, twenty-nine years later, a band of French 
and Indians issued from the forest and fell upon 
the fort and settlement of Salmon Falls, it was 
Franc^ois Hertel who led the attack ; and when the 
retiring victors were hard pressed by an over- 
whelming force, it was he who, sword in hand, held 
the pursuers in check at the bridge of Wooster 
River, and covered the retreat of his men. He 
was ennobled for his services, and died at the age 
of eighty, the founder of one of the most distin- 
guished families of Canada.* To the New England 
of old he was the abhorred chief of Popish malig- 
nants and murdering savages. The New England 
of to-day mil be more just to the brave defender 
of his country and his faith. 

In May, 1660, a party of French Algonquins 
captured a Wolf, or Mohegan, Indian, naturalized 
among the Iroquois, brought him to Quebec, and 
burned him there with their usual atrocity of tor- 
ture. A modern Catholic writer says that the 
Jesuits could not save him; but this is not so. 
Their influence over the consciences of the colonists 

1 Hio letters of nobility, dated 1716, will be found in Duiiel'f ffutoir^ 
dea GratideB Families Fran\ai*fa du Canada, 401. 
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wv at that time unbounded, and their direct po- 
litical power was very great. A protest on their 
part, and that of the newly arrived bishop, who 
was} in their interest, could not have failed of effect. 
The truth was, they did not care to prevent the 
torture of prisoners of war, not solely out of that 
spirit of compliance with the savage humor of 
Indian allies which stains so often the pages of 
French American history, but also, and perhaps 
cliii'lly, from motives purely religious. Torture, in 
tlii-ir eyes, seems to have been a blessing in dis- 
guhic. They thought it good for the soul, and in 
<UH» of otxluracy the surest way of salvation. " We 
have viTV rarely indeed," writes one of them, 
"^ratlie burning of an Iroquois without feeling 
'''in* that he wiw on the path to Pai-adise; and we 
nv\,.r knew one of them to be surely on the path 
to Parailise without seeing him pass through this 
fi»rv punijilinient." * So they let the Wolf buni; 
*' it lirvt, having instructed him after their fiushion, 
•ii'-y baptized him, and his savjige soul flew to 
ii' iv«*n out of the fire. " Is it not," pursues the 
M!ui» writer, •• a marvel to see a wolf changed at 
on*' Mn^ke into a Iamb, and enter into the fold of 
UiriM, wliicli he came to ravage?" 

IJ-lorc he died he requited their spiritual cares 
*.'li a startling secret. He told them that eight 
h ri'lriMl Iroquois warriors were cucampe<l below 
Moiitn-al ; that four hundred more, who had win- 
^timI ijii the Ottawa, were on the point of joining 
^*.viu; and that the united force would ?fWoop upon 

1 iUiution, 1C60, 81. 
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Quebec, kill the governor, lay waste the town, and 
then attack Three Rivers and Montreal.* This 
time, at least, the Iroquois were in deadly earnest. 
Quebec was wild with terror. The XJrsulines and 
the nuns of the HStel Dieu took refuge in the 
strong and extensive building which the Jesuits 
had just finished, opposite the Parish Church. Its 
walls and palisades made it easy of defence ; and 
in its yards and court were lodged the terrified 
Hurons, as well as the fugitive inhabitants of the 
neighboring settlements. Others found asylum in 
the fort, and others in the convent of the Ursulines, 
which, in place of nuns, was occupied by twenty- 
four soldiers, who fortified it with redoubts, and 
barricaded the doors and windows. Similar meas- 
ures of defence were taken at the HOtel Dieu, 
and the streets of the Lower Town were strongly 
barricaded. Everybody was in arms, and the 
Qui vive of the sentries and patrols resounded all 
night.^ 

Several days passed, and no Iroquois appeared. 
The refugees took heart, and began to return to 
their deserted farms and dwellings. Among the 
rest was a family consisting of an old woman, her 
daughter, her son-in-law, and four small children, 
living near St. Anne, some twenty miles below 
Quebec. On reaching home the old woman and 
the man went to their work in the fields, while 
the mother and children remained in the house. 

* Marie de rincamation, Lettre, C5 Juin, 1660. 

' On thJH alarm at Quebec compare Marie de I'Incamation, 25 Juin, 
Vm ; Rfhtimi, 1000, 5 ; Juchereau, UUtoirt de VIIdtel-DUu de Quebec, 126 ; 
aud Journal des J^uiteif 282. 
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Here they were pounced upon and captured by 
eight renegade Hurons, Iroquois by adoption, who 
placed them in their large canoe, and paddled up 
the river with their prize. It was Siiturday, a day 
«le<iicated to the Virgin ; and the captive mother 
prayed to her for aid, " feeling," writes a Jesuit, 
**a full conviction that, in passing before Quebec 
on a Siturday, she would be delivered by the power 
of this Queen of Heaven.** In fact, as the ma- 
niuilers and their captives glided in the darkness 
of uijrht by Point Levi, under the shadow of the 
^ore, they were greeted with a volley of musketry 
from the bu^<he8, and a band of French and Algon- 
*juins dushed into the water to seize them. Five 
•»l ilu* eight were taken, and the rest shot or 
'iniwiuMl. The governor had heard of the descent 
at St. Anne, and despatched a party to lie in am- 
■•i^li fur the authors of it. The Jesuits, it is need- 
le**'' to siv, saw a miracle in the result. The Viri^in 
lu*I answered the prayer of her votary. " Though 
it i'i true," observes the father who records the 
iiurvfK •• that, in the volley, she received a mortal 
^•iiiinl/' The same shot struck the infant in her 
i-iL<. Tlie prisoners were tiiken to Quebec, where 
•"■irof them were tortured with even more ferocity 
•lun had been shown in the case of the unfortunate 
^^*Ai} Being questioned, they confirmed his story, 

• T#. •r»rtiirM-» were diri^tinn Alijonquinn, ronvrrt'* of tho .Tcnuit*. 
»• i r:-.|, who «a» pn-MMit to jfive bpiritiial tt'u\ to the MitliTtTs. ile- 

'" •••■"■ •.fiie with horriMi* iniinilnu ^s. "I ciuilcl not." hi* wiMt. 

• '•' M i-m fnifii thfir tiiriiieni!*." lVrh;i|»!» not : Imt il is ivrtain that 
'*.'•«« a »mhIv. with «»r with'Mit the hiilio^i. j'duIiI haM» i»n*vrnli'«l 

• * ' • *}. ti4<i lUvv MTvii til. Thi'^- ^uInctillli•• taught their converts to 
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and expressed great surprise that the Iroquois had 
not come, adding that tiiey must have stopped to 
attack Montreal or Three Rivers. Again all was 
terror, and again days passed and no enemy 
appeared. Had the djdng converts, so charitably 
despatched to heaven through fire, sought an un- 
hallowed consolation in scaring the abettors of their 
torture with a lie ? Not at all. Bating a slight 
exaggeration, they had told the truth. Where, 
then, were the L'oquois ? As one small point of 
steel disarms the lightning of its terrors, so did the 
heroism of a few intrepid youths divert this storm 
of war and save Canada from a possible ruin. 

In the preceding April, before the designs of 
the Iroquois were known, a yoxmg officer named 
Daulac, commandant of the garrison of Montreal, 
asked leave of Maisonneuve, the governor, to lead 
a party of volunteers against the enemy. His plan 
w^as bold to desperation. It was known that Iro- 
quois warriors in great numbers had wintered 
among the forests of the Ottawa. Daulac proposed 
to waylay them on their descent of the river, and 
fight them without regard to disparity of force. 
The settlers of Montreal had hitherto acted solely 
on the defensive, for their niunbers had been too 
small for aggressive war. Of late their strength 
had been somewhat increased, and Maisonneuve, 
judging that a display of enterprise and boldness 

pray for their enemies. It wotild !mve been well had they tanght theni 
not to torture tliein. I can recall but one instance in which they did so. 
The prayers for enemies were always for a npiritual, not a temporal g(K>d. 
The fathers held the boily in slight account, and cared little what hap- 
pened to it 
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nu^^ht act as a check on the audacity of the enemy, 
it length gave his consent. 

Adam Daulac, or DolLard, Sieur des Ormeaux, 
was a young man of good family, who had come 
to the colony three years before, at the age of 
twenty-two. He had held some military command 
in France, though in what rank does not appear. 
It wa8 said that he had been involved in some 
iffair which made him anxious to wipe out the 
rnvmon- of the past by a noteworthy exploit ; and 
he had In^en busy for some time among the young 
men of Montreal, inviting them to join him in the 
enteq)rise he medit4ited. Sixteen of them caught 
hi> spirit, struck hands with him, and pledged their 
wunl. They bound themselves by oath to accept 
no <jiijirter; and, having gained Maisonneuve's 
C"nM]ii, they made their wills, confessed, and 
nvtived the sacraments. As they knelt for tlie 
la*t lime before the altar in the chapel of the 
H'ti'l Dicu, that stunly little population of pious 
Iniian-li^'hters gazed on them with enthusiasm, not 
*wr.:iiixetl with an envy which had in it nothing 
^"^•'••Ic. Some of the chief men of Montreal, with 
t> lir.ive Charles Ix; Moyne at their head, begged 
•'••Ml to wait till the spring sowing was over, that 
:;..v ini;^rht join them; but Daulac refused. He 
** I' jt-ahius of the glory and the danger, and he 
^ "!i-*l to <*onHnand. which he could not have done 
-1 ' lit- Moyne l»een present. 

T!j»- -|iirit of the enterprise was purely nu^diieval. 
li- vii:lin-iasiu of honor, the enthusiasm of adven- 
toTi', and the enthusiasm of faith, were its motive 
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forces. Daulac was a knight of the early crusades 
among the forests and savages of the New World. 
Yet the incidents of this exotic heroism are definite 
and clear as a tale of yesterday. The names, ages, 
and occupations of the seventeen yoxmg men may 
still be read on the ancient register of Ihe parish 
of Montreal; and the notarial acts of that year, 
preserved in the records of the city, contain minute 
accoxmts of such property as each of them possessed. 
The three eldest were of twenty-eight, thirty, and 
thirty-one years respectively. The age of the rest 
varied from twenty-one to twenty-seven. They 
were of various callings, — soldiers, armorers, lock- 
smiths, lime-burners, or settlers without trades. 
The greater number had come to the colony as 
part of the reinforcement brought by Maisonneuve 
in 1653. 

After a solemn farewell they embarked in sev- 
eral canoes well supplied with arms and ammuni- 
tion. They were very indifferent canoe-men ; and 
it is said that they lost a week in vain attempts to 
pass the swift current of St. Anne, at the head of 
the island of Montreal. At length they were more 
successful, and entering the mouth of the Ottawa, 
crossed the Lake of Two Mountains, and slowly 
advanced against the current. 

Meanwhile, forty warriors of that remnant of the 

Ilurons who, in spite of Iroquois persecutions, still 

lingered at Quebec, had set out on a war-party, led 

the brave and wily Etienne Annahotaha, theii 

noted chief. They stopped by the way at 

5 Rivers, where they found a band of Christian 
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Algonquins under a chief named Mituvemeg. An- 
ikihotaha challenged him to a trial of courage, and 
it was agreed that they should meet at Montreal, 
where they were likely to find a speedy oppor- 
tunity of putting their mettle to the test. Thither, 
ioi'onlinjrly, they repaired, the Algonquin with 
tLree followers, and the Huron with thirty-nine. 

It wail not long before they learned the departure 
of DauLic and his companions. " For," observes 
the honest Dollier de Casson, " the principal fault 
of our Frenchmen is to talk too much." The wish 
^iiei] them to share the adventure, and to that 
♦■nd the Huron chief asked the governor for a letter 
t«» Daulac, to ser\'e as credentials. Maisonneuve 
h-vTiitdl. His faith in Huron valor was not great, 
n i \iv fejired the proposed alliance. Nevertheless, 
i- it longth yielded so far as to give Annahotaha 
•» '.*-*wr in which Daulac was told to accept or reject 
•V [in>tTcre<l reinforcement as he should see fit. 
Tuv Ilurons and Algonquins now embarked and 
T'l'MltHJ in pursuit of the seventeen Frenchmen. 

Tli« V mi^anwhile had passed with difliculty the 
*' ft current at Carillon, and about the first of 
M V roachoil the foot of the more fonnidable rapid 

i"! the I»ng Saut, where a tumult of waters, 
■ '■■:iin:: aiiionjr ledges and boulders, barred the 
■'■-^anl way. It was needless to go farther. The 
b^l'ioi* were sure to pass the &iut, and could be 
• .'lit hi*n» as well as elsewhere. Just below the 
*'*:'l.w|i«Te the forests sloped gently to the slion*, 

'•.":i.: tIm* bushes and stumps of the roiijrh clcarin;^ 
::a.:.. in constructing it, stood a palisade fort, the 
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-work of an Algonquin war-party in the past autumn. 
It was a mere enclosure of trunks of small trees 
planted in a circle, and was already ruinous. Such 
as it was, the Frenchmen took possession of it 
Their first care, one would tliink, should have been 
to repair and strengthen it ; but this they seem 
not to have done : possibly, in the exaltation of 
their minds, they scorned such precaution. They 
made their fires, and slxmg their kettles on the 
neighboring shore ; and here they were soon joined 
by the Hurons and Algonquins. Daulac, it seems, 
made no objection to their company, and they all 
bivouacked together. Morning and noon and night 
they pniyed in three different tongues ; and when 
at sunset the long reach of forests on the farther 
phore basked peacefully in the level rays, the rapidfl 
joined their hoarse music to the notes of their even- 
ing hymn. 

In a day or two their scouts came in with tidings 
that two Iroquois canoes were coming down the 
Saut. Daulac had time to set his men in ambush 
among the bushes at a point where he thought the 
strangers likely to land. He judged aright. The 
canoes, bearing five Iroquois, approached, and were 
met by a volley fired Avith such precipitation that 
one or more of them escaped the shot, fled into the 
forest, and told their mischance to their main body, 
two hundred in number, on the river above. A 
fleet of canoes suddenly appeared, bounding doi^m 
the rapids, filled with warriors eager for revenge. 
The allies had barely time to escape to their fort, 
leaving their kettles still slung over the fires. The 
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Iruquois made a hasty and desultory attack, and 
were ({iiirkl y reputed. They next opened a parley, 
bopinj:. no doubt, to gain some advantage by sur- 
pri'«e. Failing in this, they set themselves, after 
thi'ir custom on such occasions, to building a rude 
fort of tlicir own in the neighlioring forest. 

Tliis giive the French a breathing-time, and they 
\i^\ it for strengthening their defences. Being 
pnnichil with tools, they planted a row of stakes 
within their piilisjide, to form a double fence, and 
fiUnl the inter\ening space with earth and stones 
tothi' hiMjrht of a man, leaving some twenty loop- 
kolts. sit each of which three marksmen were sta- 
tione'l. Tht'ir work was still unfinished when the 
In-iuoi^i wf rt» up(m them a<rain. They had broken 
t" |iitr»»'i tlio hirrh canoes of the French and their 
*il:«'^. Mini, kintlliii^r the bark, rushed up to pile it 
^vi/:!!:: ;» L'ain^t the piilisade ; but so brisk and steady 
• lin- iiirt tlifin that they rocoiliMl and at last gave 
»\v. ThfV cjMue <m agsiin, and again were driven 
^<i'k.lr;ivinjr many of their number on the ground, 
>T:.'in:: th«»iii tlie principal chief of the Scnecas. 
Vriif of the French dasheil out, and, covered bv 
■i- tin* of tlM'ir comrades, hacked off his head. and 
'•'•k it fui the palisnde, while the Iroquois howled 
•'. a fn-n/y of helpless rage. They tritnl another 
-••" k, Mh\ were beaten olT a thinl time. 

l!ii' «l;i'.li»^l their spirits, and they sent a canoe to 
''•'*. tn tli«-ir aid five hundred of their warrioi's who 
*'?•• liin-terotl near the mouth of the Kieh<»Iieu. 
r!..M^ \v«Te thc^llies whom, but for this untowanl 
^-•'k. ihey were on their way to join for a com- 
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binetl attack on Quebec, Three Rivers, and Mon- 
treal. It was maddening to see their grand projecfc 
thwarted bv a few French and Indians ensconced 
in a p;iltry redoubt, scarcely better than a cattle- 
pen ; but they were forced to digest the affront as 
best they might. 

Meanwhile, crouched behind trees and logs, they 
beset the fort, harassing its defenders day and night 
with a spattering fire and a constant menace of 
attack. Thus five days passed. Hunger, thirst, 
and want of sleep wrought fatally on the strength 
of the French and their allies, who, pent up to- 
gether in their narrow prison, fought and prayed 
by turns. Deprived as they were of water, they 
could not swallow the crushed Indian com, or 
" hominy," which was their only food. Some of 
them, under cover of a brisk fire, ran down to the 
river and filled such small vessels as they had ; but 
this pittance only tantalized their thirst. They dug 
a hole in the fort, and were rewarded at last by a 
little muddy water oozing through the clay. 

Among the assailants were a number of Hurons, 
adopted by the Ii-oquois and fighting on their side. 
These renegades now shouted to their countr3rmen 
in the fort, telling them that a fresh army was 
close at hand ; that they would soon be attacked 
b}- seven or eight hundred warriors ; and that their 
only hope wa.s in joining the Iroquois, who would 
receive them as friends. Annahotaha's followers, 
half dead with thirst and famine, listened to their 
seducers, took the bait, and, one, two, or three at 
a time, chmbed the palisade, and ran over to the 
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enemy, amid the hootings and execrations of those 
whom thev de5»erted. Their chief stood firm : and 
when he saw his nephew, Lii Mouche, join the other 
futritives, he fired his pistol at him in a rage. The 
four Algunqiiinsy who had no mercy to hope for, 
siuo<l {\\fX^ with the courage of despair. 

On tlie fifth day an uproar of unearthly yells 
\im\ seven himdrcd savage throats, mingled with 
irhittfring salute of musketry, told the French- 
man iliiit the expected reinforcement had come ; 
aixl K>on. in the forest and on the clearing, a crowd 
of warriors mustered for the attack. Knowing 
in»m the Huron deserters the weakness of their 
emmy, they had no doubt of an easy victory. They 
a':\;iurtMl cautiously, as was asual with the Iroquois 
'••'i'Hf their l>loo<l was up, screecliing, leaping from 
*i'if to ••ide, and firing as they came on ; but the 
KpiHi were at tlieir post**, and every loophole 
'iirtni its t4>njrue of fire. Besides muskets, they 
i-ni heavy inusketoons of hirge calibre, which, scat- 
*• riiii: ^cnips of lead and iron among tlie throng of 
M\a:;t*s, often maimed sevend of them at one dis- 
•lurje. The Iroijuois, astonished at the persistent 
*'i;"r of tlie defence, fell back discomfited. The fire 
'•■ •!»!• Fren<'lu who were themselves completely 
.'litr I'over, had told upon them with deadly effect. 
T!»r»e tlays more wore away in a series of futile 
i".i«k>. made with little concert or vigor; and 
■ ir.n/ all this time Daulac and his men, reeling 
^'tii I'xhaustion, fought and prayed as before, sure 
^: u nurtvr's rewanl. 

The uncertain, vacillating temper common to all 
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Indians now began to declare itself. Some of the 
Iroquois were for going home. Others revolted at 
the thought, and declared that it would be an 
eternal disgrace to lose so many men at the hands 
of so paltry an enemy, and yet fail to take revenge. 
It was resolved to make a general assault, and vol- 
unteers were called for to lead the attack. After 
the custom on such occasions, bundles of small 
sticks were thrown upon the ground, and those 
picked them up who dared, thus accepting the 
gage of battle, and enrolling themselves in the 
forlorn hope. No precaution was neglected. Large 
and heavy shields four or five feet high were made 
by lashing together three split logs with the aid of 
cross-bars. Covering themselves with these man- 
telets, the chosen band advanced, followed by the 
motley throng of warriors. In spite of a brisk fire, 
they reached the palisade, and, crouching below 
the range of shot, hewed furiously with their 
hatchets to cut their way through. The rest fol- 
lowed close, and swarmed like angry hornets 
around the little fort, hacking and tearing to 
get in. 

Daulac had crammed a large musketoon with 
powder, and plugged up the muzzle. Lighting the 
fuse inserted in it, he tried to throw it over the bar- 
rier, to burst like a grenade among the crowd of 
savages without ; but it struck the ragged top of 
one of the palisades, fell back among the French- 
men and exploded, killing and woimding several 
of them, and nearly blinding others. In the con- 
fusion that followed, the Iroquois got possesoion of 
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till- loopholes^ and, thrusting in their guns, fired on 
tIi(K* within. In a moment more they had torn a 
\)Ti\w\i in the palisade ; but, nerved with the energy 
t»f <les|K'ration, Daulac and his followers sprang to 
'It'lVinl it. Another breach was made, and then 
aimihiT. Daulac was struck dead, but the sur- 
vivors kept up the fight. With a sword or a 
ti<itrliet in one hand and a knife in the other, they 
timw themselves against the throng of enemies, 
i'trikiii'r and stabbing with the fury of madmen; 
^11 ilio Iroquois, desjxiiring of taking them alive, 
liriil vulley after volley and shot them down. All 
^Jis oven and a burst of trimnphant yells pro- 
fLiiujul the dear-bought victory. 

Nanliin^r the pile of corpses, the Victors found 
I" .r Frmrhmcn still breathing. Three ha<l scarcely 
•» ^l^jik of lifi», and, as no time was to be lost, they 
•iiniiil iluMii on the spot. The fourth, less for- 
■ .!..iTr. '•frinnl likelv to survive, and thev reserved 
i. ::i I'ur future torments. As for the Huron de- 

^r*«i>.. thiMr cowanlice i)rofited them little. The 

1. . * 

•"■i«:iii-. n-iranllcss of their promises, fell upon them, 

:U'«1 -iiim* at once, and carried the rest to their 

• lijf-i fnr a similar fate. Five of the number had 

-. • j«mn1 fortune to escape, and it was from them, 

' -1 I»v admissions ma<le lon<r afterwanis bv the 

I'"iiin\ themselves, that the French of Canada 

'•"r.\iMi all their knowle<I«^e of this ^^lorious disiister.* 

'•V f-1 :'r.f f»ji:itivi« Muronii rem-licil Montreal, tlu'v wi-to unwilling; 

■t .. '» ,. r -ir'frtii.ii tif tilt* Frfiicli, anil «le»'lartMl tluil tl-i-v ami M>ine 

" ••■ f * •■ r !«■> fill'. t«» tlif iiiiiiil>i'r <»t' toiirti-fi). Iia«l xtnoil hv tl t-iii tt> 

•■ I : • tt .!• tl 4' -ttirv toM liV niif (if tlifll) to lilt' .li'oilil ( 'llUIIIIl'K 

'"■': •til Lv Liia cvuiiuuiiiciitt-U iu a letter tu hi* frit* ii«1b ut (^ui-la>c. The 

6 
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To the colony it proved a salvation. The Iro- 
quois had had fighting enough. If seventeen 
Frenchmen, four Algonquins, and one Huron, be- 
hind a picket fence, could hold seven hundred war- 
riors at bay so long, what might they expect from 
many such, fighting behind walls of stone ? For 
that year they thought no more of capturing Quebec 
and Montreal, but went home dejected and amazed, 
to howl over their losses, and nurse their dashed 
courage for a day of vengeance. 

substance of this letter is giren by Marie de rincamation, in her letter to 
her son of June 25, 1660. The Jesuit Relation of this year gives another 
long account of tlie afTair, also derived from the Huron deserters, who 
this time only pretended that ten of their number remained with tlie 
French. They afterwanis admitted that all had deserted but Annaho- 
taha, as appears from the account drawn up by Dollier de Casson, in his 
Histoire du ^fon^r^, Another contemporary, Belmont, who heard the 
story from an Iroquois, maizes the same statement All these writen, 
though two of them were not friendly to Montreal, agree that Daulac 
and his followers save<l Canada from a disastrous invasion. The gov- 
ernor, Argenson, in a letter written on the fourth of July following* 
and in his M€ino'n-e. gur /<• mijet de la giterre dfs Iroquoin, expresses the same 
conviction. Before me is an extract, copied from the Petit Reifi»tre de la 
Cure de Sfontr€al, giving the nsmcs and ages of Daulac's men. The 
Abhd Faillon took extraonlinary pains to collect all the evidence touch- 
ing this affair. See his Histoire de la Colotiie Franqaise, II. chap. xv. 
Charlevoix, very little to his credit, passes it over in silence, not being 
partial to Montreal. 
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THE DISPUTED BISHOPRIC. 

I^fnic Stbifb. — JEftriT asd Sulpitiait. — AbbA Qubtlus. — 
Ki«%riii« DE Laval. — Tub Zkalotm op Caeit. — Gallicak and 
riT»%iio\T««K. — TnB RiTAL Claimants. — Stobm at Qitbbbo. 

— I.ifiL TbII MPHANT. 

^ ANAPA. ;rasj)ing under the Iroquois tomjihawk, 
^:i jlit, fHH» wouM .<upi>ose, have thought her cup of 
'•':•. Lition full. and, sited with inevitable woe, have 
**':jlit eon<4)lation from the wrath without in a 
'••■> lidui within. Nut so, however; for while the 
!'.>ni» n ni;re«l at the d(x>r, dis<*onl rioted at the 
••■ Tth-tuut*. IIi*r domestic quarrels were wonder- 
••' :!i nuiulier, diversitv.and bitterness. There was 
■'•■ •T.iiiflinir quarrel of Montreal and Quebec, the 
■. '.rnU of priests with each other, of priests 

• . *\»' ;rovtTnor, and of the governor with the 
'■'•M'.iUt, bf-iides ceaseless wninglings of rival 
'^. 'T' ;iii<l rival peculators. 

""••iiif of these disputes were local and of no 
'■" il •i;:nirn'an(*e ; while others are verv inter- 
"*'.:. iMM-au^ie. on a remote and obscure theatn\ 
X' y rrpresent, sometimes in striking forms, the 
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contending passions and principles of a most inm.— 
poilnnt epoch of history. To begin with on ^3 
\\hioh even to this du}^ has left a root of bitterr— 
iiess behind it. 

The association of pious enthusiasts who ha<il 
founded MontreaP was reduced in 1657 to a reii"B.- 
nant of five or six persons, whose ebbing zeal an <J 
overtaxed purses were no longer equal to the dc^- 
vout but arduous enterprise. They begged tla 
priests of the Seminary of St. Sulpice to take it o 
their hands. The priests consented ; and, though tl«. ^ 
conveyance of the island of Montreal to these i' 
new proprietors did not take effect till some yea] 
later, four of the Sulpitian fathers, Queylus, Souar^ % 
Galinee, and Allet, came out to the colony ui^ ^ 
took it in charge. Thus far Canada had had n^o 
bishop, and the Sulpitians now aspired to give it 
one from their own brotherhood. Many yea' 
before, when the RecoUets had a foothold in tl 
colony, they too, or at least some of them, had che ^' 
ished the hope of giving Canada a bishop of the ii* 
own.^ As for the Jesuits, who for nearly thirty 
ycai^ had of themselves constituted the Canadian 
church, they had been content thus far to dispense 
with a bishop ; for, having no rivals in tlie field, 
they had felt no need of episcopal support. 

The Sulpitians put forward Queylus as their 
candidate for the new bishopric. The assembly 
of French clergy approved, and Cardinal Mazarin 

* Sec Jesuits in North America, cliap. xr. 

^ SUmoire qui faict pour Vaffnire dts P.P. RfCoHectt de la prOHtnCf dt SL 
Dfnt/8 ditte de Pan'it touchant le droict qn'Us ont depuU Van 1616, d'alier tn 
Quanada touU Vauihorit€ de Sa Maiett^, tie, 1687. 
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himself !«oeTnc<1 to sanction, the nomination. Tlie 
Ji'Miifs •faw that their time of action was come. It 
wiL-itliov who had l)ome the heat and bunlen of 
tl«» ihiv, the toils, privations, and martynloms, while 
.T« v<'i the Sulpitians had done nothing and en- 
Miintl nothin^r. If anv bo<lv of ecclesiastics was 
!'» Ii:ivt» the nomination of a bishop, it clearly be- 
W^xh] to them, the Jesuits. Their might, too, 
niatrlnKl their right. Tliey were strong at court ; 
M.iziiriii withdrew his assent, and the Jesuits were 
invitotl to name a bishop to their liking. 

Mtvinwhilo the Sulpitians, despairinjr of the bish- 
f»prii", had sought their solace elsewhere. Ships 
f-»!in«l for Canada had usually siiiled from ports 
^^i^hin the juris^lietion of the Archbishop of Rouen, 
;t!i! tlio departing missionaries had received their 
»<rlt.*i.,<tiiMl powers from him, till he had learned 
:•• ri-.;anl Cana'la as an outlvin;^ section of his dio- 
'••■N'. Xot unwilling to assert his claims, he now 
ri!!i' (^urylus his vicar-geneml for all Canada, 
•li 1* rliitliing him with episcopal powers, and plac- 
-!•' Iiiiii nvcr the heads of tlie Jesuits, (^ueylus, 
:!i • iLi-t. though not in name, a bishoj), left his 
•":M;Mn!ou Souart in the spiritual charge of Mon- 
•'"•!. caiur <lown to (^uebct*, announctMl his new 
' -^li.v, and assunuMl the cunu^y of the parish. 
1:." .Ii'^uit-i received him at first with th(»ir usual 

f''»M:tv. an exercise of sclf-(*outn»l n»inlc»red luore 
• j-y l\ tlii'ir knowledge tliat c»uc uiorc potent than 
y>ylii< would soon arrive to supplant liiui.* 

A If 'iili -l AfTnunt fif l!io oxfHTirnco* of Qurvln* at Qu^■^^M^ iinnio- 
'-**''-.* Alivr hifl aitivaI, mm rclaieJ !•> luiiiM'lt', will be fouml in a nii'iiiuir 
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The vicar of the Archbishop of Rouen was a 
man of many virtues, devoted to good works, as 
he understood them ; rich, for the Sulpitians were 
imder no vow of poverty ; generous in alms- 
giving, busy, indefatigable, overflo^ving with zeal, 
vivacious in temperament and excitable in temper, 
impatient of opposition, and, as it seems, incapable, 
like his destined rival, of seeing any way of doing 
good but his own. Though the Jesuits were out- 
wardly courteous, their partisans would not listen 
to the new cure's sermons, or Ustened only to find 
fault, and germs of discord grew vigorously in the 
parish of Quebec. Prudence was not among the 
virtues of Queylus. He launched two sermons 
against the Jesuits, in which he likened himself 
to Christ and them to the Pharisees. " Who," he 
supposed them to say, " is this Jesus, so beloved of 
the people, who comes to cast discredit on us, who 
for thirty or forty years have governed church and 
state here, with none to dispute us?"^ He de- 
nounced such of his hearers as came to pick flaws 
in his discourse, and told them it would be better 
for their souls if they lay in bed at home, sick of 
a " good quartan fever." His ire was greatly kin- 
dled by a letter of the Jesuit Pijart, which fell into 
his hands through a female adherent, the pious 

by the Siilpitinn Allet in Morale Praiiqw de» J^uftes, XXXIV. chap, 
zii. In chapter ten of the same volume the writer says that he Tisited 
Queylus at Mont St. Vale'rien. after his return IVom Canada. "IX me 
prit k part ; nous nous promenames assez longtemps dans le jardin et il 
m'ouvrit son cceur sur la conduite des Jesuites dans le Canada et partouC 
ailleurs. Messieurs de St. Sulpice savent bien ce qu'il m'en a pu dire» et je 
sois assurd qu'ils ne <liront pas que je I'ai dd prendre pour dec menaongea." 
^ Journal des J^iuilts, Oct., 1657. 
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Mailamo cVAillebout, and in which that father de- 

ilareil that he, Queyhis, was waging war on him 

Hiiil his brethren more savagely than the Iroquois.* 

'• He was a.s crazy at sight of a Jesuit," writes an 

Hilvfrso biogni[)her, " as a mad dog at sight of 

water."* He c<H)k^d, however, on being shown 

ctTtain fKipei's which proved that his position was 

ni'itluT so strong nor so secure as he had suppased ; 

;\ivl ilie governor, Argenson, at length pei'suaded 

liiin to retire to Montreal.' 

TIr* 4ui*en mother, Anne of Austria, always in- 

eliiiiil ti> the Jesuit.s had invited Father Le Jeune, 

>*ho was then in France, to make choice of a bishop 

tor (';in:ida. It was not an easv task. No Jesuit 

w.iMliL'ibK'. for the s»«re imlicv of l-iovola had ex- 

»! iail nuMiibt'rs of the onler from the bishopric. 

Th'- Hi:ii< of the times portended ti*ouble for the 

' innliim <'hiin'h. and there was need of a bishop 

^\!iM wiiitld assert hi»r claims and light her l)attles. 

>"'ii :i in:in coald not be mafle an instrument of 

%' ,h'<\i\xs: tlierefore there was doul)le need that 

':•' should be one with them in svmi)athv and 

I' sun^r. Thev made a s;i«racions choice. IjO 

■'• .ih' prixeuted to the (jueen mother the name 

'•: Kr.in. ni*< Xavler <le rjiival-Montmoivnev, Abbe 

• Mniifi-rnv. 

biwil. for bv this name he was thenceforth 
'!H»\Mi. bfloiiged to (»ne of the proudest families 
^^ Ktirupe. and, chureluuan as he was, there is 



' Vijjrf. \.tfirf //i%tnri,ftir hut CAU^ df Qiityfui, 
* /'ii/ii»r« ti'Af'f'Mmm. 
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much in his career to remind us that in his veins 
ran the blood of the stem Constable of France, 
Anne de Montmorency. Nevertheless, his thoughts 
from childhood had turned towards the church, or, 
as his biographers will have it, all his aspirations 
were heavenward. He received the tonsure at the 
age of nine. The Jesuit Bagot confirmed and 
moulded his youthful predilections ; and, at a later 
period, he was one of a band of young zealots, 
formed under the auspices of Bemi^res de Lou- 
vigni, royal treasurer at Caen, who, though a lay- 
man, was reputed almost a saint. It was Bemiferes 
who had borne the chief part in the pious fraud of 
the pretended marriage through which Madame de 
la Peltrie escaped from her father's roof to become 
foundress of the Ursulines of Quebec* He had 
since renounced the world, and dwelt at Caen, in a 
house attached to an Ursuline convent, and kno\vn 
as the Hermitage. Here he lived like a monk, in 
the midst of a community of young priests and 
devotees, who looked to him as their spiritual direc- 
tor, and whom he trained in the maxims and prac- 
tices of the most extravagant, or, as his admirers 
say, the most sublime ultramontane piety .^ 

The conflict between the Jesuits and the Jan- 
senists was then at its height. The Jansenist doc- 
trines of election and salvation by grace, which 
sapped the power of the priesthood and impugned 
the authority of the Pope himself in his capacity 
of holder of the keys of heaven, were to the Jesuits 

* See Jesuits in North America, chap. xiv. 

s La Tour, Vie de Laval, gives his niaxims at length. 
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an ahomination ; while the rigid morals of the Jan- 
HmiMA 8tood in stern contrast to the pliancy of 
Jesuit casuistry. Bemifrres and his disciples were 
»*aloiL<, not to say fanatical, partisans of the Jesuits. 
Tliore is a long awount of the " Ilennitnge " and 
it!* inmates from the pi.»n of the famous Jansenist, 
Nin»li»; an op|K)nent, it is true, but one whose 
qiKilities of mind and character give weight to his 
te«timonv.* 

" In this famous Hermitage," says Nicole, " the 
lafo iSieur de Bernieres brought up a number of 
.'"-n;: nu*n, to whom he taujrht a sort of sublime 
awl traIb^*endental devotion called jmssive ])rai/€ry 
Ui^iiso in it the mind does not act at all, but 
iiirn-ly n*ceives the divine operation ; and this 
•Nvotion \< the source of all those visions and reve- 
!it:nn* in whicli the Hermitage is so prolific." In 
*''"rt. Ill* ami his disciples were mystics of the most 

• AaliiMl typ«». Nicole pursues : *' After having thus 

• «'»tili/jMl their minds, and almost sublimed them 
.ii*«» \;i|nir. he renilered them capable of dete<»ting 
Jiii^i'iiists miller anv ilis^^uise. insomuch that some 
"' Ill's followers saiti that thev knew tluMU bv tbe 
^ • MT, as doiTs know their game ; but tbe afon»said 
^ •• T ill* IliTuieres denied that thev bad so subtile 
' **iH' lit smell, and said that th(» mark bv wbic^h 
••" 'i'Tii-fiMl Jansi»nists was their disapproval of his 
■• f !iiiij^ or their opposition to tbe Jesuits." 

l!ie zi*a]oU'«i band at tbe Ilermitaire was aided in 

•-. ."if #■ it*- f'>i*ti, ni'fml r'' /'//'MMi'.ii/*- (Iiili!ii>tli«'i|ite Natii)naie, 
• i'^'t. I'arl.e Kiicrvcv}- WriUeii in lOOO. 
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its efforts to extirpate error by a sort of extern i^l 
association in the city of Caen, consisting of mer- 
chants, priests, officers, petty nobles, and othei^^j 
all inspired and guided by Bemiferes. They met 
every week at the Hermitage, or at the houses of 
each other. Similar associations existed in oth^r 
cities of France, besides a fraternity in the B,\xe 
St. Dominique at Paris, which was formed by tti€ 
Jesuit Bagot, and seems to have been the parea*j 
in a certain sense, of the others. They all actc^d 
together when any important object was in view* 

Bemieres and his disciples felt that God hsul 
chosen them not only to watch over doctrine aad 
discipline in convents and in families, but also to 
supply the prevalent deficiency of zeal in bishops 
and other dignitaries of the church. They kept, too, 
a constant eye on the humbler clergy, and when- 
ever a new preacher appeared in Caen, two of their 
number were deputed to hear his sermon and report 
upon it. If he chanced to let fall a word concern- 
ing the grace of God, they denounced him for Jan- 
senistic heresy. Such commotion was once raided 
in Caen by charges of sedition and Jansenism, 
brought by the Hermitage against priests and lay- 
men hitherto without attamt, that the Bishop of 
Bayeux thought it necessary to interpose; but even 
he was forced to pause, daunted by the insinuations 
of Bernieres that he was in secret sympathy with 
the obnoxious doctrines. 

Thus the Hermitage and its affiliated societies 
constituted themselves a sort of inquisition in the 
interest of the Jesuits; ^^for what^" asks Nicole, 
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''might not be expected from persons of weak minds 
and atnibilious dispositions, dried up by constant 
fast*, vijjils, and other austerities, besides medita- 
tions of three or four hours a day, and told con- 
tinually that the church is in imminent danger of 
niin througli the machinations of the Jansenists, 
who are represented to them as persons who wish 
to break up the foundations of the Christian faith 
Mill Hubvert the mystery of tlie Incarnation ; who 
believe neither in transubstantiation, the invocation 
of saints, nor indulgences ; who wish to abolish the 
SKTilice of the Mass and the sacrament of Penitence, 
opp^w the worship of the Holy Virgin, deny free- 
will and substitute predestination in its place, and, 
Jn fine, conspire to overthrow the authority of the 
^'ipHMiie Pontiff." 

Among other anecdotes, Nicole tells the follow- 
in;': ()iK» of the voun*' zealots of the Ilermitai^e 
''►*»k it into his head that all Caen was full of Jan- 
^••"iMs.and that the euros of the place were in league 
^i»h them. lie inoculated four others with this 
^'•H«»n, and they resolverl to warn the people of 
tln-ir iljinger. They acconlingly made the tour of 
tiw >fn.t.ts, without hats or collars, and with coats 
'•^I'Hittnned, though it was a cold winter day, stop- 
['iM^' fViTV momc^nt to [)roelaim in a loud voire 
^'*:it ;il| tht» cures, excerpting two, whom they namc»d, 
*"r»' aliottors of the Janscnists. A moh was soon 
'"ilnwing at their heels, and there was great excite- 
'J"nt. The magistrates chanced to he in s4»ssioD 
*^'l. hearing of the disturban<'e, they sent const 
Wc"* to arrest the authors of it. IJeing bro ' ' 
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the bar of justice and questioned by the judge, they 
answered that they were doing the work of God, 
and were ready to die in the cause ; that Caen was 
full of Jansenists, and that the curds had declared 
in their favor, inasmuch as they denied any knowl- 
edge of their existence. Four of the five were 
locked up for a few days, tried, and sentenced to 
a fine of a hundred livres, with a promise of further 
punishment should they again disturb the peace.^ 

The fifth, being pronounced out of his wits by 
the physicians, was sent home to his mother, at a 
village near Argentan, where two or three of his 
fellow zealots presently joined him. Among them, 
they persuaded his mother, who had hitherto been 
devoted to household cares, to exchange them for 
a life of mystical devotion. " These three or four 
persons," says Nicole, " attracted others as imbecile 
as themselves." Among these recruits were a num- 
ber of women, and several priests. After various 
acts of fanaticism, " two or three days before last 
Pentecost," proceeds the narrator, " they all set 
out, men and women, for Argentan. The priests 
had drawn the skirts of their cassocks over their 
heads, and tied them about their necks with twisted 
straw. Some of the women had their heads bare, 
and their hair streaming loose over their shoidders. 
They picked up filth on the road, and rubbed their 
faces with it, and the most zealous ate it, saying 
that it was necessary to mortify the taste. Some 

1 Nicole 18 not the only anthority for this story. It U aLio told by a 
very different writer. See Notice Historique de VAhbaye dt Ste, Clairt 
d'Argentan, 124. 
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kid stones in their hands^ which they knocked 
together to draw the attention of the passers-by. 
They had a leader, whom they were bound to obey ; 
tod when this leader saw any mud-hole particularly 
deep and dirty, he commanded some of the party 
to roll themselves in it, which they did forthwith.* 

"After this fashion, they entered the town of 
Argentan, and marched, two by two, through all 
the streets, crying with a loud voice that the Faith 
vas perishing, and that whoever wished to save it 
i&u.'it quit the country and go with them to Canada, 
'^liithcr they were soon to repair. It is said that 
thev still hold this purpose, and that their leaders 
dwlare it revealed to them that they will find a 
Vi'NH.'! ivady at the first port to which Providence 
Jiarls them. The reason why they choose Canada 
f'»r an asylum is, that Monsieur de Montigny 
''''T'i/j, Bishop of Petnea, who lived at the Iler- 
^iita^'e a long time, where he was instructed in 
iJiy.'<tical theology by Monsieur de Bernieres, exer- 
ews cpisi'opal functions there ; and that the Jesuits, 
*lio are their oracles, rei«rn in that country." 

This adventure, like the other, ended in a colli- 
*i'^n with the police. "The priests," adds Nicole, 
"Were anv>ted, and are now waiting trial, and the 
r'>t WiTe treated as mad, and sent back with shame 
^Ji'l confusion to the places whence they had 

' Ti.i ««- |*nM-i-<*ilin(^ wore prohaMy intrndi-tl to pnMluce tlie rc«ull 
* -. • 4* thf i'<ifi«tuiit iil*j<i't ot' till' iii\>ti(-}i of till' Hcrtnit:i^'i' : njiiicly, 
' • J! n l.ii.iiiiiti uf M-lf,'* »ilh A vii'W in a |>t'rfi"<-t uiiimi wnli (loil. 'ro 
^' t:.i !• .| 1 ul' iiifii wa« an iitiiiortaiil, it' nut an l•^>c^tl.ll. *w\i in tliit 
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Though these pranks took place after Laval had 
left the Hermitage, they serve to characterize the 
school in which he was formed ; or, more justly 
speaking, to show its most extravagant side. That 
others did not share the views of the celebrated 
Jansenist, may be gathered from the following pas- 
sage of the funeral oration pronounced over the 
body of Laval half a century later: — 

"The humble abb^ was next transported into 
the terrestrial paradise of Monsieur de Bemiferes. 
It is thus that I call, as it is fitting to call it, that 
famous Hermitage of Caen, where the seraphic 
author of the ' Christian Interior' (Bemitres) trans- 
formed into angels all those who had the happiness 
to be the companions of his solitude and of his 
spiritual exercises. It was there that, during four 
years, the fervent abb6 drank the living and abound- 
ing waters of grace which have since flowed so be- 
nignly over this land of Canada. In this celestial 
abode his ordinary occupations were prayer, mor- 
tification, instruction of the poor, and spiritual 
readings or conferences; his recreations were to 
labor in the hospitals, wait upon the sick and poor, 
make their beds, dress their wounds, and aid them 
in their most repulsive needs." * 

In truth, Laval's zeal was boundless, and the 
exploits of seK-humiliation recorded of him were 
unspeakably revolting.^ Bemiferes himself regarded 

1 Iiloge fnnhbre de Messirt Francois Xavier de Laval-Montmorency, par 
Afrxsire de la Colombihre, Vicaire G€n€rtd. 

2 See La Tour, Vie de Laval, Liv. I. Some of them were closely akin 
to that of the fanatics mentioned above, who ate " immondices d'animaux" 
to mortify the taste. 
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him M a light by ^-hich to guide his own steps in 
vays of hoHnesfl. lie made journeys on foot about 
the country^ disguised, penniless, begging from 
d<N)r to door, and courting scorn and opprobrium, 
" in order," says his biographer, " that he might 
differ for the love of Goil." Yet, though living at 
this time in a state of habitual religious exaltation, 
h(*wn.< hy nature no mere dreamer; and in what- 
ever heigiits his spirit might wander, his feet were 
ilways planted on tlie solid earth. His flaming 
Zeal had fur it.s servants a hanl, practical nature, 
perfwtly fitted for the battle of life, a narrow in- 
tt'llert. a .stiff and {lersistent will, and, as his ene- 
Qiies tliought, the love of domination native to his 

UnnI. 

Two grt»at parties divided the Catholics of 
?r.»iii*. — ihe flalliran or national party, and the 
'l-ninuntnne or j)apal p;irty. The first, resting 
"H Tlir .*VTiptund injiinrticm to jrive tribute to 
^ »Nir. held that to the kinjr, the Iy)rd's anointe<l, 
'••i-'MirtMl the tomj)oral, :ind to the cliurcli tlic 
*;'.r:riiMl pnwcr. It hohl also that the laws and 
'•••'•!»'* (»f the church of Fran(*<» <»oiiId not be 
•^*Kvi\ at the hiddinir of the Pope.* Th<» ultra- 
-•••it'.iiM' jiariy, on the other hand, maintained that 
'•••• V**\H\ Christ's viro«ren»nt on oartli, was sii- 
•'»:ii- ii\i*r rartlily rulers, an<l slioiiM of ri«rht liohl 
. r.^-iiriinn r»ver the rh'r«rv of all ( 'hristiMidoui, with 
• w.-r- of appniiitiuent and riMiioval. Hence th^y 
■'''.i**\ !<ir him the riirht of nominating l)isho{)s in 

**■• ' V ^.i!ii<iu« f^H'itr^ Atinli* iif MmI, ill wliirli tlic lihtTtii-. of the 
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France. This had anciently been exercised b; 
assemblies of the French clergy, but in the reign o 
Francis I. the king and the Pope had combined fc 
wrest it from them by the Concordat of Bologns 
Under this compact, which was still in force, th 
Pope appointed French bishops on the nominatio: 
of the king, a plan which displeased the Galli 
cans, and did not satisfy the ultramontanes. 

The Jesuits, then as now, were the most forcibl 
exponents of ultramontane principles. The churc 
to rule the world ; the Pope to rule the church 
the Jesuits to rule the Pope : such was and is tb 
simple programme of the Order of Jesus, and to 
they have held fast, except on a few rare occi 
sions of misunderstanding with the Vicegerent c 
Christ.^ In the question of papal supremacy, i 
in most things else, Laval was of one mind wit 
them. 

Those versed in such histories will not be su 
prised to learn that, when he received the roy 
nomination, humility would not permit him i 
accept it; nor that, being urged, he at lengl 
bowed in resignation, still protesting his unworth 
ness. Nevertheless, the royal nomination did n< 
take effect. The ultramontanes outflanked be 
the king and the Gallicans, and by adroit strateg 
made the new prelate completely a creature of tl 
papacy. Instead of appointing him Bishop of Qu 
bee, in accordance with the royal initiative, tl 
Pope made him his vicar apostolic for Canad 

1 For example, not lonj? after tbia time, the Jesuits, having a dispi 
with Innocent XL, threw themselves uito the party of opposition. 
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tlia< evading the king's nomination, and affirming 
ihal Canada, a country of infidel savages, was ex- 
Hudecl from the concronlat, and under his (tlie 
R)peV) jurisfliction pure and simple. The Galli- 
cann were enraged. The Archbishop of Rouen 
vainly opiK>siMK and the parliaments of Kouen and 
of hiris vainly protested. The papal party pre- 
vjiiloil. The king, or rather Mazarin, gave his 
conH*nt, 8ul)ject to certain conditions, the chief of 
*hirh \va.^ an oath of allegiance ; and Ijaval, grand 
vioar apostolic, decorated with the title of Bishop 
of IVtni'a. saih^d for his wilderness diocese in the 
fprinjr of IGoU.' He was hut thirty-six years of 
tjri', but even when a boy he could scarcely have 
tt-i'iuiMl voun^. 

l^iu-yhis, for a time, seemed to accept the situa- 
t'i>n. and tacitlv admit the claim of Ijaval as his 
♦■"IrMii^itical superior; but, stimulated by a letter 
Jr^iii the Arclibishop of Kouen, he soon threw him- 
Hf into an attitude of op])osition,* in which the 
["•imlariiy wliirh his giMierosity to the ]>oor liad 
*"n for him jrave him an advauta^re very annovin«x 
^<' lii* advcrsirv. The (piarrel, it will be se(Mi, was 

'lin idetl, — Ciallican airaiust ultramontane, Sul- 

I'.'iiin :i;_Minst Jesuit, Montreal Jiirainst Quebec. 
T'l Montrral the recah'itrant abl»r, after a brief 
v>:i to (^ucb«»c, had a;raiii retired ; l)ut even \wvi\ 
|?irt with his Suli)itian brethren and compasse<l with 

■ * -n jjirr Iji Tour. I'l' '/*■ hir>if. with tin* loiiir "tjiu-inrttt ill Kailhin, 
• / i'r,,t, II :;i,%-:;.:.'i. Kii llnii l'ivco ^nnouc <iiN'iiiiiciit*i iii tull, 
'- >' ' e rKf rii>xil K-tfiT f>f iifniiiiiiition hii>1 tlMi^c in wliidi tlu* Kiiii; 
I '" 1 ■•■ ui taiil i-iin*riit td tlic npii'tiiitiiuMit nt'tliv virar Hjio^tMlic. 
* J.v\al dtB Jtsuttff •>'/''•» 10«'>7. 

7 
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partisans, the arm of the vicar apostolic was long 
enough to reach him. 

By tempemment and conviction Laval hated a 
divided authority, and the very shadow of a schism 
was an abomination in his sight. The young king, 
who, though abundantly jealous of his royal power, 
was forced to conciliate the papal party, had sent 
instructions to Argenson, the governor, to support 
Laval, and prevent divisions in the Canadian 
church.^ These instructions served as the pretext 
of a procedure sufficiently summary. A squad of 
soldiers, commanded, it is said, by the governor 
himself, went up to Montreal, brought the indignant 
Queylus to Quebec, and shipped him thence for 
France.* By these means, writes Father Lalemant, 
order reigned for a season in the church. 

It was but for a season. Queylus was not a 
man to bide his defeat in tranquillity, nor were hi» 
brother Sulpitians disposed to silent acquiescence* 
Laval, on his part, was not a man of half measures* 
He had an agent in France, and partisans strong at> 
court. Fearing, to borrow the words of a Catholics 
writer, that the return of Queylus to Canada wouldL 
prove " injurious to the glory of God," he bestirrei 
himself to prevent it. The young king, then afc 
Aix, on his famous journey to the frontiers of 
Spain to marry the Infanta, was induced to write 
to Queylus, ordering him to remain in France/ 
Queylus, however, repaired to Rome j but even 

* [jfttrf. dn I%oi a (TArgatacn^ 14 Mai, 1659. 

' Belmont, Ilistmre dn Canada, a.d. 1C51). Memoir bj Abb^ d'AUe^ 
in Morale Pratique des ./AttifeSf XXXIV. 72ft. 
s Lettre du Roi a Qneifhu, 27 Feb., 1660. 
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nfamt this movement provision had heen made : 
•Kt'iLsations of Jansenism had gone before him, and 
be met a cold welcunic. Nevertheless, as he had 
l^mcrful friends near the Pope, he succeeded in 
Miiuving these adverse impressions, and even in 
••Maining c^ertain bulls rehiting to the establisliment 
"1 the ]Kirish of Montreal, and favorable to the Sul- 
I'itians. Provide<l ^vith these, he set at nought the 
Ki»;:'s letter, embarked under an assumed name^ 
iiJi'i N'lileil to Quebec, where he made his appear- 
aiiiv on the 3d of August, IGGl,* to the extreme 
*ratli of Lival. 

A ferment ensued. LaviU's partisans charged 
tin? Sulpitians with Jansenism and opposition to the 
^;il of the Vi)\}0. A |)rejicher more zealous than 
'li»* n-.-t dcuouiKvd them as })riests of Antichrist ; 
=«Ji'i JL-* to the bulls in their favor, it was affirmed 
<':*i> (Jiu'xlus bad obtained them bv fraud from the 
Il'ilv FiJibtT. 1^1 val at once issued a mnndate for- 
■'•'J'iiM:: liiui to procectl to Montreal till ships should 
3rr!\r\\iih iiistrurtioiis from the Kin*r.* At the 
^«iiu* tiiiu' Ik* demaudiMl of the governor that he 
•i.iiiilil inTi*rpnsc the civil power to prevent Qucylus 

• 

''"!u leaving C^uebrc' As Ar^rcnson, who wished 
•'^ art liA |K*aciMiiakiT between the belligerent 
Jt'lifri. did not at onre take the sharj) measures 
^■•jiin'd of hiui, I^ival riMifWi'd his <lenian<l on the 
'>' AT «:av. callin;; on hinu in the nainr of (lod and 
^•- kin^. to cumpi'l Uurvlus to viuld the obedience 
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due to him, the vicar apostolic.^ At the saiae 
time he sent another to the offending ahb^, threat/ 
ening to suspend him from priestly fimctions if lx« 
persisted in his rebellion.* 

The incorrigible Queylus, who seems to ha^i?"e 
lived for some months in a simmer of continual 
dignation, set at nought the vicar apostolic as I 
had set at nought the king, took a boat that vei 
night, and set out for Montreal under cover of dar" 
ness. Great was the ire of Laval when he hea^M^ 
the news in the morning. He despatched a lett^^er 
after him, declaring him suspended ipso facto ^ if l^Bic 
did not instantly return and make his submissiorrrra- 
This letter, like the rest, failed of the desired effec ^:=^ 5 
but the governor, who had received a second mar — ^^ 
date from the king to support Laval and prevenr n* 
a schism,* now reluctantly interposed the seculs- — ^ 
arm, and Queylus was again compelled to retu^c:^ -TD 
to France.* 

His expulsion was a Sulpitian defeat. Lavprrsl, 
always zealous for unity and centralization, hr^^^Sid 
some time before taken steps to repress what 1 ^e 
regarded as a tendency to independence at Mo^^J- 
treal. In the preceding year he had written to th^e 
Pope : " There are some secular priests {Sulpitian^ 
at Montreal, whom the Abb6 de Queylus brouglJ* 
out with him in 1657, and I have named for tb^ 

1 Tjftfre de Txival a d'Argenton, 6 Aoda, 1661. 

2 fAiire de iMi'al a Qmylm^ Ibid. 
» Ibid, G Aout, IGGl. 

« Tj'ltr^ dn Roi a d'Arfj^nson, IS 3/ai, 1660. 

ft For tlie f^ovemor's attitude in this affiiir, consult the Papien d^Arym^ 

mm, containing his despatches. 
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functions of cure the one among them whom I 
iliou{:lit tlie least disobedient." The bulls which 
Qikvlu.^1 had obtained from Rome related to this 
virv curacy, and greatly disturbed the mind of the 
vicar a|K>stuIic. lie accordingly wrote again to the 
Po|)o: "I prjiy your Holiness to let me know your 
will concerning the jurisdiction of the Archbishop 
of Iiouon. M. TAbbe de Queylus, who has come 
m{ this year as vicar of this archbishop, has tried to 
'Im'ivf us by surreptitious letters, and has obeyed 
nciihiT our prayers nor our repeated commands to 
^iwt. But he has received onlers from the king 
to return innnediatcly to France, to render an ac- 
"nmt of his disobedience, and he has been compelled 
!'V tin* governor to ctinform to the will of his 
M;ij.-HTy. What I now frar is that, on his return 
'" Kiaiuv, by using every kind of means, cmploy- 
•ii-T ih'w arlillccs, and falsoly n^prescnting our 
•*-»:rs. he mav obtain from tlie court of liome 
r-iwiT^ which liiay disturb the peace of our chuich ; 
'•T tin* prii*>ts whom he brought with him from 
runii'. and who live at Montreal, are animated 
^•'li till' >ame spirit of <lisol>edienet» and division ; 
•''"'I I ffar, with good reason, that all belonging to 
••'" N'lninaiy of St. Siilpiei», who may eonu* Ihmv- 
**'*»T To join them, will be of the >anM» di-pt»>ition. 
1' \\1mI is >aid i< true, that bv means of fraudulent 
■*"•!- the right of jjatronage (>f the jjretentled 
: -^.^li nf Montreal has been gi-ante»l to th«* >upe- 
'"".'■ '»f this M*minary, and the light at aj»|MMntinent 
^" t!ii» Arehl»i-hop of IJouen, tln-n is altar reared 
^c'lin-l altar iu our eluireh of Canada; for the 
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clergy of Montreal will always stand in opposition 
to me, the vicar apostolic, and to my successors." ^ 
These dismal forebodings were never realized. 
The Holy See annulled the obnoxious bulls ; the 
Archbishop of Rouen renounced his claims, and 
Queylus found his position untenable. Seven years 
later, when Laval was on a visit to France, a recon- 
ciliation was brought about between them. The 
former vicar of the Archbishop of Rouen made 
his submission to the vicar of the Pope, and returned 
to Canada as a missionary. Laval's triumph was 
complete, to the joy of the Jesuits, silent, if not 
idle, spectators of the tedious and complex quarrel. 

1 jMtre de fxival au Pape, 22 Oct., 1661. Printed by Faillon, firom th» 
original in the archives of the Propaganda. 
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LAVAL AND ARGENSON. 
V^fcoit DB Latal. — His Pouitio!! aiid Character. — Arsital 

OF AROSSISON. — TUK QUARRKL. 

We are touching delicate ground. To many 
^X(vllent Catholics of our own dav Laval is an 
"I'jtrt of veneration. The Catholic university of 
yiu'luH.* glories in bearing his name, and certain 
iinj^ltrn ecclesiastical writers rarelv mention him 
in tiTHis less reverent than '' the virtuous prel- 
aw./' i»r '* the holy prelate." Nor are some of his 
•^•ntfiiiporaries less emphatic in eulogy. Mother 
J-'lii-rrau de Saint-Denis, Superior of the Hotel 
I^Mi. wrote immediatel V after his death : '" He l)e<ran 
;nh;^ti'nderest vears tlirstudv of i)erfection,and wc 
i:i'»t» rrason to think tliat he n»aclird it, sin(*e every 
vr!;;i' whirh Saint Paul <UMuan<ls in a hishop was 
'•TiMiid adminMl in him;" and on his first arrival 
■': ^ :iii:ida. Mothrr Marie di' rincarnatifm. Superior 
'■: 'Ijf ri>iilin<»s, wrote to li(»r son that the <'hoi<t» 
"* v;rli a pri'late was not of man. hut of (i<k1. *• I 
*:I1 not," >he atMs, *• sav tliat he is a saint, hut I 
mav siv with truth that he lives like a saint and 
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an apostle." And she describes his austerity of 

hfe ; how he had but two servants, a gardener 

whom he lent on occasion to his needy neigli- 
bors — and a valet; how he Uved in a small hired 
house, saying that he would not have one of Ixis 
own if he could build it for only five sous ; and 
how, in his table, furniture, and bed, he showed til© 
spirit of poverty, even, as she thinks, to excess - 
His servant, a lay brother named Houssart, testified j 
after his death, that he slept on a hard bed, axi^ 
would not suffer it to be changed even when i* 
became full of fleas ; and, what is more to the pur- 
pose, that he gave fifteen hundred or two thousajcid 
francs to the poor every year.* Houssart also gives 
the following specimen of his austerities : " I ha*^^^ 
seen him keep cooked meat five, six, seven, 
eight days in the heat of summer, and when it w- 
all mouldy and wormy he washed it in warm wat^* 
and ate it, and told me that it was very good-* 
The old servant was so impressed by these aii<J 
otlier proofs of his master's sanctity, that " I deter-' 
mined," he says, " to keep every thing I could 
that had belonged to his holy person, and after hi* 
death to soak bits of linen in his blood when his 
body was opened, and take a few bones and carti- 
lages from his breast, cut off his hair, and keep his 
clothes, and such things, to serve as most precious 
relics." These pious cares were not in vain, for 
the relics proved greatly in demand. 

1 Tjittrf dn Ft ere fJonsitnri, ancien servitmr de ^Pg'r dt Lara! k M* 
Ti-ffMiif^ 1 >>/»f., 1708. T!ii« letter is printed, tlioogh with one or two 
importaDt omiMiuns, in the Abeille, Vol. L (Quebec, 1848.) 
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Several portraits of Laval are extant. A drooping 
Do^ of portentous size ; a well-foimed forehead ; 
■ brow strongly arched ; a hriglit, clear eye ; scanty 
bair. half hidden by a black skullcap; thin lips^ 
compressed and rigid, betraying a spirit not ea^^y 
to move or convince ; features of that indescribable 
ca^l which marks the priestly type : such is Laval, 
*!« he looks grimly down on us from the dingy can- 
vas of two centuries ago. 

He is one of those concerning whom Protestants 

u<l Catholics, at least ultramontane Catholics, will 

ntfver agree in judgment. The task of eulogizing 

him may safely be left to those of his own way 

of thinking. It is for us to regard him from 

^liv staiidjMjint of secuhir history. And, first, let 

^^'n^lit him with sincerity. lie believed linnly 

^Jiiit the princes an<l rulers of this worhl ought 

•'J In.' subject to guidance and control at the 

ii:in«!s of the Pope, the vicar of Christ on earth. 

"'it he himself Wiis the Pope's vicar, and, so far as 

'''•• liuiinds of Canada extended, the Holy Father 

"»'i <hiiljed him with his own authority. The glory 

0! i'njt\ demanded that this authority shouhl sullVr 

^"ali;iti'iiH»nt,and he, Lival.wouhl be guilty before 

ll»:i\fii if he did not uphold the supremacy of the 

^^*'inh over the powers both of earth and of hell. 

^'t ill*.* faults which he owed to nature, the ]»rin- 
^ I'll H-enis to have been an arbitrarv and doiui- 
tj-»r:ii|^^ iemjK*r. lie was oni» of those who i>y 
tit!iii,. h*;in alwavs to the side of autlioritv ; and in 

^•*" Kii'di^h Hevolution he would inevii.ililv have 
•^ * 

^''j<j<l lor the fcjlujirts; or, in the American llevolu- 



106 LAVAL AND ABGEN80N. [16S<». 

tion, for the Crown. But being above all thin^ 
a Catholic and a priest, he was drawn by a consti- 
tutional necessity to the ultramontane party, or 
the party of centralization. He fought lustily, in 
his way, against the natural man ; and humility was 
the virtue to the culture of which he gave his 
chief attention, but soil and climate were not fav- 
orable. His life was one long assertion of the 
authority of the chxu'ch, and this authority was 
lodged in himself. In his stubborn fight for eccle- 
siastical ascendancy, he was aided by the impulses 
of a nature that loved to rule, and could not endure 
to yield. His principles and his instinct of domina- 
tion were acting in perfect unison, and his con- 
science was the handmaid of his fault. Austerities 
and mortifications, playing at beggar, sleeping in 
beds full of fleas, or performing prodigies of gratu- 
itous dirtiness in hospitals, however fatal to self- 
respect, could avail little against influences working 
so powerfully and so insidiously to stimulate the 
most subtle of human vices. The history of the 
Roman church is full of Lavals. 

The Jesuits, adepts in human nature, had made 
a sagacious choice when they put forward this con- 
scientious, zealous, dogged, and pugnacious priest 
to fight their battles. Nor were they fll pleased 
that, for the present, he was not Bishop of Canada, 
but only vicar apostolic ; for, such being the case, 
they could have him recalled if, on trial, they did 
not like him, while an unacceptable bishop would 
be an evil past remedy. 

Canada was entering a state of transition. Hith- 
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erto ecclesianticol influence had been all in all. The 
Jesuit*, by far the most educated and able body of 
men in the colony, had controlled it, not alone in 
thin^i^ icpiritual, but virtually in things temporal 
al<o ; and the governor may be said to have been 
little else than a chief of police, under the direction 
of the missionaries. The early governors were them- 
selves deeply imbued with the missionary spirit. 
Cbaniplain was earnest above all things for con- 
vertjnir the Indians; Montmagny was half-monk, 
f«»r Im* was a Knight of Malta ; Aillebout was so 
insmi'Iy pious, that he lived with his wife like monk 
an<l nun. A change was at hand. From a mission 
an«i a trading station. Canada was soon to become, 
:n ihr true sense, a C(>l«)ny ; and civil governnuMit 
1:1*1 Im'lmui to assort itself on the banks of the St. 
I.iwn'iirc. The e|>0('h of the martyi's and aj)()stles 
^^ «* IKi^^inir awav, an<l tlie man of the swonl and 
•'." man of the gown — the soldii^r and the legist — 
^•■n- threatening to supplant the paternal sway of 
:r.i*t<; or. as I^iival might have saitl. the hosts of 
'■'. • World were bt^leagnering the sanctuary, and 
»■•■ was ealltMl of Heaven to defend it. His true 
'■I'ii'joni-t. tliou;:li three thous'Uid mil(»s awav. was 
*'.'• ;Ti'at mini'^ter Colbert, as ])urely a statesman 
" 'li'* virar apostolic was purely a priest. Laval, 
■'• ''oi:bt, couM see behind the statesuian's back 
=i"'»-lirr a«lvei>arv, the devil. 

Ar/fUMUi was governor wlh»n tin* erozier and tlie 
•^\"p| iM-^rjin to rhi^^li. wbieh i< nn'rrlv nuothrr wnv 

■ 

' • 'tMn.: that lie wa-^ irovt-ruor whrn LmvmI arrivfil. 
II"-ri-in< to have been a man of education, modi'ra- 
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tion, and sense, and he was also an earnest Catholic ; 
hut if Laval had his duties to God, so had Argenson 
his duties to the king, of whose authority he was 
the representative and guardian. If the first colli- 
sions seem trivial, they were no less the symptoms 
of a grave antagonism. Argenson could have pur- 
chased peace only by becoming an agent of the 
church. 

The vicar apostolic, or, as he was usually styled, 
the bishop, being, it may be remembered, titular 
Bishop of Petraea in Arabia, presently fell into a 
quarrel with the governor touching the relative 
position of their seats in chxu'ch, — a point which, 
by the way, was a subject of contention for many 
years, and imder several successive governors. This 
time the case was referred to the ex-governor, 
Aillebout, and a temporary settlement took place.^ 
A few weeks after, on the fete of Saint Francis 
Xavier, when the Jesuits were accustomed to ask 
the dignitaries of the colony to dine in their refec- 
tory after mass, a fresh difficulty arose, — Should 
the governor or the bishop have the higher seat at 
table ? The question defied solution ; so the fathers 
invited neither of them.^ 

Again, on Christmas, at the midnight mass, the 
deacon offered incense to the bishop, and then, in 
obedience to an order from him, sent a subordinate 
to offer it to the governor, instead of offering it 
himself. Laval further insisted that the priests of 
the choir should receive incense before the gover- 

^ I^alemant, in Journal de$ J^uiUs, Sept., 1659. 
2 Ibid., Dec, 1659. 
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nor received it. Argcnson resisted, and a bitter 
qiianvl ensued.* 

The late governor, Aillebout, had been chiirch- 
wanlon ex officio ;* and in this pious community tlie 
olficc w;us esteemed as an addition to his honors. 
App'enson liad thus far hold the same position ; but 
Liv;il cleclareil that he should hold it no longer. 
Ar^jenson, to whom the bishop had not spoken on 
the subject, came soon after to a meeting of the 
^ardfH''. and, being challenged, denied Laval's riglit 
to dismiss him. A dispute ensued, in which the 
'•:*Iio[i. :icconling to his Jesuit friends, used lan- 
trittjre not very respectful to the representative of 
n»v:i|tv.* 

^hi occasion of the "solemn catechism," the 
Witip insisted that the children should sjilute him 
y^'iuvir silutinjr the *^overnor. Ar<ronson hoarin<^ 
''f thi'!. declined to come. A couipromise was con- 
'r:v»il. It was a-rreed that when the rival di^rni- 
Mrit.'s entered, the children sliould be busied in 
•^'Mi*' inamial exercise which shouM prevent their 
mI::i:ii:: either. Nevertheless, two boys, ** enticed 
■m'i N't nil by their parents," siduted tlie governor 
-ir^r.to tile ;rivat iiulignation of Lival. They were 
»?i r)THMl on the next dav for breach of ordei's.* 

N«\t tln»re was a sharp (juarrel about a sentence 
r :^»ipiuiK'ed bv Lival a<rainst a heretic, to which 
:L*' L'overnor. good Catholic as he was, took excep- 

■ I-ii. iimj. in J-'-fntti ti*t Jt^^uitfM, /Vr., lOo'J; L*tlre SArijrtison 4 

' / ■ f J*, /yi V .i/j 'n« lir lit FtiWique de Q't^tC. 

' * ■*• ./*■§ .//•■» f»f, .Vvr., lOfjO. 
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tion.^ Palm Sunday came, and there could be no 
procession and no distribution of branches, because 
the governor and the bishop could not agree on 
points of precedence.' On the day of the FSte 
Dieu, however, there was a grand procession, which 
stopped from time to time at temporary altars, or 
reposoirSy placed at intervals along its course. One 
of these was in the fort, where the soldiers were 
drawn up, waiting the arrival of the procession. 
Laval demanded that they should take off their 
hats. Argenson assented, and the soldiers stood 
imcovered. Laval now insisted that they should 
kneel. The governor replied that it was their duty 
as soldiers to stand ; whereupon the bishop refused 
to stop at the altar, and ordered the procession to 
move on.* 

The above incidents are set down in the private 
journal of the superior of the Jesuits, which was 
not meant for the public eye. The bishop, it will 
be seen, was, by the showing of his friends, in most 
cases the aggressor. The disputes in question, 
though of a nature to provoke a smile on irrev- 
erent lips, were by no means so puerile as they 
appear. It is difficult in a modern democratic 
society to conceive the substantial importance of 
the signs and symbols of dignity and authority, 
at a time and among a people where they were 
adjusted with the most scrupulous precision, and 
accepted by all classes as exponents of relative 
degrees in the social and political scale. Whether 

1 Journal dts J^suitetf Feb., 1661. 

« Ibid., Avrii, 16G1. « Ibid., Juin, 1661. 
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the ljL<hop or the governor should sit in the higher 
ft^t at tiible thus became a political question, for 
it defined to the popular understanding the posi* 
tiun of church and state in their relations to 
gDveminent. 

Hence it is not surprising to find a memorial, 
drawn up apparently by Argenson, and addressed 
tu the council of state, asking for instructions when 
whI how a governor — lieutenant-general for the 
kini:— ought to receive incense, holy water, and 
con.H*crat(Hl bread ; whether the said bread should 
lie oflTi^retl him with sound of drum and fife ; what 
^kollM l>e the position of his seat at chuix'h ; and 
^liat |)hire he should hold in various religious cere- 
n:«inii.^; wlirther in feasts, assemblies, ceremonies, 
aiitl iinmrils of a purahj civil character, he or the 
f»i-lni|i was to holil the fii'st place ; and, finally, if 
tL- Ki^hdj) rouhl excommunicate the inhabitants or 
''tli'Ts for acts of a civil and iK)litical character, 
^li'U ihf sjiid acts were pronounced lawful by the 
p'>vi.rni)r. 

Tin- reply to the memorial denies to tlie bishop 
*'»• |Hi\viT of cxconununication in civil matters, 
•i*":::!!* to him tlie si»cond place in mcetinj^s and 
'^■r«-iniin:f< of a civil character, and is very reticent 

Ar::i-nMui had a brotlicr, a counsellor of state, 
^*»'i a fast friend of the Jesuits. Laval was in 
"•'■ri--jM»ndence with Iiim, and. apparently sure of 
^•^i»!Mthv. wnjte to him touchin;r his relations with 
la»; jjiivernor. " Your brother/* he betrins, *' re- 
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ceived me on my arrival with extraordinary kind- 
ness ; " but he proceeds to say that, perceiving witbi 
sorrow that he entertained a groundless distrust of 
those good servants of God, the Jesuit fathers, he, 
the bishop, thought it his duty to give him in pri- 
vate a candid warning which ought to have done 
good, but which, to his surprise, the governor had 
taken amiss, and had conceived, in consequence, a 
prejudice against his monitor.^ 

Argenson, on his part, writes to the same brother, 
at about the same time. ^^ The Bishop of Petrseais 
so stiff in opinion, and so often transported by his 
zeal beyond the rights of his position, that he oiakea 
no difficulty in encroaching on the functions of 
others ; and this with so much heat that he will 
listen to nobody. A few days ago he carried ofi 
a servant girl of one of the inhabitants here, att^ 
placed her by his own authority in the Ursulii^* 
convent, on the sole pretext that he wanted to ha^^® 
her instructed, thus depriving her master of \x^^ 
services, though he had been at great expeasc *^ 
brin<?in^ her from France. Tliis inhabitant is ^ 
Denis, who, not knowing who had carried her o**' 
came to me with a petition to get her out of t^^^ 
convent. I kept the petition three days with^ *" 



answering it, to prevent the affair from being noi»?^^ 
abroad. The Reverend Father Lalemant, \vi "^^ 
whom I communicated on the subject, and xvt*^ 
greatly blamed the Bishop of Petnea, did all ^^ 
his power to have the girl given up quietly, b»->* 

I L*Ure de Laval h M. d'Argenaon, fi-he du Gouvemeyr, 20 O^^"* 
16o9. 



imm] 



CLERICAL VIGOR. 



113 



without the least success, so that I was forced to 
aii^iT the petition, and permit M. Denis to take 
lii!« *rvaut wherever he should find her ; and, if I 
bil nut Uisetl means to bring about an accommoda- 
tion, and if M. Denis, on the refusid which was 
iiuule him to give her up, had brought the matter 
intu luurt, I s<hould have been compelled to take 
iiKu<uivs which would have cause<I great scandal ; 
an<! ull from the self-will of the Bishop of Peti*u}a, 
»lio.siys that a bishop can do what he likeSy and 
tlir\*ati*ns nuthing but excommunication." * 

In another letter he speaks in the same strain of 
tills rvthmdancy of zeid on the part of the bishop, 
*liii'li ofteiK he sjiys, takes the shape of obstinacy 
an«l iMicruachmcnt on the riglits of others. " It 
i^ ;:riMtly to be wished,*' he obsi»rves, ** that the 
I5i*li«»ji of IVtra-a wouKl give his confidence to 
tlii- lliverend Father I^ilemant instead of Father 
*i«i/iii'neau ; " '"' and he praises Jjidemant as a j)er- 
Niiiuf rxreUent sense. " It would be well," he adds, 
**il the lest of their eominuiiitv weiv of the siime 
^i-J»'l; for in that case thev would not mix them- 
f-l^'^ up with various mattei's in the way they do, 
*'»i Would leave the government to those to whom 
*"*i li;i- -Mven it in cliar^^e."^ 

*hi.- nf I^ival's modern admirers, the wortliv 
A- . PVilainI, after confessiii;^ that his zeal mav 

•7' » 

'■'"^ aii'l I hell have s;ivored of excess, adils in his 
'i'iiiirr, that a vig<>roiis hand was needed to com- 

- *^ ;. ■! 1-! •/ . I'l / "*'fUf ftu't If ,'u' :' tin'' vl iiv Mtcnaii.' que ilcX- 
■ .i" >t, " /*'.'»» i/'.l '/'iic.fi it K'-n / ir ', l»'»-'i^». 
■ '• • - t .\ .-■■—•. a *i>tt f'leir, 'Jl tMt., lO-Vj. 
■J . 7 J'».j, WJ). 
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pel the infant colony to enter " the good path ; 
meaning, of course, the straitest path of Boma 
Catholic orthodoxy. We may hereafter see mor 
of this stringent system of colonial education, it 
success, and the results that followed. 



CHAPTER VI. 



1658-1663. 



LAVAL AND AYAUGOUB. 

*'cvmo!i OF AiioBsiftoir. — His Difficultibi. — His Hboall. — 
'^raoit D'AvAroouR. — The Braxdt Quarrel. — Distress of 
^val. — Portbiits. — Tub Eartuqdakb. 

^Vhev Argonson arrived to assume the govem- 

'^<*nt, a curious greeting hatl awaited him. The 

•'**'*uiis a^ked him to dine ; vespers followed the 

'^'pa-i ; and then they conducted him into a hall, 

^'u-n* the hovs of their school — dis<:^uised, one as 

^'iv (u>nius of New France, one as the Genius of 

Wi,* Koivst, and others as In<lians of various friendly 

^riU"i — made him speeches by turn, in prose and 

^"'•rM\ First, Pien*e du Quet, who playe<l the 

■viiius of New France, presente<l his Indian retinue 

^** the governor, in a complimentary harangue. 

* li«n four other hoys, personating Fivnch colonists, 
^^»*t«lf him four flattering a<l<livsses, in French verse. 

* h;irl»*s Denis, dres.seil as a Hunm, followed, bewail- 

^^V tlK» ruin of his people, and appealing to Argen- 

•^'U for aid. Jt»an Franrois IJounlon, in the character 

'*J an Algonquin, next advanced on the platform, 

W'^tcil his courare, and declared that he wjts 
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ashamed to cry like the Huron. The Genius of 
the Forest now appeared, with a retinue of wild 
Indians from the interior, who, being unable to 
speak French, addressed the governor in their 
native tongues, which the Genius proceeded to 
interpret. Two other boys, in the character of 
prisoners just escaped from the Iroquois, then caiae 
forward, imploring aid in piteous accents ; and, in 
conclusion, the whole troop of Indians, from far 
and near, laid their bows and arrows at the feet of 
Argenson, and hailed him as their chief.* 

Besides these mock Indians, a crowd of genuixi* 
savages had gathered at Quebec to greet the n©^ 
'' Ononthio." On the next day — at his own cost, 
as he writes to a friend — he gave them a fea^^ 
consisting of "seven large kettles full of Indi^^^ 
com, peas, prunes, sturgeons, eels, and fat, wbi^^ 
they devoured, having fii'st sung me a song, aft-^^^ 
their fashion."* 

These festivities over, he entered on the series ^*^ 
business of his government, and soon learned tl^*^ 
his path was a thorny one. He could find, he sajV"^ ' 
but a hundred men to resist the twenty-four hi-i ^^' 
dred warriors of the Iroquois ; ' and he begs i: ^ ^^ 
proprietiiry company which he represented to se^'^^ 
him a hundred more, who could serve as soldi*^ ^^ 
or laborers, according to the occasion. 

* fja JUception de Mon*eUjneur le Vt'comte 4'Arg^n*on }iar tontes fen nat*^' , 
dn pttis de Canada a son entr&. an ffouvemenmt de la Nonrtile France ^ 



Qtn'1»ecq au College de la Comfxignie de J^stu, le 28 de Jui/let de Cannes t* ^^ 
The ^peeclies, in Frt-nch and Indian, are here given viprbaiim, with ^ ^^ 
names of all the boys who took part in the ceremony. 

2 Pnpifrs d'Argfngnn. Krltec, 5 Sept.f lt)68. 

' Mimoire iur le subject (sic) de la Guerre de$ Iroguoit, 1659. 
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The company turned a deaf ear to his appeals. 
Tliev bad lost money in Canada, and were griev- 
ouslv out of humor with it. In their view, the 
first ihity of a governor was to collect their debts, 
wliirli. for more reasons than one, was no easy 
ta*k. While they did nothing to aid the colony 
in its distress, they beset Argenson with demands 
l'»rtlu» thousand pounds of beaver-skins, which the 
inhaliitants had agreed to send them every year, in 
Mum for the privilege of the fur trade, a privi- 
^"Zv which the Iroijuois war made for the present 
^^*'rtlil«»ss. Th(» perplexed governor vents his feel- 
inu'«> in sarcasm. " They (the company) take no 
piiiw to learn the truth ; and, when they liear of 
'Otilfrs carried olT and burned by tlie Irocjuois, 
^Ih'v will think it a punisliiuent for not settling 
'•M«\*!>ts. and paying over the beaver-skins." * '' I 
^*>lj." he adds, *• thev would send sonu»bodv to 
'"••rv :ii*trr their affairs h(»re. I would gladly give 
"III the same bulging and entertainment as my 
own.'* 

Am»th<»r matter irave him ;rreat annovance. This 
^^i'" the virtual independence of Montreal; and 
""rr. if nowhere else, he and the bishop were of 
^■"' sune min<l. On on<» (XM'asion he made a visit 
^" tlif plart» in (piestiun, where he exju'cted to bo 
^•"' :\«"1 as governor-geiienil ; but the h)cal gov- 
*''»i"r. Mai.-onneuve, de<*liinMl, or at least j)ostj)oned, 
^" t.ike hi< orders and give hiui thr kev^ of the 
^"'*. Ari:«'n'*on afconliuLrlv sprak< of Montreal as 
'*iil»Lne uhieh makes so much nni<(», but which is 

> J*af.itrtir Anjrnn n^^l O^t., M-VJ. 
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of such small account/'^ He adds that, beside 
wantmg to be independent, the Montrealists wan 
to monopolize the fur trade, which would caus 
civil war ; and that the king ought to interpose t 
correct their obstinacy. 

In another letter he complains of Aillebout, wh( 
had preceded him in the government, though him 
self a Montrealist. Argenson says that, on goinj 
out to fight the Iroquois, he left Aillebout at Que 
bee, to act as his lieutenant ; that, instead of doinj 
so, he had assumed to govern in his own right 
that he had taken possession of his absent supe 
rior's furniture, drawn his pay, and in othe 
respects behaved as if he never expected to se 
him again. "When I returned," continues th 
governor, "I made him director in the counci 
without pay, as there was none to give him. 1 
was this, I think, that made him remove to Moe 
treal, for which I do not care, provided the glor 
of our Master suffer no prejudice thereby,"* 

These extracts may, perhaps, give an unjus 
impression of Argenson, who, from the geneni 
tenor of his letters, appears to have been a teni 
perate and reasonable person. His patience and hi 
nervous system seem, however, to have been taxe 
to the utmost. His pay could not support hin 
" The costs of living here are horrible," he writej 
" I have only two thousand crowns a year for al 
my expenses, and I have already been forced t 

1 Papiert eTArffenson, 4 Aoiit, 1669. 

2 Ibid. iJoultie de ia leitre €tcripte par U Vaisteau dm Gmgneur, parti 
6 Septembre (1C58). 
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nm into debt to the company to an equal amount." * 
Part of Ills scanty income was derived from a 
fhliery of eels, on which sundry persons had en- 
cnwched, to his great detriment.' " I sec no rea- 
Hni." he udd.s *' for staying here any longer. When 
I rame to this country, I hoped to enjoy a little 
n'IMK», hut I am doubly deprived of it; on one 
Ui'l hy enemies without, and mcessant petty dis- 
putes within ; and, on the other, by the difficulty 
1 tiiul in subsisting. The profits of the fur trade 
Iwvi- k*en so reduced that all the inhabitants are 
in the greatest poverty. They are all insolvent, 
an«l eannt>t pay the merchants their advances." 

His disgust at length reached a crisis. "I am 
n*«»lviMl to stay here no longer, but to go home 
"^■.\t war. Mv horror of dissension, and the mani- 
>^t aMlainty of becoming involved in disputes 
^*i*h jvrtain jR^rsons with whom I am unwilling to 
*i :tnv|. oblige me to antici[)ate these troubles, and 

**'kM»!iie wsiy of living in peace. These excessive 

■ . 

*'i'i;:iif^ are far too much for mv stren<xth. I am 
''^r.tiiii^r to Monsieur the President, and to the iJ^en- 

■ 

*"!JKii of the ('ompany of New Franee, to choose 
^'^ In- (ithrr man for this government.'* ^ An<l again, 
"I \«ni take anv interest in this countrv, see that 
'■' |Hr>on rIio<en to eonnnaiul here has, besides the 
' •' iiirTv neee^^sarv to a Christian in everv eondi- 
•■"'» i»f lift', ;rreat finuness of character and strouix 
^iilv healtii. I assure vou that without these 



* l»^''*r,ift>ni$ iU ill f'uiHf»'nfiiif tit hi \uui',l.'i t^ntnCt, 

' J ''Iff IB <rAi,'^n»on. Ijttti't d «(//! t'ler*'^ \\m*J, 
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qualities he cannot succeed. Besides, it is abso- 
lutely necessary that he should be a man of prop- 
erty and of some rank, bo that he will not be 
despised for humble birth, or suspected of coming 
here to make his fortune ; for in that case he can 
do no good whatever." * 

nis constant friction with the head of the church 
distressed the pious governor, and made his recall 
doubly a relief. According to a contemporary 
writer, Laval was the means of delivering him from 
the burden of government, having written to the 
President Lamoi^-non to uro^e his removal.* Be 
this as it may, it Ls certain that the bishop was not 
sorry to be rid of him. 

The Baron Dubois d'Avaugour arrived to take 
his place. He was an old soldier of forty years* 
service,^ blunt, imperative, and sometimes obsti- 
nate to pervcrseness ; but full of energy, and of 
a probity which even Iiis enemies confessed. " He 
served a long time in Germany while you were 
there," writes the minister Colbert to the Marquis 
de Tracy, " and you must have known his talents, 
as well as his bizarre and somewhat impracticable 
temper." On landing, he would have no recep- 
tion, being, aB Father Lalemant observes, " an 
enemy of all ceremony." He went, however, 
to see the Jesuits, and " took a morsel of food in 
our refectory."* Laval was prepared to receive 

1 Ihifl. iMtre (a sm Frhfif), 4 Nov., 1660. The orifrinaU of Argen- 
•on's letters were destroyed in the burning of the library of the Lourre 
by tlie Commune. 

2 I^clienaye, ^f^moire tnr le Canada. 
* Ayaugour, M^moire, 4 Aout, 1663. 

^ Lalemant, Journal det J6tuites, Sept., 1661. 



I«W] THE BRANDT QUARKEL. 121 

him with all solemnity at the church; but the 
poreraor would not go. lie soon set out on a tour 
of ob^^en'ation a.s far as Montreal, whence he re- 
lurncil (lelijrhted with the country, and immediately 
wrute to Colliort in high praise of it, observing 
tluii the St. Liwrence was the most beautiful river 
lie bd ever seen.* 

h was ch»ar from the first that, while he had a 
pitpossession agsiinst the bishop, he wished to be 
on |roo<l tenns with the Jesuits. He began by 
pla«'ing some of them on the council ; but they and 
I*iv;il were too closelv united ; and if Avau^our 
tijo'.ijrilt to separate them, he signally failed. A few 
nionth"* only ha<l elapsed when we find it noted in 
FitlhT Ldemant's private joiu'nal that the governor 
l»:ul <li«4)lvi'd the council and api)ointcd a new one, 
■»ni| that other *' chancres and troubles " had befallen. 
Tin* inevitable quarivl had broken out ; it was a 
'^•nijiK'x one, but the chief occasion of dispute was 
•"rtiifi.iti* for the ecclesiastics, since it j)laced them, 
^♦J a (NTtain degree, morally in the right. 

Tlh» i|iu*stion at issue was not new. It had 
■■»*:f;it«Ml the colonv for vears, and had been the 
'inriir of some of Ar^renson's manv trouhles. Nor 
''•*! it ceasi* with Avaugour, for W(» shall trace its 
"•iin»i» iHTcaftrr, tumultuous as a tornado. It was 
• ■•'>[)ly tho temporan(*e question ; not as regards 
■■'•• unionists, though here, too, there was great 
^"•Mi fur n*form, but as ri»ganls the Indians. 

Tlirir iiionIinat<* passion for brand v had lon<^ 
"••u \\n.' M)urre of excessive disordoi's. T\w\ <lrank 

tr 

I /jftirr irAiauijiiur ait Ministre, lOiil. 
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expressly to get drunk, and when drunk they were 
like wild beasts. Crime and violence of all sorts 
ensued ; the priests saw their teachings despised 
and their flocks ruined. On the other hand, the 
sale of brandy was a chief source of profit, direct 
or indirect, to all those interested in the fur trade, 
including the principal persons of the colony. In 
Argenson's time, Laval launched an excommunica- 
tion against those engaged in the abhorred traffic ; 
for nothing less than total prohibition would con- 
tent the clerical party, and besides the spiritual 
penalty, they demanded the punishment of death 
against the contumacious offender. Death, in 
fact, was decreed. Such was the posture of affairs 
when Avaugour arrived ; and, willing as he was to 
conciliate the Jesuits, he permitted the decree to 
take effect, although, it seems, with great repug- 
nance. A few weeks after his arrival, two men 
were shot and one whipped, for selling brandy 
to Indians.^ An extreme though partially sup- 
pressed excitement shook the entire settlement, 
for most of the colonists were, in one degree or 
another, implicated in the offence thus punished. 
An explosion soon followed ; and the occasion of 
it was the humanity or good-nature of the Jesuit 
Lalemant. 

A woman had been condemned to imprisonments 
for the same cause, and Lalemant, moved by com- 
passion, came to the governor to intercede for her. 
Avaugour could no longer contain himself, and 
answered the reverend petitioner with character- 

1 Journal des JAuites, Oct., 1661. 
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Lmjc bluntnc5w. " You and your brethren were 
tbe first to cry out ngainst the tmde, and now you 
want to save the traders from punis>hnient. I will 
no lonjrer be the sport of your contradictions. 
Since it is not a crime for this woman^ it ^hall not 
f« a crime for anybody." * And in this postui-e 
lie stood fa^t, with an inflexible stubbornness. 

Ih'nceforth there was full license to liquor deal- 
en. A violent reaction ensued against the past 
rvMriction, and brandy flowed freely among French 
ami Indians alike. The ungodly drank to spite 
tlw priest.** and revenge theuLselves for the " con- 
•tmiiit of consciences," of which they loudly com- 
|J:iIikn1. The utmost confusion followed, and the 
I^iKiiilos on which the pious colony wius built 
!*«':jum1 upheaved from the foundation. Laval was 
'•xnnti'd with grief and anjrcr. He outpoured 
li'iiH-Ii from the pulpit in threats of divine wrath, 
an<l l;iiinrhe<l fresh oxconuuunications against the 
•j:I»n<:crs ; but such was the popular fury, that he 
^^.L-i fnpvd to vield and revoke them.* 

I*:*<)rdfr grew from bad to worse. " Men gave 
^" li«v«l to bishop, preaclier, or confessor," writes 
^■i'li»T (/harlfvoix. '* The French have despised 
*^'»* ri'iijoii'^t ranees of our prehite, because they are 
' 'M-^n'trd by the civil i>o\ver," siiys the superior of 
''»*• rrsullni's. •' He is ahnost dead with grief, 
^'1 i»'ji«*s awav before our eves." 

l*i\:d could bear it no longer, but sailed for 

' 1. 1 T«iiir. IVr fi* /Mntl. I AX. v. 

* •'-'I'ikit.' rf-* .V«>ir'r«, /".'i.. lt*Mi'J. The •ontrnco of cxi'nninuiniratinQ 
^ '""x 1 III li.e Ap|i«-irlix to the A*v/mi.««^ #/#• /ii I'l* */# tjini. It lictn 
^■< hLruar^ 1^4. It uas i»ii tlitt vary diky that he was lorcvil turevukv iu 
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France, to lay bis complaints before tbe court, an(^ 
urge tbe removal of Avaugour. He bad, besides^ 
two otber important objects, as will appear bere^ 
after. His absence brougbt no improvement 
Summer and autumn passed, and tbe commotion 
did not abate. Winter was drawing to a close, 
when, at lengtb, outraged Heaven interposed an 
awful warning to tbe guilty colony. 

Scarcely bad tbe bisbop left bis flock when the 
skies grew portentous with signs of the cbastLsement 
to come. "We beheld," gravely writes Father 
Lalemant, "blazing serpents which flew through 
tbe air, borne on wings of fire. We beheld above 
Quebec a great globe of flame^ which lighted up 
the night, and threw out sparks on all sides. This 
same meteor appeared above Montreal, where it 
seemed to issue from the bosom of the moon, with 
a noise as loud as cannon or thunder, and after 
sailing three leagues through the air it disappeared 
behind tbe mountain whereof this island bears the 
name." * 

Still greater marvels followed. First, a Christian 
Algonquin squaw, described as " innocent, simple, 
and sincere," being seated erect in bed, wide awake, 
by the side of her husband, in tbe night between 
tbe fourth and fifth of February, distinctly heard a 
voi(;e saying, " Strange things will happen to-day ; 
the earth will quake ! " In great alarm she whis- 
pered the prodigy to her husband, who told her 
that she lied. Tliis silenced her for a time ; but 
when, the next morning, she went into the forest 

1 Lalemant, Relation, 1668, 2. 
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with her hatchet to cut a faggot of woo<1, the same 
(iifad voice resounded through the solitude, and 
fent her back in terror to her hut.^ 

Thesse things were as nothing compared with 
the mar\'el that befell a nun of the hospital, Mother 
Catherine de Saint-Augustin, who died five years 
latvr. in the odor of siuictity. On the night of the 
fourth of February, 1CG3, she beheld in the spirit 
four furiouji demons at the four comers of Quebec, 
shaking it with a violence which plainly showed 
their purpose of reducing it to ruins ; '* and this 
thi'v would have done," says the story, " if a per- 
sonaj,^? of admirable beauty and ravishing majesty 
[Christ'^, whom she saw in the midst of them, and 
^li'Mnim lime to time, i^iwa rein to their furv, had 
D«'t H'^trainiMl them when they were on the point 
*Jt ari-oinplishing their wifke<l design." She also 
li'Mpi till* c'onversition of these demons, to tlie 
^•ffiri tliat jKHipIe were now well friglitened, and 
niiny winild he converted; but this would not last 
*"ii^'. and thov, the demons, would have them in 
*i:in'. •• lA*t us ket'p on shaking," they crie<l, en- 
'"=ini::Iii^ v\\v\\ othiT, "and do our best to upset 
'-^•Tv ihing. ^ 

Now.tti pju<s from visions to facts: "At half-past 
•;v.. nrlmk on the morning of the fifth," writes 
^Jtli'-r Lilt'mant, "a great roaring sound was 
"•in] at l!ie same time through the whole extent 

iaiirriin!, /iV/'ifion, l»»»'i:l, fi. 

' iia.- .•:■«- 111. \'i' '/» f'iifffum </» Sf. Ao:u>t-'n, \av IV. clj;ip. i. The 
'* •- •! •:% • ti>i<l Kv .liii'lifri'Aii. LaU'in:int, Hinl Maiii* *\v I Irii-:irii:iti(iii, 

* :ii I I .irli-iiiix vrruiivuuaiy a«criU;» tliv >i»iuii, H'> *Utv» ;tl<>i> tlie 
*■«* U luur. 
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of Canada. This sound , which produced an effect 
as if the houses were on fire, brought everybody 
out of doors ; but instead of seeing smoke and flame, 
they were amazed to behold the walls shaking, and 
all the stones moving as if they would drop from 
their places. The houses seemed to bend first to 
one side and then to the other. Bells sounded of 
themselves ; beams, joists, and planks cracked ; 
the ground heaved, making the pickets of the 
palisades dance in a way that would have seemed 
incredible had we not seen it in divers places. 

" Everybody was in the streets ; animals ran 
wildly about ; children cried ; men and women, 
seized ^vith fright, knew not where to take refuge, 
expecting every moment to be buried under the 
ruins of the houses, or swallowed up in some abyss 
opening under their feet. Some, on their knees in 
the snow, cried for mercy, and others passed the 
night in prayer; for the earthquake continued 
without ceasing, with a motion much like that of 
a ship at sea, insomuch that sundry persons felt the 
same qualms of stomach which they would feel on 
the water. In the forests the commotion was far 
greater. The trees struck one against the other as 
if there were a battle between them ; and you would 
have said that not only their branches, but even 
their trunks started out of their places and leaped 
on each other with such noise and confusion that 
the Indians said that the whole forest was drunk." 
Mary of the Incarnation gives a similar account, 
docs also Frances Juchercau de Saint-Ignace ; 
^d those contemporary records are sustained to 
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Mine extent by the evidence of geology.^ A re- 
markable effect was produced on the St. Lawrence, 
which was so charged with mud and clay that for 
manv weeks the water was unfit to drink. Con- 
sdenible hills and large tracts of forest 8lid from 
tlieir places, some into the river, and some into 
uijaccnt valleys. A number of men in a boat near 
TadoiLssac stared aghast at a large hill covered 
with tree:*, which sank into the water before their 
eyw; streams were turned from their courses; 
waier-falls were levelled ; springs were dried up in 
Kwwf places, while in others new springs appeared. 
Xevfrtheless, the accounts that have come down to 
^ 9eem a little exaggerated, and sometimes ludi- 
cnjii^l y so ; as when, for example, Mother Mary of 
the Ii)(':iniatlon tells us of a man who ran all night 
t'» r«i<:ijH? from a fissure in the earth which opened 
Miiml him and charted him as he fled. 

li is |KThaps needless to say that *' spectres and 
piiantonis of fire, bearing torches in their hands," 
twk part in the convulsion. ** The fiery figure of 
a ni:iii vtimiting flames " also appeared in the air, 
^iili many other apparitions too nuiuerous to men- 
ti'Hi. It is reronled that three vouii<' men were on 
fli'Ir wav throu^^h the forest to sell brand v to the 
In iians. wlien one of them, a little in advance of 
iLr rv<x, was met hy a hideous spectre which nearly 

• J'-.'.^..ir StiTry Hunt, win 1*0 intimate knuwliMlin* »f Canailinn 
g*- .•% .• «i-.I IkTHiMii, Cflu iii(> tliiit tlir «iiitri*<> lit' tlic St. Liiwrrlli'i' arc in :i 
i'- 4' r**.M? f'iriiir'1 III U'«U iif k»ravt'l ninl rlav n-«»lin«j nn iin-linrij 9>lrarii 
^ - • ^ •-■ '.' jt f.trtii iiliiU'M VI I Mill 1 lit> till* ntt t'««arv result nf iinv (.-••iivui. 
■ &• r' 4! iif \*'iV.\ \\v n*\i\* that Ihr I'lnlfiirt- tliat «ui*)i !>ili>ii*« have 

riftp''. . M*-^ ■•n a trreat iM-jiJf in titv iliiktinct nt variniiH |MiM)t4 ulun^ 1)19 
r.^xT e*{^>.a<i% al Lv* Kbijulbiu<ru», uu liiu uorth bliure. 
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.'\\J him with fright. He had scarcely strength 
v:Nvach to rejoin his companions, who, seeing his 
ti'^m^r, began to laugh at him. One of them, how- 
cxx^r, luxv^^ently came to his senses, and said : " This 
iis no laughing matter; we are going to sell liquor to 
tho Indians against the prohibitions of the church, 
A«d i>orhaps God means to punish our disobedi- 
ouiv." On this they all turned back. That night 
thov had scarcely lain down to sleep when the 
isirthquake roused them, and they ran out of their 
hut just in time to esciipe being swallowed up along 
withit.^ 

With every allowance, it is clear that the con- 
vulsion must have been a severe one, and it is 
ivuiarkable that in all Canada not a life was lost. 
The writers of the day see in this a proof that God 
nicant to reclaim the guilty and not destroy them. 
At (iuebec there was for the time an intense re- 
vival of religion. The end of the world was thought 
to be at hand, and everybody made ready for the 
last judgment. Repentant throngs beset confes- 
sionals and altars ; enemies were reconciled ; fasts, 
prayers, and penances filled the whole season of 
Lent. Yet, as we shall see, the devil could still 
find wherewith to console himself. 

It was midsunnner before the shocks whoUv 

ceased and the earth resumed her wonted calm. 

An extreme drought was followed by floods of 

and then Nature began her sure work of 

larie de rincarnation, L*ttrf tin '20 Aout, 1603. It appenns from 
o, Josfolyii, and otliiT writers, tliat the eartliqunkc extended to New 
Old and New Xetherlaudd, producing biniilar effects on the imagi- 
* the people. 
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reittration. It was about tliis time that the thorn 

vhich had plagued the church was at length 

plucked out. Avaugour was summoned home. 

He took his recall with magnanimity, and on his 

wav wrote at Caspe a memorial to Colbert, in 

^hirb he commends New France to the attention 

of the king. " The St. Lawrence," he says, " is 

tliocutnince to what may be made the greatest 

ftaie in the world ; " and, in his purely military 

«uy, he recounts the means of realizing this 

punil posiiibility. Three thousand soldiers should 

\k K-nt to the colony, to be discharged and turned 

into M.-t tiers after three years of service. During 

iLvM.* three years they may make Quebec an im- 

{•ri\:nal»k* fortress, sulxlue the Iroquois, build a 

^tnJ^^ fort on the river where the Dutch have 

a iniM'i'al)lL* wixxlen redoubt, called Fort Orange 

[Alhain/']^ and finally open a way by that river to 

thiM-a. Thus the heretics will be driven out, and 

till- kiii^ will l>e master of America, at a total cost 

"f .ilH»iit four hundred thousand francs yearly for 

trii yr;ir<. lie closes his memorial by a short allu- 

?i»'n to ihr charges against him, an<l to his forty 

v».ir*nf faithful service; and concludes, speaking 

••: rhr authors of his recall, [jiival and the Jesuits: 

"l\y re:i-on of the respect I owe their cloth, I will 

.v-t rniitent, monseigneur, with assuring you that 

1 ii.i\e not onlv served the kin;^ with lidelitv, but 

aLmj. by the grace of Go<l, with very gooil success, 

cun:-!«!ering the means at my disposal.*'* lie had, 

in truth, borne himself a** a brave and experienced 

A Avaugour, M^moirt^ (ituf*^, A Avit, 1C03. 

9 
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soldier ; and he soon after died a soldier's deal 
while defending the fortress of Zrin, in Croati 
against the Tiirks.^ 

1 Latn de Colbert au Marguia de Traeg, 1664. Mimoirt du Roy, p* 
9ervi>' d'matntction au Sieur TtUtm, 



CHAPTER Vn. 

1661-1664. 
LAVAL AND DUMESNIL 

'***»'^t ni-MB]i!>iL. — The Old Cockcil — Allbokd MintDBm. — 
Tri Nkw CuujrciL — Bodrdoi* ahd Villbrat. — Stromo Mbas- 
tut—EacArs or Dumbsxil. — Vikws or Colbkrt. 

Tiforon the proposals of Avaugour's memorial 
'^^•rv not adopted, it seems to have produced a 
•*?nin^r iinpresi<ion at court. For this impression 
^hf minds of the king and his minister had already 
''"**n pH'pared. Two years before, the inliabitants 
^^ Canaria had sent one of their number, Pierre 
'•^•■I'lirr. to represent their many grievances and 
•■^^k fi»r aid.' Rouclier had had an audience of the 
y^^nw^ kinjjT. who listened with interest to his state- 
^'*«nt'*; and wlien in the following year he returned 
^••t^iMlwr, he was accompanied by an othcer named 
**'>nji»nt, who had under his command a hundred 
'^»l'lit'P* for the colonv, and was commissioned to 
^["^rt its condition and resources.* The move- 



T-\ prrinuite iho <»lijtTt« of hi* miMion, noucluT wroto n little boi>k, 
' * ' I f. if.r'.* rf .V'i/"»»/i'* <l*i Mtrui* tt /*nniitrtiim» tin l\ifjs d* .*! -Vuu- 
**' ' !%.» m. ile^Iicrtte^ it to CoUwrt. 

A i"t)|{ j'^urnal of Dumoiit ii printed Anunyiii(>u»ly in the Juhition 
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ment seemed to betoken that the govei-nment wa* 
wakening at iast from its long inaction. 

Meanwhile the Company of New France, feudal 
lord of Canada, had also shown signs of retumiDg 
life. Its whole history had heen one of mishap, 
followed by discouragement and apathy ; and it is 
difficult to say whether its ownership of Canada 
had been more hurtful to itself or to the colony. 
At the eleventh hour it sent out an agent invested 
with powers of controller-general, intendant, and 
supreme judge, to inquire into the state of itf 
affairs. This agent, P^ronne Dumesnil, arrived 
early in the autumn of 1C60, and set himself witl 
great vigor to his work. He was an advocate oJ 
the Parliament of Paris, an active, aggressive, anc 
tenacious person, of a temper well fitted to rip uj 
an old abuse or probe a delinquency to the bottom 
His proceedings quickly raised a storm at Quebec. 
t may be reinembi^rcd that, many years before 
I company had coded its monopoly of the fui 
Ag to the inhabitants of the colony, in considera- 
1 of that annual payment in beaver-skins whicb 
I been so tanlily and so rarely mafle. The direc- 
1 of the trade liiid at that time been placed ir 
; hands of a council composed of the governor 
i superior of the Jesuits, and several other mem- 
Various Ldiiiugi's had since taken place, and 
} was no\\ controlled by another council 
^lished without the consent of the company,' 
I'd of the principal persons in the col- 
5*110 members of this council, with certair 

!■ C«M"'^ f^ti Btpeii'e^laTtq<''>l*pnM>iUiau Bag. 
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prominent merchants in league with them, en- 
irriK^iM] nil the trade, so that the inhabitants at 
Liw profited nothing by the right which the com- 
panv liad celled ; * and as the councillors controlled 
nut onlv the trade but all the financial affairs of 
Canada, while the remoteness of their scene of 
operations made it diilicult to supervise them, they 
wiTi* aWe, with little risk, to pursue their own 
profit, to the detriment lK)th of the company and 
tliv <r)lony. They and their allies formed a petty 
trilling oligarchy, as pernicious to the prosperity of 
r:in.i''a a^^ tlio Irociuois war itself. 

The compiiny, always anxious for its beaver- 
•kin'*. niacle several attempts to control the pro- 
•vwlin.'< of the coiukmHoi's and call them to account, 
^►wt with little sihtcs^, till the vigorous Dumesuil 
un«KTt<Mik the task, when, to their wnitii and con- 
^Vniaiion. thev and their friends found themselves 
att.ukrd bv wholesale accusations of fraud and em- 
*-«lt'in«*nt. 'riiat these charges were exaggerated 
•!»»n* r:\}\ Ik* little cloubt ; that thev were unfonndcMl 
>inrn»di)»Ic. in view of the effe<*t thev ju-oduced. 

Tin* counrillors refus<Ml to acknowliMlgc Dumes- 
n r< powers as controller, intendant. and judge, and 
•!''l.ir»'d his procee<lings null. He retortcMl by 
•'iirjin/ them with usurpation. Tlu» <»\cileuu»ut 
■•»'ri;i*rd. and I)ium»snirs life wjis tbn'jiti'm'd. 

11" \i'.v\ two sons in the eolouv. One of tli(»m, 
" rtiiiiii. i](i Maze, wa< s(»eretarv to Avau^jour, tlieu 
'^n liU way up the St. I^iiwreure to a<sinne the 

■ *' '*■ //■! ''--n*/.' »rA>i/, 7 l/'f*, l»i*»7. Alw) /*t)'ins »/".l'_/Mi"in, ikiid 
^:^ iti iUyiMtrrt d» Corutti d'Ktat, 10 M'ii$, l».r»0. 
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government. The other, Peronne dea Touches 
■was with his father at Quebec. Towards the enc 
of August this 3'oung man was attacked in the 
street in broad daylight, and received a kick which 
proved fatal. He was carried to his father's house, 
where he died on the twenty-ninth. Dumesnil 
charges four persons, all of whom were among 
those into whose affairs he had been prying, with 
having taken part in the outrage ; but it is very 
uncertain who was the immediate cause of Dea 
Touches's death. Dumesnil, himself the supreme 
judicial officer of the colony, made complaint tc 
the judge in ordinary of the company; but he says 
that justice was refused, the complaint suppressec 
by authority, his allegations torn in pieces, and tht 
whole affair hushed.' 

At the time of the murder, Dumesnil was con 
fined to his house by illness. An attempt was mad( 
to rouse the mob i^gainst him, by reports that h( 
had come to the colony for the purpose of layinj 
but he sent for some of the excited inhah 
succeeded in convincing them that h< 
teir champion rather than their enemy. Somi 

iuuins in the neighborhood were also instigate( 

' kill him, aiiJ he was forced to conciliate then 

; pi-esouts. 

i DumcBnil. Mgmmre. V.w^tT dste Aupiit 81 t1i« Joonnd 4n J^miu 

■■--* Ihl, LriW xi>r1 Kiinrilcl nienii.m ol lUc afTair: '■ Le flit de Mon. 

pnit'iiT.' If mo"mG iour, Xni (I'm raup de pid p«r N. 

S. ii in Jifliciill to my. Tlie KgUler of tlie pari* 

liiiHnUs fallow*: — 

1 lUfU. Lo K(l Aoint ■ mi^ enWrrt au Cetnetiere de Qucb< 

^nniic .liL Sr. .\vit 'I'ouL-liM au de Mr. du UmhU decedi! le Joi 
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He soon renewed his attacks, and in his quality 
of intondant called on the councillors and their 
allii's to render their accounts, and settle the long 
arrears of debt due to the company. They set his 
liVinainIs at naught. The war continued month 
afJiT month. It is more than likely that when in 
tlio >|»ring of lfiC2 Avaugour dissolved and recon- 
<truo!od the council, his action had reference to 
iln's? ili-^putes ; and it is clear that when in the 
fni;o\vin;jr August Laval sailed for France, one of 
lii?* oliji'cfs wiu* to restore the tmnquillity which 
biiiiK'snirs pHK.'eedings had disturbed. There was 
^'nat iK-ed ; for, what with these proceedings and 
tlinniMnvl aI)oiit I)nindy, Quebec was a little hell 
"S 'iiMiiiil, the earthtiiiake not having as yet fright- 
^■n«'il it into propriety. 

Tin* lj;>hop's siaress at court was triumphant. 
N"t un\y dl«l he ]>roc'ure tlie removal of Avaugour, 
'•«iJ Ik* was invited to choose a new «rovernor to 
f*'I'l;t(i» him.* This was not all ; for he succeeded 
•'MlTritiiiir a complete change in the government 
"I t!ir rolouv. Tlie Compaiiv of New France was 
' »!l"'l Ilium \n H'sit^n its claims;^ and, hv a roval 
*''''t of April. lr»<i;;, all pi>wer, legislative, ju<liciaK 
•'■I'l i-x«Tuiive, was vested in a council com])oscd 
"■ ^lif i:ov(»rnor whom I^ival lia<l chosen, of Laval 
■' -'j^'Il. and of five councillors, an attorncv-iri'n- 
'=il. and a sc^crctarv, to be chosen bv r^aval and 
••»" L'»»vrriii»r jointly.^ Iicaring with them blank 

■ \.\ T..ijr. IiV ,ir f.-fti, I.iv. v. 

• S* :'.•■ •Iflil-fr:tiii>ii!i .iiiil u«'t« to tlji-* i*ii«l in I\'iil* ft Oni' ntuituft 
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commissions to be filled with the names of the nev^ 
functionaries, Laval and his governor sailed for 
Quebec, where they landed on the fifteenth ol 
September. With them came one Gaudais-Dupont: , 
a royal commissioner instructed to inquire into tk^ 
state of the colony. 

No sooner had they arrived than Laval an 
Mezy, the new governor, proceeded to construct tL 
new council. Mezy knew nobody in the colon;^^, 
and was, at this time, completely under Laval^^fl 
influence. The nominations, therefore, were vL 
tually made by the bishop alone, in whose hand^ 
and not in those of the governor, the blank coinrm- 
missions had been placed.^ Thus for the momei^c=^^ 
he had complete control of the government ; thi^^"^* 
is to say, the church was mistress of the ci^ 
power. 

Laval formed his council as follows : Jean Boui 
don for attorney-general ; Rouer de Villeray, Jucfc^-^' 
ereau de la Fert^, Ruette d'Auteuil, Le Gardeu*= — ^^ 
de Tilly, and Matthieu Damours for councillors ^5===^ J 
and Peuvret de Mesnu for secretary. The roya^'^*'^ 
commissioner, Gaudais, also took a prominent plac» ""^^ 
at the board.^ This functionary was on the poin -*^* 
of marrying his niece to a son of Robert Giffai 



1 Commission artroif^p an Sieiir Gaudm». M€moirt pour iervir 
tion an Sicnr fiiindat's. A sequel to these intttructions, marked 
shows that, iiotwithstundiii)? Luval's extraordinary success in aCtainin 
his ()1ijc>(.>t8, lie and tlie Jesuits were somewhat distrusted. Gaudais E 
directed to make, witli great discretion and caution, careful inquiry int 
the hishop's comhict, and with i>qual secrecy to ascertain why tlie Jesui 
had anked for Avaugoiir's recall. 

2 As 8ii})stitute for the intendant, an officer who had been appointed 
but who had not arrived. 
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^boliad a strong intci-est in suppressing Dumes- 
nil's accusations.^ Duniesnil had laid his statements 
Mom the commissi oner, who quickly rejected 
tlk'ni, anil took part with the accused. 

Of those appointed to the new council, their 
iik'iny Duniesnil says that they were " incapahle 
[••rsms/* and their a.»<sociate Gaudais, in defending 
iluni a«rainst worse charges, declares that they 
*m* •• unlettereil, of little experience, and nearly 
all iiniihh' to ileal with affairs of importance." This 
wiLs jMThaps, unavoidable ; for, except among the 
'■'vl«.;a.-i:r<, ^duration was then srarrelv known in 
Camilla. Hut if Laval may be excused for putting 
inniiiijwiont men in office, nothing can excuse 
liini fur making men charfreil with gross pul>lic 
HlL-n.fs till' prost»cutoi-s and judges in their own 
'aiiN- : and his course in doing so gives color to the 
A'-«rTif»n «>f DumesniK that he maile up the coun- 
• I »\iiri*'*>ly to shielil the accused and smother 
■!i'" atiMisition.' 

Till* two jMTsons under the heaviest charges 
r»';\ffl the two most important ajipiiintmeuts : 
Ii".p:ini. atlorney-giMUTal, and Villeray. keei)er of 

ii.r:it-:t.I hi-ri' lii:iki'4 one nf thi' fvw lu'i-Uxkvi I liavc lifin aMi' to 
''•■■ :■ ' • '..tijs iMfiiidriMN. \\v "layi tli.it tl:<* imme tit* tin- u'lvn* of 
''*.;i.i nil \f I sr .V'i'i It wa«i. in larl, Mirht.li- J'fnns* A'fu. \%Iii» mar- 
^••.1 ^.|. . • ,11 ,,f Uttl.tTt (iitlanl. iih till* 'J'Jil of Oi-toU'r, l>ii-'>. Diiiim-m- 

■ ■■ ■« ■■■in tKi' >iri'U"'" t\:*x n:\u\v. Tin- «'l'lcr (iifTani was surety lor 
■- •''.-1 «t .ni Ihiiiifoiiil i'liaruM-d with liahilitifH to the i-iiiii|iaiiy, 
■ . ^• ' I IT'") litri-« (iitl.iril w.is uIbo t.itlti*: inlaw nf .IiicluTLau 

■^ » !•••• . ■ t Hio ;ii'' u«i '1. 

■ '' ■•'•■ .. J.*- !iirtl.»T limn tlii«i. for lie ulainly intiiiiuN". ili:il ihc 
■'■■ ' «■ ■•■■III |*i»i-r »it ihf riiMi)iaiiy, to wlmin tin' a«i. ii-i'l wi-tr rr^jmn- 
• • i: ■ :i 1 pi.ti \Ui£ 111 |ii»wrr <»f a riMiiH'il tnrnii-'l n( tin- an ii«i-i| iln«m- 
" '• «)• 4 -it \iiC runtrjvfil from lliv llr&t liv La\a] aii>l tiii: .loiiitu, to 
^ i^ir iiiruJa out uf tniuble. 
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the seal?. La Ferte was also one of the accused 
Of Villerav, the governor Argenson had writte 
in 1659 : " Some of his qualities are good enougl 
but confidence cannot be placed in him, on accour 
of his instability."' In the same year, he ha 
been ordered to France, " to purge himself of sui 
dry crimes wherewith he stands charged."' E 
was not yet free of suspicion, banning returned 1 
Canada under an order to make up and render h 
accounts, which he had not yet done. Dumesr 
says that he first came to the colony in 1651, j 
valet of the governor Lauson, who had taken hi 
from the jail at Rochelle, where he was imprisone 
for a debt of seventy-one francs, " as appears I 
the record of the jail of date Jidy eleventh in thj 
year." From this modest beginning he became i 
time the richest man in Canada.* He was strong i 
orthodoxy, and an ardent supporter of the bishc 
and the Jesuits. He is alternately praised an 
blamed, according to the partisan leanings of tl 
writer. 

1 Bourdon it charged with not having accounted for an immen 

qnuitity of beaver-skins which had passed through his hands durii 

^^•iTe years or more, and which are valued at more than 300.000 livn 

tr climrget are made against him in connection witli large sums \x 

id in Lauson's time on account of the colony. In a memorial a 

itd to the king in council, Dumesnil says that, in 1662, Hourdt 

^dlng to his own accounts, had in his hands 37,616 livres l>elongi: 

• oompMiy, which he still retained. 

/Ultltiy*8 Hahilities arose out of the unsettled accounts of his fatht 
kW, Chariea Sevestre, and are set down at more than 600,000 livn 
VirM*i are of a smaller amount. Others of the council were in 
lttVQlv«d In tlie charges. 
^ttArffennon, 20 Xor., 1659. 
^ Bog. 18 Mai, 1669. 
4$ OJktrt k Fivntenae, 17 Mai, 1674. 
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Bourdon, though of humble origin, was, perhaps, 
(W must intelligent man in the council. He was 
chiefly known as an engineer, but he had also been 
* Iwker, a painter, a syndic of the inhabitants, 
diicf gunner at the fort, and collector of customs 
for the company. Whether guilty of embezzle- 
ment or not, he was a zealous devotee, and would 
proiiably have died for his creed. Like Villeray, 
lie w:u one of Laval's stanchest supporters, while 
llie re?it of the council were also sound in doctrine 
tnd !iure in allegiance. 

In virtue of their new dignity, the accused now 
claimed exemption from accountability; but this 
v;is not all. The abandonment of Canada by the 
c»>mii;iny, in leaving Dumesnil without support, 
an-l depriving him of official character, had made 
lii^ rharges far less dangerous. Nevertheless, it 
^^* thought best to suppress them altogether, and 
tliv first act of the new government was to this 
eii'l. 

^h\ tlie twentieth of September, the second day 

^*»T the establishment of the council, Bourdon, 

i-J 111'* character of attorney -general, rose and de- 

^'UI'IimI that the papeix of Jean Peronne Dumesnil 

^>».:I.l Ik? si'izt'd an<l se<|uestered. The council oon- 

**'i\U'i\. ami, to complete the scandal, Villeray was 

"•Miiiii^sioned to make the seizure in the prescMice 

'•: Ifcuinlon. To color the proceeding, it was alleged 

•!:.• I)iimi*snil had obtained certain papers unlaw- 

/ .!! V fn*m the r/rej^e or record otlice. *' As lie was 

•j-y.^ht," sjiys Gaudais, " to be a violent man,'' 
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^uay well be believed tliat this, the inaugural act 
^i (he now council, was not allowed to appear on 
itj^ rocordsJ 

On the twenty-first, Villeray made a formal re- 

jHiri of the seizure to his colleagues ; upon which, 

"' I'v reason of the insults, violences, and irrevcr- 

^nas therein set forth against the aforesaid Sieur 

Je Villeray, commissioner, as also against the 

amhority of the council," it was ordered that the 

olTfmliiig Dumesnil should be put under arrest; 

ij ii Giiudais, as he declares, prevented the order 

f rum being carried into effect. 

Duiuesnil, who says that during the scene at his 
1....:m- hf had expected to be munlcred like his 
>* •:!. iitiw , thinigh unsupported and alone, returned 
'•• 'In- attack, demande<l his papers, and was so 
!• Miti in thivats of complaint to the king that the 
' • ' ;iiiil wiTc sL'riously ahirmcd. They a^ain decreed 
^*i*;inv>t antl imprisonment; but resolved to keep 
•ij-ilLMTi-f srcret till the mornin;^ of tlie day when 
*livl;i>t tif the returning sliips was to siil for France. 
*•! liii^ ship Dumesnil had taken his passage, and 
'^' V {iMipoMMl to arrest him unexpecte<lly on the 
i-^Mit of embarkation, that he might have no time 
•" I'lvj.are antl <lespatch a memorial to the c(Mirt. 
1 ^i* .1 full year must elai)se l)efore his complaints 
"..'I rracli the minister, and seven or eight iimnihs 
'•":•• brfore a reply could l)e returned to Canmla. 
^^'Uis this Ion'' delay the affair would have tline 
I •" om>1. Dumesnil received a secret warnini;" of 

' \^* il.'iTe ii ilrnwn fn>m the two inemoriaU of (isiii<I:ii!* :itiil ui 

» 

^'-'--■L.. Ilivy du nut cuiilradici each othiT an tu tlic UAMrniial luits. 
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this plan, and accordingly went on board anot 
vessel, which was to sail immediately. The coui 
caused the six cannon of the battery in the Loi 
Town to be pointed at her, and threatened to s 
her if she left the harbor; but she disregard 
them, and proceeded on her way. 

On reaching France, Dumesnil contrived to di 
the attention of the minister Colbert to his acci 
tions, and to the treatment they had brought u] 
him. On this Colbert demanded of Gaudais, v 
had also returned in one of the autunm ships, v 
he had not reported these matters to him. Gauc 
made a lame attempt to explain his silence, g; 
his statement of the seizure of the papers, answe 
in vague terms some of Dumesnil's charges agai 
the Canadian financiers, and said that he 1 
nothing to do with the rest. In the follow 
Bpring Colbert wrote as follows to his relat 
Terron, intendant of marine : — 

"I do not know what report M. Gaudais 1 

nade to you, but family interests and the conn 

ons which he has at Quebec should cause h 

I be a little distrusted. On his arrival in tl 

)untry, having constituted himself chief of 1 

iouncil, he despoiled an agent of the Company 

uiada of all his papers, in a manner very vioL 

id extraordinary, and this proceeding leaves 

ibt whatever that these papers contained matt 

knowledge of which it was \nshed absolut 

ppress. I think it will be very proper t 

ihould be informed of the statements made 

ler that, through him, an ex 
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knowledge may be acquired of every thing that has 
taken place in the management of affairs." ^ 

Whether Terron pursued the inquiry does not 
ApIH^ar. Meanwhile new quarrels had arisen at 
Qui'liec, and the questions of the past were obscured 
in the dust of fresh commotions. Nothing is more 
nuticeuble in the whole history of Canada, after it 
taaie under the direct control of the Crown, than 
tbe helpless manner in wliich this absolute govern- 
ment was forced to overlook and ignore the dis- 
obedience and nuH^ality of its functionaries in this 
dij'tant transatlantic dependency. 

As reganls Dumesnil's charges, the truth seems 
to be. that the financial managers of the colony, 
Innn;: ignorant and unpractised, had kept iinper- 
i^n iind confused accounts, wliich thev themselves 
*^>til«l not always unravel ; and that some, if not all 
"J tluiii, had made illicit profits under cover of this 
'^"iifii>iiin. That their stealings approached the 
*»'»rmiius sum at whicli Dumesnil places them is not 
ty k- U'lie ved. But, even on the grossly improl)able 
ii^Miinption of their entire innocence, there can be 
»o;i[Mjlo;ry for the means, subvoi'sive of all justice, 
'•}■ wliirli Liival enal)led his partisans and sup[)ort- 
tr> lo extricate tliemselves from embarnissuicnt. 

■ /.-.. ./<- r,.n^rr a T^rmn. R.^-f.fU.-.H Fn:, llV-l. "11 n *IM)li(« iin 
'•••■ ■'»• li <*ikmpairiii«* «!c <*iiriii(iM <lo tons >f* paiiiorri «riini» inHiiliTe 
*■■ '■ .rtt:i- vi rxtruiinliimirt*. el «i* prin-tMli- ne Iai>M' |Hiiiit u ilDiitcr 
•■ * iir* . ••• |i;i|ii«'r!( il ii'r i>ut ili>4 i'|p>«o^ limit tin a vdulu u1iM>]iiii)i'nt 
* " 'Til 4 •iiiri:! «»:ini'c." (^)II)^•^l ►rtMii!* to \.:wv rt'i-rivtMl mi ox- 
^«' >'• I t:ii|iri-««ioii uf the part buinc by Ciaii<lai» in tlie seizure of 
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Note. — DumesniPs principal memorial, preserved in the 
chives of the Marine and Colonies, is entitled Memoire concemanr 
Ajfaires du Canada, qui motUre et fait voir que sous pretexte d^ 
Ghire de Dieu, d"* Instruction des Sauvages^ de seroir le Roy ct 
faire la nouvelle Colonie, il a iti pris et diverti trois millions de lic^ 
ou environ. It forms in the copy before me thirty-eight pages 
manuscript, and beai*s no address ; but seems meant for Colb^ 
or the council of state. There is a second memorial, whiclm. 
little else than an abridgment of the first. A third, bearing 
address Au Hoy et a nos Seigneurs du Conseil {d^Etnt), and sigrs* 
Peronne Dumesnil, is a petition for the payment of 10,132 liv 
due to him by the company for his services in Canada, ** ou il ^ 
perdu son fils assassin^ par les comptables du dit pays, qui n'oac&t 
voulu rendre compte au dit suppliant, lutendaut, et ont jjiil^ ^ka 
maisou, ses meubles etpapiers le *J0 du mois de Septembre deraics ar, 
dont il y a acte." 

Gaudais, in compliance with the demands of Colbert, gives Ym%m 
statement in a lung memorial, Le Sieur Gaudais Duponl a Mi^ws* 
seigneur de Colbert, 1H04. 

Dumesnil, in his principal memorial, gives a list of the allef^ed 
defaulters, with the special charges against each, and the amouats 
for which he reckons them liable. The accusations cover a period 
of ten or twelve years, and sometimes more. Some of them ekve 
curiously suggestive of more recent ** rings." Thus Jean Gloxi» 
makes a charge of thii-ty-oue hundred livres (francs) for fireworfcf 
to celebrate the king's marriage, when the actual cost is said ^ 
have been about forty livres. Others are alleged to have embetxl«J^ 
the funds of the company, under cover of pretended paymenta to 
imaginary creditors ; and Argeuson himself is said to have eked oot 
his miserable salary by drawing on the company for tlie pay <^ 
soldiers who did not exist. 

Tlie records of the Council preserve a guarded silence about thii 
affair. 1 lind, however, under date 20 Sept., 100-J, »» Pouvoir i M. 
de X'ilh'iav do fairc rocherclie dans la maison d^un nomine' du Mf*' 
nil (h's papiiTs aj)part('nants au Conseil conccrnant Sa Majeste ,*" 
and nn<li'r (late IH Mareh, lOG-l, ** Ordre pour I'ouverture du coffre 
coiiti*naut K'S papiers de Duniesnil," and also au ** Ordre pour 
mettre rinvciitairc des bieus du Sr. Dumesnil entre les mains da 
Sr. Filliun.'» 
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We have Fcen tliat Laval, when at court, had 

^vn invited to clioose a governor to his liking. 

Hf Mxin nnwle his selection. Tliere was a pious 

^IfietT. Siiffray <le Mezy, major of the town and 

•^itailW of Caen, whom he had well known during 

ti* long stiiy with Bernieres at the Hermitage. 

Mi'zy wiis the principal ineml)er of tlie company of 

dfvoUfs formed at Caen under the influence of 

Bernieres and hl*< disciples. In his youth he had 

Wn head.'«trong and <lissoliite. Worse still, he had 

Wn, it iff said, a Huguenot ; but both in life and 

'loctrine his oonversi<m had been complete, and the 

'^r\iil mysticism of IJernieres acting on his vehc- 

nitni Hiiturc had transformed him into a reil-hnt 

"^Jot. Towanls the hermits and their chid' ho 

Aowwl a docility in stmnge contrast with his past 

lii'tory. and foIIowe<l their inspirations with an 

•rior which sometimes overleaped its mark. 

10 
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Thus a Jacobin monk, a doctor of divinity, once 
came to preach at the church of St. Paul at Caen ; 
on which, according to their custom, the brother- 
hood of the Hermitage sent two persons to make 
report concerning liis orthodoxy. M^zy and an- 
other mihtary zealot, "who," says the narrator, 
" hardly know how to read, and assuredly do not 
know their catechism," were deputed to hear his 
first sermon ; wherein this Jacobin, having spoken 
of the necessity of the grace of Jesus Christ in 
order to the doing of good deeds, these two wise- 
acres thought that he was preaching Jansenism; 
and thereupon, after the sermon, the Sieur de 
M^zy went to the proctor of the ecclesiastical court 
and denounced him."^ 

His zeal, though but moderately tempered with 
knowledge, sometimes proved more useful than on 
this occasion. The Jacobin convent at Caen wa* 
divided against itself. Some of the monks had 
embraced the doctrines taught by Bernieres, while 
the rest held dogmas wliich he declared to be con- 
trary to those of the Jesuits, and therefore hetero- 
dox. A prior was to be elected, and, with the 
help of Bemiferes, his partisans gained the victory, 
choosing one Father Louis, through whom the Her- 
mitage gained a complete control in the convent 
But the adverse party presently resisted, and com- 
plained to the provincial of their order, who came 
to Caen to close the dispute by deposing Father 
Louis. Hearing of his approach, Berniferes aske. 

' Nicole, M^moire pour /aire amnoistre V esprit ei la conduite de la Com 
vagnie appdl€e Cllermitage, 
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w<l from his military disciple, and De Mezy sent 
Vim a squad of soldiers, who guarded the convent 
dwn* and barred out the provincial.^ 

Among the merits of Mezy, his humility and 
^'liarity were especially admired ; and the people of 
Caen had more than once seen the town major 
*ia;:irfring across the street with a beggar mounted 
on his bjick, whom he was bearing dry-shod through 
the mud in the exercise of those virtues.' In this 
lie imitated his master Bemieres, of whom similar 
acts aa» reconled.' However dramatic in manifes- 
tation, his devotion was not onlv sincere but in- 
tenso. I^aval imagined that he knew him well. 
-VK»ve all others, Mt»zy was the man of his choice ; 
:inl M> i*agorly did he plead for him, that the king 
h:iMM-li paid certain debts which the pious major 
h*l rnntractod, and thus left him free to sail for 

HI'' tli'portment on the voyage was edifying, and 
*•'• tir'-t days of his accession were passed in har- 
"\M\\. IK» pi*rmittcd Laval to form the new 
'" .11* 11. an«l supplied the soMiiTs for the seizure of 
I' .11;. -MiTs papers. A question arose concerning 
M«»:iT,.al, a subject on wliich the governors and 
••••• 'i^liop rarely <lilTered in opinion. The present 
•li't.jiHi. wa*: no exception to the rule. Mezy re- 
I].i*vih1 MaiMjuneuve, the hx'al governor, and inune- 
•i.iit.Iy H'jilaced him ; the elTect being, that whereas 

•/ i 

■ -J . 'crr»n. //i.'.wv.' dr rn^tiipiru. no. 

Sr :1c U'l'liidirv nutictr of ikTiiii-'ri'!* ilv I^iivigny in the \'>'ivtU 
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he had before derived his authority from the seij 
iors of the island, he now derived it from th- _e 
governor-general. It was a movement in the ii 
terest of centralized power, and as such was coj 
dially approved by Laval. 

The first indication to the bishop and the Jesui1^»^s 

that the new governor was not likely to prove i Sn 

their hands as clay in the hands of the potter, r is 
said to have been given on occasion of an inter^ -=r- 
view with an embassy of Iroquois chiefs, to who^c^ m 
Mezy, aware of their duplicity, spoke with a dec=i:3i- 
sion and haughtiness that awed the savages aiE. -»d 
astonished the ecclesiastics. 

He seems to have been one of those natures th& -•at 
run with an engrossing vehemence along any chaxr --*n- 
nel into which they may have been turned. jT^ ^^ 
the Hermitage he was all devotee ; but climate an^t^^^ 
conditions had changed, and he or his symptoiK^:^"^^ 
changed with them. He found himself raised su^-*^^^*" 
denly to a post of command, or one which Wi ^'^'^ 
meant to be such. The town major of Caen wt ^^'^a 
set to rule over a region far larger than Franc^^^^^^- 
The royal authority was trusted to his keeping, an:^^ °^ 
his honor and duty forbade him to break the tru^^s -st. 
But when he found that those who had procur^^"^ 
for him his new dignities had done so that L^""^ 
might be an instrument of their will, Iiis ancietf=^ ^^ 
pride started again into life, and his headstrorrr^^ 
temper broke out like a long-smothered fire. Lav ^l 
stood aghast at the transformation. His lamb h^^d 
turned wolf. 

What especially stirred the governor's dudgeon 



1CM.I THE QUARREL BEGUX. 149 

T"^as tbo conduct of Bounlon, Villeray, and Au- 

ti'uil, those faithful allies whom Liival had placed on 

tiji* i-ouiicil, and who, as Mezy soon found, were 

^Mly in the bishop's interest. On the 13th of 

K'hriiary he sent his friend Augoville, major of 

^Ih' fort, to Laval, with a written declaration to the 

^^hri tluit he had ortlered them to absent them- 

K'lvc:J from the council, because, having been 

a|ijJointed •• on the persuasion of the afoixjsaid 

l{i>ljoj> uf Potnva, who knew them to be wholly his 

<'^atun»s, thev wish to make themselves nuusters in 

till* jiforesiiid council, and have acted in divers ways 

a;::iiii>t the interests of the king and the public for 

til*.' promotion of personal and private ends, and 

l-.t\v u»rmi*il and fomented cabals, contrary to their 

•J:i'V and their oath of fidelitv to his aforesaid 

^I.ih'^tv."* He further declares that advantajj^e 

li.i'i fM't-n taken of tlie facility of his disposition and 

i*> ijimranee of the country to surj)rise him into 

•^'^••Mtiii^' to their nomination; an<l he asks the 

^'•li'»|i to anjuiesce in their expulsion, and join him 

'•I'ailiii:^ an asstMiibly of the people to choose* others 

•» tlnir place. Lival refusi^l ; on which Mi'zy 

' I .'•■•1 lii> declaration to he placanlcd about Quebec 

AIM |pri)rlaimed by sound of drum. 

lln- |ii-o|H)^al of a i)ublic election, contrary as it 
*■»• U) thf >pirit of the government, opposed to the 
•"'.'i f^tabli^hing the council, and utterly oilious to 
^^*" \oiin;: autocrat who ruled over France, gave 
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Laval a great advantage. "I reply," lie wrote, 
" to the request which Monsieur the Governor 
makes me to consent to the interdiction of the 
persons named in his declaration, and proceed to 
the choice of other councillors or officers by an 
assembly of the people, that neither my conscience 
nor my honor, nor the respect and obedience which 
I owe to the will and commands of the king, nor 
my fidelity and affection to his service, will by any 
means pemiit me to do so." ^ 

Mezy was dealing with an adversary armed witt 
redoubtable weapons. It was intimated to him thaW 
the sacraments would be refused, and the churches 
closed against him. This threw him into an agony'' 
of doubt and perturbation ; for the emotional relig 
ion which had become a part of his nature, thoug 
over})orne by gusts of passionate irritation, was sti 
full of life within him. Tossing between the ol 
feeling and the new, he took a course which reve 
the trouble and confusion of his mind. He thre 
himself for counsel and comfort on the Jesui 
though he knew them to be one with Laval agai 
him, and though, under cover of denouncing sin i 
general, they had lashed him sharply in their se 
mons. There is something pathetic in the appe 
he makes them. For the glory of God and t 
service of the king, he had come, he says, 
Laval's solicitation, to seek salvation in Canad 
and being under obligation to the bishop, who hm^ 
reconuncnded him to the king, he felt bound 't:0 
show proofs of his gratitude on every occasiozi'* 

1 R^iwnse de CEvSqUe de Petrie, 16 Fev,, 1664. 
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Yet neither gratitude to a benefactor nor the 
respect due to his character and person should be 
permitted to interfere with duty to the king, " since 
neither conscience nor honor permit us to neglect 
the requirements of our office and betray the in- 
terests of his Majesty, after receiving orders from 
his lips, and making oath of fidelity between his 
hands." He proceeds to say that, having discov- 
^^•ed practices of which he felt obliged to prevent 
^h^ continuance, he had made a declaration expel- 
^'^'^g the offenders from office ; that the bishop and 
^11 the ecclesiastics had taken this declaration as an 
^fif^nce ; that, regardless of the king's service, they 
7^^c3 denounced him as a calumniator, an imjusl 
J^^^3ge, without gratitude, and perverted in con- 
^^i^nce ; and that one of the chief among them had 
^^^tne to warn him that the sacraments would be 
^^ fused and the churches closed against him. 
\rhis," writes the unhappy governor, " has agi- 
^^ted our soul with scruples; and we have none 
■^^om whom to seek light save those who are our 
^^clared opponents, pronouncing judgment on us 
^^ithout knowledge of cause. Yet as our stilvation 
^^d the duty we owe the king are the things most 
^tnportant to us on earth, and as we hold them to 
V>e inseparable the one from the other; and as 
Clothing Is so certain as death, and nothing so un- 
certain as the hour thereof ; find as there is no time 
to inform his Majesty of what is passing and to 
receive his commands ; and as our soul, though 
conscious of innocence, is always in fear, — we feel 
obliged, despite their opposition, to have recourse 
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to the reverend father casuists of the House oi 
Jesus, to tell us in conscience what we can do for 
the fulfilment of our duty at once to God and 
the king." ^ 

The Jesuits gave him little comfort. Laleman. 
their superior, replied by advising him to foDo 
the directions of his confessor, a Jesuit, so far 
the question concerned spiritual matters, addi 
that m temporal matters he had no advice to giv< 
The distinction was illusory. The quarrel 
wholly on temporal matters, but it was a quarr^^l 
with a bishop. To separate in such a case tl 
spiritual obligation from the temporal was beyoi 
the skill of Mezy, nor would the confessor ha^fciJ^ ^ 
helped him. 

Perplexed and troubled as he was, he wou^' 
not reinstate Bourdon and the two councilloi 
The people began to clamor at the interrupts 
of justice, for which they blamed Laval, whom 
recent imposition of tithes had made unpopula 
Mezy thereupon issued a proclamation, in whicr 
after mentioning his opponents as the most subt-^ ^ 
and artful persons in Canada, he declares that, :»^ 
consequence of petitions sent him from Queb^^^ 
and the neighboring settlements, he had called tfc» ^ 
people to tlie council chamber, and by their advic^^ 
had appointed the Sieur de Chartier as attomejj^' 
general in place of Bourdon.^ 

Boui-don replied by a violent appeal from th^ 

1 M^zy aux PP. J^uites, Fait au Chateau de Qye60e 00 
de FtvrUr, 1664. 

2 Ij-ttre (iu P. n. Lalemant a Mr, le (iouvemewr* 
> Lkdaration du Sieur de M€zy, 10 J/an, 1604. 
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{rt>vornor to the remaining members of the council,^ 
on which Mezy declared him excluded from all 
I'ulilir functions whatever, till the king's pleasure 
>li»»ulil l)e known.- Tha'< church and state still 
fMiwiicd on each other, an<l new disputes soon arose 
In wiili-n the breach between them. On the fn^st 
t-Malilishment of the council, an order had been 
piiNMil for the election of a mavor and two alder- 
lut'ii ift'/ieriiis) for Quebec, which it was proposed 
to iri'i'i into a citv, thou^rh it had onlv .<eventv 
h«»iiN"i and less than a thousand inhabitants. Re- 
I^^iitiirnv was chosen mavor, and Madrv and Char- 
rini jililermen ; but the choice was not agreeable to 
tin* I'i^liop. and the three functionaries declined to 
•1' t.iiiiiucnce having probably been brought to bear 
"'1 tliciu to tliat end. The council now resolved 
'•iit :i iii:iy(»r was needless, and the people were 
! niiiitcd to choose a svndic in his stead. These 
'•• .!iii ibal flection** were ahva\s so controlled bv 
■'••' aiitlioritics that tbi' element of libert\' which 
•M- \ oi-rnicil to rc[»reMMil was little but a niockerv. 
''Ji rlir pH'^cnt o4-ca>ion, afttT an unaccountable 
' •'.iv of fill uioutb^. tWi'Uty-two per^^oiis cast tlieir 
'"'*•- iu pre^t'iw'4' of' tlic couucil, and tin* cboifi' 
" i «'ii riiarrou. Tlie mil cjnr>tion wa>^\llethe^ 
•■•• ii.'W <vn»!if '^iionjil belouir to tlic ^ovcrntn' or 
' ':.' -^i-linp. i'barnMi leaned to the gn\ernor*s 

■ '}. Tiie tM'rle^ia'^ties ill'-i^ttMl tliat the |M'(»|ile 

*'*:•• ':i-*ali*!ii*d. aui) a in'\v electimi \\a< i»rilered, 
' .1 ! lie voters iliil not coiue. Tin* Lrt»vern*U' n(.>w 
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sent messages to such of the inhabitants as he knew 
to be in his interest, who gathered in the council 
chamber, voted under his eye, and again chose a 
syndic agreeable to him. Laval's party protested 
in vain.^ 

The councillors held office for a year, and the 
year had now expired. The governor and the 
bishop, it will be remembered, had a joint power 
of appointment ; but agreement between them was 
impossible. Laval was for replacing his partisans. 
Bourdon, Villeray, Auteuil, and La Ferte. Mezy 
refused ; and on the eighteenth of September he 
reconstructed the council by his sole authority, 
retaining of the old councillors only Amours and 
Tilly, and replacing the rest by Denis, La Tesserie, 
and Peronne de Maz^, the surviving son of Dumes- 
nil. Again Laval protested ; but Mezy proclaimed 
his choice by sound of drum, and caused placards 
to be posted, full, according to Father Lalemant, of 
abuse against the bishop. On this he was excluded 
from confession and absolution. He complained 
loudly ; " but our reply was," says the father, 
" that God knew every thing.** ^ 

This unanswerable but somewhat irrelevant re- 
sponse failed to satisfy him, and it was possibly on 
this occasion that an incident occurred which is re- 
counted by the bishop's eulogist, La Tour. He says 
that M^zy, with some unknown design, appeared 
before the church at the head of a band of soldiers, 
while Laval was saying mass. The service over, the 
bishop presented himself at the door, on which, to 

^ Registre da Conseil Sup&ieur, ^ Journal dts J^uite*, Oct,, 1664. 
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tho •rovomor's confusion, all the soldiers respect- 
fullv s;ilutc-cl him.' The story may have some 
!'»:;!i'I:itiun. but it is not supported by contemporary 

Hn ilie Sunday after Mczy's coup (TCtat^ the 
!' :I[»it< re'iounded with denunciations. The people 
Utriifd, doubtless, with becoming respect ; but 
i!ii;r syiupathies were with the governor; and he, 
o!i his jKirt. hail made aj»i>eals to them at more 
tii:m one crisis o[ the quarrel. He now fell into 
uh'tIht indiscretion. He banished IJounlon and 
\ !!'.«T.iv. and onlcred them home to France. 

T'!i«'\ I'arried with them the instruments of their 

ft 

^•\•■!;L'•^ the accusjitions of Laval an<l the Jesuits 
J I :i-^ tIii» author of their woes. Of these accusa- 

* ' '!* «»in' alnne would have sufficed. Mczv had 
• - ij.'d tn the ])e()ple. It is trui' that he <li<l so 

::•' i ihi liivt» (»f p(»])ular liberty, but siuiply to mid<e 

- ' i .r.Miii<t an opjxuient ; yet the act alone was 

' •":.'!». and he received a piMvm])torv recall. 

A.'.;i I«ival had trium])htMl. He had made one 

:■ 'Mjiir ami unmade two, if not three. The 

■....*• Invite, as one of his bioirnijihiTs calls Iiiui 

■■'• 'Mrrit'r days, had berouu' the foremost power 

■:'".'.:n'la. 

I. -1 had a threi»f<»ld streuLMh at court : his 

- ■ rth. Iiis reputed sauctity, and tlie support. 

- .''-siit-^. 'I'liis wa< not all. lor the jM-nna- 

•'! Iii"* ]Hi-*itiou in the colony pivi' him ;iMntln'r 

' ' *•','•■. The troNernors were nanu'd hn* thi"«'(» 
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years, and could be recalled at any time ; but the 
vicar apostolic owed his appointment to the Pope, 
and the Pope alone could revoke it. Thus he was 
beyond reach of the royal authority, and the court 
was in a certain sense obliged to conciliate him. 
As for Mezy, a man of no rank or influence, he 
could expect no mercy. Yet, though irritable and 
violent, he seems to have tried conscientiously to 
reconcile conflicting duties, or what he regarded as 
such. The governors and intendants, his succes- 
sors, received, during many years, secret instruc- 
tions from the court to watch Laval, and cautiously 
prevent him from assuming powers which did not 
belong to him. It is likely that similar instruc- 
tions had been given to Mezy,^ and that the attempt 
to fulfil them had aided to embroil him with one 
who was probably the last man on earth with whom 
he would willingly have quarrelled. 

An inquiry was ordered into his conduct ; but a 
voice more potent than the voice of the king had 
called him to another tribunal. A disease, the 
result perhaps of mental agitation, seized upon 
him and soon brought him to extremity. As he 
lay gasping between life and death, fear and horror 
took possession of his soul. Hell yawned before 
his fevered vision, peopled with phantoms which 
long and lonely meditations, after the discipline of 
Loyola, made real and palpable to his thought. 
He smelt the fumes of infernal brimstone, and 

^ The royal commissioner, Gaudais, who came to Canada with M^zy, 
had, as before mentioned, orders to inquire with great secrecy into the 
conduct of Laval. The intendant, TaloD, who followed immediately 
after, had similar instructions. 
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hwinl the howlings of the damned. He saw the 

/njwn oi the singrv Judge, and the fiery swonls of 

•vrn^'iri;: anjrels, hurling wretches like himself, 

•riiliinir in anguish and despair, into the gulf of 

UMuffcnilde woe. lie listened to the <ifhostlv coun- 

>'''.''»ivi who l>esirged his bed, bowed his head in 

^niffiKv. made his peace with the church, asked 

/Mn.'riii {}{ Ijsival. confessed to him, and received 

•i-'silijtinn at his hands; and his late advei'saries, 

^**v iM'nign and bland, soothed him with promises 

^i |iitp!on. and hopes of eternal bliss. 

IhI'iiH' hr t]\rt\. he wn)te to th(» Marrpn'sdeTi'acy, 
^"\\]\ :q»jK>inti'd viceroy, a letter which indicates 
ih;it i'v«n in his penitence he could not feel himself 
^^ 1.'»!!v in the wronir." He also left a will in which 
f :j'- iMtIn'iic antl tlie quaint are curiously min^le<l. 
-V:"%r j«niyinir his patron. Saint Auirustine, with 
^ '1^ .lulm. Saint Peter, jhkI all the other siints. to 

- - .'-r'-'Mif for the ]Kirdon of his sins, he directs that 

- • immIv shall bi« buried in the cemeterv of the 

*-■•: ;iT the ho<i)ital, as lieiuir uuworthv of more 

I > • 

I'linrtrl *i!'pulture. He tlieu maki*s variiuis leLra- 

* '^ ••! piety an<l charity. Other luMpie^ts fullow, 

* '" ":" whieh is to hi-* fritMid Major AuLfoville. to 
"** "'11 hf le:iv«'*s two hundred fr.m<'<. hi^ ro;it of 

* ■ :! -!i elnfb. his caiidet manth\ a pair of n<'\v 

* i'\\z]iX shirts with slet»ve l»uttoii<. \\\< >wi»rd 

' ''*It. :iud a Ui'W blanket for tb<' major < sirvant. 

^' \ AulnTt is to hav«' !ift\" fraMr<. with a LTav 
'. N't. :i ^-luall roat of l'I':i\ ><r.re. " w liieh.'sa vs 

■ • < a 

'•••■ tt-tator, •• has been wnrn for a while," and u 



* Ijrrrt dr Mt'Z^ iJU J/(iryiliS «/< r.<itj, *J0 .I'.. , \''*\'j. 
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pair of long white stockings. And in a codicil he 
farther leaves to Angoville his best black coat, in 
order that he may wear mourning for him.^ 

His earthly troubles closed on the night of the 
sixth of May. He went to his rest among the 
paupers ; and the priests, serenely triumphant, sang 
requiems over his grave. 

Note. — Mezy sent home charges against the bishop and the 
Jesuits which seem to have existed in Charlevoix's time, but for 
which, as well as for those made by Laval, I have sought in vain. 

The substance of these mutual accusations is given thus by the 
minister Colbert, in a memorial addressed to the Marquis de Tracy, 
in lG6d : ** Les J^uites Taccusent d'avarice et de violences ; et lui 
quails voulaient entreprendre sur Tautorit^ qui lui a ^te commise 
par le Roy, en sorte que n'ayant que de leurs cn&atures dans le 
Conseil Souverain, toutes les r^olutions s'y prenaient selon leurs 
sentiments." 

The papers cited are drawn partly from the Registres du Conseil 
Super ieuTy still preserved at Quebec, and partly from the Archives 
of the Marine and Colonies. LavaPs admirer, the abb^ La Tour, 
in his eagerness to justify the bishop, says that the quarrel arose 
from a dispute about precedence between Mezy and the intendant. 
and from the ill-humor of the governor because the intendant 
shared the profits of his office. The truth is, that there was no 
intendant in Canada during the term of Mczy's government. One 
Robert had been appointed to the office, but he never came to the 
colony. The commissioner Gaudais, during the two or three months 
of his stay at Quebec, took the intendant's place at the council- 
board ; but harmony between Laval and Mezy was unbroken till 
after his departure. Other writers say that the dispute arose from 
the old question about brandy. Towards the end of the quarrel 
there was some disorder from this source, but even then the brandy 
question was subordinate to other subjects of strife. 

1 TntanufU du Sieur de 3/i6y. This will, as well aa the letter, is en- 
grossed in the registers of the council. 
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16G2-1680. 
LAVAL AND THE SEMINARY. 
li*T»i't Vi«iT TO CociT. — Tub Skmittart. — Zeal of the Bishop.— 

lilt KtLOOIATS. ^CUURCH AND StaTK. — ATTITUDE OF LaVAL. 

That memorable journey of Laval to court, 
vlii<*h raused the dissolution of the Company of 
NVw Fninoe, the estahlishuient of the Supreme 
(.oiimMl. ilie recall of Avaujrour, and the appoint- 
ment (if M«'zy, had yet other objects and other 
r^uhs. LivaL vicar ajmstolic and titular bishop 
*»f IN'inva, wished to become in title, as in fact, 
''>lio|» of Quebec. Thus he would gain an in- 
iTiMH* of dij^nitv and authoritv, necessiirv, as he 
'lj'ni;:ln, in iiis conflicts with the civil power; " for," 
Ji'Hmte to the canlinals of the Propiganda, " I 
lu\t. irarncd fi-om long experience how little secu- 
^•^v ijj y fhanicter of viciir apostolic gives me against 
tli«»M. rhiir^tMl with ]K)liticul affairs: I mean the 
"Jlj.ir> of the Cn)wn, jHTpetual rivals and con- 
'« niin»rs of tlie authority of the church.*' * 



' Kir a I'ini; extract fn>m thin letter, copie<l from the ori^inftl in the 
^^ ■*•« iif ihv i*ropagaiiJa at lloiiie, aee ir'ailloD, Cuiontt Fianqaiae, 
ill kl 
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This reason was for the Pope and the cardinals. 
It may well be believed that he held a different 
language to the king. To him he urged that the 
bishopric was needed to enforce order, suppress 
sin, and crush heresy. Both Louis XIV. and the 
queen mother favored his wishes ; ^ but difficulties 
arose and interminable disputes ensued on the 
question, whether the proposed bishopric should 
depend immediately on the Pope or on the Arch- 
bishop of Rouen. It was a revival of the old quar- 
rel of GalUcan and ultramontane. Laval, weary of 
hope deferred, at length declared that he would 
leave the colony if he could not be its bishop in 
title ; and in 1674, after eleven years of delay, the 
king yielded to the Pope's demands, and the vicar 
apostolic became first bishop of Quebec. 

If Laval had to wait for his mitre, he found no 
delay and no difficulty in attaining another object 
no less dear to him. He wished to provide priests 
for Canada, drawn from the Canadian population, 
fed with sound and wholesome doctrine, reared 
under his eye, and moulded by his hand. To this 
end he proposed to establish a seminary at Quebec. 
The plan found favor with the pious king, and a 
decree signed by his hand sanctioned and confirmed 
it. The new seminary was to be a corporation of 
priests under a superior chosen by the bishop; 
and, besides its functions of instruction, it was vested 
with distinct and extraordinary powers. Laval, 



» Anne cTAutriche h Laval, 23 Avrii, 1662; Louia XIV, au Pape, 28 
Jan., 1664; £A)ui* XIV, au Due de Cr6fiy, Ambassadeur a Rome, 28 
June, 1664. 
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an organizer and a disciplinarian by nature and 
training, would fain subject the priests of liis 
diocese to a control as complete as that of monks 
in a convent. In France, the cure or parish priest 
was, with rare exceptions, a fixture in his iwrish, 
whence he could be removed only for grave reasons, 
and through prescribed forms of procedure. Hence 
he was to a certain degree independent of the 
bishop. Laval, on the contrary, demanded that 
the Canadian cure should be removable at his will, 
and thus placed in the position of a missionary, 
to come and jro at the order of his superior. In 
fact, the Canadian parishes were for a long time so 
widely scattered, so feeble in population, and so 
niisi»nibly poor, that, besides the disciplinary advan- 
tages of this plan, its adoption was at first almost 
a matter of necessity. It added greatly to the 
power of the church ; and, as the colony increased, 
the kin;r and the minister conceiviMl an incn^asin^' 
distrust of it. Instructions for tlie *' fixation'' of 
the cures were repeate<lly sent to the colony, and 
tlie bishop, while pn)fi*ssing to obey, re])eatedly 
evaded them. Variou*^ lluctuations and changes 
XiMik place; but Lival hail built on strong founda- 
tion**, and at tliis dav the svstem of removable 
cur*''* prevails in most of the Canadian jKirislies. * 
Thus he formed his cler;rv into a familv with 



'Hi '• '.' '/'■/"'! »i«iMi »», I Imi. r,.*ii . Iji IHur, \ ■*• J* /ii-i . I.;\. VI ; 

i'.);ti-t an* {•riiite'l iti iUv Cana'iiiin .IV< .', tioiii tiri^Mtali* in tl.c arvtiivet 
ol tit* trmmarv. 
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himself at its head. His seminary, the mother who 
had reared them, was further charged to maintain 
them, nurse them in sickness, and support them in 
old age. Under her maternal roof the tired priest 
found repose among his brethren ; and thither 
every year he repaired from the charge of his 
flock in the wilderness, to freshen his devotion 
and animate his zeal by a season of meditation 
and prayer. 

The difficult task remained to provide the neces- 
sary funds. Laval imposed a tithe of one-thirteenth 
on all products of the soil, or, as afterwards settled, 
on grains alone. This tithe was paid to the sem- 
inary, and by the seminary to the priests. The 
people, unused to such a bm-den, clamored and 
resisted ; and M^zy, in his disputes with the bishop, 
had taken advantage of their discontent. It be- 
came necessary to reduce the tithe to a twenty- 
sixth, which, as there was little or no money among 
the inhabitants, was paid in kind. Nevertheless, 
the scattered and impoverished settlers grudged 
even this contribution to the support of a priest 
whom many of them rarely saw ; and the collectioi'^ 
of it became a matter of the greatest difficulty and 
imcertainty. How the king came to the rescue^ 
we shall hereafter see. 

Besides the great seminary where young met^ 
were trained for the priesthood, there was th^ 
lesser seminary where boys were educated in th^ 
hope that they would one day take orders. Thi^ 
school began in 1668, with eight French and 
six Indian pupils, in the old house of Madan^^ 
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Coiillanl : but so far as the Indians were concerned 
it was a failure. ^Sooner or later they all nin wild 
in the woods, carrying with them as fruits of their 
rtuilies u .•sufficiency of prayers, offices, and chants 
lonnuMl by rote, along with a feeble smattering of 
Luin and rhetoric, which they soon dropped by 
the wav. There was also a sort of farm-school 
itiiulu-d to the seminary, for the training of a 
huniMer class of pupils. It w^as established at the 
pnriJi of St. Joachim, below Quebec, where the 
children of artisans and peasants were taught farm- 
in;; and various mechanical arts, and thoroughly 
gn)un<1e<l in the doctrine and discipline of the 
church.' The Great and Lesser Seminary still sub- 
M, and form one of the most important Roman 
Caihulic institutions on this continent. To them 
bwriTently been added the Laval University, rest- 
in;! on tlie same foundation, and supported by the 
fcnie funtls. 

Whi'uce were these funds derived ? I-<aval, in 
onK^r to imitate the poverty of the apostles, had 
diwMiMl himself of his property before he came to 
Cmuia : otherwise there is little doubt that in the 
i\ihw^< {){ his zeal he would have devoted it to his 
f;»vnrit«* object. But if he had no property he 
^^*\ iiillui-nce, and his familv had both inlluence 
*n<i Wealth. He ac<iuired vast grants of land in 
^ Inr-t jKirts of Canada. Some of these he sold 
<>f ixchan;j^<Ml ; others he retained till the year 

* il««(i.'#s i/m I'flit S/minnirf ft* Qnt-hr, tee AbfUUf Vol. I. ; A'oltr* //i#- 
^^ •«' /# I** fit S^iiifM'iiif f/r Qiitfmr. /''!</., Vol. 11. ; \iilict IlintnriifUf »Hr 
^ /'«•»••# i/« St Jt^kim, if'ul., Vol. I. The AtfitU i« a juumal pub- 
^M4 U Wye wiem\ntLty, 
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1680, when he gave them, with nearly all else that 
he then possessed, to his seminary at Quebec. The 
lands with which he thus endowed it included the 
seigniories of the Petite Nation, the island of Jesus, 
and Beaupr^. The last is of great extent, and at 
the present day of immense value. Beginning a 
few miles below Quebec, it borders the St. Law- 
rence for a distance of sixteen leagues, and is six 
leagues in depth, measured from the river. From 
these sources the seminary still draws an abundant 
revenue, though its seigniorial rights were com- 
muted on the recent extinction of the feudal tenure 
in Canada. 

Well did Laval deserve that his name should 
live in that of the university which a century and 
a half after his death owed its existence to his 
bounty. This father of the Canadian church, who 
has left so deep an impress on one of the comma-* 
nities which form the vast population of Nortt»- 
America, belonged to a type of character to whict^- 
an even justice is rarely done. With the except 
tion of the Canadian Gameau, a liberal Catholic? ^ 
those who have treated of him, have seen hiir^ 
through a medium intensely Romanist, coloring' ^ 
hiding, and exaggerating by turns both his actiont:^ 
and the traits of his character. Tried by thc^ 
Romanist standard, his merits were great ; thougfc' 
the extraordinary influence which he exercised ir^ 
the affairs of the colony were, as already observed ^ 
by no means due to his spiritual graces alone. To 
a saint sprung from the haute noblesse^ Earth anc3 
Heaven were alike propitious. When the vicar-" 
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pineral Colombifere pronounced his funeral eulogy 
in the sounding periods of Bossuet, he did not fail 
to exhibit him on the ancestral pedestal inhere his 
virtues would shine with redoubled lustre. ^^ The 
exploits of the heroes of the House of Montmo- 
lency," exclaims the reverend orator, " form one 
of the fairest chapters in the annals of Old France ; 
the heroic acts of charity^ humility, and faith, 
•chieved by a Montmorency, form one of the fairest 
in the annals of New France. The combats, victo- 
ries, and conquests of the Montmorency in Europe 
would fill whole volumes ; and so, too, would the 
triumphs won by a Montmorency, in America, over 
■iiu passion, and the devil." Then he crowns the 
lugh-bom prelate with a halo of fourfold saintship. 
^ It was with good reason that Providence permitted 
lum to be called Francis : for the virtues of all the 
nint^ of that name were combined in him ; the zeal 
of Saint Francis Xavier, the charity of Saint Fnin- 
ci* of Sales, the poverty of Saint Francis of Assisvsi, 
Ae solf-mortification of Saint Francis Borgia ; but 
poverty was the mistress of his Iicart, and he loved 
t^T with incontrollable transports." 

The stories which Coloinbiere proceeds to toll of 
l^vjil's a.<ceticism are confirmed bv other evidence, 
•nd are, no doubt, true. Nor is there any reason- 
•McfJoubt that, had the bisho[) stoo<l in the place of 
Bivbouf or Charles Laleinant, he would have suf- 
'wmI torture and death like them. But it was his 
lot to strive, not ag:iinst infidel savages, but against 
<X)untrymen and Catholics, who ha<l no disposition 
^i bum him, and wouM rather have done him 
reverence than wrong. 



166 LAVAL AND THE SEMINARY. [1062-80. 

To comprehend his actions and motives, it is 
necessary to know his ideas in regard to the rela- 
tions of church and state. They were those of 
the extreme ultramontanes, which a recent Jesuit 
preacher has expressed with tolerable distinctness. 
In a sermon uttered in the Church of Notre Dame, 
at Montreal, on the first of November, 1872, he 
thus announced them. " The supremacy and in- 
fallibility of the Pope ; the independence and liberty 
of the church; the subordination and submission 
of the state to the church; in case of conflict 
between them, the church to decide, the state to 
submit: for whoever follows and defends these 
principles, life and a blessing ; for whoever rejects 
and combats them, death and a curse." ^ 

These were the principles which Laval and the 
Jesuits strove to make good. Christ was to rule 
in Canada through his deputy the bishop, and Grod's 
law was to triumph over the laws of man. As in 
the halcyon days of Champlain and Montmagny, 
the governor was to be the right hand of the 
church, to wield the earthly sword at her bidding, 
and the council was to be the agent of her high 
behests. 

France was drifting toward the triumph of the 
parti devoty the sinister reign of petticoat and cas- 
sock, the era of Maintenon and TelUer, and the 



1 This sermon was preaclied by Father Braun, S J., on occasion of the 
" Golden Wedding," or fiftieth anniversary, of Bishop Boarget of Mon- 
treal. A large body of the Canadian clergy were present, some of whom 
thought his expressions too emphatic. A translation by another Jesuit 
is published in the "Montreal Weekly Herald" of Nov. 2, 1872; and 
the above extract is copied verbatim. 
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fatal atrocities of the dragonnades. Yet the advanc- 
ing tide of priestly domination did not flow smoothly. 
The unparalleled pres^tige which surrounded the 
throne of the young king, joined to his quarrels 
with the Pope and divisions in the church itself, dis- 
turbed, tliough they could not check its progress. 
In Canada it was otherwise. The colony had been 
riileil by priests from the beginning, and it only 
remainetl to continue in hor future the law of her 
past. She was the fold of Christ ; the wolf of civil 
^'ovemment was among the tlock, and Tjiival and 
the Jesuits, watchful shepherds, were doing their 
l>est to chain and muzzle him. 

Accortling to Argenson, Tjaval had said, "A 
Ki'^luip can do wliat he likes;" and his action an- 
-wcretl reasonably well to his words. He thou;j:ht 
himself above human law. In vindicating the 
:i--iimed riglitsof the church, he invaded the riglits 
i>f others, an<l used means from which a heahhy 
roiHeience would have slu'unk. All liis thoughts 
and sympatliies had run from childhood in ecclesi- 
a--tir;il channels, and he cared for nothing outside 
the churrh. Praver, meditation, and asceticism had 
ItMvened and moulded him. I)urin<^ four vears he 
li;i'l hei'U stt'ept'd in the mysticism of the Ilermi- 
T.tL''*. which had for its aim the annihilation of self, 
aFi'l throiij^h self-aimihilation the al)st)r[)tion into 
<itMl.' IK- had pasM'd from a life of visions to a life 
• •:' .iction. Karnc^t to fanati<'ism, ho saw hut one 
Lariat ohJ4»ct. the prlorv of (Jod on earth. Ho was 
iH-nciiated by the poisonous easui>try of the .lesuils, 

^ Se« the iiiaxiin» uf UiTiiilTen, |iuUi»ltv«l b^' La Tour. 
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based on the assumption that all means are per- 
mitted when the end is the service of God ; and as 
Laval, in his own opinion, was always doing the 
service of God, while his opponents were always 
doing that of the devil, he enjoyed, in the use of 
means, a latitude of which we have seen him avail 
himself. 



n. 
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CHAPTER X. 

1661-1665. 
ROTAL INTERVSNTION. 

FOXTAIVKBLBAU. — LoUIt XIV. — COLBIRT. — TrS COMPAIfT OV 

THE Wmt. — Etil Omens. — Actiojc of th« Kiko. — Tract, 
Okbcilui, ahd Talon. — Tub Rboiment op Carioman-Sal- 
itiiiLs. — Tract at Qcbbec. ^ Miraclkb. — A Uolt War. 

Leave Canada behind ; cross the sea, and stand, 
on an evenmg in June, by the edge of the forest of 
Funtainebleau. Beyond the broad gardens, above 
the long ranges of moonlit trees, rise the walls 
and pinnacles of the vast chateau ; a shrine of his- 
tory, the gorgeous monument of lines of vanished 
kings, haunted with memories of Capet, Valois, and 
Bourbon. 

There was little thought of the past at Fon- 
tiinebleau in June, IGGl. The present was too 
da/zling and too intoxicating; the future, too 
ratliant with hope and promise. It was the moni- 
in«r of a new reign; the sun of Louis XIV. was 
T\Ai\fi in .•splendor, and the rank and beauty of 
Fniufc w<»re gatluTcd to pay it homage. A youth- 
ful court, a youthful king ; a pomp and maguili- 
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cence such as Europe had never seen ; a delirium 
of ambition, pleasure, and love, — wrought in many 
a young heart an enchantment destined to be 
cruelly broken. Even old courtiers felt the fasci- 
nation of the scene, and tell us of the music at 
evening by the borders of the lake; of the gay 
groups that strolled under the shadowing trees, 
floated in gilded barges on the still water, or 
moved slowly in open carriages around its borders. 
Here was Anne of Austria, the king's mother, and 
Marie Th^rfese, his tender and jealous queen ; his 
brother, the Duke of Orleans, with his bride of 
sixteen, Henriette of England j and his favorite, 
that vicious butterfly of the court, the Count de 
Guiche. Here, too, were the humbled chiefs of the 
civil war, Beaufort and Conde, obsequious before 
their triumphant master. Louis XIV., the centre 
of all eyes, in the flush of health and vigor, and 
the pride of new-fledged royalty, stood, as he still 
stands on the canvas of Philippe de Champagne, 
attired in a splendor which would have been ef- 
feminate but for the stately port of the youth who 
wore it.^ 

Fortune had been strangely bountiful to him. 
The nations of Europe, exhausted by wars and dis- 
sensions, looked upon him with respect and fear. 
Among weak and weary neighbors, he alone was 
strong. The death of Mazarin had released him 
from tutelage ; feudalism in the person of Conde 

1 On the Tisit of the court at Fontainebleau in the summer of 1661, 
see Mimoires de Madame de MottevWef M€moires de Madame de La Fayette, 
M€moir€8 de VAbb€ de ChoUy, and Walckenaer, M^moires sur Madame d% 
Sevign€, 
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vnB abject before him ; he had reduced his parlia- 
ments to submission ; and, in the arrest of the 
ambitious prodigal Fouquet, he was preparing a 
cni^liing blow to the financial corruption which 
had devoured France. 

Nature had fonned him to act the part of king. 
Even his critics and enemies praise the grace and 
majesty of his presence, and he impressed his 
courtiers witli an admiration which seems to have 
been to an astonishing degree genuine. lie car- 
ried airs of royalty even into his pleasures ; and, 
while his ex;implo corrupted all France, he pro- 
ceeded to the apartments of Montespan or Fon- 
tangos with the majestic gravity of Olympian 
Jove. lie was a devout observer of the forms of 
n'li«ii<)n ; ami, as the buoyancy of youth pa.ssed 
away, his zeal was stimuhited by a profound fear 
of the devil. Maziirin had reared him in igno- 
nin<*e ; l)ut his faculties were excellent in their way, 
and. in a private station, would have made him an 
ctluient man of business. The vivacitv of his 
jKissions, and his inordinate love of pleasure, were 
joiufd to a persistent will and a rare power of 
labor. The vigorous mediocTity of his uutlerstand- 
h\\s drli^rhted in grai)pling with details. Ilis as- 
toiii<.|n.Ml court itMN siiw him take ou hims«*If the 
liiinbMi of administnition, and work at it without 
rfh'Utin;: for more than half a centurv. (Ireat as 
was hi** rnrr^y, his jiride was far ,Lrre:itt»r. As 
kiiiL' bv iliviin* riirht, he f«»lt hiinsrlf raist'd im- 
inra-uraKly abtivt* the hi^ht'st of hi'^ subjects; 
but, while vindicating with unparalleled haughti- 
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ness his claims to supreme authority, he was, at 
the outset, filled with a sense of the duties of his 
high place, and fired by an ambition to make his 
reign beneficent to France as well as glorious to 
himself. 

Above all rulers of modem times, he was the 
embodiment of the monarchical idea. The famous 
words ascribed to him, "I am the state," were 
probably never uttered; but they perfectly ex- 
press his spirit. " It is God's will," he wrote in 
1666, " that whoever is bom a subject should not 
reason, but obey ; " ^ and those aroimd him were of 
his mind. " The state is in the king," said Bos- 
suet, the great mouthpiece of monarchy; "the 
will of the people is merged in his will. Oh 
kings, put forth your power boldly, for it is divine 
and salutary to human kind." * 

For a few brief years, his reign was indeed salu- 
tary to France. His judgment of men, when not 
obscured by his pride and his passion for flattery, 
was good ; and he had at his service the generals 
and statesmen formed in the freer and bolder epoch 
that had ended with his accession. Among them 
was Jean Baptiste Colbert, formerly the intendant 
of Mazarin's household, a man whose energies^ 
matched his talents, and who had preserved hiE*- 
rectitude in the midst of corruption. It was i^ 
hard task that Colbert imposed on his proud and. 
violent nature to serve the imperious king, mor^ 
bidly jealous of his authority, and resolved to 

I (Euvres de Louis XIV,, II. 288. 

S BoMuet, Politique tir6B de I'Ecriture BuinU, 870 (1848). 
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accept no initiative but his own. He must counsel 
-while seeming to receive counsel, and lead while 
seeniing to follow. Tlie new minister bent him- 
f^^If to the task, and tlie nation reaped the profit. 
A vast svstem of reform was set in action amid the 
outcries of nobles, financiers, churchmen, and all 
who profited by abuses. The methods of this 
reform were trenchant and sometimes violent, and 
\\» principles were not always in accord with those 
of modem economic science ; but the good that re- 
?ulte<l was incalculable. The burdens of the labor- 
inu' chissos wore li{rhtened, the public revenues 
intToased, and the wholesale plunder of the public 
monev arrested with a stronf^ hand. Laws were 
ri*f<»nuod and codified ; feudal tyninny, which still 
subsisted in many quarters, was repressed ; agri- 
fulture and pro<luotivo industry of all kinds were 
mrourajred, roads and canals opened, trade stimu- 
liitrd. a commercial marine created, and a powerful 
n.ivv formed as if bv ma<rio.' 

It is in his commeriMal, industrial, and colonial 
poliry that the profound defects of the great min- 
ister's system are most apparent. It was a system 
of autliority, monopoly, and exclusion, in which 
the *r<>vt'rnnu'nt, and not the individual, acted 
always ilio foremost part. Upright, incorruptible, 
ap]t»nt for the puMic good, inflexible, arrogant, 
ami chimineoring, he sought to drive France into 
IKitlis of prosperity, and create colonies by the 

I On ri.niert. wo rii-mont. llittnir^ d^ C'^^^ri. n.fment. Lrttrtt H 
J//".-.ifft ,U t'iJ'^it: Clionii'l, Aflmmiftration wtniirchiifut tn Fmnct, IL 
duip VI. Hvnri Martin, liUivirt de France ^ XIII., vtc. 
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energy of an imperial will. He feared, and with 
reason, that the want of enterprise and capital 
among the merchants would prevent the broad 
and immediate results at which he aimed ; and, to 
secure these results, he established a series of great 
trading corporations, in which the principles of 
privilege and exclusion were pushed to their utmost 
limits. Prominent among them was the Company 
of the West. The king signed the edict creating 
it on the 24th of May, 1664. Any person in the 
kingdom or out of it might become a partner by 
subscribing, within a certain time, not less than 
three thousand francs. France was a mere patch 
on the map, compared to the vast domains of the 
new association. Western Africa from Cape Verd 
to the Cape of Good Hope, South America be- 
tween the Amazon and the Orinoco, Cayenne, the 
Antilles, and all New France, from Hudson's Bay 
to Virginia and Florida were bestowed on it for 
ever, to be held of the Crown on the simple condi- 
tion of faith and homage. As, according to the 
edict, the glory of God was the chief object in 
view, the company was required to supply its pos- 
sessions with a sufficient number of priests, and 
diligently to exclude all teachers of false doctrine. 
It was empowered to build forts and war-ships, 
cast cannon, wage war, make peace, establish 
courts, appoint judges, and otherwise to act as 
sovereign within its own domains. A monopoly 
of trade was granted it for forty years.^ Sugsir 
from the Antilles, and furs from Canada, were the 

1 EdU eTEtabiissement de la Compagnie de$ Indes Occidentakt, 
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chief source of expected profit ; and Africa was to 
supply the slaves to raise the sugar. Scarcely 
vui the grand machine set in motion, when its 
directors betrayed a narrowness and blindness of 
policy which boded the enterprise no good. Can- 
aik was a chief sufferer. Once more, bound hand 
and foot, she was handed over to a selfish league 
of merchants; monopoly in trade, monopoly in 
religion, monopoly in government. Nobody but 
tlie company had a right to bring her the necessa- 
ries of life ; and nobody but the company had a 
right to exercise the traffic which alone could give 
her the means of paying for these necessaries. 
Morfover, the supplies which it brought were in- 
sufru'iful, and the prices which it demanded were 
exorbitant. It was throttling it.s wretched victim. 
Th».* Canadian merchants remonstrated.' It was 
clivir that, if the colony was to live, the svstem 
must be changed ; and a change was accordingly 
onlorrd. The company gave up its monopoly of 
tla* fur trade, but reserved the ri^^ht to lew a 
(liitv of one-fourth of the beaver-skins, and one- 
tent]', of iho moose-skins: and it also reserved the 
t-nrin» trade of Tadoussju* ; that is to siiv, the trade 
of ;ill the tribes between the lower St. Liwrenee and 
lliids<iirs Ilav. It retained l^esides the exclusive 
ri;:ht tif transporting furs in its own ships, thus 
f'i»iitn»lling the conuneree of Canada, and discour- 
ii;rin>r. or rather extiniruishing, the enterprise of 
Canadian merchants. On its part, it was re(|uired 

* l^ttrr dn Const il Suurtrain a C'n'Mtt, 10'»8. 
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to pay governors, judges, and all the colonial oflB- 
cials out of the duties which it levied.^ 

Yet the king had the prosperity of Canada at 
heart ; and he proceeded to show his interest in 
her after a manner hardly consistent with his late 
action in handing her over to a mercenary guardian. 
In fact, he acted as if she had still remained under 
his paternal care. He had just conferred the right 
of naming a governor and intendant upon the new 
company ; but he now assumed it himself, the com- 
pany, with a just sense of its own unfitness, readily 
consenting to this suspension of one of its most im- 
portant privileges. Daniel de R6my, Sieur de Cour- 
celle, was appointed governor, and Jean Baptiste 
Talon intendant.* The nature of this duplicate 
government will appear hereafter. But, before 
appointing rulers for Canada, the king had ap- 
pointed a representative of the Crown for all his 
American domains. The Mar^chal d'Estrades had 
for some time held the title of viceroy for Amer- 
ica ; and, as he could not fulfil the duties of that 
office, being at the time ambassador in HoUand, 
the Marquis de Tracy was sent in his place, with 
the title of lieutenant-general.^ 

1 Arret du Conseil du Roy qui nccorde a la Compagnxe le quart dei castors^ 
U dixikme df» orignaux et la traite de Tadoussac : Instruction a Monseignewr de 
Tracy et a Messieurs le Gouvemeur et l' Intendant. 

This company prospereil as little as the rest of Colbert's trading 
companies. Within ten years it lost 8,528,000 liyres, besides blighting 
the colonies placed under its control. Recherches sur les Finances, cited by 
Clement, Uistoire de Colbert. 

' Commission de Lieutenant GAi&al en Canada^ etc., pour M. de CoitreeUe, 

Mars, 16t>5 ; Commissitm d* Intendant de la Justice, Police, et Finances en 

tada, etc., pour M. Talon, 28 Mars, 1666. 

^ Commission de Lieutenant Gin&al de VAm&ique M&idioncde et Sep- 

fkmak pour Af . ProualU de Tracy, 19 Nov., 1668. 
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Canada at this time was an object of very con- 
Biderable attention at court, and especially in what 
was known as the parti devot. The lielations of 
the Jesuits, appealing equally to the spirit of re- 
ligion and the spirit of romantic adventure, had, for 
more than a quarter of a century, been the favor- 
ite reading of the devout, and the visit of Laval at 
court had greatly stimulated the interest they had 
kindled. The letters of Argenson, and especially 
of Avaugour, had shown the vast political possi- 
biHties of the young colony, and opened a vista of 
fill are jrlories alike for chuivh and for king. 

»So, when Tnicv set sail he found no lack of 
followers. A throng of young nobles embarked with 
liiuK eager to explore the marvels and mysteries of 
the western world. The king gave him two hundred 
wldiers of the I'cgiment of Carignan-Saliercs, and 
promi;!ied that a thousiind more should follow. 
After spon<ling more than a year in the West In- 
dies, where, iw Mother Marv of the Incarnation 
expresses it, '* he perfonned marvels and reduced 
I'verylxxly to obedience," he at length siiiled up 
the St. Liwrence, and, on the thirtieth of June, 
lilt'».'i. aui'liored in the basin of Quebec. The bro;ul, 
white siandanl, blazoned with the arms of France, 
pnM'laiined the representative of royalty ; and Point 
Ix-vi and Cape Diamond and the distant Cape 
Tounnente nwred back the sound of the siduting 
cannon. All Quebec was on the nun])arts or at the 
laiiiling-place, and all eyes were straini'd at the 
two ves>els as they slowly em|)tied th**ir crowded 
decks into the boats alongside. The boats at length 

12 
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drew near, and the lieutenant-general and Lis suite 
landed on the quay with a pomp such as Quebec 
had never seen before. 

Tracy was a veteran of sixty-two, portly and 
tall, " one of the largest men I ever saw," writes 
Mother Mary ; but he was sallow with disease, for 
fever had seized him, and it had fared ill with liim 
on the long voyage. The Chevalier de Chaumont 
walked at his side, and young nobles surrounded 
him, gorgeous in lace and ribbons and majestic iiL 
leonine wigs. Twenty-four guards in the king's 
livery led the way, followed by four pages and siac: 
valets ; ' and thus, while the Frenchmen shouted and. 
the Indians stared, the august procession threadeA^ 
the streets of the Lower Town, and climbed thi 
steep pathway that scaled the cliffs above. Breath- 
ing hard, they reached the top, passed on the lef' 
the dihipidated walls of the fort and the shed o 
mingled wood and masonry wliich then bore th< 
name of the Castle of St. Louis ; ptissed on th« 
right the old liouse of Couillard and the site 

Laval's new seminary, and soon reached the squar e 

betwixt the Jesuit college and the cathedral. Th -© 

bells were ringing in a phrensy of welcome. Lavr '"J 
in pontificals, surrounded by priests and Jesuit^^s? 
stood waiting to receive the deputy of the kin{r_-; 
and, as he greeted Tmcy and offered him the hoL y 
w^ater, he looked with anxious curiosity to 
what manner of man he >vas. The signs were 
picious. The deportment of the lieutenantrgenei 

> Jucherenu eays that this was his constant attendance when he w 
abroad. 
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left nothing to desire. Aprie-dieu had been placed 
for him. He declined it. They offered liim a cush- 
ion, but he would not have it ; and, fevered as 
he was, he knelt on the bare pavement with a 
devotion that edified every beholder. 7e Deum 
wiu< sung, and a day of rejoicing followed. 

There was good cause. Canada, it was plain, 
was not to be wholly abandoned to a tniding com- 
p:iny. Louis XIV. was resolved that a new France 
should be added to the old. Soldiers, settlers, horses, 
sheep, cattle, young women for wives, were all sent 
out in abundance by his patenial benignity. Before 
the season was over, about two thousand persons 
had landed at Quebec at the royal charge. "At 
liMigtli/' writes Mother Juchereau, '' our joy was 
completed by the arrival of two vessels with Mon- 
^'i^•ur de Couix'elle, our governor ; Monsieur Talon, 
our intendant, and the last companies of the 
n»priment of Carignan." More state and splendor 
niorf young nobles, more guanls and valets: for 
Coureelle, too, sjivs the Siime chronicler, '- had a 
yiiilKM-b train ; and Monsieur Talon, who natundly 
lo\t*'* glory, forgot nothing which could do honor 
III the king.*' Thus a sunbeam from the court fell 
for a moment on the rock of Quel)ec. Yet all was 
nut sunshine; for the voyage had been a tedious 
one. and tlis(*ase had broken out in the shii)s. That 
uhich l>ore Talon ha<l been a hundred antl seven- 
teen davs at sea,* and othei's were hanll v more fortu- 
luite. The hos|)ital was crowded with the sick; so, 
loo, were the chuivh and the neighlnM-ing liouses ; 

' Tulon au minittre, 4 Oct., 1005. 
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and the nuns were so spent with their labors that 
seven of them were brought to the point of death. 
The priests were busied in converting the Hugue- 
nots, a number of whom were detected among the 
soldiers and emigrants. One of them proved re- 
fractory, declaring with oaths that he would never 
renounce his faith. Falling dangerously ill, he 
was carried to the hospital, where Mother Cath- 
erine de Saint-Augustin bethought her of a plan 
of conversion. She ground to powder a small 
piece of a bone of Father Brebeuf, the Jesuit maj> 
tyr, and secretly mixed the sacred dust with the 
patient's gruel; whereupon, says Mother Juche- 
reau, " this intractable man forthwith became gentle 
as an angel, begged to be instructed, embraced the 
faith, and abjured his errors publicly with an ad- 
mirable fervor." * 

Two or three years before, the church of Quebec 
had received as a gift from the Pope, the bodies 
or bones of two saints ; Saint Flavian and Saint 
Felicity. They were enclosed in four large coffers 
or reliquaries, and a grand procession was now 
ordered in their honor. Tracy, Courcelle, Talon, 
and the agent of the company, bore the canopy of 
the Host. Then came the four coffers on four 
decorated litters, carried by the principal ecclesi- 
astics. Laval followed in pontificals. Forty-seven 
priests, and a long file of officers, nobles, soldiers, 
and inhabitants, followed the precious relics amid 
the sound of music and the roar of cannon.^ 

1 Le Mercier tells the same story in the Relation of 1666. 
3 Compare Marie de rincarnation, /Mtre, 16 Oct,, 1666, with L« Tour, 
VU de Laval f chap. x. 
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It is a ravishing thing," says Mother Mary, 
to see how marvellously exact is Monsieur de 
Tracy, at all tliesc holy ceremonies, where he is 
always the first to come, for he would not lose a 
single moment of them. He has been seen in 
church for six hours together, without once going 
out.'* But while the lieutenant-general thus edified 
the colony, he betrayed no lack of qualities equally 
needful in his position. In Canada, as in the West 
Indies, he showed both vigor and conduct. First 
of all, he had been ordered to subdue or destroy 
the Iroquois, and the regiment of Carignan-Sali- 
^rcs was the weapon placed in his hands for this 
end. Four companies of this coi'ps had arrived 
early in the setuson, four more came with Tracy, 
more yet with Saliiires, their colonel, and now the 
number was complete. As with slouched hat and 
plume, bandoleer, and shouldered firelock, these 
bronzed veterans of the Turkish wars marched at 
the tap of drum through the narrow street, or 
mounted the rugged way that led up to the fort, 
the inhabitants gazed with a sense of profound 
relief. Tame Indians from the nei<^hborinu mis- 
eions, wild Indians from the woods, stared in silent 
wonder at their new defenders. Their numbers, 
tlieir discipline, their uniform, and their martial 
bearing, filled the savage beholders with achnira- 
tion. 

Carignan-Salieres was the first rcfrinient of rejru- 
lar troops ever sent to Ani(»ri(\i hy tho Kmieh 
jrovemment. It was raised in Savov hy the Prince 
of Carignan in 1C44, but waa soon employed in the 
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service of France ; where, in 1652, it took a con- 
spicuous part, on the side of the king, in the battle 
with Conde and the Fronde at the Porte St 
Antoine. After the peace of the Pyrenees, the 
Prince of Carignan, unable to support the regiment, 
gave it to the king, and it was, for the first time, 
incorporated into the French armies. In 1664, it 
distinguished itself, as part of the allied force of 
France, in the Austrian war against the Turks. 
In the next year it was ordered to America, along 
with the fragment of a regiment formed of Ger- 
mans, the whole being placed under the command 
of Colonel de Salieres. Hence its double name.* 

Fifteen heretics were discovered in its ranks, 
and quickly converted.^ Then the new crusade 
was preached ; the crusade against the Iroquois, 
enemies of God and tools of the devil. The sol- 
diers and the people were filled with a "zeal half 
warlike and half religious. " They are made to 
imderstand/' writes Mother Mary, " that this is a 
holy war, all for the glory of God and the salva- 
tion of souls. The fathers are doing wonders in 
inspiring them with true sentiments of piety and 

* For a long notice of the regiment of Carignan-Sali^res (Lorraine), 
gee Susane, Anrlnwe Infanterie Franf;ai»e V. 236. The portion of it which 
returned to France from Canada formed a nucleus for the reconstruction 
of the regiment, wiiicli, under the name of the regiment of Lorraine, 
did not rea^ie to exist as a separate organization till 1794. When it came 
to Canada it consisted, says Susane, of about a thousand men. besidef 
ahout two liundrcd of the other regiment incorporated with it. Compare 
M(^iuoiir (In lioii ftonr strn'r d'instnirh'on au Sieur Talon, which oorrespondl 
verv noarlv with Susane's statement. 

- Hcsiilo these, there was Bertliier, a captain, " Voilk '* writes Talon t 
tlie king. '* le l^Wne converti ; ain.si votre Mnjestd moissonne dc^jk k plei 
mains di> la gloire |>our Dieu, et pour elle bien de la renommde dans tout 
letendue de la Chretiente." Ltttrt du 7 Oct., 1665. 
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(lovotion. Fiilly five hundred soldiers have taken 
the sicapulary of the Holy Virgin. It is we {tfie 
L'ti^ulines)^ who make them ; it is a real pleasure 
to do such work ; " and she proceeds to relate a 
" beau miracle^' bv which God made known his 
satisfaction at the fervor of his military servants. 

The secular motives for the war were in them- 
st'lvcs strong enough ; for the growth of the 
iH»lonv ahsolutelv demanded the cessation of Iro- 
t|uois raids, and the French had begun to learn 
ilie lesson that, in the case of hostile Indians, no 
giK>il can come of attempts to conciliate, unless 
n*>pect is first imposed by a sullicienl castigalion. 
It is true that the writers of the time i)aint Iro({Uois 
hostilities in their worst colors. In the innumer- 
able letters which Mother Marv of the Incarnation 
M*nt h«»me every autumn, by the returning ships, 
"lie >|iared no means to gain the symi)athy and aid 
III the devout ; and, with similar motives, the 
Ji-uits in their printed Juldfiffus. t«H)k care to 
extenuate nothing of the miseries whieli the })ious 
etiluiiy emlured. Avaugour, too, in urging the 
^•ndiuir out of a stron*' force to fortifv and hoM 
the ci»untrv, had advised that, in order to furnish 
a i»retext and disarm the jealousy of the Knglish 
anil I)ut<*Ii, exaggerated accounts sIkkiM be given 
i»f ilaiiger fnnn the side of the savage i-onledrrates. 
Yrt. with everv allowanct», these danirers and suiVer- 
\\\::< w<»re sullicientlv L^reat. 

Tli«» three U|)iM»r nation^ of tlic Ii'o<|ip>i< \vt»re 
rnniparatively j)aci!ic ; but the two Inwrr n;i!inn<, 
the Muhawks and Oneidas. were persi-tciitlv bos- 
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tile; making inroads into the colony by way of 
Lake Champlain and the Richelieu, murdering and 
scalping, and then vanishing like ghosts. Tracy's 
first step was to send a strong detachment to the 
Richelieu to build a picket fort below the rapids 
of Chambly, which take their name from that of 
the officer in command. An officer named Sorel 
soon afterwards built a second fort on the site of 
the abandoned paUsade work built by Montmagny, 
at the mouth of the river, where the town of Sorel 
now stands ; and Saliferes, colonel of the regiment, 
added a third fort, two or three leagues above 
Chambly.^ These forts could not wholly bar the 
passage against the nimble and wily warriors who 
might pass them in the night, shouldering their 
canoes through the woods. A blow, direct and 
hard, was needed, and Tracy prepared to strike it. 
Late in the season an embassy from the three 
upper nations — the Onondagas, Cayugas, and 
Senecas — arrived at Quebec, led by Garaconti^, a 
famous chief whom the Jesuits had won over, and 
who proved ever after a staunch friend of the 
French. They brought back the brave Charles 
Le Moyne of Montreal, whom they had captiured 
some three months before, and now restored as 
a peace-offering, taking credit to themselves that 
" not even one of his nails had been torn out, nor 
any part of his body burnt." * Garaconti^ made a 



A See the map in the Relation of 1665. The accompanjing text of 
Relation it incorrect. 
'Kxiilanalion of the eleven Pretents of the Iroquois Ambaesadort, N. Y. 
i lhe»., DC. 87. 
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peace speech, i^rhich, as rendered by the Jesuits, 
was an admirable specimen of Iroquois eloquence ; 
but, while joining hands with him and his com- 
panions, the French still urged on their prepara- 
tions to chastise the contumacious Mohawks. 



CHAPTER XI. 

1666, 1667. 
THE MOHAWKS CHASTISED. 

Courcbllb's March. — His Failure and Rbturw. — Courcri.i.b 
AND THE Jesuits. — Mohawk Treachery. — Tracy's Expedi- 
tion. — Burning of the Mohawk Towns. — FRbNcii and Eng- 
lish. — Dollier de Casson at St. Akne. — Peace. — Tmi 
Jesuits and the Iroquois. 

The governor, Courcelle, says Father Le Mer- 
cier, "breathed nothing but war," and was bent 
on immediate action. He was for the present sub- 
ordinate to Tracy, who, however, forebore to cool 
his ardor, and allowed him to proceed. The result 
was an enterprise bold to rashness. Courcelle, 
with about five hundred men, prepared to march 
in the depth of a Canadian winter to the Mohawk 
towns, a distance estimated at three hundred 
leagues. Those who knew the country, vainly 
urged the risks and difficulties of the attempt. 
The adventurous governor held fast to his pur- 
pose, and only waited till the St. Lawrence should 
be well frozen. Early in January, it was a sohd 
f ; and on the ninth the march began. Officers 
len stopped at Sillery, and knelt in the 
nission chapel before the shrine of Saint 
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Michael, to n^k the protection and aid of the war- 
like archangel ; then they resumed' tlieir course, 
and, with their snow-shoes tied at their backs, 
walked with difficulty and toil over the bare and 
slip|H»ry ice. A keen wind swept the river, and 
the fierce cold gnawed them to the bone. Ears, 
noses, fingers, hands, and knees were frozen; 
some fell in torpor, and were dragged on by their 
comnides to the shivering bivouac. When, after a 
march of ninetv miles, thev ivached Three Rivers, 
a considerable number were disiibled, and had to 
be left behind ; but others joined them from the 
g:irri<on, and they set out agsiin. Ascending the 
llithrlicu, and passing the new forts at kSorel and 
ChamMv, thev reached at the end of the month 
t!n' tliinl fort, called Ste. Thcrcse. On tlie thirtieth 
tla^y left it, and continued their maivh up the 
fmzcn stream. About two hundred of tliem 
were Canadians, and of these seventv were old 
Indian-fightei's from Montreal, versed in wood- 
cnift, si'jL'-ioned to the climate, and trained among 
«ianjrers and alanns. Coui^celle quickly learned 
their value, and his '* IJlue Coats,*' as he called 
them, were always placed in the vjin.* Here, 
wnipped in their coarse blue capotes, with blank- 
♦•t."< and pn)visious strapped at their backs, they 
*in>'le along on snow-shoes, which recent storms 
had made in^lisp(»nsJlbh^ Tlie reirnlar^ followed 
ie» thev coidd. Thev wcM'e not vet the touLrh and 
••xperieneed woodsnu»n that they and their de- 
j<:en»lants afterwards became*: ami their >now- 
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shoes embarrassed them, burdened as they were 
with the heaty loads which all carried alike, from 
Courcelle to the lowest private. 

Lake Champlain lay glaring in the winter sun, 
a sheet of spotless snow ; and the wavy ridges of 
the Adirondacks bordered the dazzUng landscape 
with the cold gray of their denuded forests. The 
long procession of weary men crept slowly on 
under the lee of the shore ; and when night came 
they bivouacked by squads among the trees, dug 
away the snow with their snow-shoes, piled it in a 
bank around them, built their fire in the middle, 
and crouched about it on beds of spruce or hem- 
lock ; ^ while, as they lay close packed for mutual 
warmth, the winter sky arched them like a vault 
of burnished steel, sparkling with the cold diamond 
lustre of its myriads of stars. This arctic serenity 
of the elements was varied at times by heavy 
snow-storms ; and, before they reached their jour- 
ney's end, the earth and the ice were buried to the 
unusual depth of four feet. From Lake Cham- 
plain they passed to Lake George,^ and the frigid 
glories of its snow-wrapped mountains; thence 
crossed to the Hudson, and groped their way 
through the woods in search of the Mohawk 
towns. They soon went astray ; for thirty Algon- 
quins, whom they had taken as guides, had found 

1 One of the men, telling the story of their anfferings to Daniel Goo- 

* **^. of Massachusetts, indicated this as their mode of encamping. See 

i. Hist. Coll., first series, I. 161. 

CwrU des grands lacSf Ontario et autres . , , et des pays traversez par 

. de Dracjn et Courcelle pour aUer cUtaquer Us agniA (Mohawks), 
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the means of a grand debauch at Fort Ste. Thcrese, 
drunk tliemsolvcs into helplessness, and lingered 
iK'liind. Thus Courcelle and his men mistook the 
path, an<l, marching by way of Saratoga Lake and 
Ix>ng liiike/ found themselves, on Saturday the 
twentieth of February, close to the little Dutch 
hamlet of Corlaer or Schenectadv. Here the chief 
man in authority told them that most of the 
Muhawks and Oneidas had gone to war with an- 
other tribe. They, however, caught a few strag- 
glers, and had a smart skirmish with a party of 
warriors, losing an officer and several men. Half 
fn)zen and half starved, they encamped in the 
neighlK)ring woods, where, on Sunday, three en- 
voys appeared from All)any, to demand why they 
had inva<led the territories of his Royal Highness 
the Duke of York. It was now that thev learned 
for the first time that the New Netherlands had 
p;u<sed into Phiglish hands, a change which boded 
no good to Canada. The envoys seemed to take 
their explanations in good part, made them a 
present of wine and provisions, and allowed them 
to buy further supplies from the Dutch of Sche- 
nt'ctailv. Thev even invited them to enter the 
village, but Courcelle declined, partly because the 
pliUM* <*ould not hold them all, and partly because 
he f4'are<l that his men, once seated in a chinmey- 
corncr, could never be induced to leave it. 

Tlu»ir position was cheerless enough ; for the 
vast beds of snow around them were ."^oiiking 
slowly under a sullen rain, and there was dan^^er 

* t'aite . . . dtM /''»y« travtiMtz jtar J/.l/. tie Tnuy ft Cuurrtlir, etc. 
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that the lakes might thaw and cut off their retreat. 
" Ye Mohaukes," says the old English report of the 
affair, " were all gone to their Castles with resolu- 
tion to fight it out against the french, who, being 
refresht and supplyed w"* the aforesaid provisions, 
inade a shew of marching towards the Mohaukes 
Castles, but with faces about, and great sylence and 
dilligence, retum'd towards Cannada." " Surely," 
observes the narrator, " so bould and hardy an 
attempt hath not hapned in any age." * The end 
hardly answered to the beginning. The retreat, 
which began on Sunday night, was rather precipi- 
tate. The Mohawks hovered about their rear, and 
took a few prisoners ; but famine and cold proved 
more deadly foes, and sixty men perished before 
they reached the shelter of Fort Ste. Therfese. 
On the eighth of March, Courcelle came to the 
neighboring fort of St. Louis or Chambly. Here 
he found the Jesuit Albanel acting as chaplain ; 
and, being in great ill humor, he charged him with 
causing the failure of the expedition by detaining 
the Algonquin guides. This singular notion took 
such possession of him, that, when a few days after 
he met the Jesuit Fremin at Three Rivers, he em- 
braced him ironically, saying, at the same time, 
"My father, I am the unhickiest gentleman in 
the world ; and you, and the rest of you, are the 
cause of it." * The pious Tracy, and the prudent 

Refafion of the Govern*', of Cannada^ his March with COO Voluntein 
*mTi9orjfe$ of I/ia RoifaU IJiyhnesse the Duke of Yorke in A merica. 

Buu N. ir. I. 71. 

nai dm JAmte$, Man, 1666. 
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Tulon, tried to dlstinn his suspicions, and with such 
jiiKTes.^ that he gave up an intention he had enter- 
taiiKil u( discsmling his Jesuit confessor, and for- 
pit or forgave the imagined wrong. 

Unfortunate as this expedition wius, it produced 

a strong eilect on the Iroquois by convincing them 

that their forest homes weixi no safe asylum from 

Kri'iich attacks. In May, the Senecas sent Tin 

I'liihassy of |K'ace ; and the other nations, including 

ilie Muhawks, soon followed. Tracy, on his part, 

H'lit the Jesuit IJechefer to learn on the spot the 

real temper of the siivages, and ascertain whether 

N*ace could siifelv he made with them. The Jesuit 

wjL'* scarcely gone when news came that a party of 

«fllitvi*s hunting near tlie outlet of Lake Champlain 

liail liccn set upon by the Mohawks, and that s<.*ven 

"1 tliciu iiad been c;«ptured or killed. Among the 

'■aj>lmvtl was rjcn>K»s, a cousin of Tr»i(*y, and 

a:nuM;r the killed was a young gentleman named 

<'li;i>y. his nephew. 

Hn this the Jesuit iMivov was recalled; twenty- 
.'•» ir Iiixpiois deputies were sei/ecl and iiuprisone<l ; 
,.iv\ Son*!, ca|)tain iu the regiment of C'arignan, was 
-••:it with lliree humhvd lucu to chastise the per- 
^'!iou«• MoliMwks. If. as it sihmus, he was ex|>ected 
T'» iiilafk thfir fortilicd towus or *• castles." as the 
Kru'Ii^li rail thrm. his force was too small. This 
:. :n-. howcviT. tlnMv wa< uo liirhtinjT. At two ilavs 
liMiii \i\< journey's riul, Soii*! iiu't the lamniis rliit'f 
r.iUiMl the Flemish llastani, briiiiriu'^ liarU I,<'rn|rs 
:iii«l hi^ f«'Ilow-raptivi's. and chai'L^nl, a< he alleged, 
ti» ntVrr full siti>laetion for the luuidiT of L'hasy. 
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Sorel believed him, retraced his course, and witb 
the Bastard in his train returned to Quebec. 

Quebec was full of Iroquois deputies, all bent on 
peace or pretending to be so. On the last day of 
August, there was a grand coimcil in the garden 
of the Jesuits. Some days later, Tracy invited tb.^ 
Flemish Bastard and a Mohawk chief named Agar 
riata to his table, when allusion was made to tixc 
murder of Chasy. On this the Mohawk, stretchiim^ 
out his arm, exclaimed in a braggart tone, " Th.mB 
is the hand that split the head of that yoimg man.* *' 
The indignation of the company may be ima^nec3- 
Tmcy told his insolent guest that he should nev^r 
kill anybody else ; and he was led out and hang9^ 
in presence of the Bastard.* There was no moKT^ 
talk of peace. Tracy prepared to march in persc^ * 
against the Mohawks with all the force of Canada^ 

On the day of the Exaltation of the Cross, " fc^^ 
whose glory," says the chronicler, " this exped^ -^' 
tion is undertiiken," Tracy and CourceUe le::^^^ 
Quebec with thirteen hundred men. They crosse^^ 
Lake Champlain, and launched their boats again o "^^ 
the waters of St. Sacrament, now Lake Georg^^*' 
It was the first of the warlike pageants that hav ""^^ 
made that fair scene historic. October had begur::^^^ 
and the romantic wilds breathed the buoyant lif ^ 
of the most inspiring of American seasons, whei 



1 This story rests chiefly on the authority of Nicolas Peixot, 
(fe» Snumtfes, 118. La Potherie also tells it, with the addition of the chicf^^' 
name. Colden follows him. The Journal drs Jfyuitts mentions that th^^ 
cliief who led the murderers of Chasy arrived at Quebec on the sixth ^^^ 
September. Marie de rincarnatioii mentions the hanf^ing of mn Iroqno^ 
at Quebec, late in the autumn, for violating the peace. 
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the blue-jay ecrcams from the woods ; the wild 
chirk Hplushcs along the lake ; and the echoes of 
distant niount4iins prolong the quavering cry of 
tlie loon ; when weather-stanied i-ocks are plumed 
with the fiery crimson of the sumac, the claret hues 
of voung oaks, the amber and scarlet of the maple, 
and the sober puii)le of the ash ; or when gleams 
of sunlight, shot aslant through the rents of cool 
autumnal clouds, chase fitfully along the glowing 
!««les of painted mountains. Amid this gorgeous 
cuthanaa^ia of the dvin<j^ season, the three hundred 
'•<^ats and canoes trailed in long procession up the 
l«ke. threaded the lal)yrinth of the Narrows, tluit 
Mhan fairy-land of tufted islets and quiet waters, 
ami hmded at length where Fort William Henry 
was afterwanls built.* 

Ahout a hundred miles of forests, swamps, rivers, 
and mountains, still lay between them and the Mo- 
liawk towns. There seems to have been an Indian 
j»ath ; for this was the onlinarv route of the Mo- 
hawk and Oneida war-parties: l)ut the path was 
narn>w, broken, full of gullies antl pitfalls, crossed 
by streams, and in one place interrupted l)y a hike 
whi<'h they passed on rafts. A hundred and ten 
•'IMue Coats," of Montreal, led the wav, under 
riiarh*s Fa* Movne. Repent igny commanded tlie 
l«*vit»s from Quebec. In all there were ^ix liundrcd 
Canadians ; six hundred rejruhirs ; and a hundnMl In- 
dians from the missions, who nimriMl tin* woods in 
front, flank, and rear, like hounds on th(» srrnt. 
Re«l or white, Canadians or regulars, all wrw full 

' Carff • . . df§ pQj/t travtru: jHir MSf. de Tuicy tt t^owilU, ttr. 

13 
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of zeaJ. " It seems to them," writes Mother Mary, 
" that they are going to lay siege to Paradise, and 
win it and enter in, because they are fighting for 
religion and the faith." ' Their ardor was rudely 
tried. Officers as well as men carried loads at 
their backs, whence ensued a large blister on the 
shoulders of the Chevalier de Chaumont, in no 
way used to such burdens. Tracy, old, heavy, and 
infirm, was inopportunely seized with the gout. A 
Swiss soldier tried to carry him on his shoulders 
across a rapid stream ; but midway his strength 
failed, and he was barely able to deposit his pon- 
derous load on a rock. A Hiux)n came to hia 
aid, and bore Tracy safely to the farther bank. 
Courcelle was attacked with cramps, and had to be 
carried for a time like his commander. Provisions 
gave out, and men and officers grew faint with 
hunger. The Montreal soldiers had for chaplain a 
sturdy priest, DoUier de Casson, as large as Tracy 
and far stronger ; for the incredible story is told of 
him that, when in good condition, he could hold 
two men seated on his extended hands.^ Now, 
however, he was equal to no such exploit, being 
not only deprived of food, but also of sleep, by the 
necessity of listening at night to the confessions of 
his pious flock ; and his shoes, too, had failed hiin> 
nothing remaining but the upper leather, which 
gave him little comfort among the sharp stones. 
He bore up manfully, being by nature brave and 

1 Marie de I'Incamation, Lettre du 16 Oct., 1666. 
* Grandet, Notice manutcrite 8ur Doliier de Cauon, extract giren hj J* 
Viger in appendix to Histoiredu Montreal (Montreal, 1868). 



)m.\ THE MOHAWK TOWNa 195 

light-hearted ; and, when a servant of the Jesuits 
fell into the water, he threw off his cassock and 
leaped after him. His strength gave out, and the 
man was drowned ; hut a grateful Jesuit led him 
aside and requited his efforts with a morsel of 
bread.^ A wood of chestnut- trees full of nuts at 
length stayed the hunger of the famished troops. 
It was Saint Theresa's day when they approached 
the lower Mohawk town. A storm of wind and 
rain set in ; but, anxious to surprise the enemy^ 
they pushed on all night amid the moan and roar 
of the forest ; over slippery logs, tangled roots, and 
oocv mosses ; under dripping boughs and through 
saturated bushes. Tliis time there was no want of 
good guides; and when in the morning tliey issued 
from the forest, they saw, amid its cornliehls, the 
jialisades of the Indian stronghold. They had two 
fDuiU pieces of cannon brouglit from tlie lake by 
K'lays of men, but they did not stop to use tliein. 
Tlieir twenty drums beat the charge, and they ad- 
vancetl to seize the place by coup-de-main. Luckily 
for them, a panic hiid seized the Indians. Not that 
they were taken by surprise, for they had discov- 
erwl the approaching French, and, two days before, 
hail sent away their women and children in prep- 
aration for a desj>erate light; but the din of the 
drums which tliev took for so many devils in the 
f rench service ; and the armed men advancing from 
the rocks and thickets in files that seemed inter- 
niiiwIJe, — so wrought on tiie scared imagination of 
the v/arriors that thev fled in terror to their next 

' Uullicr de Camoo, Uittoire du Monti^ai, a.u. liJOo, 1606. 
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town, a short distance above. Tracy lost no time, 
but hastened in pursuit. A few Mohawks were 
seen on the hills, yelling and firing too far for 
effect. Repentigny, at the risk of his scalp, climbed 
a neighboring height, and looked down on the little 
army, which seemed so numerous as it passed be- 
neath, " that," writes the superior of the Ursulines, 
" he told me that he thought the good angels must 
have joined with it ; whereat he stood amazed." 

The second town or fort was taken as easily as 

the first; so, too, were the third and the fourth. 

The Indians veiled, and fled without killing a man ; 

and still the troops pursued, following the broad 

trail which led from town to town along the valley 

of the Mohawk. It was late in the afternoon when 

the fourth town was entered,^ and Tracy thought 

that his work was done ; but an Algonquin squaw 

who had followed her husband to the war, and who 

had once been a prisoner among the Mohawks, told 

him that there was still another above. The sun 

Tww near its setting, and the men were tired with 

dr pitiless marching ; but again the order was 

n to advance. The eager squaw showed the 

holding a pistol in one hand and leading 

die with the other ; and they soon came in 

it Andaraque, the largest and strongest of 

^wk forts. The drinns beat with fury, and 

spared to attack, but there were none 

The scouts sent forward, reported 

qn Mjs thmt there were four towns in mil. I 
ii jMMetfioN, made on the spot FWe are here 
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that the warriors had fled. The last of the savage 
strongholds was in the hands of the French. 

** God has done for us," says Mother Mary, " what 
he did in ancient days for his chosen people, strik- 
ing terror into our enemies, insomuch that we were 
victors without a blow. Certain it is that there is 
miracle in all this; for, if the Iroquois had stood 
last, they would have given us a great deal of 
trouble and caused our army great loss, seeing how 
they were fortified and armed, and how haughty 
and bold they are." 

The French were astonished as they looked about 
them. These Iroquois forts were very different 
from those that Jogues had seen here twenty years 
before, or from that which in earlier times set 
ClKimplain and his Ilurons at defuince. The Mo- 
Iiawks luid ha<l counsel and aid from their Dutch 
frien<ls, and adapted their savage defences to the 
rules of European art. Andaraque was a quad- 
rangle formed of a triple palisade, twenty feet high, 
and flanked by four bastions. Large vessels of 
Ixirk filled with water were placed on tlie plat- 
forms of the palisade for defence against fire. The 
dwt'llings which these fortifications enclosed were 
in manv cases built of wood, thoutrh the form and 
arrangement of the primitive bark lodge of the 
InK|Uois seems to have been preserved. iSome of 
the wocMlen houses were a hundred and twentv 
feet long, with fires for eight or nine faiiiili(»s. 
Here and in subterranean airhcs was storrd a pro- 
di}:ious quantity of Inilian-corn and otlier prnvi- 
eions; and all the dwellings wore sui^plied with 
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carpenters' tools, domestic utensils, and many other* 
appliances of comfort. 

The only living things in Andaraqu^, when th^ 
French entered, were two old women, a small boy, 
and a decrepit old man, wto, being frightened by- 
the noise of the drums, had hidden himself under 
a canoe. From them the victors learned that the 
Mohawks, retreating from the other towns, had 
gathered here, resolved to fight to the last ; but at 
sight of the troops their courage failed, and the 
chief was first to run, crying out, " Let us sare 
ourselves, brothers; the whole world is coming 
against us." 

A cross was planted, and at its side the royal 
arms. The troops were drawn up in battle array^ 
when Jean Baptiste du Bois, an oflBcer deputed by 
Tracy, advancing sword in hand to the front, pro- 
claimed in a loud voice that he took possession i^ 
the name of the king of all the country of tb^ 
Mohawks; and the troops shouted three tim^^^ 
Vive le BoV 

Tliat night a mighty bonfire illumined the Jl^^ 
hawk forests ; and the scared savages from their bi^*" 
ing-places among the rocks saw their palisades, th^^ 
dwellings, their stores of food, and aU their pos»^^ 
sions, turned to cinders and ashes. The two O* 
squaws captured in the town, threw themselves *^ 
despair into the flames of their blazing hom^^' 
When inoniing came, there was nothing left ^^ 
Andaraque but smoiJdering embera, rolling ih^^^ 
pale smoke against the painted backgroimd of 

^ Acte de prite de poisfuion, 17 Oct,, 1666. 
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October woods. Te Deum was sung and mass said ; 
and then the victors began their backward march, 
burning, as they went, all the remaining forts, with 
all their hoarded stores of com, except such as they 
needed for themselves. If they had failed to destroy 
their enemies in battle, they hoped that winter 
and famine would do the work of shot and steel. 

While there was distress among the Mohawks, 
there was trouble among their English neighbors, 
who claimetl as their own the country which Tracy 
had invaded. The English authorities were the 
more disquiete<l, because they feared that the lately 
conquere<l Dutch might join hands with the French 
agsiinst them. When NicoUs, governor of New 
York, heanl of Tracv*s advance, he wrote to the 
governors of the New England colonies, begging 
them to join him agjiinst the French invaders, and 
urging that, if Tracy's force were destroyed or cap- 
tured, the conquest of Canada would be an easy 
tiisk. There was war at the time between the two 
crowns ; and the British court had already enter- 
taine<l this project of conquest, and sent onlers to 
its colonies to that etToct. IJut the New England 
jroveniors, ill pn*i>iircd for war, and fearing that 
tlirir Indian neighbors, who were enemies of the 
Mohawks, might take part with the French, licsi- 
tate<l to act, and tlie affair ended in a correspond- 
ence, civil if not sinc(»rc, between Nieollsaiid Traev.* 
• 

The treatvof IJreda, in tin* fnllowiuLT vear. secured 
peace for a time between the rival colonies. 

' S«^' tJif fiHTe^jtmiilfiHT in N. V. Cnl. I)o»» IN. ll**-lVi. C«iin{»;ire 
Hutclmi»on Cullcctitm, 4i»7. aii<J Mj*». Hut C<ili. Will. l<rj. 
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The return of Tracy was less fortunate than his 
advance. The rivers, swollen by autumn rains^ 
were difficult to pass ; and in crossing Lake Cham- 
plain two canoes were overset in a storm, and 
eight men were drowned. From St. Anne, a new 
fort built early in the summer on Isle La Motte, 
near the northern end of the lake, he sent news of 
his success to Quebec, where there was great re- 
joicing and a solemn thanksgiving. Signs and 
prodigies had not been wanting to attest the inter- 
est of the upper and nether powers in the crusade 
against the myrmidons of hell. At one of the forts 
on the Richelieu, " the soldiers," says Mother Mary, 
" were near dying of fright. They saw a great 
fiery cavern in the sky, and from this cavern came 
plaintive voices mixed with frightful bowlings. 
Perhaps it was the demons, enraged because we 
had depopulated a country where they had been 
masters so long, and had said mass and sung the 
praises of God in a place where there had never 
before been any thing but foulness and abomina- 
tion." 

Tracy had at first meant to abandon Fort St. 
Anne ; but he changed his mind after returning to 
Quebec. Meanwhile the season had grown so late 
that there was no time to send proper supplies to 
the garrison. Winter closed, and the place was 
not only ill provisioned, but was left without a 
priest. Tracy wrote to the superior of the Sulpi- 
tians at Montreal to send one without delay ; but 
the request was more easily made than fulfilled, 
for he forgot to order an escort, and the way was 
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long and dangerous. The stout-hearted Dollier de 
Ca2«s()n was told, however, to hold himself ready 
to go at the first opportunity. Ilis recent cam- 
paigning had left him in no condition for bmving 
fre.^ih hanlships, for he was nearly dis;ibled by a 
towelling on one of his knees. By way of cure he 
resolved to try a severe bleeding, and the Sangrado 
of Montreal did his work so thoroughly tluit his 
{Kitient fainted under his hands. As he returned 
to consciousness, he became aware that two sol- 
diers had entered the room. They told him that 
tliey were going in the morning to Chambly, 
which was on the way to St. Anne ; and they 
invited him to go with them. *' Wait till the day 
after to-morrow/' replied the priest, " and I will 
try." The delay was obtained ; and, on the day 
fixed, the party set out by the forest path to 
Chamblv, a distance of about four lea;^ues. 
When thev reached it, Dollier de Casson waa 
nearly spent, but he concealed his plight from the 
commanding otlicer, and begged an escort to St. 
Anne, some twenty leagues farther. As the oflicer 
Mould not give him one, he threatened to go alone, 
on which ten men and an ensign were at huit 
onlfretl to conduct him. Thus attended, he re- 
Mimed his journey after a clay's rest. One of the 
NjMiers fell through the iee, and none of his eoin- 
r.ules dared help him. Dollier <le Ca.sson. making 
tia* Mgn of the cross, went to his aid, and. more 
»iueces.<ful than on tlio former occasion. cau;^dit him 
And pulle<l him out. The snow was lU'cp; aiul the 
priest, having arrived in the preceding sunnner, 
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had never before worn snow-shoes, while a sack of 
clothing, and hia portable chapel which he carried 
at his back, joined to the pain of his knee and the 
effects of his late bleeding, made the march a pur- 
gatory. 

He was sorely needed at Fort St. Anne. There 
was pestilence in the garrison. Two men had just 
died without absolution, while more were at the 
point of death, and praying for a priest. Thus it 
happened that when the sentinel descried far off, 
on the ice of Lake Cbamplain, a squad of soldiers 
approaching, and among tbem a black cassock, 
every officer and man not sick, or on duty, came 
out with one accord to meet the new-comer. 
They overwhelmed him with welcome and with 
thanks. One took his sack, another his portable 
ch»pel, and they led him in triumph to the fort. 
First be made a short prayer, then went his rounds 
among the sick, and then came to refresh himself 
with the officers. Here was La Motte de la Luci&re, 
the commandant ; La Durantaye, a name destined 
to be famous in Canadian annals; and si number of , 
young subalterns. The scene was no s^ 
to Dollier de Casson, for he had hoc 
cavalry in bis time, and fought mn 
a good soldier, without doubt, at lltf 
in the Hold, and none the worse ji p^ 
bud onco followed the wars. He i 
humor, given to jests and mirtli ; 
father as ever said JimetUcUe. The 

I OranilDl. Kotiri nwii- - di Caum, mr^ 
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the gentleman still lived under the cassock of the 
priest. He was greatly respected and beloved; 
and his influence as a peace-maker, which he often 
had occasion to exercise, is said to have been 
remarkable. When the time demanded it, he 
could use arguments more cogent than those of 
moral suasion. Once, in a camp of Algonquins, 
when, as he was kneeling in prayer, an insolent 
savage came to interrupt him, the father, without 
ri.*«ing, knocked the intruder flat by a blow of his 
fist, and the other Indians, far from being dis- 
pleased, were filled with admiration at the ex- 
ploit.* 

His cheery temper now stood him in good stead ; 
for there was dreary work before him, and he was 
not the man to flinch from it. The garrison of 
St. Anne had nothing to live on but salt pork and 
half-sp<:)ilc<l flour. Their hogshead of vinegar had 
sprung aleak, an<l the contents had all oozed out. 
They had rejoiced in the supposed possession of a 
reasonable stock of brandy; but they soon dis- 
covered that the sailors, on the voyage from 
France, had emptied the casks and filled them 
a<'ain with salt-water. The scurvv broke out with 
furv. In a short time, fortv out of the sixtv men 
IxH-aiue vietiins of tlie loathsome maladv. I)av or 
ni^'ht, Dollier ch» Casson and Forestier, the equally 
flevuted voim;; surgeon, ha<l no rest. The sur- 
pM)n's streiijrtli failed, and the priest was himself 
sli'^htlv attacked willi the disease. Eleven men 

* (framlot, .V"' rr m(inu*rriu %ut iJtMi^r tie Gimom, cited hy FaiUotl, C<rf- 
mit ytOH^aut, lil. ;iUo, 8<j0. 
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died ; and others languished for want of help, for 
their comrades shrank from entering the infected 
dens where they lay. In their extremity some of 
them devised an ingenious expedient. Though 
they had nothing to bequeath, they made wills in 
which they left imaginary sums of money to those 
who had befriended them, and thenceforth they 
found no lack of nursing. 

In the intervals of his labors, Dollier de Casson 
would run to and fro for warmth and exercise on 
a certain track of beaten snow, between two of the 
bastions, reciting his breviary as he went, so that 
those who saw him might have thought him out of 
his wits. One day La Motte called out to him as 
he was thus engaged, "Eh, Monsieur le cur6, if 
the Iroquois should come, you must defend that 
bastion. My men are all deserting me, and going 
over to you and the doctor." To which the father 
replied, " Get me some litters with wheels, and I 
will bring them out to man my bastion. They 
are brave enough now ; no fear of their running 
away." With banter like this, they sought to 
beguile their miseries ; and thus the winter wore 
on at Fort St. Anne.^ 

Early in spring they saw a troop of Iroquois 
approaching, and prepared as well as they could to 
make fight ; but the strangers proved to be ambas- 

1 The above curious incidenti are told by Dollier de Caeaon, in hit 
Histoire du Montr^U, preserved in manuscript in tlie Mazarin Library at 
Paris. He gives no hint that the person in question was himself, but 
speaks of him as un ercl^sicutique. His identity is, however, made certain 
by internal evidence, by a passage in the Notice of Graudet, and by otlier 
contemporary allusions. 
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mdors of pence. Tlio (Icstriiction of the Moliawk 
towns had pnvluced a (loop effect, not on that 
nation alone, but also on tlio other four nienihers 
of the kMjrue. Tlu\v were disposed to ronfirni the 
promises of peace wlreh they had already made ; 
and Tnicy had spurred their good intentions by 
srntlinjr them a niessjige that, unless they quickly 
pn»sontefl themselves at Quebec, he would hang all 
the fdiiefs whom he had kept prisoners after dis- 
rtivering their tn*acliery in the preceding sunnner. 
Tho threat had its effect : deputies of the Oneida.^ 
Onmidairas, ravuira*<. an*! SentM'a^ presently arrived 
in a temper of befitting humility. The Mohawks 
wen» at first afraid to come : but in April they sent 
the Flemish Rastanl with overtures of peace; and 
in July, a large deputatiim of their cliiefs appeare<l 
at (^ucboc. Thi\v and the rost left some of their 
familit's as hostag(»<, and j>romisc»'l that, if any of 
thrir prnplo should kill a Fron<'Iiman, thoy would 
givr them up to 1m» hanged.' 

Tlh»v lK»«riri*d, too, for blju*ksmiths, surgeons, 
and .Tt'<uits to live among them. Tlie presence 
of the Jesuits in their towns was in manv wavs an 
ailv:intagt» to them ; w liile to the cohmy it was of 
till' gii'atest importanet*. Not only was conversion 
to till* I'hiirrli justly reganli'il as the best means of 
attarhin-' the liulians to the Freneh. and p.lienaiiiiLr 
tln'iii from iIh» Knglisli ; l)ut the Jesuits living in 
tin' mid<t of th(»m roiild inlluenee e\tMi tlio-t» whom 
tlirv eoiiM not eonvi'rt, sootlie ri^^ing jealousies, 
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counteract English intrigues, and keep the rulers 
of the colony informed of all that was passing in 
the Iroquois towns. Thus, half Christian missiona- 
ries, half political agents, the Jesuits prepared to 
resume the hazardous mission of the Iroquois. 
Frdmin and Pierron were ordered to the Mohawks, 
Bruyas to the Oneidas, and three others were named 
for the remaining three nations of the league. The 
troops had made the peace ; the Jesuits were the 
rivets to hold it fast ; and peace endured without 
absolute rupture for nearly twenty years. Of aU 
the French expeditions against the Iroquois^ that 
of Tracy was the most productive of good. 
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Tr.\cy's vk'ork was done, and he left Canada with 
tlie glittering noblesse in his train. Courcelle and 
Talon reuiaincil to rule alone ; and now the great 
experiment was begun. Paternal royalty would 
try it.s hand at building up a colony, and Talon 
wa.** it.s chosen agent. His appearance did him no 
justice. The regular contour of his oval face, about 
which fell to his shouldei's a cataract of curls, natu- 
ral or supposititious; the smooth lines of his well- 
formed features, brows delicately arched, and a 
mouth more suggestive of feminine sensibility than 
of mas<niline force. — would certainly have misled 
the disciple of Ijiivater.* Yet there was no want of 
manhood in him. lie was most happily chosen 
for the Uisk ])lace(l in his hamls, and from first to 
la>t approved himself a vigorous executive oHicer. 
lie was a true disciple of Colbert, formed in his 
school and animated by his spirit. 

' lli« portrnit i« Mt thf Uoti'l Dion of Qiivttcc. An enj^raving from it 
will be found in tiiv lluni volume of SiicA't CliArleruix. 
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Being on the spot, he was better able than his 
master to judge the working of the new order of 
things. With regard to the company, he writes 
that it will profit by impoverishing the colony; 
that its monopolies dishearten the people and par- 
alyze enterprise ; that it is thwarting the intentions 
of the king, who wishes trade to be encouraged ; 
and that, if its exclusive privileges are maintained, 
Canada in ten years will be less populous than 
now.^ But Colbert clung to his plan, though he 
wrote in reply that to satisfy the colonists he had 
persuaded the company to forego the monopolies 
for a year.* As this proved insufficient, the com- 
pany was at length forced to give up permanently 
its right of exclusive trade, still exacting its share 
of beaver and moose skins. This was its chief 
source of profit ; it begrudged every sou deducted 
from it for charges of government, and the king 
was constantly obliged to do at his own cost that 
which the company should have done. In one 
point it showed a ceaseless activity ; and this was 
the levying of duties, in which it was never known 
to fail. 

Trade, even after its exercise was permitted, 
was continually vexed by the hand of authority. 
One of Tracy's first measures had been to issue a 
decree reducing the price of wheat one half. The 
council took up the work of regulation, and fixed 
the price of all imported goods in three several 
tariffs, — one for Quebec, one for Three Rivers, and 

I Talon h Colbert, 4 Oct., 1665. 
< Colht:H a Talon, 6 Avril, 1666. 
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one for Montreal.^ It may well be believed that 
there wad in Canada little capital and little enter- 
prirH*. Industrially and commercially, the colony 
wa^ almost dead. Talon set himself to galvanize 
it ; and, if one man could have supplied the intelli- 
pence and energy of a whole community, the results* 
would have been triumphant. 

He had received elaborate instructions, and they 
in<]icate an ardent wish for the prosperity of Canada. 
Colbert had written to him that the true means to 
strengthen the colony was to " cause justice to reign, 
i*stablish a good police, protect the inha!)itants, 
discipline them against enemies, and pn)cure for 
them peace, repose, and plenty." * " And a^/' the 
minister further siiys, '* the king reganls his Cana- 
dian subjects, from the highest to the lowest, almost 
as his own children, and wishes them to enjoy 
equally with the people of France the mildness and 
happiness of his reign, the Sieur Talon will study 
to solace them in all things an<l encourage them to 
tnide and industry. And, seeing tiiat nothing can 
bftter promote this vi\(\ than entering into the 
details of their households and of all their little 
affairs, it will not he amiss that he visit all their 
settlements one after the other in onler to learn 
their true condition, provide a*^ much as possi- 
ble for their wants, an<l, performing the duty of a 
g<MMl li«»ad of a family, put them in the way of 
making some profit." The intendant was also told 
to encourage fathers to inspii-e their children with 

I TftrifTof IVu-c*. in .V. Y. njonnti Doo*. IX. 30. 
' CUbert « TiiiuH, 6 Atril, ItiOO. 

H 
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piety, together with "profound love and respect 
for the royal person of his Majesty."^ 

Talon entered on his work with admirable zeal. 
Sometimes he used authority, sometimes persuasion, 
sometimes promises of reward. Sometimes, again, 
he tried the force of example. Thus he built a 
ship to show the people how to do it, and rouse 
them to imitation.* Three or four years later, the 
experiment was repeated. This time it was at the 
cost of the king, who applied the sum of forty thou- 
sand livres® to the double purpose of promoting 
the art of ship-building, and saving tHe colonists 
from vagrant habits by giving them employment. 
Talon wrote that tlu-ee hundred and fifty men had 
been supplied that summer with work at the charge 
of government.* 

He despatched two engineers to search for coal, 
lead, iron, copper, and other minerals. Important 
discoveries of iron were made ; but three genera- 
tions were destined to pass before the mines were 
successfully worked.^ The copper of Lake Supe- 
rior raised the intendant's hopes for a time, but he 
was soon forced to the conclusion that it was too 
remote to be of practical value. He labored vig- 
orously to develop arts and manufactures ; made 
a barrel of tar, and sent it to the king as a speci- 
men ; caused some of the colonists to make cloth 

1 Justrudion au Sietir Talon ^ 27 Mars^ 16G5. 

3 ToJon a Ci^bert, Oct., 1667 ; CoIIhtI a Talon, 20 Fev., 1668. 

» D^r^rhe de Colbert, 11 Fev., 1671. 

* Tahn a Colbert, 2 Nov., 1671. 

A Charlevoix speaks of these mines as having been forgotten for 
seventy years, and rediscovered in his time. After passing through 
various hands, they were finally worked on the king's account. 
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of the wool of the sheep which the king had sent 
out ; encouraged others to cstablisli a tannery, and 
also a factory of hats and of sliocs. The Sieur 
Follin was induced by the grant of a monopoly to 
begin the making of soap and potasli.^ The people 
were ordered to grow henip,^ and urged to gather 
the nettles of the country as material for cordage ; 
and the Ursulines were supplied with flax and wool, 
in order that they might teach girls to weave and 
spin. 

Talon was especially anxious to establish trade 
between Canada and the West Indies ; and, to make 
a beginning, he freighted the vessel he had built 
with sidted cod, salmon, eels, pease, fish-oil; staves, 
and planks, and sent her thither to exchange her 
carjjro for sugar, which she wius in turn to ex- 
change in France for goods suited for the Canadian 
market.' Another favorite object with him wa3 
thf fishery of seals and white porpoises for the 
Nike of their oil ; and some of the chief merchanta 
uiTC urged to undertake it, as well as the estab- 
lishment of stationary cod-fisheries along the Lower 
St. I^iwrence. But, with every encounigement, 
many years pa.*<sed before this valuable industry 
M'iv* ])Iaced on a firm basis. 

Talon siiw with concern the huge consumption 
of wine and bnindy among the settlers, costing 
tli<.*in. as he wn)te to Coll>ert, a hundivd thousand 
livres a year; and, to keep this money in the 

* MArii' i\v riiu-ariuiiiiin. Chuix <ift f^trr^n A^, 371. 
S Lv Meixivr. ii*l. 1007, 3; jMfMcM,s dt Talon, 
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colony, he declared his intention of building a 
brewery. The minister approved the plan, not 
only on economic grounds, but because " the vice 
of drunkenness would thereafter cause no more 
BcandaJ by reason of the cold nature of beer, the 
vapors whereof rarely deprive men of the use 
of judgment."^ The brewery was accordingly 
built, to the great satisfaction of the poorer colo- 
nists. 

Nor did the active intendant fail to acquit him- 
self of the duty of domiciliary visits, enjoined 
upon him by the royal instructions ; a point on 
which he was of one mind with his superiors, for 
he writes that " those charged in this country with 
his Majesty's affairs are under a strict obligation 
to enter into the detail of families." * Accordingly 
we learn from Mother Juchereau, that " he studied 
with the affection of a father how to succor the 
poor and cause the colony to grow ; entered into 
the minutest particulars ; visited the houses of the 
inhabitants, and caused them to visit him ; learned 
what crops each one was raising; taught those 
who had wheat to sell it at a profit, helped those 
who had none, and encouraged everybody." And 
Dollier de Casson represents him as visiting in 
turn every house at Montreal, and giving aid from 
the king to such as needed it.* Horses, cattle, 
sheep, and other domestic animals, were sent out 
at the royal charge in considerable niunberS; and 

I Cclhert a Talon, 20 fe»., 1068. 

s AUmoire de 1667. 

s Histoire du Mmtr6od, A.D. 1666, 1667. 
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distributed gratuitously, with an order that none 
of the young should be killed till the country was 
sufficiently stocked. Large quantities of goods 
were also sent from the same high quarter. Some 
of these were distributed as gifts, and the rest 
bartered for corn to supply the troops. As the 
intendant perceived that the farmers lost much 
time in coming from their distant clearings to buy 
necessaries at Quebec, he caused his agents to 
furnish them with the king's goods at their own 
houses, to the great annoyance of the merchant8 
of Quebec, who complained that their accustomed 
tnule was thus forestalled.^ 

These were not the only cares which occupied 
the mind of Talon. lie tried to open a road 
across the country to Acadia, an almost impossible 
ta**k, in which he and his successoi's completely 
faile*!. Under his auspices, Albanel penetrated to 
Hudson's Bay, and Saint Lusson took possession in 
tlie king's name of the country of the Upper 
Likes. It was Talon, in short, who pi'cpared the 
way for the remarkable series of explorations 
(IcKTibed in another work.* Again and again 
he urgtMl upon Colbert and the king a measure 
from which, had it taken effect, momentous con- 
MMjiRMH'cs must have sprung. This was the pur- 
ihase or seizure of New York, involving the 
i>olation of New Enghmd, the subjection of 
thi* Inxjuois, and the undisputed control of half 
the continent. 
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Great as were his opportunities of abusing his 
trust, it does not appear that he took advantage 
of them. He held lands and houses in Canada,^ 
owned the brewery which he had established, and 
embarked in various enterprises of productive 
industry ; but, so far as I can discover, he is no- 
where accused of making illicit gains, and there is 
reason to believe that he acquitted himself of his 
charge with entire jBdelity.* His health faUed in 
1668, and for this and other causes he asked for 
his recall. Colbert granted it with strong expres- 
sions of regret ; and when, two years later, he re- 
sumed the intend ancy, the colony seems to have 
welcomed his return. 

1 In 1682, the Intendant Meules, in a despatch to the minister, 
makes a statement of Talon's property in Quebec. The chief items are 
the brewery and a house of some value on the descent of Mountain 
Street. He owned, also, the valuable seigniory, afterwards barony, 
Des Islets, in the immediate neighborhood. 

^ Some imputations against him, not of much weight, are, however, 
made in a memorial of Aubert de la Chesnaye, a merchant of Quebec. 



ciuPTER xm. 

1661-1C73. 
MARRIAGE AND POPULATION. 

8lllPHB!fT OP KmIOIIA.HTS. — SOLIMEK SliTTLRRfl. — ImPOKTATIOR OF 

WivK*. — WKpi.orK. — ScMMAiir Mktiioda. — The Mothkm of 
Canada. — lioricTiKii 0!v Markiagk. — Celibact Punished.— 
Bi>L'.%TiLt ON Children. — Re»l'lts. 

The poopliiifT of Canjula was duo in the main to 
tlie kinjr. Before the acce.^sion of liOuis XIV. the 
ontin» ]>opuhition, priests, nuns, trailers, and set- 
tliTs, (lid not exceed twenty-five hundred;' but 
«-an'tdy had he reached liis nuijority when the ship- 
ment of men to the colon v was systematically l>c- 
jrun. P^ven in Ar*^enson's time, loads of emigrants 
M'ut out hy the Crown were lan<le<l eyery year at 
(^uehec. The Sulpitians of Montreal also brought 
over colonists to people their seigniorial estate ; the 
sune was true on a small scale of one or two other 
proprietors, and 4)nce at least the company s(»nt a 
considerable number: yet the government was 
tlie cliief ag(»nt of (^migration. Colbert did the 
work, and the king ])aid for it. 

In l<itil, L'lval wrote to the cardinals of the 
IVopaganda, that during the ]»ast two velars the 

* I A' CUtc, EtaUU9fment th la /*-</. II. 4. 
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king had spent two hundred thousand livres on 
the colony ; that, since 1659, he had sent out three 
hundred men a year ; and that he had promised to 
send an equal number every summer during ten 
years.* These men were sent by squads in mer- 
chant-ships, each one of which was required to 
carry a certain number. In many instances, emi- 
grants were bound on their arrival to enter into 
the service of colonists already established. In 
this case the employer paid them wages, and after 
a term of three years they became settlers them- 
selves." 

The destined emigrants were collected by agents 
in the provinces, conducted to Dieppe or Bochelle, 
and thence embarked. At first men were sent 
from Rochelle itself, and its neighborhood ; but 
Laval remonstrated, declaring that he wanted 
none from that ancient stronghold of heresy.' 
The people of Bochelle, indeed, found no favor in 
Canada. Another writer describes them as " per- 
sons of little conscience, and almost no religion," 
adding that the Normans, Percherons, Picards, and 
peasants of the neighborhood of Paris, are docile, 
industrious, and far more pious. "It is impor- 
tant," he concludes, " in beginning a new colony, 
to sow good seed." * It was, accordingly, from the 
north-western provinces that most of the emigrants 

1 Tjettre de Laral envoys h Rome. 21 Oct,, 1661 (extract in Faillon from 
Archives of the Propaganda). 

- Marie de rincamation, 18 ArnU^ 1664. These engagA were some* 
times also brought over by private persons. 

» Colln-rt a Laval, 18 Mars, 1664. 

^ M€moirt de 1664 (anonymous). 



1 BMIGRAKTS. 217 

were drawn.^ They seem' in the main to have 
been a decent peasantry^ though writers who, from 
their position, should have been well informed, 
have denounced them in unmeasured terms.* 
Some of them could re<id and write, and some 
brought with them a little money. 

Talon was constantly begging for more men, 
till Louis XIV. at length took alarm. Colbert 
replied to the over-zealous intendant, that the 
king did not think it expedient to depopulate 
Franco, in order to people Canada ; that he wanted 
men for his armies ; and that the colony must rely 
chiefly on increase from within. Still the ship- 
ment2< did not cease ; and, even while tempering 
the anlur of his agent, the king gave another 



* See a {taper br Hameau in /> Xtttifmal of Quebec. 2^ October. 1856, 
embr»il> infr the rvftulti nf rei^arch amung tlie papers of the early notaries 
nf ^url«t.*. The chiet' em i ^ration «a» from l*aris, Norroamlv, I'uitfNi, 
pA«« liAunU. Ilriitany. ami IMcanly. Nearly all tlio»e from ParU were 
■cni by thf kiiif* fntm hiiii«e« of charity. 

- " I'lte fuule il'avfiiiurierii. raniaM>o« au haianl en France, premjae 
tout lie la he ilu {H'uplv. la phi|nri ulier^'t <lc (lettei^ ou cliar)!rs ile crimes.'* 
etc I^ Tour. \'t* tie I.nt-'tl, Liv. IV. " Le vice a oblige' la plupart ile 
cttrrchfr ce |wvi ntmnie un a»ile fHiur k* niettre iicoureri tie leurscnnies,** 
M«-u>i*. i^i'T'Ke d* lo>2. .Mi'ule» wan iiitenilant in that year. Marie 
de riri(.':«maiion. after nivakiinr of the enii grants as uf a very mixe«l 
rliaractrr. sayt that it wouhl have U*en far better to send a few «iho 
vrrc ^<^i>i (Miri»tiaii*. rathirr tiian »o many who give so much trouble. 

\a: (*I«ti* ifn the odicr han«l. i« emphatic in praipte, cmllinf; the early 
c->l< •:!>•:•. " iri'f hiiiiiii*te» ^t-ii*. Ji\ant ile la prnbitc. tie la i!roiture. et ile la 
tr\ i»':->ii. . . . I.'on a exannrii' r( (-hn>i k'o habitant*, et renvi>_\(> en Kninee 
U^ ]«-rM»rine« vicifUM.-* " If. hv NihU. any ituch were li'tt " lU rflacaicnl 
i: -r.riiM-nirnt |iar Ivur iNMuU'iue Ic^ tnrhi'« ili* U*ur prriii.rri* oiiiiliiioii.'* 
<'. tr!t-t-Mt It alniiitt a« «ir<iiii: in praiM* a« I^i Ttnir in irii«urf. B«itli of 
t!.«-;n wr<itv in the next Liiitury. Wi> i>hall ha^e mvaiit hert-alter of 
jU'i|;:n^ livtwrvu llie»i' ciMitlicUiit; »tatrmcnti. 
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proof how much he had the growth of Canada at 
heart.* 

The regiment of Carignan-Sali^res had been or* 
dered home, with the exception of four companies 
kept in garrison,* and a considerable number dis- 
charged in order to become settlers. Of those who 
returned, six companies were, a year or two later, 
sent back, discharged in their tiirn, and con- 
verted into colonists. Neither men nor officers were 
positively constrained to remain in Canada ; but the 
officers were told that if they wished to please his 
Majesty this was the way to do so ; and both they and 
the men were stimulated by promises and rewards. 
Fifteen hundred livres were given to La Motte, be- 
cause he had married in the country and meant to 
remain there. Six thousand livres were assigned 
to other officers, because they had followed, or were 
about to follow, La Motte's example ; and twelve 
thousand were set apart to be distributed to the 
soldiers under similar conditions.' Each soldier 
who consented to remain and settle was promised 
a grant of land and a hundred livres in money ; or, 
if he preferred it, fifty livres with provisions for a 
year. This military colonization had a strong and 
lasting influence on the character of the Canadian 
people. 

^ The king hail tent out more emigrants than he had promised, to 
judge from the census reports during the years 1666, 1667, and 1668. 
The total population for those years is 8418, 4312, and 5870, respectively. 
A small part of tliis growth may be set down to emigration not under 
government auspices, and a large part to natural increase, which wu 
enormous at this time, from causes which will soon appear. 

2 Colbert a Talon, 20 Fev., 1668. 

5 Ibid, 
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But if the colony wa^ to grow from within^ the 
new pettlera muHt have wives. For some years 
jiosty the Sulpitians had sent out young women for 
the supply of Montreal ; and the king, on a larger 
«'ale, continued tlie benevolent work. Girls for 
the colony were taken from the hospitals of Paris 
and of Lyons, which were not so much hospitals for 
the sick as houses of refuge for the poor. Mother 
Marv writes in 1GG5 that a hundred had come that 
tfinnmer, and were nearly all provided with hus- 
bands, and that two hun<lred more were to come 
next year. The case was urgent, for the demand 
was gn*at. Complaints, however, were soon heard 
that women from cities made indiffeixMit partners ; 
antl peasant girls, healthy, strong, and accustomed 
to liold work, were demanded in their place. Peas- 
ant ;rirls were therefore sent, hut this was not all. 
< Ulii-tTs as wi»ll as men wante<l wivrs ; and Talon 
a^ki'il for a consignmi*ut of young hidii's. His re- 
ipifst was pnimi^tly answere<l. In lOlu, he writes: 
•• Tlii'V siMid us eighty-four girls fix)m l)iej)pe and 
twi'Uty-live from liorlielle ; among them are fifteen 
or twenty of prrtty gotnl hirth ; several of. them 
an' vviiWv (l( moist fhs, ixuA tolrnihlv well hroii«rht 
u]i." Thi'V 4*omplained of neglri't anil hardsliip 
diirin;r tlio vova«ri». *• I shall <lo wliat 1 can to soothe 
thrir diMontmt," a<Ms the intendant ; ** for if they 
ui';i4* to ihrir rorre^pon<lrnts at home how ill they 
h;ivf Im'I'U trratiMl it would Ik» an oh^tado to your 
|>I;iii iii si'iiding us next year a numhcr of si^lect 

\ounir ladirs." * 

• 

* ■■ IK-* •Ulli«nttlli'> liifll rlmi-ivi. ** T"!nn a fflUtt, 'J7 Ort., ' 
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Thi*ee years later we fiii4 him asking for three 
or four more in behalf of certain bachelor officers. 
The response surpassed his utmost wishes ; and he 
wrote again: "It is not expedient to send more 
demoiselles. I have had this year fifteen of them, 
instead of the four I asked for." * 

As regards peasant girls, the supply rarely 
equalled the demand. Coxmt Frontenac, Cour- 
celle's successor, complained of the scarcity : " If 
a hundred and fifty girls and as many servants," he 
says, "had been sent out this year, they would 
all have found husbands and masters within a 
month." » 

The character of these candidates for matri- 
mony has not escaped the pen of slander. The 
caustic La Hontan, writing fifteen or twenty years 
after, draws the following sketch of the mothers 
of Canada : " After the regiment of Carignan was 
disbanded, ships were sent out freighted with 
girls of indifferent virtue, xmder the direction of a 
few pious old duennas, who divided them into 
three classes. These vestals were, so to speak, 
piled one on the other in three different halls, 
where the bridegrooms chose their brides as a 
butcher chooses his sheep out of the midst of the 

> Talon a Calberi, 2 Nov., 1671. 

* Frontenac a CoUmi, 2 Nov., Ifi72. This year only eleven girls had 
been sent The scarcity was due to the indiscretion of Talon, who had 
written to the minister that, as many of the old settlers had daughters 
just becoming marriageable, it would be well, in order that they might 
find husbands, to send no more girls from France at present. 

The next year, 1673, the king writes that, though he is involved in a 
great war, which needs all his resources, he has nevertheless sent sixty 
more girit. 
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flock. There was wherewith to content the most 
fantastical in these three harems ; for here were 
to be seen the tall and the short, the blond and 
the brown, the plump and the lean ; everybody, 
in short, found a shoe to fit him. At the end 
of a fortnight not one was left. I am told that the 
plumpest were taken first, because it was thought 
that, being less active, they were more likely to 
keep at home, and that they could resist the winter 
cold better. Those who wanted a wife applied to 
the directresses, to whom they were obliged to 
make known their possessions and moans of liveli- 
hood before taking from one of the three classes 
the girl whom they found most to their liking. 
Tlie marriage was concluded forthwith, with the 
help of a priest and a notary, and the next day the 
governor-gcnend caused the couple to be pre- 
sented witli an ox, a cow, a pair of swine, a pair 
of fowls, two barrels of siilted meat, and eleven 
crowns in monev." ' 

As regards the character of the girls, there can 
be no doubt that this amusing sketch is, in the 
main, maliriouslv untrue. Since the eolonv be«can, 
it had been the pnictiee to send b:iek to Franco 
women of the class allude<l to by T^a Ilontan, as 
MH»n as they became notorious.* Tiiose who were 

1 I A Uimtiin. Xnw*nuT \'*nftii/fM, I. 11 (ITO.M. In i^nine of tlie ntlier 
rlitioii*. tlie Mini* acvtiunt i» giwii in iliffvri-iit witnU, ii|ualljr livelv and 
»- iiii<!nliiii«. 

* Thi« i« tlic •tatomcnt of IVmi'her. a gt^^\ authority. A ca«o of the 
•ori ill l'"'*** I* iii«*iitioiUHl in the com—ixin'lvniv of Ar^cn^in Hoiichcr 
•Ji\4 further, that an an^iiranoe of ^riNHi rhnnii'tcr wan n-qnirtnl from tlie 
rrlati4iii« i»r frientln of the prl who wi^hnl to rnihark. Thit refer* to A 
pvnml anterior to 1i>*m;. when Ikiurlier wrote hit biNtk. (^>ltvrt eYidenU|,r 
cared fur no qiuliflaiti(»D except the vmpacltjr of matemitj. 
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not taken from institutions of charity usually be- 
longed to the families of peasants overburdened 
with children, and glad to find the chance of estab- 
lishing them.^ How some of them were obtained 
appears from a letter of Colbert to Harlay, Arch- 
bishop of Rquen. "As, in the parishes about 
Rouen," he writes, " fifty or sixty girls might be 
found who would be very glad to go to Canada to 
be married, I beg you to employ your credit and 
authority with the cur^s of thirty or forty of these 
parishes, to try to find in each of them one or two 
girls disposed to go voluntarily for the sake of a 
settlement in life."^ 

Mistakes nevertheless occurred. " Along with 
the honest people," complains Mother Mary, " comes 
a great deal of canaille of both sexes, who cause a 
great deal of scandal." ^ After some of the young 
women had been married at Quebec, it was found 
that they had husbands at home. The priests 

1 T€inoirjnage de la Mere du Plessts de Sainte-TIrlhie (extract in Faillon). 

* Colbert a rArcheveque de Roaen^ 27 Fev., 1670. 

That they wore not always destitute mny be gathered from a passage 
in one of Talon's letters. " Entre les filles qu'on fait passer ici il y en a 
qui ont de Ic'gitimes et considerables prcftentions aiix successions de leurs 
parents, nicme entre celles qui sont tir^s de PHopital G^ndral." The 
General Hospital of Paris had recently been established (1656) as a 
house of refuse for the " Bohemians/' or vagrants of Paris. Tlie royal 
edict creating it says that " les pauvres mendiants et invalides des deux 
texes y seraient en'ermds pourestre employes aux manufactures et aultres 
tiavaux selon leur pouvoir.'* They were gathered by force in the streets 
by a bo<ly of special police, called *' Archers de I'Hopital." They re- 
sisted at fir^t, and serious riots ensued. In 16G2, the General Hospital 
of Paris contained 0202 paupers. See Clement, Histoire de Colhertf 113. 
Mother de Saintc-Helbne says that the girls sent from this asylum had 
been there from childhood in charge of nuns. 

3 " Bcaucoup de canaille de Tun et Tautre sexe qui causent beauconp 
de scandale.'' Lettre da — Oct,, 1009. 
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became cautious in tying the matrimonial knot, 
and Colbert thereupon onlerecl that each girl should 
provide herself with a certificate from the cure or 
magistrate of her parish to. the effect that she was 
free to marry. Nor was the practical intendant 
unmindful of other precautions to smooth the 
path to the desired goal. ^' The girls destined for 
this country/* he writes, ^^ besides being strong and 
healthy, ought to be entirely free from any natural 
blemish or any thing personally repulsive." * 

Thus qualified canonically and physically, the 
annuiU consignment of young women wits shipped 
to Quebec, in charge of a matron employed and 
paid by the king. Her task was not an etu^y one, 
for the troop under her care was apt to consist of 
wliat Mi)ther Mary in a moment of unwonted levity 
calls •• mixed gootls."* On one occiusion the office 
was undertaken by the pious widow of Jean Bour- 
don. Iler lloek of a hundriMl and fifty girls, says 
MiH her Mary, "gave her no little trouble on the 
voyige ; for tiiey arc of all sorts, and some of them 
are very rude and hard to manage." Madame 
Koiirdou was not (hiunted. Siie not onlv saw her 
eljjirjre distributed and married, but she continued 
to receive and care for tiie subsequent ship-loads 
a> tiiey arrived summer after summer. IShc waa 

» /'..Mr, a r«'W/. 10 .Vir.. lilTO 

• •■ Till' iiiiirrliaiiiliH* iiirlri'." hffrr tfti — lPif»9. In that year, ICAS, 
t'.f k iij: •I't'iii lO.iUNJ livn'« in ihp ulnpmcnt of men ami jjirU. In l»i»V.», 
■ i..ii.-l'i-| ami rhiy >!irN wrto wnt ; in l»iTO. a liiinilrt»il ami niity-flve; 
jn I In 'iM :ii*k» ftir a liiiiKJn'il anil flOy nr two liinnlri'il nmrv to mifiiily 
t' r «<>Mii'r« mIio liu'l (cut rfa<ly tlivir lifiUH*fi ami clciriii^ti. aiiil wen* trnm 
p-rfiri-.l til in:irry. Tf »• tn'al numlivr of giiU M'Ut from li^^o to 16T;J, 
iiiiiu«ii tr, »a* aUiut a tli»u*un«l. 
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indeed chief among the pious duennas of whom La 
Hontan irreverently speaks. Marguerite Bour- 
geoys did the same good offices for the young 
women sent to Montreal. Here the " king's girls," 
as they were called, were all lodged together in a 
house to which the suitors repaired to make their 
selection. " I was obliged to live there myself," 
writes the excellent nun, " because families were 
to be formed ; " ^ that is to say, because it was she 
who superintended these extemporized imions. 
Meanwhile she taught the girls their catechism, 
and, more fortunate than Madame Bourdon, in- 
spired them with a confidence and affection w^hich 
they retained long after. 

At Quebec, where the matrimonial market was 
on a larger scale, a more ample bazaar was needed. 
That the girls were assorted into three classes, each 
penned up for selection in a separate hall, is a 
statement probable enough in itself, but resting on 
no better authority than that of La Hontan. Be 
this as it may, they were submitted together to 
the inspection of the suitor; and the awkward 
yoimg peasant or the rugged soldier of Carignan 
was required to choose a bride without delay from 
among the anxious candidates. They, on their 
part, were permitted to reject any applicant who 
displeased them, and the first question, we are told, 
which most of them asked was whether the suitor 
had a house and a farm. 

Great as was the call for wives, it was thought 
prudent to stimulate it. The new settler was at once 

^ Extract in Faillon, Colonie Fran^ae, III. 214. 
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enticei! and driven into wedlock. Bounties wore 
offered on earlv lUiirriago!'. Twenty livrc's wt'i-e 
^iwn to each youth wlio married before tlie age 
of twenty, and to each girl who married liefoiv the 
age of sixteen.' Tliis. wliieh wa.«t called the '• king's 
gift." was exfUisive of the dowry given liy Iiiin to 
every girl bnuight over by liis fmlei-!*. Tlie dowry 
varied gn>ntly in form and value; Ixit, aceonling 
to Mother Mary, it was sometimes a house with 
]irovi.-;ions for eight inontli.s. More often it was 
fifty livres in household supplies, besides a barrel 
or 'two of Sidled meat. The n.yal soli.-itii.le ex- 
tende<I also to the children of colonists already 
e-^tabli-ihed. " I pray yon," writes Colbert to 
Tahiu. •- to commend it to the consideration of the 
wholt- |)copie. that tbeir prosperity, their subsist- 
ence, and all that is dear to tbcin. <1e]H>nd on a 
general resolution, never to be d(']i:irted from, to 
marry yoiith< at eigiiUH-n or nineteen years and 
girN at fourteen or fifteen ; since abundance can 
nt'vcr couu- to tlicni except tin'ougb the abundance 
of men.'*- Tbis ihuuh'I wa-; followed by a]>pn(pri- 
■Mt' actiiin. Any I'aih-T of a family wIio, witiiont 
'Ii'iMiiig goixl cause, neglected to luarry Iiis cliil- 
dn-ri when they had n'arhi-il the ages of twenty 
jml "ixii-eii was rnn-.l;^ .-inil v;„h father thus de- 
Iji'iuent wa-' re(|uired to pn-ent biiu-elf every six 
niontli- to the hii-al :iuTlioritif'< to declan' wliat 
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reason, if any, he had for such delay.* Orders 
were iasued, a little before the arrival of the yearly 
ships from France, that all single men should marry 
within a fortnight after the landing of the prospec- 
tive brides. No mercy was shown to the obdurate 
bachelor. Talon issued an order forbidding mi- 
married men to hunt, fish, trade with the Indians, 
or go into the woods under any pretence whatso- 
ever.* In short, they were made as miserable aa- 
possible. Colbert goes further. He writes to the 
intendant, " those who may seem to have abso- 
lutely renounced marriage should be made to 
bear additional burdens, and be excluded from alL 
honors : it would be well even to add some marks^ 
of infamy."^ The success of these measures was- 
complete. " No sooner," says Mother Mary, " have 
the vessels arrived than the young men go to 
get wives; and, by reason of the great numbei- 
they are married by thirties at a time." Through-^ 
out the length and breadth of Canada, Hymen^ 

* RttgiMre du Conseil Souveratn. 

2 Taion an Ministre, 10 Oct., 1670. Colbert highly approves this order- 
Faillon found a case of its enforcement among the ancient rcconls of 
Montreal. In December, 1670, Francois I^ Noir, an inhabitant of L» 
Chine, was summoned before the judge, because, though a single man, he 
had traded with Indians at his own house. He confessed the fact, bufc 
protested that lie would marry within three weeks after the arriral o€ 
the vessels from France, or, failing to do so, that he would give a hundred 
and fifty livres to the church of Montreal, and an equal sum to the hos- 
pital. On this condition he was allowed to trade, but was still forbidden 
to go into the woods. The next year he kept his word, and married 
Mane Magdeleine Charbonnier, late of Paris. 

The prohibition to go into the woods was probably intended to prevent 
the bachelor from finding a temporary Indian substitute for a French wife. 

^ " II serait k propos de leur auginenter les charges, de les priver de 
tons honneurs, meme d'y ajouter quelque marque d'infamie." Lettre du 
20 Fev., 1668. 
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f not Cupid, was whipped into a frenzy of 
ictivity. DoUier de Gascon tells us of a widow 
vho was married afresh before her late husband 
s'VLs buried.' 

Nor was the fatherly care of the king confined 
o the humbler chusses of his colonists. lie wished 
o form a Canadian nohlessty to which end early 
narriages were thought needful among officers and 
»thcrs of the better sort. The progress of such 
narriages was carefully watched and reported by 
he intondant. We have seen the reward bestowed 
ti>on I^i Motte for taking to himself a wife, and 
he money set apart for the brother officers who 
initatud him. In his despatch of October, 1CC7, 
he iiitendant announces that two captains are 
Jreatly marrie<l to two damsels of the country ; 
hat a lieutenant has espoused a daughter of the 
:ovtTnor of Three Kivei-s; and that •' four ensigns 
.n» in tR'aty with their mistix»ssc»s, and are already 
lalf I'U'ragcMl/'- The paternal care of government, 
>ne would think, could scarcely go further. 

It ilid, however, go further. Bounties were 
^iTfrnl on chihiivn. The king, in counciK passed 
. (U'cri^e *' tliat in future all inhabitants of the said 
ountrv of C*anada who shall have livin«r children 
o till* number of ten, born in lawful wedlock, not 



I //f»'-Hrr r/n .\f.mtf^'il, A.I). 1071, Kn'i. 

• 'yiLitre en^fijriirj* •«uit on poiirparliT nroc Ipurw ninitro!»«#« et nont 
r}A k «U nil eiiieiiK*'*" If^/f'^'ftf «/« *J7 <A7., V'.tM. Thr liiMitetiaiit wai 
It-rH* (i.iiiliivr lit* VarvntK'n. wlio on tlio 'J^'itli St'pti'nilivr. 1(>m, ni.-irrii'il 
I.ir-f Il<iiii-lit*r. iI»iiKliti*r «if ilit' cuvvnior i>f Tlirve Hiwn, nijni tu* !rr *i*'ir». 
U\v III tlif i-liililrvn <•( (hin inurnaxe wau Varvnnet d« 1* VorenUr^e, 
i*(.xiverer of Uic Uui.k y Mountains. 
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being priests, monks, or nuns, shall each be paid 
out of the moneys sent by his Majesty to the said 
country a pension of three hundred livres a year, 
and those who shall have twelve children, a pension 
of four hundred livres; and that, to this effect, 
they shall be required to declare the number of 
their children every year in the months of June 
6r July to the intendant of justice, police, and 
finance, established in the said country, who, hav- 
ing verified the same, shall order the pajrment of 
said pensions, one-half in cash, and the other half 
at the end of each year." ^ This was applicable to 
all. Colbert had before offered a rew^ard, intended 
specially for the better class, of twelve hundred 
livres to those who had fifteen children, and eight 
hundred to those who had ten. 

These wise encouragements, as the worthy Fail- 
Ion Ccalls them, were crowned with the desired 
result. A despatch of Talon in 1670 informs the 
minister that most of the young women sent out 
last summer are pregnant already, and in 1671 he 
announces that from six hundred to seven hundred 
children have been born in the colony during the 
year; a prodigious number in view of the small 
population. The climate was supposed to be par- 
ticularly favorable to the health of women, which 

* Edit$ et Ordonnances, I. 67. It was thought at this time lh«t the 
Indians, uiingliMl with the French, might become a valuable part of tl'f 
population. The reproductive qualities of Indian women, therefore, 
became an object of Talon's attention, and he reports that thejimP*^^ 
their fertility by nursing their children longer than is necessary; "but, 
he adds, " this obstacle to the speedy building up of the colony cso be 
overcome by a police regulation." SUmoire sur VEiaA Pr^ed ** 
Canada, 16G7. 
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is somewhat surprising in view of recent American 
experience. ^^ The first reflection I have to make/' 
says DoUier de Casson, ^^ is on the advantage that 
women have in this place (Montreal) over men, 
for though the cold is very wholcsK>me to both 
sexes, it is incomparably more so to the female, 
who is almost immortal here/* Her fecundity 
matched her longevity, and was the admiration of 
Talon and his successors, accustomed as they were 
to the scanty families of France. 

Why with this great natural increase joined to 
an immigration which, though greatly diminishing, 
did not entirely cease, was there not a correspond- 
uig increase in the population of the colony ? Why, 
more than half a century after the king took 
Canada in charge, did the census show a total of 
less than twenty-five thousand souls ? The rea.sons 
will appear hereafter. 

It is a peculiarity of Canadian immigration, at 
thL*< its most flourishing epoch, that it wiis mainly 
an inunigration of single men and single women. 
The ciu*es in which entire families came over were 
comparatively few.* The new settler was found 

t Tli« principal emifrmtion of ftmilici Mfini to liar^tMi'ii in lOTi^ 
wlien, at Une ur^ti'iicy nf lulnn. tlien in Krantv, a c(*iiii*l«*ra)ii<' number 
«ffv M'ni out. In tlu* f:«riifr |K'rifKl t\.v ciniifriitian of Uniilit-* Him, ri'U- 
tnely. niurh irn-ntfr Tliu*. in \*''\4. tht* pliy»i«-'an ^iiffarii liroucltt over 
•even to |«<)|il« lilt Mfiitniury (»f ll4*au|H»rt. lUrUttv \*^i-i, wlicn I lie kinif 
iifiik iheLuloiiy in )t«n<l. tiiv i-niitjrani* wcri* fur iJie moil |mrt B|ipri*nti(tr<l 
Uborrni. 

J )ti* I4>aI with winch tlie kin^ fntfrd irit'f thf work of ■tffkinK tiif 
Ci«!<«r;\ II •iioiiii l>y nuiii^ « rit -• pii*!>a^'f« ih In* li-t*i '■, Hifl iImw f»f hts 
inin."ier. *'The cnil an<l it.i- rule of all yinr fihiliji i." »«y* t'ltWitrtU^ 
titr ii.>niUnt I(iitjti*r(iii(r. "•' ouiil \^ tin* ini n a»i- '4 t^<• fAnny , 
tuia putui juu •huuM fivit-r U; ■alitfiv'J, but Ubur w.ilti/ut 
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by the king ; sent over by the king ; and supplied 
by the king with a wife, a farm, and sometimes 
with a house. Well did Louis XIY. earn the title 
of Father of New France. But the royal zeal was 
spaamodic. The king was diverted to other cares, 
and soon after the outbreak of the Dutch war in 
1672 the regular despatch of emigrants to Canada 
wellnigh ceased; though the practice of disband- 
ing soldiers in the colony, givhig them lands, and 
turning them into settlers, was continued in some 
degree, even to the last. 

find every imaginable expedient for presenring the inhabitants, attracting- 
new ones, and multiplying them by marriage." Instruction pour i/» 
BoiOeroue, 1668. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

1 665-1 C72. 
THE NEW HOME. 

MlLITAKT FkOKTIEB. — TlIB CANADIAN SkTTLEH. — SbIONIOE AKD 
Va»?»AI. — KXAMI'LK OF TaI.ON. — 1*LA» OF SeTTLKHKNT. — At* 

ri.rr of Canada. — QrKBKC. — Tub Uivkb Sgttllmkxts. — 
Mo.sTBfe.AL. — Tub Pio.sblb». 

We have seen the settler hmded and married; 
\vX lis follow him to his new home. At the end of 
T;don's administnition, the hea<l of the oolonv, that 
is to siv the ishmd of ^Montreal and the borders of 
thr l{i<*heHeu, wa.s the S4»at of n |)ecuHar coloniza- 
tion, the chief object of which wa.s to protect the 
rest of Canada ajrainst Iroquois incursions. The 
binds alonnr the Richelieu, from its mouth to a point 
above riiamblv, were divi<led in lar«i:e sei«rniorial 
LMants amoiiiT several oflicers of the re^riment of 
^ari-iian, who in their turn granted out the land 
to tlic M)ldicrs, reserving a sullicient portion as 
tfieir own. The ollicer thus l)ecame a kind of 
feuibd <*hief, and the whole settlement a |HM*mani*nt 
luillfarv (*antonment admirablv suited to the object 
in\:e\v. The di>band(Ml soldier was pracli(*ally a 
Hibber still, but he was also a farmer and a land- 
bolder. 
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TaJon had recommended this plan as heing in 
accordance with the example of the Romans. '^ The 
pra<5tice of that politic and martial people," he 
wrote, " may, in my opinion, be wisely adopted in 
a country a thousand leagues distant from its 
monarch. And as the peace and harmony of peo- 
pies depend above all things on their fideUty to 
their sovereign, our first kings, better statesmen 
than is commonly supposed, introduced into newly 
conquered countries men of war, of approved trust, 
in order at once to hold the inhabitants to their 
duty Avithin, and repel the enemy from without." * \ 

The troops were accordingly discharged, and 
settled not alone on the Richelieu, but also along 
the St. Lawrence, between Lake St. Peter and 
Montreal, as well as at some other points. The 
Sulpitians, feudal owners of Montreal, adopted a 
similar policy, and surrounded their island with 
a border of fiefs large and small, granted partly to 
officers and partly to humbler settlers, bold, hardy, 
and practised in bush-fighting. Thus a line of 
sentinels was posted around their entire shore, 
ready to give the alarm whenever an enemy 
appeared. About Quebec the settlements, covered 
as they were by those above, were for the most 
part of a more pacific character. 

To return to the Richelieu. The towns and 
villages which have since grown upon its banks 
and along the adjacent shores of the St. Lawrence 
owe their names to these officers of Carignan, an- 
cient lords of the soil : Sorel, Chambly, Saint Ours, 

1 Projets de R^gUmens, 1667 (see Edits et Ordonnances, TL 29). 
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Contrecoeur, Varennes, Verclieres. Yet let it not 
he sllppo^<cd that villages sprang up at once. The 
military seignior, valiant and poor as Walter the 
Pcnnilos^y wa^ in no condition to work such niagic. 
IIL< {K'rsonal possessions usually consisted of little 
but his sword and the money which the king had 
paid him for marrying a wife. A domain varying 
from half- a league to six leagues in front on the 
river, and from half a league to two leagues in 
doptii, had been freely given him. When he had 
distributed a part of it in allotments to the soldiers, 
a varietv of tasks awaited him : to clear and culti- 
vato his land ; to build his seigniorial mansion, often 
a h»;r liut ; to build a fort ; to build a chajK^l; and 
to liuild a mill. To do all this at once was impos- 
sible. Chambly, the chief proprietor on the Riclie- 
licMi, was better able than the ot lid's to meet the 
exii:enry. He built himself a goo<l house, where, 
with lattle and sheep furnished by the king, he 
lived in reasonable comfort.* The king's fort, close 
at liamK >p:ired him and his tenants the necessity 
of buiMinjr one for themselves, and furnished, no 
iloiilit. a mill, a chapel, and a chaplain. His brother 
olli(<»r^. Sorel ex<*epted, were less fortunate. They 
;iiid tlieir tenants were forced to provide defence 
a> wrll as shelter. Their houses were all built 
tn;^r,.tln.|., jiinl surrounded by a palisade, so .is to 
form a little ftutilled village. The ever-active 
bmexolenre of the kin^ had aided theui in the 
ta.-k. lt»r tiie >oldiers were still maintained bv him 

1 /*■ . ♦. HI.- ...i .!/ ^''.'2 V -.. I'lT'J. Mativ lie i'liiiariiiiiiiin »pca> 
of tl.iM.* ulbLvr* uu ilir KiLliehvu ;&• ti<» /i^/ i/.i.'r j y <u. 
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while clearing the lands and building the houses 
destined to be their own ; nor was it till this work 
was done that the provident goyemment despatched 
them to Quebec with orders to bring back wives. 
The settler, thus lodged and wedded, was required 
on his part to aid in clearing lands for those who 
should come after him.^ 

It was chiefly in the more exposed parts of the 
colony, that the houses were gathered together in 
palisaded villages, thus forcing the settler to walk 
or paddle some distance to his farm. He natu- 
rally preferred to build when he could on the front 
of his farm itself, near the river, which supplied 
the place of a road. As the grants of land were 
very narrow, his house was not far from that of 
his next neiglibor, and thus a line of dwellings was 
ranged along the shore, forming what in local lan- 
guage was called a cotCj a use of the word peculiar 
to Canada, where it still prevails. 

The impoverished seignior rarely built a chapel. 
Most of the early Canadian churches were built 
with funds furnished by the seminaries of Quebec 
or of Montreal, aided by contributions of material 
and labor fi-om the parishioners.^ Meanwhile mass 
was said in some house of the neighborhood by 

^ ** Sa Majesty semble prdtendre faire la (l(^pensc entibre pour former 
le commenoenient des habitations par Tabattis du bois, la culture et 
scDieiu^ de deux arpens de terre, I'avance de quelques farinei« aux fa- 
milies venaiiles," etc., etc. Projtt* de li^'jUmius^ 1007. This applied lo 
civil and military settlors alike. The established settler was allowed four 
year? to clear two arpents of land for a new-comer. The soldiers were 
niaintnineil by the king during a year, while prefiaring their farms and 
liouses. Talon asks that two years more be given them. Talon era Roif, 
10 No*:., 1670. 

1 La Tour, Vie de Laval, chap. x. 
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a niuwionory priest, paddling his canoe from \illage 
to village, or from cote to cote. 

The mill ivas an object of the Inst importance. 
It was built of stone and pierced with loopholes, to 
serve as a bloi^khouse in case of attack. The 
great mill at Montreal was one of the chief de- 
fences of the place. It was at once the duty and 
the right of tlie seignior to supply his tenants, or 
rather va.*<sjils, with this essential requisite, and 
they on their part were required to grind their 
grain at his mill, leaving the fourteenth part in 
payment. But for many years there wius not a 
mjigniory in Canada, where this fraction would pay 
the waives of a miller ; and, except the ecclesiasti- 
cal <*orj>orations, there were few seigniors who 
cDuM pay the cost of building. The lii^st settlers 
w«»re usually force<l to grind for themselves after 
tlu* t4Mlious fasiiion of the Indians. 

Talnn, in his (*a parity of counsellor, friend, and 
fatluT to all Cauafla, arranged the new settlements 
n«'ar (iui'hft' in the manner whirh he ju<lged best, 
and which he uu.*ant to serve as an example to the 
r»"^t of tlio colonv. It was his aim to concentrate 
]M>|iMlation around this |)oint, so that, should an 
rni'iny appear, the sound of a canntm-sln)t from 
th«* Chati'au St. liouis might suunuon a numerous 
body ol dt'frndcM's t<f this the <'ommon point of 
n*ndi'/\nii<.* Ill* bought a trai't of laud m^ar 
(j:.<!mm\ laid it out. an«l srttled it as a modrl seign- 
iorv. Iiopiu^, i\< ln» >ay<, to kimlh» a spirit of emu- 
lation among tlir m-w-made sfiguitirs to whom he 
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had granted lands from the king. He also laid 
out at the royal cost three villages in the im- 
mediate neighborhood, planning them with great 
care, and peopling them parUy with famiUes newly 
arrived, partly w^ith soldiers, and partly with old 
settlers, in order that the new-comers might take 
[lessons from the experience of these veterans, 
l^hat each village might be complete in itself, 
he furnished it as well as he could with the need- 
ful carpenter, mason, blacksmith, and shoemaker. 
These inland villages, called respectively Bourg 
Royal, Bourg la Reine, and Bourg Talon, did not 
prove very thrifty.^ Wherever the settlers were 
allowed to choose for themselves, they ranged their 
dwellings along the watercourses. With the ex- 
ception of Talon's villages, one could have seen 
nearly every house in Canada, by paddling a canoe 
up the St. Lawrence and the Richelieu. The set- 
tlements formed long thin lines on the edges of the 
rivers; a convenient arrangement, but one very 
unfavorable to defence, to ecclesiastical control, and 
to strong government. The king soon discovered 
this ; and repeated orders were sent to concentrate 
the m habitants and form Canada into villages, 
instead of cotes. To do so would have involved a 
general revocation of grants and abandonment of 
houses and clearings, a measure too arbitrary and 
too wasteful, even for Louis XIV., and one ex- 
tremely diflficult to enforce. Canada persisted in 
attenuating herself, and the royal will was foiled. 

1 In 1G72, the king, as a mark of honor, attached these villages to 
Talun's seigniory. Documenu on Seigniorial Tenure. 
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As von nscondcd the St. Lawrence, the first 
harboring place of civilization was Tadoussac, at 
the mouth of the Saguenay, where the company 
had its trading station, where its agents ruled 
piiprcme, and where, in early summer, all was 
alive with canoes and wigwams, and troops of Mon- 
tngnais savages, bringing their furs to market. 
Ix»ave Tadoussac beliind, and, embarked in a sail- 
lM>at or a canoe, follow the northern coast. Far 
on the left, twenty miles away, the southern shore 
lies pale and dim, and mountain ranges wave their 
fniiit outline along the sky. You pass the beetling 
HH^ks of Mai Iky, a solitude but for the bark hut 
of some wandering Indian beneath the clilT; the 
ElMiuli'inents with their wild romantic gorge, and 
foaming waterfalls; and the Bay of »St. Paul with 
its broad vallev and its woody mountains, rich 
witli hidden stores of iron. Vast piles of savage 
vt-rduiv border the mi;rbtv stream, till at length 
tlu' mountain of Cape Tounuente upheaves its huge 
bulk fn>m the l)osom of the water, shadowed by 
lowi'ring clouds, and dark with forests. Just 
lK»yond, begin the settlements of Tjiival's vast 
.•M'iguiory of IJeaupre, which had not been for- 
^M)tti»n in the distribution of euiigrants, and which, 
in 1^11*17. contained more inhabitants than Quebec 
iisi»lf.* The rib))on of rich meadow land that bor- 
ders that beautiful shore, '.vas vellow with wheat 



' T\ c f'fnuii* "f I W»7 jriTi'ji to Qiiftivc only 4 1*< poiiU : Cut%* t\v Bfaupp**, 
fiVi. lU-.iii|Nirt. \'S** , l^liiiiil tif Ortfttiio. iVJ'i ; utiivr M*ltlfiiU'iil*i iiii'lmivJ 
uitil«-r till* i;iivfrniii«'iit of (^iu-Ut, l.nil ; (Viir ili* I.iiu/*'i) (Mnitli ^Imre), 
ll-{ Tt'ii* Kivit'rfii anil itn ilt'|K'n<ii>iii'ii'!*. tit'iii ; MoiitrtMl, T(i(i. liuth 
lWau|ini AoU Uiu U 'Orleans beluiigvU a( this tiiuc tu tli« biahop. 
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in harvest time, and on the woody slopes behmd, 
the frequent clearings and the solid little dwellings 
of logs continued for a long distance to relieve the 
sameness of the forest. After passing the cataract 
of Montmorenci, there was another settlement, 
much smaller, at Beauport, the seigniory of the 
ex-physician Giffard, one of the earliest proprietors 
in Canada. The neighboring shores of the island 
of Orleans were also edged with houses and clear- 
ings. The promontory of Quebec now towered 
full in sight, crowned with church, fort, chateau, 
convents, and seminary. There was little else on 
the rock. Priests, nuns, government officials, and 
soldiers, were the denizens of the Upper Town ; 
while commerce and the trades were cabined alono: 
the strand beneath.^ From the gallery of the 
chateau, you might toss a pebble far down on their 
shingled roofs. In the midst of them was the 
magazine of the company, with its two round 
towers and two projecting wings. It was here 
that all the beaver-skins of the colony were col- 
lected, assorted, and shipped for France. The so- 
called chateau St. Louis wjis an indifferent wooden 
structure planted on a site truly superb; above 
the Lower Town, above the river, above the ships, 
gazing abroad on a majestic panorama of waters, 
forests, and mountains.* Behind it was the area 
of the fort, of which it formed one side. The 

1 Accor«ling to Juchereau, tliere were seventy houses at Quebec about 
the time of Tracy 'e arrival. 

2 In lG«iO, an exact inventory was taken of the contents of the fort and 
chateau ; a bep:};arly account of rubbisli. The chateau was then a long 
low building roofed with shingles. 



ia66-7X] QUEBEC. 239 

governor lived in the chateau^ and soldiers were 
on gunni night and day in the fort. At some 
little distance wa.s the convent of the UrsuUnes, 
ugly but suhstantial/ where Mother Mary of the 
Incarnation ruled her pupils and her nuns; and 
a little further on, towanis the right, was the 
Il^tcl Dieu. Between them were the massive 
buihlings of the Jesuits, then as now facing the 
principal square. At one side was their church, 
newly finislie<l ; and opposite, across the square, 
stcMxI and still stands the great church of Notre 
Dame. Behind the church was Laval's seminary, 
with the extensive enclosures belonging to it. The 
9imrhfntssi'e or court-house, the tavern of one 
Jarqucs Boisdon on the square near the church, 
aufl a ivw houses along the line of what is now St. 
Louis Street, <'onii)risi»d nearly all the civil part 
of the Upper Town. Tiie ecclesiastical buildings 
were of stono, ami the church of Notre Dame and 
the Jrsuil C'ollejre were marvels of size and soUd- 
itv in view of the ])overtv and weakness of the 
colon v/'' 

PiorecMlinj? upwanl along the north shore of the 
St. L'lwrL'Uce, «)ue" found a cluster of houses at Cap 
Koiiu't*. an<K further on, the frequent rude begin- 
niii;:'< of a seigniory. The settlements thickened on 

' 'I lf"v in mi inifnivint; o** it in Abbt* (*iiii)(niin'i interentinfp 17^ <£t 
J/.Mir fi- ;'/i.#%rifMi/ ii»i. Ii wun liiirriftl m li'thl*. 

• "I" r ri'"t •i<-in' «if .Nil" If l>jiiii«» lU* (^ii«*Ih*c wnn Iniil in Si'|»t*'inlirr, 
1<'tT an 1 li«' tir«i ma-* ua*. kujii m it on tli«* ^4(li of IKm niitiiT. l(i«Vl). 
1 I.I •I'lc Mull* fi'ill rciiiNin H» |iiirt (if tin* |in'M-ii( iitriii-iiiri*. The Ji*»uit 
ill if i: I' M.m iiUit li«'jiiri ill I'>l«. Tlu* \knl\% ainl riNif' wcrt* tiiiialietl in 
1**4.1 I lit* ( liiirrlt I'll! Ill vrtirtJ With it, »iiii-e dvitrti^vvl, wut begun Iv 
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approaching Three Rivers, a fur-trading hamlet 
enclosed with a square palisade. Above this place, 
a line of incipient seigniories bordered the river, 
most of them granted to officers : Laubia, a captain; 
Labadie, a sergeant ; Moras, an ensign ; Berthier, 
a captain ; Raudin, an ensign ; La A^alterie, a lieu- 
tenant.^ Under their auspices, settlers, military 
and civOian, were ranging themselves along the 
shore, and ugly gaps in the forest thickly set with 
stumps bore witness to their toils. These settle- 
ments rapidly extended, till in a few years a chain 
of houses and clearings reached with little inter- 
ruption from Quebec to Montreal. Such was the 
fruit of Tracy's chastisement of the Mohawks, and 
the influx of immigrants that followed. 

As you approached Montreal, the fortified mill 
built by the Sulpitians at Point aux Trembles 
towered above the woods ; and soon after the newly 
built chapel of the Infant Jesus. More settlements 
followed, till at length the great fortiGed mill of 
Montreal rose in sight ; then the long row of com- 
pact wooden houses, the Hotel Dieu, and the rough 
masonry of the seminary of St. Sulpice. Beyond 
the town, the clearings continued at intervals till 
you reached Lake St. Louis, where young Cavelier 
de la Salle had laid out his seigniory of La Chine, 
and abandoned it to begin his hard career of west- 
em exploration. Above the island of Montreal, 



1 Documents on the Seigniorial Tenure ; Abstracts of Titles. Most of 
these grants, like those on the Richelieu, were made by Talon in 1672; 
but the land had, in many cases, been occupied and cleared in anticipation 
of tlie title. 
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the wilderness was broken only by a solitary trading 
station on the neighborinjjc Isle Pei*ot. 

Now cross I^ke St. Loiiis, shoot the rapids of 
1^1 Chine, and follow the southern shore downward. 
Here the seigniories of I^ngueuil, Boucherville, 
Varennes, Vereheres, and Contrecoeur were alremly 
iK'jriin. From the fort of Sorel one could visit the 
military seigniories along the Kiehelieu or descend 
towards Quebec, piu^sing on the way those of Lus- 
Mtudiere, Bei*ancour, Lotl)iniere, and others still in 
a shapeless infancy. Even far below Quel>ec, at 
St. Anne de la Poi-atieix?, Kiver Quelle, and other 
{Hjints, cabins and clearings greet eil the eye of the 
p;L«i<iii;r canoiMuan. 

Fur a vear ur two, the settler's initiation was a 
n>u;j:h one ; but when he had a few acres under 
tilla;^e he cuuld support himself and his family on 
tlic pn)dure, aideil by hunting, if he knew how to 
UM* a gun, and by the bountiful profusion of eels 
which the St. Ijiiwrence never failed to vield in 
their season, ami whicli, smoked or sidted, su]>plied 
hi- larder for months. In winter he hewed tind>er« 
siwril planks, or sj)lit sliiugles for the market of 
(^ih'Imt. obtaining in ri'turn suc*h necessaries as he 
P'ij.iirrd. With thrift and hanl work he was sure 
oi rniufort at last ; but the former haliits of the 
iiiibtarv >eitlcrs and of manv of the «»tliers were 
imt Iavoral»Ie to a routine of do«^;;ed industry. The 
>;iiUi-u«'-< :iud >oIitUfle of their \\r\\ lift* oftfu became 
iii«:itV<*i-al»|e : nor. mitrrird as tbcv had brt^n. was 
the dom(*^lic hearth likely to supply much ('(»u^ola- 
liun. Vet, thrifty or not, they multiplied apace. 

10 
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" A poor man," says Mother Mary, " will have eight 
chUdren and more, who run about m winter with 
bare heads and bare feet, and a little jacket on 
their backs, live on nothing but bread and eels, 
and on that grow fat and stout." With such treat- 
ment the weaker sort died ; but the strong sur- 
vived, and out of this rugged nursing sprang the 
hardy Canadian race of bush-rangers and bush- 
fighters. 



CHAPTER XV. 

1663-1763. 
CANADIAN FEUDALISM. 

Tb *^*ri i!rr4Tio!f of Frudaliam. — PBKCArTioKiL — FAirn akd IIoh* 
Ai;r. — Tub Skiokior. — Thk Ccx^itairb. — Kotal Ixtkbtbic* 
lum. — 'luK Gbsitilhomiib. — Cakadiam Koblbmb. 

Canadian society was beginning to form itself, 
(\T\t\ at its base was the feudal tenure. European 
fiMithilism was the indigenous and natural growth 
of political and social conditions which preceded it. 
( anadian feudalism was an olTshoot of the feudalism 
of Fnmce, mo<lilied bv the lapse of centuries, and 
furtiier modifieil bv the roval will. 

In France, as in the rest of Europe, the system 
had lost its vitality. The warrior-nobles who placed 
Hugh Capet on the throne, and began the feudal 
monarchy, formed an arist(H*nitic republic, and the 
kill'/ was (me of their number, whom thev chose to 
hi* tlu»ir cliic»f. Hut, through the struggles and 
vicissitudes of manv succMHMlin*' rei^^ns, rovaltv had 
waxiHJ jind oligarchy had waniMl. Tlw fact had 
I'banirod and the throrv had clianj^iMJ with it. The 
king, onre |M)werlcss among a host of turbulmt 
nobles, wius now a king indeed. Once a chief, 
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because his equals had made him so^ he was now 
the anointed of the Lord. This triumph of royalty 
had culminated in Louis XIV. The stormy ene^ 
gies and bold individualism of the old feudal nobles 
had ceased to exist. They who had held his pre- 
decessors in awe had become his obsequious ser- 
vants. He no longer feared his nobles ; he prized 
them as gorgeous decorations of his court, and 
satellites of his royal person. 

It was Richelieu who first planted feudalism in 
Canada.^ The king would preserve it there, because 
with its teeth drawn he was fond of it, and because, 
as the feudal tenure prevailed in Old Fnince, it 
was natural that it should prevail also in the New. 
But he continued as Richelieu had begun, and 
moulded it to the form that pleased him. Nothing 
was left which could threaten his absolute and 
undivided authority over the colony. In France, 
a multitude of privileges and prescriptions still 
clung, despite its fall, about the ancient ruling 
class. Few of these were allowed to cross the 
Atlantic, while the old, lingering abuses, which 
had made the system odious, were at the same 
time lopped away. Thus retrenched, Canadian 
feudalism was made to serve a double end; to 
produce a faint and harmless reflection of French 
aristocracy, and simply and practically to supply 
agencies for distributing land among the settlers. 

The nature of the precautions which it was held 
to require appear in the plan of administration 
which Talon and Tracy laid before the minister. 

^ By the cbjirtcr of the Company of the Hundred Associates, 1C27. 
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Tliey urge that, in view of the clistancc from 
Fnincc. t«pi»t'ial caro ought to ho taken to prevent 
clianges and revohitions, aristoeratie or otlierwise, 
in tlie colony, wlierehy in time sovereign jurisdic- 
tion** might grow up, as fonnerly occurred in 
various jiarts of France.* And. in respect to grants 
already made, an impiiry was onlered, to ascertain 
*• if seigniors in di.strihuting lands to their va.ssids 
have exacted any conditicnis injurious to the rights 
of the Cn)wn and the suhjection due solely to the 
king." In the same view the seignior was denied 
anv vo:r«» wh:itcv«»r in tin* direction of irovcrnmcMit ; 
and it is s<*arcely necessjiry to sjiy that the essen- 
tial feature of feudali.^^m in the day of its vitalitv, 

the nMiuirement of military service hv the lord 

I •• • 

from the vassjd, was utterly unknown in Canada. 
The n)yal governor called out the militia whenever 
he siw fit, and set over it what ollicers he pleased. 
Th«» seignior was usually the imme<]iate vassiil 
of the Crown, from which he had received iiis 
hind irnitiiitously. In a few cases, he made i'rant.s 
to other seigniors infen«)r in the ft»udal s<'ale, and 
they, his vassjils, gnintetl in turn to their vassds, 
the luihUnntswv cultivators of the soil.' Sometimes 

* i'.''i't *h rr'tUmrut fhil f-tr M \f #/#■ Ttnri/ rt Titum y-mr l*t jnitirr ft 
4.1 •/ •!• i' iiiiftt ti- h t'i'f tin t'lihiiiitt, ,/ntt. 14, I'li'iT. 

• Mo^t lit II «• •i-itni'irii • nt' ( ai'.ii'lu wi«n« oimiilo flrf* ; Imt tluTi* %irr«» 
•"■III* cVi-fpiiiMi^ In |ii7l. llii> kiiii; »« a ni.iik nf hiMinr In 'ralun. iti'i'IinI 
; • ••■i^ini'1% 1 >!-« l*lfi« in!i* u Iiaionv ; hihI it w.m!* ••him aftcrw.iril* iiia>it* 
an « jrl'l'iin. •■•■n'r' li; l«"i7»i. llii* •«ri::iiitirv i.f St L.tiiiri.t. mi \\.v i^laiiil 
i«t ( >rl«':iriB. o|ir«> ilu* |»ni(i«Tly iit' I.:i\:il. niiil ll.i-ii l-f!iiii::.iiu' In Kr.iiii-nit 
lltritifMil. ciMiiu illiir nf ll.i' kill;;. ua« i n*. lt-«l intn an iMiliin n Iti l<'i!^t. 
li r •rip.-iki'irv Iff rnriiii-wf, iH-lnii^inj in !{• mi l!iil>itii m. (-!if'« rihiT. wnt 

ni.lil<* « I'OPiliy 111 ITlNt. ihtif r>clUlli<*r.r* nil Uw i^iiutli •liii* nf till* St. 
I.ii«icii< I* wcri' tiiiitnl into tli«* li.tmiiy nt Li-n^iiviiii Sec* l*U|i(*n oQ 
tltr Kvuilai Triiun* iii CaiiaiU, Al>»iraet <>f Titiv*. 
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the habitant held directly of the Crown, in iirhidi 
case there was no step between the highest and 
lowest degrees of the feudal scale. The seignior 
held by the tenure of faith and homage, the halnr 
tant by the inferior tenure en cenaive. Faith and 
homage were rendered to the Crown or other 
feudal superior whenever the seigniory changed 
hands, or, in the case of seigniories held by co^ 
porations, after long stated intervals. The follow- 
ing is an example, drawn from the early days of the 
colony, of the performance of this ceremony by 
the owner of a fief to the seignior who had granted 
it to him. It is that of Jean Guion, vassal of Gif- 
fard, seignior of Beauport. The act recounts how, 
in presence of a notary, Guion presented himself 
at the principjil door of the manor-house of Beau- 
port ; how, having knocked, one Boulle, farmer of 
Giffard, opened the door, and in reply to Guion's 
question if the seignior was at home, replied that 
he was not, but that he, Boulle, was empowered 
to receive acknowledgments of faith and homage 
from the vassals in his name. " After the which 
reply," proceeds the act, " the said Guion, being 
at the principal door, placed himself on his knees 
on the ground, w^ith head bare, and without sword 
or spurs, and siiid three times these words : " Mon- 
sieur de Beauport, Monsieur de Beauport, Monsieur 
rle Beauport, I bring you the faith and homage 
Avhich I am bound to bring you on account of my 
fief Du Buisson, which I hold as a man of faith of 
your seigniory of Beauport, declaring that I offer 
to pay my seigniorial and feudal dues in their 
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8caJK)ny and demanding of you to accept me in 
fuitii and homage as aforesaid."^ 

Tlie following instance is the more common one 
of a seignior holding directly of the Crown. It is 
widely .•icpanited from the iirst in point of time, 
luiviii); oiTurrcd a vcar after the army of Wolfe 
entered Quebec. Philippe Noel had lately died, 
and Jean Noel, his son, inherited his seigniory of 
Tilly and Bonsecoui-s. To make the title good, 
faith and homage must be renewed. Jean Noel 
was under the bitter necessity of renderin;? this 
duty to CJenenil Murray, governor for the king of 
Great Hritain. The form is the siune as in the 
case of (luion, more than a century before. Not5l 
repairs to the (Jovernment House at Quebec, and 
kmx'ks at the <loor. A servant opens it. Noel 
a^ks if the {rovernor is there. The servant replies 
that he is. MiUTay, infonned of the visitor's object, 
ciiuu's to the door, and Noel then and there, *' with- 
out <\v<»r*l or spurs, with liare head, and one knee on 
tln» ^M'ound,'* repeats the acknowledgment of faith 
ant! lionia;re for his seigniory. lie was compelled, 
hnwt'Ver. to add a detested innovation, the tmth of 
lidellty to his Hrltaunic Majesty, coupled with a 
pletl^'e to keep his vassids in obedience to the new 
S4>ven'iirn.* 

« 

Tli«» sei^^'nior was a proprietor hohling that rela- 
tion to tlu* feudal superior which, in its pristine 

* F«'rl.inil. \ff'* «if» /• « /!*t/*f'*% ti*- S't*tr iKtm* #/• f^"/"'-*'. •*■■'• Tlii* 
«n« a f'.'f'fH ii''ifrp. a« ilioiiiii:'ii<il.f>l truiii n rif f u- .' , in w Inrlt jii<iirittl 

' S«v tfif :ii t in "' »#inj/ii.i,j» */. .Sk /*. //. ijiijntitain* , li'itt., f»r la Trnnrg 
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character, has been truly described as servile in 
form, proud and bold in spirit. But in Canada 
this bold spirit was very far from being strength- 
ened by the changes which the policy of the Crown 
had introduced into the system. Tht reservation 
of mines and minerals, oaks for the royal navy, 
roadways, and a site, if needed, for royal forts 
and magazines, had in it nothing extraordinary. 
The great difference between the position of the 
Canadian seignior and that of the vassal proprietor 
of the Middle Ages lay in the extent and nature 
of the control which the CroAvn and its officers 
held over him. A decree of the king, an edict of 
the council, or an ordinance of the intendant, 
might at any moment change old conditions, impose 
new ones, interfere between the lord of the manor 
and his grantees, and modify or annul his bargains, 
past or present. He was never sure whether or not 
the government would let him alone ; and against 
its most arbitrary intervention he had no remedy. 

One condition was imposed on him which may 
be said to form the distinctive feature of Canadian 
feudalism ; that of clearing his land within a limited 
time on pain of forfeiting it. The object was the 
excellent one of preventing the lands of the colony 
from lying waste. As the seignior was often the 
penniless owner of a domain three or four leagues 
wide and proportionably deep, he could not clear 
it all himself, and was therefore under the neces- 
sity of placing the greater part in the hands of 
those who could. But he was forbidden to sell 
any part of it \a hich he had not cleared. He must 
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grant it without price, on condition of a small per- 
petual rent; and this brings us to the cultivator of 
the soil, tiie ctnsitairey the broad base of the feudal 
pyramid.* 

Tlie tenure en censice by which the censitaire 
held of the seignior consisted in the obligation to 
make annual payments in money, produce, or both. 
In Canada these payments, known as cens et rente^ 
were strangely diverse in amount and kind ; but, 
in all the early period of the colony, they were 
almost ludicrously small. A connnon charge at 
Montival was half a sou ami half a pint of wheat 
for each aq)ent. The rate usually fluctuated in 
tlie early times between half a sou and two sous, 
so tiiat a fann of a hundred an<l sixty arpenta 
would pay from four to sixteen francs, of which a 
pjirl would be in money and the rest in live capons, 
wheat, eggs, or all three together, in pursuance of 
contnu'ts as amusing in their precision as they are 
bewildering in their variety. Live capons, esti- 

* Tl« irrraier part nf tlio (rrnntu made hy tlie oM rompnny of New 
Krnntv wrrt* rimuiuiMl hv the (*n>wii fur lU'^U'Ct to mviipy bikI impniT^ 
t*:i* laiiit. wliifli wan k"*"*^'*' "Ut aiiow iiiitler the niliiiini^trniiitii of Talon. 
Tlir niiwi rcniarkahle of tlii'«>i' forf«-it(Ml ^raiit<i i« that of tlie vH%t iliuiiain 
ti \jk Ciiirre larire enough for a kinf:iloin. I^aii^on. iiOrrwanU iiovcrnor, 
li.iil iili|iiiii«*«l It from the roin|iiiiiv, luit lunl failiMl to iiiipntvi* it. Two or 
t*int* •iil» trratilii which he hail nnnle fnini it were hrhl vuliil : the reit 
na* ri*ftiiiii'<l to the niyal iloiiuiin. On re|H*ateil iMvaxionn at lat«*r tlnrea. 
iii-L'liu'^'iit •rii!iiioni weri* thr«>aieii«M| with the Iohh of half or th«* whole of 
rii«*ir UimI aiitl various rH«r* art- ri'ronU'il in whirh the thrrat t<Ntk «-fT«'<'t. 
In 1741. an onlinanfi* of thr governor anil iniendant reiinittMl to thvroval 
iliifiiitin fcrvi-ni*^.'!! MMi»ni«»rlo'« nt one ^troko ; hut the fornii»r ownrr* wi»re 
ti'I'l that If within a v«*arth«*y i-h-.-ireil unil mMiIimI n rca'<'<>iHihh' part nf tho 
fiirli-i'f'l (•••t:it«'(i, tlu* tiiU'R fihoiihl l)e r«'«tiiri'i| to tli«-ni l\il f* ri fhfi„n- 
•■i«"«. II oVi. In the raM* of the tfif itnnt or rn,*it>tnr torfeitiiret fur 
Dei;l«cl lu improve the lain I and live on i( are very niinifroiu. 
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mated at twenty sous each, though sometimes not 
worth ten, form a conspicuous feature in these 
agreements, so that on pay-day the seignior's barn- 
yard presented an animated scene. Later in the 
history of the colony grants were at somewhat 
higher rates. Payment was commonly made on 
St. Martin's day, when there was a genend muster 
of tenants at the seigniorial mansion, with a pro- 
digious consumption of tobacco and a corresponding 
retail of neighborhood gossip, joined to the out- 
cries of the aiptive fowls bundled together for 
delivery, with legs tied, but throats at full liberty. 

A more considerable but a very uncertain source 
of income to the seignior were the lods et ventes, 
or muttxtion fines. The land of the censitaire 
passed freely to his heirs; but if he sold it, a 
twelfth part of the purchase-money must be paid 
to the seignior. The seignior, on his part, was 
equally liable to pay a mutation fine to his feudal 
superior if he sold his seigniory ; and for him the 
amount was larger, being a quints or a fifth of the 
price received, of which, however, the greater part 
was deducted for immediate payment. This heavy 
charge, constituting, as it did, a tax on all improve- 
ments, was a principal cause of the abolition of the 
feudal tenure in 1854. 

The obligation of clearing his land and living on 
it was laid on seignior and censitaire alike ; but 
the latter was under a variety of other obligations 
to the former, partly imposed by custom and partly 
established by agreement when the grant was 
nade. To grind his grain at the seignior's mill, 
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bnkc his bread in the seignior's oven, work for him 
one or more days in the year, and give him one 
fish in every eleven, for the privilege of fishing in 
the river before his farm; these were the most 
annoying of the conditions to which tlie ceiisitaire 
was liable. Few of them were enforced with much 
regularity. Tliat of baking in the seignior's oven 
was rarely carried into effect, though occasionally 
usi'd for purposes of extortion. It is here that the 
royal government appears in it*< true character, so 
far as i^oncems its relations with Canada, that of a 
well-meaning despotism. It continually intervened 
l>etween censitaire and seignior, on the principle 
that '' as his Majesty gives the land for nothing, he 
ran make what conditions he pleases, and change 
thi'Hi when he pleases." ^ These interventions 
Wi»re usuallv favonible to the venHitairc. On one 
o<va>iun an intendaiit reporte<l to the minister, 
that in his opinion all rents ought to be re<luced 
to one sou and one live capon for every arpent 
of fn>nt, equal in most cases to forty superficial 
aq>cnis.* Kvery thing, he remarks, ought to be 
l»n>uirhc down to the level of the first grants 
" made in days of innocence," a happy period 
whit'h lie does not attempt to define. The minister 
ri'plit's that the diversity of the rent is, in fact, 
vi'xatious. and that, for his part, he is <lisposed to 
aliolisli it altogether.' Neither lie nor the intond- 
ant gives the slightest hint of any coinpensiition 

* Tlii» i1iH*triiie i^ }au\ ilitwri in a letter of tlic Msirqiiiii dv lk*auliamois, 
|DT«mnr. til the iiiiniiiliT, ITot. 

^ I^f'fr «/(r fiiimhit, fiftr, tru Mittititrt, 10 \or., 1707. 
' i^tliw fir l^tiHchiittiuiH k liittitivt, lirt^ \\\ Jmin, I7<H. 
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to the seignior. Though these radical measures 
were not executed, many changes were decreed 
from time to time in the relations between seignior 
and censitaire, sometimes as a simple act of sover- 
eign power, and sometimes on the ground that the 
grants had been made with conditions not recog- 
nized by the Coutume de Paris. This was the 
code of law assigned to Canada ; but most of the 
contracts between seignior and censitaire had been 
agreed upon in good faith by men who knew as 
much of the Coutume de Paris as of the Capitula- 
ries of Charlemagne, and their conditions had 
remained in force unchallenged for generations. 
These interventions of government sometimes con- 
tradicted each other, and often proved a dead 
letter. They are more or less active through the 
whole period of the French rule. 

The seignior had judicial powers, which, how- 
ever, were carefullv curbed and controlled. His 
juris<liction, when exercised at all, extended in 
most cases onlv to trivial causes. He verv rarelv 
had a prison, and seems never to have abused it. 
Tlie dignity of a seigniorial gallows with high 
justice or jurisdiction over heinous offences was 
granted only in three or four instances.* 

Four arpents in front by forty in depth were 
the ordinary dimensions of a grant en censire. 
These ribbons of land, nearlv a mile and a half 
\ofOgj with one end on the river and the other on 



* Barn^w and r»«.«A were emprkwerv^l to «et up srallov* and piDorie!, 
^fckJi tkr arm* «>f the owner were affixed. See. for e3caaDple, the adicK 
Hit Baraaijr dea Idleta. 
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le uplands behind, usually combined the advan- 
iges of meadows for cultivation, and forests for 
mber and firewood. So long as the censitaire 
rought in on St. Martin's day his yearly capons 
lid his yearly handful of copper, his title against 
le seignior was perfect. There are farms in 
anada which have passed from father to son for 
^'o hundred years. The condition of the culti- 
ator was incomparably better than that of the 
n^nch peasant, crushed by taxes, and oppressed 
y feutlal bunlens far heavier than those of Canada. 
1 fact, the Canadian settler scorned the name of 
eiisant, and then, as now, wa.s always called the 
[ibitant. The government held him in wardship, 
atchetl over him, interfered with him, but did 
jt oppress him or allow others to oppress him. 
anada wit< not governed to the profit of a class, 
id if the king wished to create a Canadian noblesse 
t; took care that it should not bear hard on the 
iuntrv.' 

Uii'Ior a genuine feudalism, the ownership of 
nd ronferrcMl nobility; but all this was changed, 
hr kin;r and not the soil was now the parent of 
juor. France swarmed with landless nobles, while 
tiur'nr land-holders «rrew tlailv more numerous. 
1 C.iuada half tlit* sc»igniones wtTC in roturirr or 
i-lHMaii hands, and in course of time some of them 

I < Ml till* >rii;iiiiiri;il UMitirv. I hiivi* «*xMniiiU"l tlie wlmU* itf the niRna 
pji|i«"- |irinTi»l .It (liftiiiir t«):vii till* i|ii«*otiiin 'if its .-ilMilitimi n:i4 hikIlt 
H II*. I >n A ^TiMt ilr.il ill IcuaI n-M'»rrh :iiHi liMrnniL; w:i* tiicn 'Ifvoti'd 
till ku >•■«•■ t rill* iir^iiiiiriit lit' Mr. I>iinkiii in liv!i.«lf •»{ t\ v «fiL'>iior«, 

il i\ Ii«i--\;iliiiii* III .Ii|il:;t' I.;ifiiiil.iiiii>. :irc i-«|i»'ii.«I _v iii-trui:ivi". :i« it 

Ml Hi' I ii-ltM tfl i'>irri.'<iiM III' It-Ill V <»t' till* ^iiVt'Tiiiir* :iiiii iirfn>l.uitt« with 
k- ivutral gu«i'riiiiiL*iit. uu inatlvr* rvlatiii^ tu the K.'igiiiiiriai vvitviu. 
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came into possession of persons on very humble 
degrees of the social scale. A seigniory could be 
bought and sold, and a trader or a thrifty habitcad 
might, and often did become the buyer.^ If the 
Canadian noble was always a seignior, it is far from 
being true that the Canadian seignior was always 
a noble. 

In France, it will be remembered, nobility did 
not in itself imply a title. Besides its titled leaders, 
it had its rank and file, numerous enough to form 
a considerable army. Under the later Bourbons, 
the penniless young nobles were, in fact, enrolled 
into regiments, turbulent, difficult to control, obey- 
ing officers of high rank, but scorning all others, 
and conspicuous by a fiery and impetuous valor 
which on more than one occasion turned the tide 
of victory. The gentilhomme, or untitled noble, 
had a distinctive character of his own, gallant, 
punctilious, vain ; skilled in social and sometimes 
in literary and artistic accomplishments, but usually 
ignorant of most things except the handling of his 
rapier. Yet there were striking exceptions ; and 
to say of him, as has been said, that " he knew 
nothing but how to get himself killed," is hardly 
just to a body which has produced some of the 
best writers and thinkers of France. 

Sometimes the origin of his nobility was lost vn. 

> III 1712, the enj;liioor Catalopne made a rery lonp and elaborate re* 
port on the condition of Canada, with a full account of all the feijmion*' 
estate!*. Of ninety-one Heij^niories, fiefs, and baronies, described br l«i'"» 
ten helonjied to merchants, twelve to husluindmen, and two to masters oi 
small river craft. The rest belonjjed to reliifious corporations, meinl**^ 
of the council, judges, officials of the Crown, widows, and dischan;^ 
officers or their sons. 
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the miste of time ; sometimes he owed it to a patent 
from the king. In either case, the line of demarca- 
tion between him and the classes below him was 
IK'rfectly di.^^tinct; and in this lies an essential 
<niTerence between the French noblesse and the 
Knglish gentry, a class not separated from others 
by a definite barrier. The French nohlessej unlike 
tlic English gentry, constituted a caste. 

The fjentilhomme ha<l no vocation for emigrating. 
He liked the army and he liked the court. If he 
couhl not be of it, it was something to live in its 
shadow. Tlie life of a backwoods settler had no 
cliarm for him. lie was not used to tabor; and 
he could not trade, at least in retail, without l>e- 
(*omin<r liable to forfeit his nobilitv. When Talon 
<':inu' to Canada, there were l>ut four noble families 
in tlu' rolonv.* Youn;r noldes in abundance came 
out with Tracv ; but thev went home with him. 
When*, then, should be found the material of a 
<*:inadian nohhsse ? First, in the regiment of 
^'ariirnan, of which most of the oHicers were ye/i- 
ttlshninmvs ; secondly, in the issue of patents of 
nobility to a few of the more prominent colonists. 
Tr.iev asketl for four such patents ; Talon aske<l 
lt»r five niorc*:^ and such re<juests were ivpeated 
:il int«»rvals l»v sueeeedin;; iTovemors and intc^nd- 
ants, in behalf of tlio<e who had j^aincMl their favor 
l»v merit or otherwise. Monev smoothed the path 

' Talon. yf/.!tiftr %Hr r t'.t.tf fi'f'-nt tf'i < '.ih.m/.i, 1''.»".7. 'Mif faiitilii** of 
Ki;«ij!ijny. Tilly, rnlrrn-. :iii<i Ail «-li«iiil jippi- ir fn 1 i- iiir int 

• Trai'v'* riH|iu*fit H.ii» in U-I.nH' «»t" Mn'irilni . M»ni I i". Ari'r'jil. anj 
Jir' i-'i*iiii. Taliih's wan in U'liult ot (i«iiK-irii\ , \.v M<»jnif. Ui-nij-, Aniiol, 
•n<l Cuu lUrd. 
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to advancement, so far had noblesse already fallen 
from its old estate. Thus Jacques Le Ber, the 
merchant, who had long kept a shop at Montreal, 
got himself made a gentleman for six thousand 
livres.^ 

All Canada soon became infatuated with noblesse; 
and country and town, merchant and seignior, vied 
with each other for the quality of gentilhomm. 
If they could not get it, they often pretended to 
have it, and aped its ways with the zeal of Mon- 
sieur Jourdain himself. " Everybody here," writes 
the intendant Meules, " calls himself Esquire^ and 
ends with thinking himself a gentleman." Succes- 
sive intendants repeat this complaint. The case 
was worst with roturiers who had acquired seign- 
iories. Thus Noel Langlois was a good carpenter 
till he became owner of a seigniory, on which he 
grew lazy and affected to play the gentleman. 
The real gentilshommes^ as well as the spurious, 
had their full share of official stricture. The gov- 
ernor Denonville speaks of them thus: "Several 
of them have come out this year with their wives, 
who are very much cast down ; but they play the 
fine lady, nevertheless. I had much nither see 
good peasants ; it would be a pleasure to me to 
give aid to such, knowing, as I should, that within 
two }'ears their families would have the means of 
living at ease ; for it is certain that a peasant who 
can and will work is well off in this country, while 
our nobles with nothing to do can never be any 
thing but beggars. Still they ought not to be 

^ Fuillon, Vit de MademoiseUe Le Ber, 825. 
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driven off or abandoned. The question is how to 
maintain them.*' ^ 

Tlie intendant Diichesneau writes to the same 
effect : " Many of our (jentUshovimeSy officers, and 
other owners of seigniories, lead what in France is 
called the life of a country gentleman, and spend 
most of their time in hunting and fishing. As 
their requirements in food and clothing are greater 
than those of the mwi^XQ habitants ^oxiii as they do 
not devote themselves to improving their land, 
they mix themselves up in trade, run in debt on 
all hands, incite their \{n\\vxhahitnntsXorM\\^ii} the 
wooils, and send their own children there to trade 
for furs in the Indian villages and in the depths of 
the forest, in spite of the piX)hibition of his Majesty. 
Yet, with all this, they are in miseni])Ie i)overty."* 

Their condition, indeed, was often deplorable. 

** It IS pitiful," says the intendant Champiguy, ** to 

s<*e their childi-en, of wliich they have great num- 

Ikts. passing all summer with nothing on them 

l>ut a shirt, and their wives and daughters working 

in the fields."^ In another letter he asks aid from 

the king for Repentigny with his thirteen children, 

and for Tilly with his fifteen. *' We must give 

ihcm s<mie corn at once," he savs, '• or thev will 

starve.'** Thesi» were two of the original four 

iiolih* families of Canada. The familv of Aillebout, 

another of the four, is doscrilMMl as equally dcsti- 

lulc. " Pride and sloth," sivs the same intendant, 

' I^tttf df liHihf*n*ttH tin Mtnisirr, lt> ,V,,f' . Ifl7'». 
> ijfttff f/(f f'futmf'fnif au .l/*»«i«/ir, 'Jii .|.*ii/, l«irt7. 

17 
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" are the great faults of the people of Canada, and 
especially of the nobles and those who pretend to 
be such. I pray you grant no more letters of 
nobility, unless you want to multiply beggars."* 
The governor Denonville is still more emphatic: 
" Above all things, monseigneur, permit me to say 
that the nobles of this new country are every thiflg 
that is most beggarly, and that to increase their 
number is to increase the number of do-nothingB. 
A new country requires hard workers, who will 
handle the axe and mattock. The sons of oar 
councillors are no more industrious than the nobles; 
and their only resource is to take to the woods, 
trade a little with the Indians, and, for the most 
part, fall into the disorders of which I have bad 
the honor to inform you. I shall use all possible 
means to induce them to engage in regular com- 
merce ; but as our nobles and councillors are all 
very poor and weighed down with debt, they could 
not get credit for a single crown piece."* "Two 
days ago," he writes in another letter, " Monsieur 
de Saint-Ours, a gentleman of Dauphiny, came to 
me to ask leave to go back to France in search of 
bread. He says that he will put his ten children 
into the charge of any who will give them a living, 
and that he himself will go into the army again. 
His wife and he are in despair ; and yet they do 
what they can. I have seen two of his girls reaping 
grain and holding the plough. Other families are 

1 M/moire instructif sur U Canada, joint h la lettre dtM.de Ckamfi^'* 
10 A/ay. 16yl. 

' Lettre de Denonville au Ministre, 18 Nov,, 1686. 



1663-1763.] CANADIAN NOBLESSE. 259 

in the same condition. They come to me with tears 
in their eyes. AH our married officers are beggars ; 
and I entreat you to si'nd them aid. There is neecl 
tiiat the king should provide support for their chil- 
dren, or else they will be tempted to go over to the 
Kn-rli*i||." * A^^ain he writes that the sons of the 
n)..n(*ilh)r D'Amours have been arrested as coureurs 
dt hfiiJi. or outlaws in the bush ; and tliat if the 
minister does not do something to help them, there 
is <!an/iT that i\\\ the sons of the noblesse^ real or 
pretended, will turn bandits, since they have no 
other means of living. 

The king, <lispensi»r of charity for all Canada, 
came pn)!iiptly to the ivs(*ue. lie granted an alms 
of a himdriMl crowns to ea(*h family, coupled with 
a warning to the recipients of his bountv that 
"thisr misi»rv proceeds from their ambition to live 
as ju*rsons of (juality and without labor.'"- At the 
8iime time, the minister announced that no more 
hfftei*^ of nobility would be granted in Canada; 
ttddin,:. " to relieve the countrv of some of the 
cbibhvn of those who are reallv nol)le, I send vou 
iffo' fjttnrnftr) six commissicms of Gardes de la 
Mnnn»\ and rc<*ommend vou to take care not to 
pive them to any who are not a(*tually fjentUs^ 
h*iwiini<y The Gnrdi' dr hi Marine answeivd to 
thr midshipman of the Kuglish or American s4*rvi«M\ 
A-* tlie >i.\ (MniimissioiH (Miuld brinir littb» relief to 
the erowd of needv voutbs. it was further ordained 

' /** "" li^ J*rtionr,if an .\tini%tif, 10 .V-"*., 1»»N» (( 'iiniU*n«fil in tlio 
trai)«lati(in ) 

• Alt*!rai*t i'f Oi'imriviPf'* I^'ttiTS. ninl nf ihi* Miiii!»tt'r*» An^wvrt, in 
.V )'. CJvniai Imjcm . IX. iilT. Ul5. 
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that sons of nobles or persons living as such should 
be enrolled into companies at eight sous a day for 
those who should best conduct themselves, and six 
sous a day for the others. Nobles in Canada were 
also permitted to trade, even at retail, without 
derogating from their rank.^ 

They had already assumed this right, without 
waiting for the royal license ; but thus far it had 
profited them little. The gentilhomme was not a 
good shopkeeper, nor, as a rule, was the shop- 
keeper's vocation very lucrative in Canada. The 
domestic trade of the colony was small ; and all 
trade was exposed to such vicissitudes from the 
intervention of intendants, ministers, and councils, 
that at one time it was almost banished. At best, 
it was carried on under conditions auspicious to a 
favored few and withering to the rest. Even when 
most willing to work, the position of the gentil- 
homme was a painful one. Unless he could gaii^ 
a post under the Crown, which was rarely the ca^* 
he was as complete a political cipher as tb^ 
meanest hahitant. His rents were practical^} 
nothing, and he had no capital to improve h^^ 
seigniorial estate. By a peasant's work he coii^^ 
gain a peasant's living, and this was all. Tl^ 
prospect was not inspiring. Ilis long initiation cJ 
misery was the natural result of his position arm 
surroundings ; and it is no matter of wonder thc^ 
he threw himself into the only field of actic^ 
which in time of peace was open to him. It w 
trade, but trade seasoned by adventure and 

1 Lettre de MeuUs au Ministre, 1686. 
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nobled by danger ; defiant of edict and ordinance^ 
outlawed, conducted in arms among forests and 
savages, — in short, it was the Western fur trade. 
The tyro was likely to fail in it at first, but time 
and experience formed him to the work. On the 
(■reat Lakes, in the wa.stes of the Northwest, on 
the Mi&sissippi and the plains beyond, we find the 
roving gentilhommej chief of a gang of bush- 
rangers, often his own habitants ; sometimes pro- 
scribed by the government, sometimes leagued in 
contraband trailic with \\b highest officials, a hardy 
vidette of civilization, tracing unknown streams, 
piercing unknown forests, trading* fighting, nego- 
tiating« and building forts. Again we find him on 
the shores of Acadia or Maine, surrounded by 
Indian retainers, a menace and a terror to the 
ni*i*rlil>oring English colonist. Saint-C\tstin, I)u 
Lhut. \a Durantaye, I^ii Salle, La Motte-Cadillac, 
IlxTville, Bienville, Li Vcivndrye, are names that 
stand conspicuous on tlie piige of half-savage 
HHuance that refreshes the hard and practical 
annaN of American colonization. But a more 8ul>- 
stantial di»bt is due to thuir memory. It was they, 
and such as they, who discovered the Ohio, ex- 
pltiHMl the Mississippi to its mouth, discoyere<l the 
lltM'ky Mountains, and founded Detroit, St. I^uis, 
and Nrw Orleans. 

Kvi*n in his earliest <lay, the fjentilhonnne was 
not always in the evil plijrht wIuti' we liave fouml 
liiiu. There wrre a few rx<*i*pti<»n-5 to tlu' «rt'U(M*:d 
iiii<i*ry, and tho chief (iinon^^ tliciu is tliat ut' the 
Ix* Moynes of Montreal. Chark's I/e Mo\ m», .^on 
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of an innkeeper of Dieppe and founder of a family 
the most truly eminent in Canada, was a man of 
sterling qualities who had been long enough in the 
colony to learn how to live there.^ Others learned 
the same lesson at a later day, adapted themselves 
to soil and situation, took root, grew, and became 
more Canadian than French. As population in- 
creased, their seigniories began to yield appreciable 
returns, and their reserved domains became worth 
cultivating. A future dawned upon them; they 
saw in hope their names, their seigniorial estates, 
their manor-houses, their tenantry, passing to their 
children and their children's children. The beg- 
gared noble of the early time became a sturdy 
country gentleman ; poor, but not wretched ; igno- 
rant of books, except possibly a few scraps of 
rusty Latin picked up in a Jesuit school ; hardy as 
the hanliest woodsman, yet never forgetting his 
quality of gentilhomme ; scrupulously wearing its 
badge, the sword, and copying as well as he could 
the fashions of the court, which glowed on his 
vision across the sea in all the effulgence of Ver- 
sailles, and beamed with reflected ray from the 
chateau of Quebec. He was at home among his 
tenants, at home among the Indians, and never 
more at home than when, a gun in his hand and a 
crucifix on his breast, he took the war-path with a 

* Bertholot, proprietor of the comi€ of St. I^urent, and Robineau, of 
the bnrony of l*ortneuf, may also he mentioned as exceptionally pros- 
pen>U8. Of the younger Charies I^ Moyne, afterwards Baron de I-Kin- 
gueuil, Frmtenac the governor says, "son fort et sa niaison nous 
dimnent une idiH? des chateaux de France fortifiez." His fort was of 
•tone and Hanked with four towers. It was nearly opposite Montreal, on 
**^ south sliore. 



17W.] 



CANADIAN NOBLESSE. 



263 



crew of piunted savages and Frenchmen almost as 
wild, and pounced like a lynx from the forest on 
some lonely farm or outlying hnmlct of New 
England. How New England hated him, let her 
records tell. The reddest blood streaks on her old 
annals mark the track of the Canadian gentil" 

hofHfM. 




CHAPTER XVI. 

1663-1763. 
THE RULERS OF CANADA. 

Katubb op thb Government. — The Gotbrkor. — The CouHcnH-* 
Courts and Jodges. — The Intendakt. — His Grietasce*.— 
Strong Government. — Sedition and Blaspuemt. — Boial 
Bounty. — Depegts and Abuses. 

The government of Canada was formed in its 
chief features after the government of a French 
province. Throughout France the past and the 
present stood side by side. The kingdom had a 
double administration; or rather, the shadow of 
the old administration and the substance of the 
new. The government of provinces had long 
been held by the high nobles, often kindred to the 
Crown ; and hence, in former times, great perils 
had arisen, amounting during the civil wars to the 
danger of dismemberment. The high nobles were 
still governors of provinces; but here, as e\^' 
where, they had ceased to be dangerous. Titles, 
honors, and ceremonial they had in abundance; 
but they were deprived of real power. Glo.^ 
beside them was the royal intendant, an obscure 
figure, lost amid the vainglories of the feudal 
sunset, but in the name of the king holding the 
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reins of govemment ; a check and a spy on his 
gorgeous colleague. He was the king's agent: of 
modest birtli, springing from the legal cla^is ; owing 
his present to the king, and dependent on him for 
his future ; learned in the law and trained to ad- 
ministration. It was by such instruments that the 
powerful centralization of the monarchy enforced 
itself throughout the kingdom, and, penetrating 
beneath the crust of old prescriptions, supplanted 
without seeming to supplant them. The courtier 
noble looked down in the pride of rank on the busy 
man in black at his side ; but this man in black, with 
the troop of officials at his beck, controlled finance, 
the royal courts, public works, and all the admin- 
istrative business of tlie province. 

The governor-general and the intendant of 
Canada answered to those of a French province. 
The governor, excepting in the earliest periwl of 
the colony, was a military noble; in most cases 
bearing a title and sometimes of high rank. The 
intendant^ as in France, was usually drawn from 
the yens de robcj or legal class.* The mutual rela- 
tions of the two officers were modified by the 
circumstances about them. The governor was 
superior in rank to the intendant ; he commanded 
the troops, conducted relations with foreign colo- 
nies and Indian tribes, and took prece^lence on all 
occasions of ceremony. Unlike a provincial gov- 



' Tlie goremor wu itj-lo*! in hi* commifivion. Gourrrn^nr ft IMuUnani- 
^/'^/ro/ 0n ^ '•iii'irf'i, Arinitf, /jiiV tU T*TTfn»ur^, fi aufrea fiti* th .'ii Fr*inr9 
iy*f^0ntnutHite: aiiiI Hie ilitfflillint, httrmltiul d* inJM^tirr^ /\Jirf,ft A'lniinrrf 
«• t'amada, Aeatite, Ttrrtt^uvt, tt autrta fMijf* dt la Fiuhct ^*f*i<ntnot»ai€. 
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emor in France, he had great and substantial 
power. The king and the minister, his scde 
masters, were a thousand leagues distant, and he 
controlled the whole military force. If he abused 
his position, there was no remedy but in appeal to 
the court, which alone could hold him in check. 
There were local governors at Montreal and Three 
Rivers ; but their power was carefully curbed, and 
they were forbidden to fine or imprison any person 
without authority from Quebec.^ 

The intendant was virtually a spy on the gov- 
ernor-general, of whose proceedings and of every 
thing else that took place he was required to make 
report. Every year he wrote to the minister of 
state, one, two, three, or four letters, often forty or 
fifty pages long, filled with the secrets of the colony, 
politiad and personal, great and small, set forth with 
a minuteness often interesting, often instructive, 
and often excessively tedious.^ The governor, too, 
wrote lettera of pitiless length; and each of the 
colleagues was jealous of the letters of the other. 
In truth, their relations to each other were so criti- 
cal, and ])erfect harmony so rare, that they might 
almost be described as natural enemies. The 
court, it is certain, did not desire their perfect 
accord ; nor, on the other hand, did it wish them 
to quarrel : it aimed to keep them on such terms 

* The Sulpitinn Foipniors of Montreal claimed the ripht of appointing 
th#»ir own lm»nl governor. This was denied by the court, and the ex- 
cellent Siilpitian jjovernor, Maisonneuve, wa« removed br De Tracy, to 
die in patient obscurity at Paris. Some concessions were afterwards 
■uule in favor of the Sulpitian claims. 

^ 1 Uave careAilly read about two thousand pages of these letters. 



168S-1788.] THE COUNCIL. 267 

that, without deranging the machinery of admin- 
istration, each should I>e a check on the other.^ 

The governor, the intendant, and the supreme 
council or court, were absolute masters of Canada 
under the plea^^ure of the king. Ix'gislative, judi- 
cial, and executive power, all centred in them. 
We have seen already the very unpnmiising be- 
ginnings of the supreme council. It had con.si8ted 
at first of the governor, the bishop, and five coun- 
cillors rhosen by them. The intendant was soon 
ndiied to fonn the ruling triumvirate ; but the 
apiM)intment of the councillors, the occasion of so 
many quarrels, was afterwanls exercised by the 
king himself.* Even the name of the council 
underwent a change in the interest of his autoc- 
raev, and he commanded that it should no lon^^er 
Ih» <*nlled the Sitprc^fte, ])ut only the i>vj)vrior 
Uouncil. The same chang(» had just ])ccn imposed 
[)n all the high tri])unals of France.' Under the 
diadow of the Jhur-de-lisj the king alone was to 
lie supivme. 

In ITiT'"), the number of councilloi-s was increased 
to seven, and in 170^* it was agjiin increased to 
twelve ; but the character of the council or court 

1 Till* i;(»vvnior nnd intomlnnt iimile frcqiK'nt apiivnlii to t\w (*ourt to 
■i-ttif •}Ui-«n(in« ari«iiii! iK'twci'it ilifiii. Sf%oral tif iIicm' upiK'nU arc pri** 
«rii-«l. The kinu wntti* n'plifn mi the iiiiirf^in of tbi* ]mi|ht, but tliojr 
>i-rr ifiiiilly tiMi run Hiiil gtMiiTiil to itHtii^fy I'iilicr party. 

- t *^ •ttnitmn »Ih li'H tin \i\wr Juin, \1\V.\. .\p{MiinillU*nt« HtTT Itia'U' \*j 
*>f kifi;; ninnv vi*ar^ rsiilirr. A*< t)ii'\ Mrn* alw:iv«i iti:iilt' <»it tlir r«'t mn- 

• • * ■ 

iii-fMl itiikfi 'it i}u' ^'<ivi>rniti mill iiitiMiiimit. lliv pra«*ii«-.-il itli'i I nt't! v cli.itico 
• a« tiii-n-ly to ex<'Iii'i«' tlic bjoliop iVoiii a ••haro in tiicin. The Wr«t 
fi t'a ( 'iiiii|4iiiy inuilf tlu* noiiiiiialioiiit iliiriii^' tlu' tiMi yi-art of il» a»- 
rn-l.iiirv. 

• l'lii*rue1, Ailminiftnition Monnrrhit^Hr en Franrt, II. 100. 
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remained the same. It issued decrees for the civil, 
commercial, and financial government of the col- 
ony, and gave judgment in civil and criminal causes 
according to the royal ordinances and the Coutum 
de Paris. It exercised also the function of reg- 
istration borrowed from the parliament of Paris. 
That body, it will be remembered, had no analogy 
whatever with the English parliament. Its ordi- 
nary functions were not legislative, but judicial; 
and it was composed of judges hereditary under 
certain conditions. Nevertheless, it had long acted 
as a check on the royal power through its right of 
registration. No royal edict had the force of law 
till entered upon its books, and this custom had 
so deep a root in the monarchical constitution of 
France, that even Louis XIV., in the flush of his 
power, did not attempt to abolish it. He did better; 
he ordered his decrees to be registered, and the 
humbled parliament submissively obeyed. In like 
manner all edicts, ordinances, or declarations re- 
lating to Canada wQre entered on the registers of 
the superior council at Quebec. The order of reg- 
istration was commonly affixed to the edict or other 
mandate, and nobody dreamed of disobeying it.^ 

The council or court had its attorney-general, 
w^ho heard complaints and brought them before 
the tribunal if he thought necessary; its secre- 
tary, who kept its registers, and its huissiers or 
attendant officers. It sat once a week ; and, though 

1 Many general edicts relating to the Tt^hole kingdom are aUo regis- 
tered on the lN)ok8 of the council, but the practice in this respect was bjr 
no means uniform. 
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it was the highest court of appeal, it exercised at 
first original jurisdiction in very trivial cases.* It 
was enipowere<l to establish subordinate courts or 
judges throughout the colony. Besides these there 
was a jutlge appointe<l by the king for each of the 
three districts into which Canada was divided, those 
of Quebec, Three Rivers, and Montreal. To each 
of the tliree royal judges were joined a clerk and 
an attoniey-genend under the sujKJrvision and con- 
trol of the attorney-genePtd of the superior court, to 
which tribunal appeal lay from all the subonlinate 
jiirisdiftions. Tin* jurisdiction of the seigniors within 
their own limits has already been mentioned. They 
were entitled by the terms of their grants to the ex- 
ercise of •• high, middle, and low justice ; " but most 
of theui were practically restricted to the la.st of 
the thrive, that is, to petty disputes between the 
hnhUnna, involving not nu)re than sixty sous, or 
offi'urcs for whicli the tine did not exceed ten sous.* 
Thus limitiHl, their judgments were often useful 
in siiving time, tmuble, au<l money to tlie dispu- 
tant'*. The <*orporate si»igniors of Montreal long 
rontiiuKMl to holtl a feudal court in form, with at- 
ioniev-g<»nenil. clerk, and httlsslir ; but very few 
iithfr si»iir!iiors were in a condition to imitate them. 
Addfil to all those tribunals was the l>ishop's court 
ill (^lU'bi'c to try (*auses held to be within the prov- 
ince of the church. 

' S*-** tlie H*i'*''rt tin f.inwil Suit^.irnr, jtrv3eTV(^\ at Q'loTtO^*. B«- 
tw«N II !•••• : ■n.i l'.7i arc m iiiuhitii>U' of j I'lKiiuMits on in.iti(>r» ^tvaI niiii 
ittmH . (r«fiii iiiiir Irr. ra|N*. nitd iritiiiitic'iilt*. down to {M'tiv inii!inniV9, inb- 
UeliAvtor i>f MTVniitg, mtn\ th^imlvn nhoiit the pru'v of a »uw. 

• Ouutrv i-t Larvuii, JJi»U'irt dn Oiuit CannJitn, 1^. 
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The office of judge in Canada was no sinecure. 
The people were of a litigious disposition, partly 
from theu' Norman blood, partly perliaps from the 
idleness of the long and tedious winter, which gave 
full leisure for gossip and quarrel, and partly from 
the very imperfect manner in which titles had been 
drawn and the boundaries of grants marked out, 
whence ensued disputes without end between 
neighbor and neighbor. 

" 1 will not say," writes the satirical La Hontan, 
" that Justice is more chaste and disinterested here 
than in France ; but, at least, if she is sold, she is 
sold cheaper. We do not pass through the clutches 
of advocates, the talons of attorneys, and the claws 
of clerks. These vermin do not infest Canada yet. 
Everybody pleads his own cause. Our Themis is 
prompt, and she does not bristle with fees, costs, and 
charges. The judges have only four hundred francs 
a year, a great temptation to look for law in the 
bottom of the suitor's purse. Four hundred francs! 
Not enough to buy a cap and go^vn, so these gentry 
never wear them." ^ 

Thus far La Hontan. Now let us hear the king 
himself. " The greatest disorder which ha^^ hith- 
erto existed in Canada," writes Louis XIV. to 
the intendant Meules, " has come from the small 
degree of liberty which the officers of justice have 
had in the discharge of their duties, by reason of 
the violence to which they have been subjected, 
and the part they have been obliged to tiike in the 

1 Jal Hontan, I. 21 (ed. 1705). In some editions, the above ii ^^' 
pressed iu different language. 
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continual quarrels between the governor and the 
intiMidant ; insomuch that justice having been ad- 
iiiinu«tered by cabtd and animosity, the inhabitants 
have hitherto been far from the tranquillity and 
re{K)<e which amnot be found in a place whero 
everybody is compelled to take side with one 
party or another."* 

Nevertheless, on ordinary local questions be- 
tween the fuihitants, justice seems to have been 
administered on the whole fairly ; and judges of 
all };nides often interposed in their persomd ca- 
p;icity to bring parties to an agreement without a 
trial. From head to foot, the government kept its 
attitude of paternity. 

Ili*yon<l and al>ove all the regular tribunals, be- 
voml antl above the council itself, wjis the inde- 
j>on«lent jurisdiction lodged in the person of the 
kin«r*s man, the intendant. His commission em- 
|xiwL*retl him, if he saw fit, to call any cause what- 
ever la^fore himself for judgment ; and he judged 
exclusively the cases which concerned the king, 
and those involving the relations of seignior and 
va.vsd." lie ap|)ointed subordinate judges, from 
whom there was api)eal to him ; but from his 
dcfi^ions, as well as from those of the superior 
cuun<*iK tliere was no appeal but to the king in his 
council of state. 

On anv Mondav momin^r one wouM have found 
the su|)erior council in session in the antechamber 

* /•.•'rHT/i'-m ti'i /I'.i^f fwtnr If Sienr iff MmUn, 1»'»S2. 

> Sre (Ih,* coniiui«»iunt uf variuiu iuiviidiint*, in Edit* *l OrJonmiftct$ 

m. 
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of the governor's apartment, at the Chateau St 
Louis. The members sat at a round table. At the 
head was the governor, with the bishop on his right, 
and the intendant on his left. The councillors sat 
in the order of their appointment, and the attor- 
ney-general also had his place at the board. As 
La Hontan says, they were not in judicial robes, 
but in their ordinary dress, and all but the bishop 
wore swords.* The want of the cap and gown 
greatly disturbed the intendant Meules, and he begs 
the minister to consider how important it is that 
the councillors, in order to inspire respect, should 
appear in public in long black robes, which on 
occasions of ceremony they, should exchange for 
robes of red. lie thinks that the principal persons 
of the colony would thus be induced to train up 
tlieir children to so enviable a dignity ; " and," he 
concludes, " as none of the councillors can afford 
to buy red robes, I hope that the king will vouch- 
safe to send out nine such. As for the black robes, 
they can furnish those themselves."* The king 
did not respond, and the nine robes never arrived. 
The official dignity of the council was sometimes 
exposed to trials against which even red gowns 
might have proved an insufficient protection. The 
same intendant urges that the tribunal- ought to be 
provided immediately ^vith a house of its own. 
^' It is not decent," he says, " that it should sit 
in the governor s antechamber any longer. His 
guards and valets make such a noise, that we can- 

i Compare La Poteric, I. 260, and La Toar, V7e de Laval, Lit. VLL 
< MtMla OM MiniUrt, 28 Stpi., 1685. 
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not hear each other 9peak. I have continually to 
tell them to keep quiet, which causes them to 
make a thousand jokes at the councillors as they 
pass in and out."* As the governor and the 
ct)uncil were often on ill terms, the official head of 
the colony could not always be trusted to keep his 
attendants on their good behavior. The minister 
li.^ilened to the complaint of Meules, and adopted 
his suggestion that the government should buy the 
old brewery of Talon, a large structure of mingled 
timber and masonrv on the ])anks of the St. 
t'harles. It was at an easy distance from the 
chateau ; jiassing the Hotel Dieu and descending 
tlu* ro<*k, one reached it bv a walk of a few 
minutes. It was accordingly repaired, partly 
rebuilt, and fitted up to serve the double purpose 
i»f a bxlging for the intendant and a court-house. 
Henceforth the transformed brewerv was known 
ji«* the Palace of the Intendant, or the Palace of 
Justice; and here the council and inferior courts 
l(»Mg continue<l to hold their sessions. 

Some of tbesi> inferior courts appear to have 
neeiled a kwlging quite a.** much as the council. 
The watchful Meules informs the minister that the 
royal judge for the district of Quebec was accus- 
tomed in winter, with a view to saving fuel, to 
lii*ar causi»s and pronounce judgment by his own 
tiie^idi*, in the midst of his chilchen. whose* gaml>ols 
cli<turlK»d the even distribution of justice.**' 

The su|K*rior council was not a very harmonious 
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body. As its three chiefs^ the man of the sword, 
the man of the church, and the man of the law, 
were often at variance, the councillors attached 
themselves to one party or the other, and hot dis- 
putes sometimes ensued. The intendant^ though 
but thinl in rauk, presided at the sessions, took 
votes, pronounced judgment, signed papers, and 
called special meetings. This matter of the presi- 
dency wa8 for some time a source of contention 
between him and the governor, till the question 
was set at rest by a decree of the king. 

The intendantjs in their reports to the minister 
do not paint the council in flattering colors. One 
of thorn complains that the councillors, being busy 
with thoir farms, neglect their official duties. 
Another sjivs that thev aix? all more or less in 
trade. A third calls them uneducated persons of 
slight account, allied to the chief families and chief 
moivhants in Canada, in whose interest they make 
laws: and he adds that, as a vear and a half or 
e\cn two \oars usually elapse before the answer 
to a complaint is received from France, they take 
advantage of this long interval to the injury of 
the king*s sorviiv.' These and other similar 
ohargos betray the continual friction between the 
scNcral bratu^hos of the srovernment. 

The coiuumUoi^ wore r;uvly changed, and they 
xtsnalh bold otVioo for life. In a few cases the 
king ut''*^'>t*'d to the >on of a ci>uncillor yet li\'ing 
the right of siuwoding his father when the charge 

I \t,Hir* Au .V.WiA'-«, li .V.V., 16S4. 



1MS-176S.] THE INTENDANT. 275 

should become vacant.^ It was a post of honor 
and not of profit, at least of direct profit. The 
salaries were very small, and coupled with a pro- 
hibition to receive fees. 

Judging solely by the tenns of his commission, 
the intendant was the ruling power in the colony, 
lie controlled all expenditure of public money, 
and not only presided at the council but was 
clothed in his own person with independent legis- 
lative as well as judicial power. He was author- 
ized to issue ordinances having the force of law 
whenever he thought necessary, and, in the words 
of his commission, " to onler every thing as he 
shall see just and proper." • He was directed to 
be present at councils of war, though war was the 
special province of his colleague, and to protect 
soMiei's and all others from oilieial extortion and 
abusi* ; that is, to protect thorn from the governor. 
Yet tliere were practical dilliculties in the way of 
his apj)arent power. The king, his master, was 
far awav ; l>ut oflieial lealousv was busv around 
him. and his patience was sometimes put to the 
pnM)f. Thus the royal judge of Quebec had fallen 
into irregularities. *' I can do nothing with him," 
writes the inten«lant ; *' he keeps on good terms 
witli the governor and council and sets me at 
naught." The governor had. as he thought, treated 
him amiss. '• You have told me," he writes to the 

* .\ mm of Ammir^ win n»meil in hi* fntlu'r'n lifi'tinic to j«iht»'i-1 him, 
■■ wnn bIm* a nm of the attunivv-^rvnorul Aiitniil. 'I'hiTi- :irv ^cvithI 
oc Vrr < a«<-« \ •on (if Tilly, ti> whom the ri^ht of (nirct'rilinvr hin father 
\mM0\ Ik^-ii t;r«nti*>l. ••)(« k'livi* to »i'll it to the iiit-ri-h.int I«.i <'hf!>n4Ve. 

■ 

• Coiuinitaiuiu uf Ikiuicruue, Duchesiivuu, .Mvulctf, etc. 
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minister, " to bear every thing from him and report 
to you ; " and he proceeds to recount his grievances. 
Again, " the attorney-general is bold to insolence, 
and needs to be repressed. The kmg's interposi- 
tion is necessary." He modestly adds that the in- 
tendant is the only man in Canada whom his Majesty 
can trust, and that he ought to have more power.' 
These were far from being his only troubles. 
The enormous powers with which his conunission 
clothed him were sometimes retrenched by contra- 
dictory instructions from the king ; * for this gov- 
ernment, not of laws but of arbitrary will, is marked 
by frequent inconsistencies. When he quarrelled 
with the governor, and the governor chanced to 
have strong friends at court, his position became 
truly pitiable. He was berated as an imperious mas- 
ter berates an offending servant. " Your last letter 
is full of nothing but complaints." " You have 
exceeded your authority." " Study to know your- 
self and to understand clearly the difference there 
is between a governor and an intendant." " Since 
you fail to comprehend the difference between you 
and the officer who represents the king's person, 
you are in danger of being often condemned, or 
rather of being recalled, for his Majesty cannot 
endure so many petty complaints, founded on 
nothing but a certain qiiCLsi equality between the 
governor and you, which you assume, but which 

1 }fcii/fis (iH Ministre, 12 Nov., 1684. 

'^ Tims, Mciiles is flatly forbidden to compel liti|f«nts to brio* 
caiiRCs l)otbre him {Instruction }tour le Sieur de Meulea, 1682), ind thiiP'^ 
hi hit ion in nearly of the same date with the commission io which tw 
power to do so is expressly given him. 
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doc» not exist** "Meddle with nothing beyond 
your functionH.'* "Take good ciiie to tell me 
nothing but the truth." " You ask too many favors 
for your adherents." " You must not spend more 
than you have authority to spen<l, or it will be 
taiken out of your pay." In short, there are several 
letters from the minister Colbert to his colonial 
nian-of-all-worky which, from beginning to end, 
are one continued scold.' 

The luckless intendant was liable to be held to 
acvount for the action of natural laws. ** If the 
population <loes not increase in proportion to the 
pains I tiike," writes the king to Duchesneau, "you 
are to hiy the blame on yourself for not having 
exii'uted my principal onler {to promote marriaffes) 
and for having failed in the principal object for 
whi<'h I sent vou to Canada."^ 

A great number of onlinances of intondants are 
preserved. They were usually read to the people 
at the doors of churches after mass, or sometimes 
by the cure from his pulpit. They relate to a 
pri'at variety of subject.**, — regulation of inns and 
markets, {)oaching, preservation of game, Siile of 
bnindy, rent of pews, stray hogs, mad dogs, tithes, 
Diatrimonial ((luirrels, fast driving, wanls and guar- 
liiui'*, weights and meiLsures, nuisances, value of 
Miinage, trespass on lands, building churches, ol)serv- 
lince of Sunday, preservation of timber, seignior 
md vass<il, settlement of boundaries, and many 

* Till* alMive ex«mpieii are nil taken fn>ni the letter* i>f (^>II»e^t to the 
atpmUiit l>urlir»neiiii. It ifi «n extri'iiie case, hut uther intviiUant* aro 
■•fially trvntetl with M*Art-el3' more eereiuonjr. 
I Ijt Urn m LftKkfmuu, 11 JuiH, 16^0. 
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other matters. If a cur€ with some of his parish- 
ioners reported that his church or his house needed 
repair or rebuilding, the intendant issued an ordi- 
nance requiring all the inhabitants of the parish, 
"both those who have consented and those who 
have not consented/' to contribute materials and 
labor, on pain of fine or other penalty.^ The militia 
captain of the cote was to direct the work and see 
that each parishioner did his due part, which was 
determined by the extent of his farm ; so, too, if 
the grand voyer^ an officer charged with the super- 
intendence of highways, reported that a new road 
was wanted or that an old one needed mending, 
an ordinance of the intendant set the whole neiffh- 
borhood at work upon it, directed, as in the other 
case, by the captain of militia. If children were 
left fatherless, the intendant ordered the cure of 
the parish to assemble their relations or friends for 
the choice of a guardian. If a censitaire did not 
clear his land and live on it, the intendant took it 
from him and gave it back to the seignior.^ 

Chimney-sweeping having been neglected at 
Quebec, the intendant commands all householders 
promptly to do their duty in this respect, and at 
the same time fixes the pay of the sweep at six 
sous a chimney. Another order forbids quarrelling 
in church. .Another assigns pews in due order of 
precedence to the seignior, the captain of militia, 
and the wardens. The intendant Raudot, who seems 

1 See, amon^ many examples, the ordinance of 24th December, 1715. 
Edits et Ordontianres, II. 448. 

' (/ompare the numerous ordinances printed in the second and third 
umes of Edits et Ordonnances. 
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to have been inspired even more than the others 
with the spirit of paternal intervention, issued a 
mandate to tlie effect tliat, whereas the people of 
Mont read raise too many hoi'ses, which prevents 
them fn)m raising cattle and sheep, " being therein 
ignonint of their true interest. . . . Now, therefore, 
we conunand that each inhabitant of the cotes of 
this government shall hereafter own no more than 
two horses or mares and one ioal ; the same to t^ike 
etTert after the sowing-season of the ensuing year, 
1710, giving them time to rid themselves of their 
hnrsc*< in exross of saiil nuni))or, after which they 
will be required to kill any of such excess that may 
remain in their possession." * Many other onli- 
nances, if not e<iually preposterous, are equally 
stringent; such, for example, as that of the inten- 
dant Bigot, in which, with a view of promoting 
agriculture, and protecting the monds of the farmers 
by S4iving them fn>m the temptations of cities, ho 
pnM'laims to them : ** We prohibit and forbid you 
to remove to this town {Quebec) under any pretext 
whatever, without our permission in writing, on 
pain of being expelKMl and sent back to your fanns, 
your furniture and goods conliseated, and a fine of 
fiftv livres laid on vou for the l)enelit of the bos- 
pitals. And, furtbermore, we forbid all inhabitants 
nf the city to let bouses or r(K)ms to persons coming 
from the country, on pain of a fine of a hundred 
livres, also applieable to the hospitals."- At about 
the s;ime time a royal edict, designed to jirevent 
the undue sulxlivision of farms, forbaile the country 

> AViff et Ordonnancft, 11. 273. > JLnI , 11. GIKI. 
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people, except such as were authorized to live in 
villages, to build a house or bam on any piece of 
land less than one and a half arpents wide and 
thirty arpents long ; ' while a subsequent ordinance 
of the intendant commands the immediate demoli- 
tion of certain houses built in contravention of the 
edict.* 

The spirit of absolutism is everywhere apparent. 
" It is of very great consequence," writes the in- 
tendant Meules, ^' that the people should not be 
left at liberty to speak their minds."' 

Hence public meetings were jealously restricted. 
Even those held by parishioners under the eye of 
the cure to estimate the cost of a new church seem 
to have required a special license from the inten- 
dant. During a number of years a meeting of the 
principal inhabitants of Quebec was called in spring 
and autumn by the council to discuss the price and 
quality of bread, the supply of firewood, and other 
similar matters. The council commissioned two of 
its members to preside at these meetings, and on 
hearing their report took what action it thought 
best. Thus, after the meeting held in February, 
1686, it issued a decree, in which, after a long and 
formal preamble, it solemnly ordained, " that be- 
sides white-bread and light bro^vn-bread, all bakers 
shall hereafter make dark brown-bread whenever 
the same shall be required." * Such assemblies, so 
controlled, could scarcely, one would think, wound 

1 AV//M ft Oidonmtnres, I. 686. » Ibid., U. 400. 

s " II nc laisse pas irutre de tr^s grande consequence de ne pas laiMer 
la libertd au peuple de dire son sentiment." — MeuUg au Afiniatre, 1686. 
* Editt ti Ordoiniancett II. 112. 
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the tendcrcst susceptibilities of authority ; yet 
there avos evident distntst of them, and after a 
few years this modest slired of self-government is 
seen no more. The syndic, too, tliat functionary 
whom the iwople of the towns were at first allowed 
to choose, under the eye of the authorities, was 
conjuriHl out of existence by a word from the king. 
S.'i};nior, censitairej and citizen were prostrate alike 
in Hat subjection to the royal will. They were not 
free even to go home to France. No inhabitant 
of Canada, man or woman, could do so without 
leave : and several intendants express their belief 
that without this precaution there would soon be a 
falling ofT in the population. 

In 1C71 the council issued a curious decree. 
One Paul Dupuy ha<l been lieanl to say that there 
is nothing like righting one's self, and that when 
the English cut off the head of Charles I. they did 
a goo<l thing, with other <liscourse to the like effect. 
Tho council cleclared him guilty of sjH»aking ill of 
royalty in the pei*son of the king of England, and 
uttt»ring wonls tending to sedition. lie was con- 
di'umed to be dragged from prison by the public 
exeiMitioner, and led in his shirt, with a rope about 
his ni^k. and a torch in his hand, to the gate of 
the Chateau St. liouis, there to beg panlon of the 
king : tbenee to the pillory ot the Iiower Town to 
lie iuanded with a flrKr-tle-lls on the cheek, and 
K*t in the stm^ks for iialf an hour: then to be led 
back to pris<m, and put in inms *• till the informa- 
tion against him shall be eonipleted." * 
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If irreverence to royalty was thus rigorously 
chastised, irreverence to God was threatened with 
still sharper penalties. Louis XIV., ever haunted 
with the fear of the devil, sought protection against 
him by his famous edict against swearing, duly 
registered on the books of the council at Quebec 
" It is our will and pleasure," says this pious man- 
date. " that all persons convicted of profane swea^ 
ing or blaspheming the name of God, the most 
Holy Virgin, his mother, or the saints, be coiv 
demned for the first offence to a pecuniary fin^ 
according to their possessions and the greatne?"^ 
and enormity of the oath and blasphemy ; and L^ 
those thus punished repeat the said oaths, then fo: 
the second, third, and fourth time they shall 
condemned to a double, triple, and quadruple fine 
and for the fifth time, they shall be set in the 
pillory on Sunday or other festival days, there to 
remain from eight in the morning till one in the 
afternoon, exposed to all sorts of opprobrium and 
abuse, and be condemned besides to a hcavj^ fine ; ^ 
and for the sixth time, they shall be led to the " 
pillory, and there have the upper lip cut with a '^ 
hot iron ; and for the seventh time, they shall be "^ 
led to the pillory and have the lower lip cut ; and 
if, by reason of obstinacy and inveterate bad habit, 
they continue after all these punishments to utter 
the said oaths and blasphemies, it is our will and 
command that they have the tongue completely 
cut out, so that thereafter they cannot utter them -* 
again." * All those who should hear anybody ^^ 

1 Edit da Rofi contre lei Jureurs et Blatph^mateun, du 20me Juilld, 16G6. -^-< 
See Editt et Ordnnnancfg, I. Ci2. 
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ffwear were further required to report the fact to 
the nearest judge within twenty-four hours, on 
pain of fine. 

Thi?* is far from being the only instance in which 
the temporal power lends aid to the spiritual. 
Among other cases, the following is worth men- 
tioning : [jouis Gaboury, an inhabitant of the island 
of Orleans, charged with eating meat in Lent with- 
out a.<king leave of the priest, was condemned by 
the local ju<Ige to be tied three hours to a stake 
in puldic, and then led to the door of the chapel, 
tln*n» on his kn(»os, with head bare and hands 
cla<pe<I, to ask panlon of God and the king. The 
culprit appealed to the council, which revoked the 
si»ntence and imposed only a fine.* 

The due subonlination of households had its 
share of attention. Servants who deserted their 
masters were to be set in the pillory for the first 
otTrnce, and whipped and branded for the second ; 
while any person harlx)ring them was to pay a fine 
of twentv francs.^ On the other hand, uoImkIv wjis 
allowed to employ a si»rvant without a license.^ 

In ca.<e of heinous charges, torture of the accused 
was permitted under the FrtMich law ; anil it was 
S4»mi'times practised in Canada. Condenmed nnir- 
d«*n'rs auf] felons were occasionallv tortured In^fore 
lH*iiiir stran«rled ; and the ilead bo<lv, enclosed in a 
kind of iron cage, was left hanging for nionths at 
tin* top of CajK" Diamond, a t(*rror to childn^n and 
a warning to eviWoers. Yet. on the whole, Cana- 

' I>oiitrv pt I«areau. ///«f.MVf */,* iJ.int f\i}uidt*n, ir»3. 
* EdiU H Ordonnancet, II. 53. 
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diaa josTtioe. triei bjr the stazidard of the time, was 
neither vin*liodve nor cmel. 

In reading tKe vdumiiiois correspondenoe 6t 
governors anni inceo^iant^^ the minisler and the 
king, nothing is more apparent than the interest 
with which, in the eariv part of his reign, Louis 
XIV. regarded his colonv. One of the faults of 
his rule is the excess:* of his benevolence ; for not 
only did he give monev to support parish priests, 
build churches, and aid the seminarv, the Ursulines, 
the missions, and the hospitals ; but he established 
a fund destined, among other objects, to relieve 
indigent pornjns, subssidized nearly every branch 
of trade and industrv, and in other instances did 
for the colonists what thev would far better have 
leameil to do for themselves. 

Meanwhile the officers of government were far 
from siifferin;; from an excess of roval beneficence. 
La Hontan says that the local governor of Three 
Rivers would die of hunger if, besides his pay, he 
did not train something bv trade >vith the Lidians; 
and that Perrot, local governor of Montreal, with 
one thousand crowns of salary, traded to such pur- 
pose that in a few years he made fifty thousand 
crowns. This trade, it mav be observed, was in vio- 
lation of the royal edicts. The pay of the governor- 
general varied from time to time. When La Poterie 
wrote it was twelve thousand francs a year, besides 
three thousand which he received in his capacity 
of local governor of Quebec* This would hardly 

' In 1674, the j?oTemor- general received 20,718 francs, out of which 
fM to pay 8,718 to his guard of twenty men a.id office a. Ordon- 
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tempt a Frenchman of rank to expatriate himself; 
and yet some, at leiust^ of the governors came out 
to the colony for the express purpose of mending 
their fortunes ; indeed^ the higlier nobility could 
sswircely, in time of peace, have other motives for 
going there. The court and the army were their 
element, and to be elsewhere wjls banis<hment. We 
shall j*ee hereafter by what means they sought 
compensation for tlieir exile in Canadian forests. 
Ix)ud complaints sometimes found their way to 
Versiiilles. A memorial addressed to the regent 
duke of Orleans, immediately after the king's death, 
de<*lares timt the ministers of state, who have been 
the rvixl managers of the colony, have made their 
crt'jitures and relations governors and intendants, 
and si»t them free from all responsibility. High 
colonial officers, pursues the writer, come home 
rirJK while the colony languishes almost to perish- 
ing.' As for lesser ottices, they were multiplied 
to siitisfy needy ret;iiners, till lean and starving 
( anada was covere<l with official leei'hes, sucking, 
in famished despenition, at her bloodless veins. 
The whole svstem of administration centred in 



nnnfY J»i /^•v, lOiri. Yot in 1«*»77, in tlio Ftnt Hf hi /¥/>nt*^ tpip /#• /?oy rwl 
rt ;T,t„nn^ r%tt* fffitr, I'to , tlic total fKiv iif t\\v |(i>vcriior-|:oikvrnl in M't 
i|iii*n Nt :t.(HiO tniiur*. Hud mi nUo in h\**\, 10^2, himI Ii>*«7. The ifx'al 
IfiiMTniir itf Miintrvai wa* to hav«» 1 HM» franr^. ami tho pnVfrnor of 
Tlm-v UivtT* I.'JM) It j« ilrar, hi»wi'ViT, that thi» A"m/ fi* dr)<t,M' '\n mit 
i ••iiiplf ii*. a4 tlifri* i* ni» pro« loiitii tor tiu* iiit(>n«i;int TIk* tir-t rntiiu-illor 
rvteiviil lit) trant'n. ainl thi> rv«t HiN) tr:tn('}> c.-tcli, cipiiil in Cinaiiiiin 
ni'tm'V ti> liNK An oniinanii* of lt>7'*> i;i^4'< tin* ititfii'l nit i'J.<MM» ti:ini'4. 
It !• |i»U'raMy i-U-ar tluit \\\v |»rn*i!»inn nf :J,«m»ij fruit- fur tl »• ^:ii\«'iiiiir- 
i;«TH*ral wan meant <inlv to apply to hi:* cajiaiiiy ut iin-al g()\irii<>r of 

' M/muire addrtsUau Ixfijemt, 1TK>. 
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the king, Avho, to borrow the formiila of his edicto, 
^^ in the fulness of our power and our certain knowl- 
edge/' was supposed to direct the whole machine, 
from its highest functions to its pettiest interven- 
tion in private affairs. That this theory, like all 
extreme theories of government, was an illusion, 
is no fault of Louis XIV. Hard-working monarch 
as he was, he spared no pains to guide his distant 
colony in the paths of prosperity. The prolix 
letters of governors and intendants were carefully 
studied ; and many of the replies, signed by the 
royal hand, enter into details of surprising minute- 
ness. That the king himself wrote these letters is 
incredible ; but in the early part of his reign he 
certainly directed and controlled them. At a Liter 
time, when more absorbing mterests engrossed 
him, he could no longer study in person the long- 
winded despatches of his Canadian officere. They 
were usually addressed to the minister of state, 
who caused abstracts to be made from them, for 
the king's use, and perhaps for his own.' The 
minister or the minister's secretary could suppress 
or color as he or those who influenced him saw fit. 
In the latter half of his too long reign, Avhen 
cares, calamities, and humiliations were thickening 
around the king, another influence was added to 
make the theoretical supremacy of his ro^al will 
more than ever a mockery. That prince of annal- 
ists, Saint-Simon, has painted Louis XIV. ruling 
his realm from the bedchamber of Madame de 

1 Many of these abstracts are 'still preserYed in tlie ArchiTea of the 
Karine aod Colonies. 
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Muintenon; seated with his minister at a small 
table beside the firc^ the king in an arm-chair^ the 
minister on a stool with his bag of pa[)ers on a 
second stool near him. In another arm-cliair, at 
another table, on the other side of the fire, sat the 
se<Iate favorite, busy to all appearance with a book 
or a piece of tapestry, but listening to every thing 
that {Missed. ^* She rarely spoke," says Saint-Shnon, 
** except when the king asked her opinion, which 
he often did ; and then she answered with great 
deliberation and gravity. She never or very rarely 
showed a partiality for any measure, still less for 
any {lerson ; but she had an understanding with the 
minister, who never dared do otherwise than she 
wished. Whenever any favor or api)uintment was 
in ({uestion, the business wju< settled between them 
beforehand. She would send to the minister that 
she wanted to speak to hinu and he did not dare 
bring the matter on the car[)et till he had received 
her unlers." Saiiit-Siinun next recounts the subtle 
methofls by which Maintenon and the minister, 
her tool, lieguiled the king to do their will, while 
never doubting that he was doing his own. '• He 
thought/* concludes the annalist, '* that it was he 
alone who dis[)c»se<l of all appointments ; while in 
reality he disposed of very few indee<U except on 
the nire occasions when he hail taken a fancv to 
Miuiebtxlv, or when souieho«]v whom he wanted to 
favor had spoken to him in behalf of somebody 
e M-. * 

I .l//MM'r^«//M !hirtU .^.thttSimon. XIII .Xs. P.'.* (nuTiicl. l^'iTl Saint- 
Sunoo, DotniUMUndiiig tliv iniU'|K*iiiIi'UCv ut hit cliariicivr, hcM a high 
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Add to all this the rarity of communication with 
the distant colony. The ships from France arrived 
at Quebec in July, August, or September, and 
returned in November. The machine of Canadian 
government, wound up once a year, was expected 
' to run unaided at least a twelvemonth. Indeed, 
it was often left to itself for two years, such was 
sometimes the tardiness of the overburdened gov- 
ernment in answering the despatches of its colonial 
agents. It is no matter of surprise that a writer 
Avell versed in its affairs calls Canada the " country 
of abuses.** ^ 

poeition at court ; and his acute and careful olwerration, joined to hU 
familiar acquniiitance with niinibters and other functionaries, botli in and 
out of ofBi'e, i^ives a rare vahie to his matchless portraitures. 
^ Etat pr€»ent du Canada, 1758. 



CHAPTER XVn. 

1663-1763. 
TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 

TftADB t« FSTTBlt. — ThB HnOUKIIOT filBBCHAlTTt. — ROTAL PaV- 

BOTijkGB. — Tub Fimikbieh. — Ckika for Help. — AcRirrLTi-BB. 

— Mamupactubbs. — Abts op Obkambnt. — FiWABCE. — Cabd 
Mo!fBT. — Rbpudiatio.m. — Imposts. — Thb Beatbb Tbadb. — 
Thk Faib at Montbbal. — Contbabahd Tbadb. — A Fatal 
Ststkm. — Tboublb ahd Chahqb. — Thb Coubbubs db Boit. 

— Thb Fobbst. — Lbttbb op Cabhkil. 

We have seen the head of the colony, its guiding 
intellect and will : it remains to observe its organs 
of nutrition. Wlmtever they might have been 
under a different treatment, they were perverted 
and enfeebled by the regimen to which they were 
subjected. 

Tlie spirit of restriction and monopoly had ruled 
from the beginning. The old governor Lauson, 
wMjrnior for a while of a great part of the colony, 
held that Montreal had no right to trade directly 
with France* but must draw all her supplies from 
Quebec ; ' and this preposterous claim was revived 
in the time of Mezy. The successive companies 
to whose hands the colony was consigned had a 
baneful e£Fect on individual enterprise. In 1674, 

> FbUIoii, CoUm*' Fmn^m', II. 244. 

19 
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the charter of the West India Company was revoked, 
and trade was declared open to all subjects of the 
king ; yet commerce was still condemned to wear 
the ball and chain. New restrictions were imposed, 
meant for good, but resulting in evil. Merchants 
not resident in the colony were forbidden all trade, 
direct or indirect, with the Indians.^ They were 
also forbidden to sell any goods at retail except in 
August, September, and October ; * to trade any- 
where in Canada above Quebec ; and to sell clothing 
or domestic articles ready made. This last restric- 
tion was designed to develop colonial industry. 
No person, resident or not, could trade with the 
English colonies, or go thither without a special 
passport, and rigid examination by the military 
authorities.^ Foreign trade of any kind was stifHy 
prohibited. In 1719, after a new company had 
engrossed the beaver trade, its agents were empow- 
ered to enter all houses in Canada, whether eccle- 
siastical or secular, and search them for foreign 
goods, which when found were publicly burned.* 
In the next year, the royal council ordered that 
vessels engaged in foreign trade should be captured 
by force of arms, like pirates, and confiscated along 
with their cargoes;* while anybody having an 
article of foi'eign manufacture in his possession 
was subjected to a heavy fine.^ 

Attempts were made to fix the exact amount 
of profit which merchants from France should be 

1 U^fkment de Police, 167G, Art. xl. 

» Eiiits et Old., II. 100. « Ibid., I. 489. 

4 Ibid., I. 402. fi Ibid., I. 426. « Ibid., I. 606. 
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allowed to uinkc in the colonv. One of the first 
af*ts of the superior council was to onler them to 
hrin«: their invoices iinniediatelv before that body, 
Mhich thereui>on uilixed prices to each article. 
The nien*hant who sold and the purchaser who 
iNiu^lit al>ove this taritT were alike condemned 
tt> huivv penalties ; an<l so, too, was the mer- 
chant who chose to keep his goods nither than 
K*II them at the price onlained.* Resident nier- 
chants« on the other hand, were favoivd to the 
utmost. They could sell at what price they siiw 
fit ; and, acconling to T^a Ilontan, they made great 
profit hy the sde of laces, rihlK)ns, watches, jewels, 
and simihir superfluities to the jioor but extmvagaut 
riilonisls. 

A considerable number of the non-resident mer- 
rliants were Huguenots, for most of the im])orta- 
tioiis were from the oM IIu«;uenot citv of Itoidielle. 
No favor was shown them; thev were held under 
ri^id rr'itraint, and forbidden to exercise tlieir 
ivligion. or to remain in the colony during winter 
witbtiut special Hcense.' This sometimes bore very 
hanl upon them. The governor DenonviHe, an 
anK^nt C atbolic. states the case of one IJernon, who 
had dt)ne jxreat si»rvice to the colonv, anil whom 
r^i Ilontan mentions as the principal French mer- 
rhant in the Canadian trade. " It is a pitv,'* savs 
Dciionville, 'Mhat he cannot be converted. A^ he 
i?* a Iluguonot, the bishop wants me to tirdiT him 
home this autumn, whicii I have done, tliougli ho 

» h:.hfn,to..f., u. 17. vx 

' Itfj-trntnt dt rJirt, IGTO. Art. xziviL 
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carries on a large bufiiness, and a great deal d 
money remains due to him here." * 

For a long time the ships from France went 
home empty, except a favored few which carried 
furs, or occasionally a load of dried pease or d 
lumber. Payment was made in money when tliere 
was any in Canada, or in bills of exchange. The 
colony, drawing every thing from France, and 
returning little besides beaver skins, remained 
under a load of debt. French merchants were dis- 
couraged, and shipments from France languished. 
As for the trade with the West Indies, which Talon 
had tried by precept and example to build up, the 
intendant reports in 1680 that it had nearly ceased; 
though six years later it grew again to the modest 
proportions of three vessels loaded with wheat.* 

The besetting evil of trade and industry in 
Canada was the habit they contracted, and were 
encouraged to contract, of depending on the direct 
aid of government. Not a new enterprise was set 
on foot without a petition to the king to lend a 
helping hand. Sometimes the petition was sent 
through the governor, sometimes through the in- 
tendant; and it was rarely refused. Denonville 
writes that the merchants of Quebec, by a com- 
bined effort, had sent a vessel of sixty tons to 
France with colonial produce; and he asks that 
the royal commissaries at Eochefort be instructed 
to buy the whole cargo, in order to encourage so 

1 DenonvilU an Mini sire ^ 1685. 

' Ibid,, 1686. The year before, about 18.000 minots of grain were senl 
hither. In 1786, the sliipments reached 80,000 minoti. 
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deserving an enterprise. One Hazeur set up a 
saw-inilly at Mai Bay. Finding a large stock of 
planks and timber on his hands, he begs the king 
to send two vessels to carry them to France ; and 
the king accordingly did so. A similar request 
was made in bcluilf of another saw-mill at St. Paul's 
Bay. Denonville announces that one Kiverin 
wishes to embark in the whale and cod fisliery, 
and that though strong in zeal he is weak in re- 
sources. The minister replies, that he is to be 
encouraged, and that his Majesty will favorably 
consider his enterprise.* Various gifts were soon 
after made him. He now took to himself a part- 
ner, the Sieur Chalons ; whereupon the governor 
writes to ask the minister's protection for them. 
*' The Bastjues," he says, " formerly carried on this 
fishery, but some monoj)oly or other put a stop to 
it." Tlie remedy he pro|)oses is homoeopathic. 
He a.**ks another monopoly for the two jwrtners. 
Louis Joliet, the discoverer of the Mississippi, made 
a fishing st^ition on the island of Anticosti ; and he 
lK*gs help from the king, on the ground that his 
fishery will furnish a good and useful employment 
to young men. The Sieur Vitry wished to begin 
a fishery of white i>orpoises, and he begs the king 

I Ttie interest felt by the kinp: in tho«o ntnttoni in «)i«)wn in n K'ttcr 
•itfn««l \*r lim liaml in whii'h lit* enton with c<in!>iiI«*rHbIe <let.iil intit the 
piaiif of Kiwrin. /^ Jivy u Ihnouvtlir it Chuthimjntf, 1 .l/>ii. \t>'J lie 
•tTrrwanU onliTfil iMmtn, iiHr|MMiiK>rit. Ami conlu^'c to 1>c M-nt li-ni. fur 
whiih he MAS to pay at hiii roii^t'iiicnci*. Fuiir yvnr* Utcr, he rum- 
plaint that, thuu^^h Uiverin had l>tH.*M often iiel|H'il, hi<* ti-hiTu* were of 
•hieht ai'i'ount. " I^^t him take care." |iiirr>ue> the kiiii;. 'iliat l.e iluet 
Dut u»e hi» eiKerpriiK'S an a pretext tu obtain tavor*." Me'iuoi't «/u y«'«;jf 
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to give him two thousand pounds of cod-line and 
two thousand pounds of one and two inch rope. 
Ilis request was granted, on which he asked for 
five hundred Uvres. The money was given him, 
and the next year he asked to have the gift 
renewed.^ 

The king was very anxious to develop the fish- 
eries of the colony. "His Majesty," writes tlie 
minister, " wishes you to induce the inhabitants to 
unite with the merchants for this object, and to 
incite them by all sorts of means to overcome their 
natural laziness, since there is no other way of 
wiving them from the misery in which they now 
are/* ^ "I wish," says the zealous Denonville, 
" that fisheries could be well established to give 
employment to our young men, and prevent them 
from running wild in the woods ; " and he adds 
mournfully, "they {the fisheries) are enriching 
Boston at our expense." " They are our true 
mines," urges the intendant Meules ; " but the 
English of Boston have got possession of those of 
Acadia, which belong to us ; and we ought to pre- 
vent it." It was not prevented ; and the Canadian 



I All the above examples are drawn from the correspondence of the 
governor and intendant with the minister, between 1680 and 1699, to- 
gether with a memorial of Hazeur and another of Riverin, addressed to 
the miniriter. 

Vitry's porpoise-fishing appears to have ended in failure. In 1707 the 
intendant Haudot granted the porpoise fishery of the seigniory of Kivi^re 
Ouelle to six of the hubiians. This fishery is carried on here successfully 
at the prpMcnt day. A very interesting account of it was published in the 
Opinion PuUique, 1878, by my friend Abbe' Casgrain, whose family resi- 
iWi*'^ 4- *u^ seigniorial mansion of Hivibre Ouelle. 

wur Denonville et Champiynyt 8 J/ar5, 1688. 
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fi.shories, like other branches of Canadian inilustry, 
n*uuiine<l in a »U\tc of ahnost hopeless hinguor.* 

The government applied various stimulants. One 
of these, pi-oposeil by the intendant Duchesneau, is 
eharacteristic. lie advises the formation of a eom- 
p;inv which should have the exclusive right of 
f\|Mirting fish ; but which on its part should be 
nM|iiiivd to take, at a fixed price, all that the in- 
haMtaiits shoidd bring them. This notable plan 
•lid iu>t find favor with the king.^ It was practised, 
huwovcr, in the case of beaver skins, and also in 
that of w<Mxl-ashes. The farmers of the Revenue 
wi*n* HMjuiivd to take this last commodity at a 
fixnl j)rice. on tlieir own risk, and in any quantity 
iitfi'iiMl. Th(»v remonstrated, siiviujr tbat it was 
utisdablc ; addiuLf that, if the inhabitant^ would 
but take the trouble to turn it into potash, it might 
b«' po<*»ible to find a market f(U* it. The king 
n'I«*a<«Ml thi»m entirely, coupling his onler to that 
I'lbTt with a eulogy of free trade.** 

In all ik*partmrnts of industry, the apj)eals for 
Ip'lp an» i'ndh»ss. (loveruors and intendants are 
-^i manv sturilv bejrirJUN for the lan^uishin;' colonv. 



• Ti:o CjinAiIiiin fl*!uTie« niiint not lio confiMin«lr<l with the Kn-mh 
f:- • ' • » ••; NfMtiiiiiiill.iiiii. M liu-h wcu* ]tri»>|*i'rnu*.. hm ^^^•Tv (-;irrii-it i»ii 

I:i -I iiit-MiiiriMl »i|>i:v>«tM| |iy tht* (•nrtncrv ('h:iliin<i niiil K trr*!) Tn the 

Iti n -'i-r >i-n:irli*, t «•> *iiy . " H.i^toii i /it,' .•■ i ft tinit*- •■.i i-iinnu- imiDi 
■! ' »■ ijii i-xviii|''«' 'I'll f.Ht hoiiff ;t h'«*trv i al«iii, {>':i>i(ii «'i.i- • iii;:nn'!;*e 

•f, :• ••• ".'jr* j'lr ri-rtf |ii-«(l,f (■/* ii t i. i ijn't Hi* t.i ! I.i y\M* ;:i.iii'le 

• !-• ♦• -Jir U't* III*:, • |i«*ii l.tiit «jui' li*» Fr:Ui i * in- •"•• ■ u'lf ri! u r »'ii ** 
M»- ■ 1 • -J,:* • If .It I «• kiij *i,.niltl unlfil:iki* \\.v ti*h.!.j l'..« :.f » l..:ii«ilr', 

■ :•, •• :, -• all (■■«-•''« I :«lltl-«; iir W :|| I II it. 

• 1/ .. .' - fi /' I ', i-.. l.'i .l/.ii. li.T**. 

• /-* /k"v a /^ii 'ifsri'ilii, 11 Jiuit, IijM). 
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'^ Send us money to bufld storehouses, to which the 
habitants can bring their produce and receive 
goods from the government in exchange." ** Send 
us a teacher to make sailors of our young men : 
it is a pity the colony should remain in such a 
state for want of instruction for youth." * " We 
want a surgeon : there is none in Canada who can 
set a bone." * " Send us some tilers, brick-makers, 
and potters." ' " Send us iron-workers to work our 
mines."* "It is to be wished that his Majesty 
would send us all sorts of artisans, especially pot- 
ters and glass-workers." * " Oiu* Canadians need 
aid and instruction in their fisheries; they need 
pilots." « 

In 1688, the intendant reported that Canada 
was entirely without either pilots or sailors ; and, 
as late as 1712, the engineer Catalogne informed 
the government that, though the St. Lawrence was 
dangerous, a pilot was rarely to be had. " There 
ought to be trade wth the West Indies and other 
places," urges another writer. "Everybody says 
it is best, but nobody will undertake it. Our mer- 
chants are too poor, or else are engrossed by the 
fur trade." ^ 

The languor of commerce made agriculture lan- 
guish. "It is of no use now," writes Meules, 

1 M€moire a Afcnseigneur le Marquis de Seignday, prAmti par let Siatn 
Chalons tt Riveriu, 1686. 

2 Champifjny an Allnistref 1688. 
» Ihid. 

* iJtnonviUe au Ministrt^ 1686. 
» Mf moire de Cataloffne, 1712. 

• l)enonviUe au Afinistre, 1686. 

V Mimoire de Chalons el Riverin prisentiau Marquit de Seignehg, 
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in 1C82, ''to raise any crops except what each 
family wanb^ for itself." In vain the government 
Kent out tteecis for distribution. In vain intendants 
h'ctured the fanners, and lavished well-meant ad- 
vice. Tillage remaine<I careless and slovenly. 
" If," says the all-observing Cafailogne, ** the soil 
were not better cultivated in Europe than here, 
three-fourths of the people Avould starve." He 
complains that the festivals of the church are so 
numerous that not ninety working days are left 
during the whole working season. The people, he 
siiys, ought to be compelled to build granaries to 
store their crops, instead of selling them in autumn 
for almost nothing, and every habitant should be 
riMpiirtMl to ktH*p two or three sheep. The intend- 
aiit t'lianipigny calls for seed of hemp and flax, 
and promisi*s to visit the farms, and show the 
]HM)pIo the lands best suited for their culture. He 
thinks that favors should be gniiited to those who 
niise hemp and flax as well as to those who marry. 
Denonville is of opinion that each hahitant should 
be eom[)eIIed to raise a little hemp every year, 
and that the kin*; should then buv it of him at a 
liiirh price.* It will lie well, he siiys, to make use 
of severitv, while, at the suae time, hoIdin<; out 
a ho[H» of gain ; anil he begs that weavers be sent 
out to teach the wonuMi and girls, who spend the 
winter in idleness, how to weave and spin. W(»av- 
iii;: and spinning, however, as well as tlie riilture 
of hemp and flax, were negltM^ted till 17<^'>. wiien 
the I0.SS of a shi]» biden with goods for the colony 

> iMmmvilU au Ministre, 13 .Vur , U^^o. 
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gave the spur to home industry ; and Madame de 
Repentigny set the example of making a kind of 
coarse blanket of nettle and linden bark.* 

The jealousy of colonial manufactures shown by 
England appears but rarely in the relations of 
France with Canada. According to its light, the 
French government usually did its best to stimu- 
late Canadian industry, with what results we have 
just seen. There was afterwards some improve- 
ment. In 1714, the intendant Begon reported that 
coarse fabrics of wool and linen were made ; that 
the sisters of the congregation wore cloth for their 
own habits as good as the same stuffs in France ; 
that black cloth was made for priests, and blue cloth 
for the pupils of the colleges. The inhabitants, 
he stiys, have been taught these arts by necessity. 
They were naturally adroit at handiwork of all 
kinds; and during the last half century of the 
French rule, when the population had settled into 
comparative stability, many of the mechanic arts 
were practised with success, notwithstanding the 
assertion of the Abbe La Tour that every thing 
but bread and meat had still to be brought from 
Fmnce. This change may be said to date from 
the peace of Utrecht, or a few years before it. At 
that time, one Duplessis had a new vessel on the 
stocks. Catalogue, who states the fact, calls it the 
l)eginning of ship-building in Canada, evidently 
ignorant that Talon had made a fruitless beginning 
more than fortv years before. 

Of the arts of ornament not much could have 

^ Beauharnois et Baudot au MiniUre, 1705. 
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lK*cn expected ; but, strangely enough, they were 
in soinewhiit better comlition than the useful arts. 
The nuns of the IIotel-Dieu made artiiicial flowers 
for altars and slirines, under the direction of Mother 
Jurht'reau;' and the boys of the seminary were 
taujfht to make carvings in wood for the decoration 
of churches.* Pierre, son of the merchant Le Ber, 
ha'l a turn for piinting, and made religious pictures, 
iles<'rihiMl as verv indifferent.' Ilis sister Jeanne, 
tin entliusiastic devotee, made embroideries for 
vestments and altars, and her work was nmch 
aidmiriMl. 

Tho coloniid finances were not prosperous. In 
the absence of coin, beaver-skins long served as 
rijrn*nrv. In lOdlL the council declared wheat a 
leiral tender, at four fnincs the Jttinot or three 
Kn»iirh bu^ihels;* and, live years later, all creditors 
were onlered to receive moose-skins ih jKiyment at 
the mark(*t r.it«\* i\nn would not remain in the 
enlonv. If the companv or the kin;; sent anv 
tliitlirr, it went bark in the returning ships. The 
^'f^viTuineut dt»vised a remedy. A coinage was 
uplen-d for (*anada one-fourth less in value than 
that of Fnmci*. Thus the Canadian livre or franc 
\\a< worth, in realit v, lifti»eu sous instead of twentv.* 
Tlii«i shallow expedient produced only a nominal 
ri.M* «»l prire<, and vn'm lied the colony as before. 

• 'u ' • ri iri, //..' </. i'Ut''**'. ft.,, I. 'JU. 

* r- .. II I ■ 

« / ; '. -r *» .1 , II j; 

* / f II v. 

* IM* liii-.ttr Milt iif vt-rv f.ir!v iI:iU*. Soo Houchfr. ti>»t IVrifoUlp 



300 TRADE AND INDUSTRY. p06»-1161 

Trade was carried on for a time by means of nego- 
tiable notes, payable in furs, goods, or &rm prod- 
uce. In 1685, the intendant Meules issued a 
card currency. He had no money to pay the 
soldiers, ^^ and not knowing," he informs the min- 
ister, " to what saint to make my vows, the idea 
occurred to me of putting in circulation notes 
made of cards, each cut into foiu* pieces; and I 
have issued an ordinance commanding the inhabi- 
tants to receive them in payment." ^ The cards 
were common plajdng cards, and each piece was 
stamped with vl fleur-de-lis and a crown, and signed 
by the governor, the intendant, and the clerk of 
the treasury at Quebec* The example of Meules 
found ready imitation. Governors and intendants 
made card money whenever they saw fit; and, 
being worthless everywhere but in Canada, it 
showed no disposition to escape the colony. It 
was declared convertible not into coin, but into 
bills of exchange ; and this conversion could only 
take place at brief specified periods. " The cu^ 
rency used in Canada," says a writer in the last 
years of the French rule, " has no value as a repre- 
sentative of money. It is the sign of a sign." * It 
was card representing paper, and this paper was very 
often dishonored. In 1714, the amount of card 
rubbish had risen to two million livres. Confidence 
was lost, and trade was half dead. The minister 
Ponchartrain came to the rescue, and promised to 



1 AfenUt au Mmistre, 24 Sept., 1G86. 
* Mimoire addresf^au R^ent, 1715. 
' Consi<Uration$ »ur VEtat du Canada, 1768. 
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redeem it at half its nominal value. The holdera 
preferred to lose half rather than the whole^ and 
accepted the tenns. A few of the cardn were 
reileemetl at the rate named ; then the govern- 
HK-nt hroke faith, and piyment ceased. "This 
atllictin}; news," sjiys a writer of the time, ** was 
hn>ufrht out hy the vessel which sailed from France 
last Julv.** 

In 1717. the government made another proposal, 
and the canls were converted into bills of exchange. 
At the same time a new issue was made, which it 
w:i«* tlcclarcd shnuM he the last.* This issue was 
pnunptly redeemed, hut twelve years later another 
followed it. In the interval, a certain quantity of 
coin circulated in the colonv ; hut it imdenvent 
tluctuations through the intervention of govern- 
ment : and, within eijrht vears, at least four edicts 
wrre jssucil atTectinir its value.' Then came more 
premises to pay, till, in the last l»itter years of its 
cxistcn<v, the colonv tloundered in drifts of worth- 
K*ss pa|»cr. 

One characteristic grievance was addeil to the 
cfMuitlcss woes of Canadian counnerce. The gov- 
ernnH»nt was so jeah>us of popular meetings of all 
kind**, that for a long tinu» it forl>ade men'hants to 
meet toirether for dis<Missinir their atTair* ; and, it 
wa** not till 1717 that the estahlishment of a htntrse 
or exchange was permitted at Quel>ec and Mun- 
tn-:d.' 

In n*'*j>ert of taxation. Canada, as coinpanMl with 

I FfiitB ft ttni . I :;:o ' / I'/ . -I'"'. 4oJ. 4.;»i, 4M. 
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France, had no reason to complain. If the king 
permitted governors and intendants to make card 
money, he permitted nobody to impose taxes but 
himself. The Canadians paid no direct civil tax, 
except in a few inaUinces where temporary and 
local assessments were ordered for special objects. 
It was the fur trade on which the chief burden 
fell. One-fourth of the beaver-skins, and one-tenth 
of the moose-hides, belonged to the king ; and wine, 
brandy, and tobacco contributed a duty of ten per 
cent. During a long course of years, these were 
the only imposts. The king, also, retained the 
exclusive right of the fur trade at Tadoussac. A 
vast tract of wilderness extending from St. Paul's 
Bay to a point eighty leagues down the St. Law- 
rence, and stretching indefinitely northward towards 
Hudson's Bay, formed a sort of royal preser\'e, 
whence every settler was rigidly excluded. The 
farniei's of the revenue had their trading-houses at 
Tadoussac, whither the northern tribes, until war, 
pestilence, and brandy consumed them, brought 
every sunmier a large quantity of furs. 

^Vlien, in 1674, the West India Company, to 
whom these imposts had been granted, was extin- 
guished, the king resumed possession of them. The 
various duties, along with the trade of Tadoussjic, 
were now farmed out to one Oudiette and his 
associates, who paid the Crown three hundred and 
fifty tliousiind livres for their privilege.^ 



I The nnnnnl return to the king from the/mnedH Canada wa», for some 
years. 110.(M)0 trttiics (livres). Out of this were paid from 85,000 to 40.000 
francs a year fur " ordinary charges." The governor, intendant, and all 
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We come now to a tnicle far more important 
than all the rest together, one which absorbed 
the entei-prise of the colony, drained the life- 
sjip from other branches of commerce, and, even 
more than a vicious system of government, kept 
them in a state of chronic debility, — the hardy, 
adventurous, lawless, fascinating fur trade. In 
the eighteenth century, Canada exported a mod- 
erate quantity of timber, wheat, the herb called 
ginseng, and a few other commodities ; but from 
first to last she lived chiefly on beaver-skins. The 
government tried without ceasing to control and 
regulate this traffic ; but it never succeeded. It 
aimed, above all things, to bring the trade home 
to the colonists, to prevent them from going to 
tJie Indians, and induce the Indians to come to 
thenL To this end a great annual fair was estab- 
lished by order of the king at Montreal. Thither 
every summer a host of savages came down from 
the lakes in their bark canoes. A place was assigned 
them at a little distance from the town. They 
landed, drew up their canoes in a line on the bank, 
took out their packs of beaver-skins, set up their 
wig^vams, slung their kettles, and encamped for 
the night. On the next day, there was a grand 
council on the common, between St. Paul Street 
and the river. Speeches of compliment were made 

troops except the Mnall gRrrisonH of Quebec, Montreal, and Three Hivers, 
Were paid from oilier sourcea. There wa-* a time wlien tlie balance must 
have been in the king's favor; but profit eoon changed to loss, owing 
partly (o wars, partly to the confusion into which the beaver trade soon 
fell. ** His Majesty," writes the ntinisier to the governor in 1(308, " may 
loon grow tired of a colony which, far from yielding him any profit, costs 
him immense sums every year." 
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amid a solemn smoking of pipes. The govcriKff- 
general was usuaUy present, seated in an armchair, 
while the visitors formed a ring about him, ranged 
in the order of their tribes. On the next day the 
trade began in the same place. Merchants of high 
and low degree brought up their goods from Que- 
bec, and every inhabitant of Montreal, of any sub- 
stance, sought a share in the profit. Their booths 
were set along the palisades of the town, and each 
had an interpreter, to whom he usually promised a 
certain portion of his gains. The scene abounded in 
those contrasts — not always edifying, but alwap 
picturesque — which mark the whole course of 
French Canadian history. Here was a throng of In- 
dians armed with bows and arrows, war-clubs, or the 
cheap guns of the trade ; some of them completely 
naked except for the feathers on their heads and the 
paint on their faces ; French bush-rangers tricked 
out with savage finery ; merchants and habitant 
in their coarse and plain attire, and the grave 
priests of St. Sulpice robed in black. Order and 
sobriety were their watchwords, but the wild gath- 
ering was beyond their control. The prohibition 
to sell brandy could rarely be enforced ; and the 
fair ended at times in a pandemonium of drunken 
frenzy. The rapacity of trade, and the license of 
savages and coureurs de bois^ had completely tnms- 
fornied the pious settlement. 

A similar fair was established at Three Rivers, 
for the Algonquin tribes north of that place. These 
yearly markets did not fully answer the desired 
object. There was a constant tendency among 
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the inhabitants of Canada to form settlements above 
MontiwiK in onler to intercept the Indians on their 
way down, drench them with brandy, and get their 
furs from them at low nites in advance of the fair. 
Suoh soltleinents were forbidden, but not prevented. 
The audacious " squatter" delied edict and onli- 
Dimce and the fury of drunken s;ivages, and bohlly 
pkinted himself in the psith of the descending trade. 
Xor is this a matter of surprise ; for he was usually 
the so<*ret agent of some high colonial oflicer, an 
intondant, the lo<*al governor, or the governor- 
;r«n«'iiil. who oflcMi used his power to enforce the 
law agiiinst othei*s. and to violate it himself. 

This was not all ; for the more youthful and 
vigorous jKirt of the male population soon beg;m to 
es<M]M* into the woods, and trade with the Indians 
far bfvond the limits of the remotc»st settlements. 
IliTf. too, manv of them were in leajrue with the 
nuthoritirs. who ch*nounc»cMl the abuse while secretly 
favoring the portion ol it in which they themselves 
Were interesteil. The home government, unable 
to pn*vt»nt the evil, trie<l to regulate it. Licenses 
Were i>»iued for the ft)rest tnnleJ Their nmnber 
wa^ liiiiiteil to twenty-fivt». an*! the privileges which 
they <*nnferred varii'il at ililTerent jKTitMls. In Ijii 
Il(»iitan*s time, earli lietMi<e autliori/etl the depart- 
ure of two eanoes loadtMJ with g<M)ds. One canoe 
oiilv \\;i< aflerwanls allowed, bearin;^ three men 
witii aliniit four huiidreil poimds o{ freight. The 
lierUM'S wrre sometimes sold for the ]»rolit of 
governmi'nt, but many were givi'U to wlilows of 

I 0>Jre$dm^ *'la Traile du Canada, lo^l. 
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officers and other needy persons, to the hospitals, 
or to favorites and retainers of the governor. ThoM 
who could not themselves use them sold them to 
merchants or voyageiirs^ at a price varying from a 
thousand to eighteen hundred francs. They were 
valid for a year and a lialf ; and each canoeman 
had a share in the profits, which, if no accident 
happened, w^ere very large. The license system 
was several times suppressed and renewed again; 
hut, like the fair at Montreal, it failed completely 
to answer its purpose, and restrain the young 
men of Canada from a general exodus into the 
wilderness.^ 

The most characteristic features of the Canadian 
fur trade still remain to be seen. Oudiette and 
his associates were not only charged with collect- 
ing the revenue, but were also vested with an 
exclusive right of transporting all the beaver-skins 
of the colony to France. On their part they were 
compelled to receive all beaver-skins brought to 
their magazines ; and, after deducting the fourth 
belonging to the king, to pay for the rest at a fixed 
price. This price was graduated to the different 
qualities of the fur; but the average cost to the 
collectors was a little more than three francs a 
pound. The inhabitants could barter their furs 
with merchants ; but the merchants must bring 
them all to the magazines of Oudiette, who paid in 
receipts convertible into bills of exchange. He 
soon found himself burdened with such a mass 

1 Before me is one of these licenses, signed bj the gorernor Denon* 
Yille. A condition of carrying no brandy is appended to it. 
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of beaver-skins, that the market was completely 
glutted. The French hatters refused to take them 
all ; and for the pjirt which they consented to take, 
thev p:ild chielly in hats, which Oudiette was not 
allowiMl to sell in France, but only in the French 
West Indies, where few people wanted them. An 
unlucky fashion of small hats diminished the con- 
sumption of fur and increased his endjarrassments, 
OS did also a pnictice conunon among the hatteni 
of mixing rabbit fur with the beaver. In his 
extriMuity he bethought him of setting up a hat 
factory for himself under the name of a certain 

m 

lieeU'ied hatter, thinking thei-eby to alann his cus- 
tomers into buyin;; his stock.' The other batten 
n><e in wrath and petitioned the minister. The 
nt'W factory was suppresst'd, and Oudiette soon 
biM-ame bankrupt. Another company of farmers 
of tbe revt'nue took his place witb similar result.s. 
The action of the law of supply and demand was 
cinnpletely arrested by the peremptory e<lict which, 
with a view to tbe pn)sperity of the colony and 
th«' pnifit of the kiug, recpiired the company to 
tiike every beavt»r-skin offered. 

All i.anada, thinking it.self sure of its price, 
ru'^lu-d into tbe beaver tnule, and tluMiccumuhition 
(»f uns:dable furs became more and more sutTo- 
ratinir. The farmers of the n»venue couhl n<)t 
UHM't their en;rsi;renHMits. Their bills of t»xfh:n!i;e 
w«Te unpaid, and (.ana<1a was filh»d with distri"*s 
nn«l consternation. In lT<>^Ka chan«^t» of systt-m 
was ordered. The monoiM)ly of exporting braver 
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was placed in the hands of a company formed d 
the chief inhabitants of Canada. Some of them 
hesitated to take the risk ; but the government 
was not to be trifled with, and the minister, Pon- 
chartrain, wrote in terms so peremptory, and so 
menacing to the recusants, that, in the words of a 
writer of the time, he " shut everybody's mouth." 
About a himdred and fifty merchants accordingly 
subscribed to the stock of the new company, and 
immediately petitioned the king for a ship and a 
loan of seven hundred thousand francs. They 
were required to take off the hands of the farmers 
of the revenue an accumulation of more than six 
hundred thousand pounds of beaver, for which, 
however, they were to pay but hfilf its usual price. 
The market of France absolutely refused it, and 
the directors of the new company saw no better 
course than to burn three-fourths of the trouble- 
some and perishable commodity ; nor was this the 
first resort to this strange expedient. One cannot 
repress a feeling of indignation at the fate of the 
interesting and unfortunate animals uselessly sacri- 
ficed to a false economic system. In order to rid 
themselves of what remained, the directors begged 
the king to issue a decree, requiring all hatters to 
put at least three ounces of genuine beaver-fur 
into each hat. 

All was in vain. Tlie affairs of the company fell 
into a confusion which was aggravated by the bad 
faith of some of its chief members. In 1707, it was 
succeeded by another company, to whose magazines 
every habitant or merchant was ordered to bring 
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every beavcr-skin in his possession within forty- 
eight hours ; and the company, like its predcccs- 
BorSj was required to receive it, and pay for it in 
written promises. Again the market was over- 
whelmed with a surfeit of beaver. Again the bills 
of exchange were unpaid, and all was confusion 
and distress. Among the memorials and petitions 
to which this state of things gave birth, there is 
one conspicuous by the presence of good sense 
and the absence of self-interest. The writer pro- 
poses tliat there should be no more monopoly, but 
that everybody should be free to buy beaver-skins 
and send them to France, subject only to a moil- 
cnite duty of entry. The proposiil wa.^ not accepted. 
In 1721, the monopoly of exporting beaver-skins 
w;l«* given to the new West India Company ; but 
this time it wius provided that the government 
should direct from time to time, according to the 
capacities of the market, the quantity of furs which 
the company should be forced to receive.* 

Out of the beaver trade rose a huge evil, baneful 
to the growth and the monds of Canada. AH that 
was most active and vi^^orous in the colonv ttM)k 
to the woods, an*] es(*npetl from the control of in- 
teudants, counciN, an<l priests, to the saviigt* fn*e- 

I I'^ii tite fur triiili* (lio <1'ii'iinirti(H I'MH^til'ctl an* very nMiuToii*. The 
f>il|ii,« iri;; are tin* nv»#t inii-tirtant • M/mu'rr sur ct #/■«' in i-»iw» ,V /'-mi- 

n^'v i/i| ' 'ii«fur rf #rf iV/v Pii/i|firrX, I 7 1 •'• ^ Mt'iHttiif fturrrmittt Ir t\ntUfTi€ 

Jr T ' 'r '«' ' IrM /Viur., » f' /. 4 S-i>iri.f*t, l»i •! ; .1/r'n*» ' «»i- /» f'-i'*i-ia 

/.'•f I* i"/».iif. lit'.M'i ■ M/',nt» 1/ i .\'/:>triiiut* 1/. /.i /»'Wi.//» .fui f .1' ' '•■•»"f nt 
f% ' '.|f ii/'J M ir III /* .1.11 '.-ii i/r tf f^ t* r,t-wr-iiv /• .« ' .j»'. ■. » tf .f ' r, f ■• ■ <• f 
ii i' ,' in** « t't f'f'ttr* ,f'i TV r^f •f pf%rh»- f/. Ai }f '''h, ]''•'.**'. Mt' . * tin 
Sr iitvrim »Hr i,i I't-itif ft Ui Ftrme du i'ii»tijr\ l«*i'.Hi , J/rinmrf !■• tcKtut U 
CVMMcrcc «/m Caiuida, 1057, tte. 
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dom of the wilderness. Not only were the posable 
profits great ; but, in the pursuit of them, there was 
a fascinating element of adventure and danger. 
The bush-rangers or coureurs de hois were to the 
king an object of horror. They defeated his plans 
for the increase of the population, and shocked Us 
native instinct of discipline and order. Edict after 
edict was directed against them ; and more than 
once the colony presented the extraordinary spec- 
tacle of the greater part of its young men 
turned into forest outlaws. But severity was dan- 
gerous. The offenders might be driven over to 
the English, or converted into a lawless banditti, 
renegades of civilization and the faith. Therefore, 
clemency alternated with rigor, and declarations 
of amnesty with edicts of proscription. Neither 
threats nor blandishments were of much avail. 
We hear of seigniories abandoned ; farms turning 
again into forests ; wives and children left in desti- 
tution. The exodus of the coureurs de hois would 
take, at times, the character of an organized move- 
ment. The famous Du Lhut is said to have made 
a genend combination of the young men of Canada 
to follow him into the woods. Their plan was to 
be absent four years, in order that the edicts against 
them miiicht have time to relent. The intendant 
Duchesneau reported that eight hundred men out 
of a population of less than ten thousand soids had 
vanished from sight in the immensity of a bound- 
less wilderness. Whereupon the king ordered that 
any person going into the woods without a license 
should be whipped and branded for the first offence, 
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and sent for life to the galleys for the second.' 
The order was more easily given than enforced. 
*' I must not conceal from you, monseigneur," again 
writes Duchesneau, " that the disobedience of the 
coureurs tie boint has reacheil such a {K)int that 
t'vervboilv boldlv contnivenes the kin^^'a intenlic- 
tions; that there is no longer any concealment; 
and that parties are collected with astonishing in- 
solence to go and trade in the Indian country. 1 
have done all in my power to prevent this evil, 
which mav cause the ruin of the colonv. I have 
enactetl onlinances against the coureurs de hois ; 
against the merchants who furnish them with goods; 
against the gentlemen and others who harbor them, 
and i*vi»n a<rainst thoso who have anv knowliMl^re 
of tiii'm. and will not inform the local judges. All 
has bi'(*n in vain; inasnnich as some of the most 
(•im'^itlcrablt' families are interested with them, and 
tbe governor lets them go on and even shares 
their profits."^ "You are aware, monseigneur/' 
writes I)en4)nville, some veai-s later, " that the 
cnt/nurs (Iv bois are a great evil, but you are not 
aware lu)w great this evil is. It deprives the 
enuntry of its etTe<'tive men ; makes them indoeih% 
<icliauehed, and incapable of diseipliue, and turns 
them into pret(*n(le<l nol)K»s, wearing tlie swonl 
an<i decked out with laee, botli thc*v and tlieir 
n-latiuiH, who all atTeet to bt» geiitlenn»n and ladies. 
As fur eultivating tlie soil, tliey will mit hear of it. 

' /*- //•■, a /''■•'-^W'Jr. ;;n ,lr»-./. 1«>1. On ;ill<i!!rr f»' • j^iiill, It flA« 

ur>l<-ri- I that miv |i«*f*<iii thu* olTfinliii^ itliiMilil »ul!«-r -Ivaih. 
* S. Y i'oUiiiiAl I>«k:» , 1\. 1>«1. 
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This, along with the scattered condition of the 
settlements, causes their children to be as unruly 
as Indians, being brought up in the same manner. 
Not that there are not some very good people here, 
but they are in a minority." * In another despatch 
he enlarges on their vagabond and lawless ways, 
their indifference to marriage, and the mischief 
caused by their example; describes how, on th^r 
return from the woods, they swagger like lords, 
spend all their gains in dress and drunken revelry, 
and despise the peasants, whose daughters they 
will not deign to marry, though they are peasants 
themselves. 

It was a curious scene when a party of coureurs 
de hois returned from their rovings. Montreal 
was their harboring place, and they conducted 
themselves much like the crew of a man-of-war 
paid off after a long voyage. As long as their 
beaver-skins lasted, they set no bounds to their 
riot. Every house in the place, we are told, was 
turned into a drinking shop. The new-comers 
were bedizened with a strange mixture • of French 
and Indian finery ; while some of them, with in- 
stincts more thoroughly savage, stalked about the 
streets as naked as a Pottawattamie or a Sioux. 
The clamor of tongues was prodigious, and gam- 
bling and drinking filled the day and the night. 
When at last they were sober again, they sought 
absolution for their sins; nor could the priests 
venture to bear too hard on their unruly penitents, 

1 DeDODville, M€moire sur VEatat dea Affaires de la NouveUe France. 
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Ie9t thev should break wbollv with the church and 
dii<pon<^? thenceforth with her sacrainent8. 

Under such leaders as Du Lhut, the counurs de 
hoU built fort8 of palissides at various point:) 
throughout the West and Northwest. They liad 
a post of this sort at Detroit some time before its 
pennanent settkMuent, as well as others on Ijiike 
Superior and in the valley of the Mississippi. Tbey 
oi*cupied them as long as it suited their puiixisesy 
and then abandoned them to the next comer. 
Michillimackinac was, however, their chief resort ; 
and thence they would set out, two or three 
to^rethen to roam for hundreils of miles through 
the endless meshwork of interlocking lakes and 
rivers wliich sctams the northern wilderness. 

Ni> won<ler that a year or two of bush-ninging 
sjmiIKmI them for civilization. Though nt)t a very 
valuable member of society, and though a thorn 
in the sidc» of princes an<l rulers, the vourvur de 
ho!,^ had his uses, at least from an artistic point of 
view ; ami his strange figure, sometiiues brutally 
havagc, but oftener marked with the liiu*s of a 
dan-nlevil courage*, and a reckless, thoughtless 
gaycty, will always be joiuetl to the memories of 
tiiat gniinl world of woods which the ninett'cnth 
<*f»iitury is fast civilizing out of existence. At h'ast, 
hi* is pictun*M|ue, and with his red-^kiu (*oiii|iauinn 
MTve- tt) animate forest s<M'Uery. i\*rli:i|i^ hr <miu1i1 
hoiiH'tiincs fci*l. without knowing that In* tVlt tli<*m, 
till* charms of tla* sivage nature that ha<l a<lo|»t('d 
him. Kiidt* as Ik* was, hrr voi(*«* iiia\ imt al\\a\s 
have been meaningless for one who kn<*\\ Iht 
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haunts so well ; deep recesses where, veiled in 
foliage^ some wild shy rivulet steals with tinud 
music through breathless caves of verdure ; gul& 
where feathered crags rise like castle walls, where 
the noonday sun pierces with keen rays athwart 
the torrent, and the mossed arms of fallen pines 
cast wavering shadows on the illumined foam; 
pools of liquid crystal turned emerald in the re- 
flected green of impending woods ; rocks on whose 
rugged front the gleam of sunlit waters dances in 
quivering light ; ancient trees hurled headlong by 
the storm to dam the raging stream with their 
forlorn and savage ruin; or the stem depths of 
immemorial forests, dim and silent as a cavern, 
columned with innumerable trimks, each like an 
Atlas upholding its world of leaves, and sweating 
peipetual moisture down its dark and channelled 
rind ; some strong in youth, some grisly with 
decrepit age, nightmares of strange distortion, 
gnarled and knotted with wens and goitres; 
roots intertwined beneath like serpents petrified 
in an agony of contorted strife ; green and 
glistening mosses carpeting the rough ground, 
mantling the rocks, turning pulpy stumps to 
mounds of verdure, and swathing fallen trunks 
as bent in the impotence of rottenness, they lie 
outstretched over knoll and hollow, like moulder- 
in*^ reptiles of the primeval world, while around, 
and on and through them, springs the young 
growth that battens on their decay, — the forest 
devouring its own dead. Or, to turn from its 
funereal shade to the light and life of the open 
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woodland* the sheen of sparkling lakes, and mount* 
ains backing in the glory of the summer noon, 
fleckcMl hy the shadows of passing clouds that soil 
on MMowy wings across the transparent azure. 

Yet it would be false coloring to paint the 
half-savage coureur de bois as a romantic lover 
of nature. He liked the woods because they 
emancipated him from restraint. He liked the 
lounging ease of the camp-fire, and the license of 
Indian villages. Ilis life has a dark and ugly side^ 
which is nowhere drawn more strongly than in a 
lettiT written by the Jesuit Carheil to the intend- 
ant Champigny. It was at a time when some of 
the outlying forest j>osts, originally either missions 
or tniusicnt stations of counurs de hoisy had re- 
ccMved ri'gular garrisons. Carheil writes from 
Mit^hiUiinnckinac, and describes the state of things 
around him like one whom long familiarity with 
them had stripped of every illusion. 

But here, for the present, we pause ; for the 
father touches on other matters than the coureura 
tie hoiJ<. an<l we reserve him and his letter for the 
next chapter. 



CHAPTER XVm. 

1668-1702. 
THE BOSSIONS. THE BRANDY QUESTION. 

Thb Jesuits ahd thb Iroquois. — Mission Yillaobs. — Michilu- 
XACKiNAO. — Fathbr Carhkil. — Trmpbrancb. — Brandt asd 
THE Isdiaxs. — Strong Mbaaurbs. — Disputes. — License ai«d 
Prohibition. — Views of the Kino. — Trade and the Jesuits. 

For a year or two after De Tracy had chastised 
the Mohawks, and humbled the other Iroquois 
nations, ail was rose color on the side of that 
dreaded confederacy. The Jesuits, defiant as usual 
of hardship and death, had begun their ruined 
missions anew. Bruyas took the Mission of the 
Martyrs among the Mohawks ; Milet, that of Saint 
Francis Xavier, among the Oneidas ; Lamberville, 
that of Saint John the Baptist among the Onon- 
dagas; Carheil, that of Saint Joseph among the 
Cayugas; and Raffeix and Julien Garnier shared 
between them the three missions of the Senecas. 
The Iroquois, after their punishment, were in a 
frame of mind so hopeful, that the fathers imagined 
for a moment that they w^ere all on the point of 
accepting the faith. This was a consummation 
earnestly to be wished, not only from a religious, 
but also from a political point of view. The 
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complete conversion of the Iroquois meant their 
estnmgenient from the heretic English and Dutch, 
nn<l their finn alliance with the French. It meant 
safety for Canada, and it ensured for her the fur 
tnide of the Ulterior freed from English rivalry. 
Hence the importance of these missions, and hence 
their double character. While the Jesuit toiled 
to convert his savage hosts, he watched them at 
the sjime time with the eye of a shrewd political 
njrent ; reported at Quebec the result of his obser- 
vations, and by every means in his power sought 
to alienate them from England, and attach them 
to France. 

Tlieir simple conversion, by placing them wholly 
under his influence, would have outweighed in 
politictil value all other agencies combined; but 
the flattering hopes of the earlier years soon van- 
ishetl. Some petty successes against other tribes 
so elate<l the Iroquois, that they ceased to care for 
French alliance or French priests. Then a few 
petty reverses would dash their spirits, and dispose 
them a^in to listen to Jesuit counsels. Every 
success of a war-party was a loss to the faith, and 
every reverse was a gain. Meanwhile a more re- 
pidsive or a more critical existence than that of a 
Jesuit father in an Iroquois town is scarcely con- 
ceivable. Tlie torture of prisoners tunie<l into a 
horrible festivity foe the whole tribe ; foul and 
cra/y orgies in which, a.s the priest thought, the 
powers of darkness took a sptKrial delight ; drunken 
riots, the work of Dutch brandy, when he was 
forced to seek refuge from death in his chapel, — 
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a sanctuary which superstitious fear withheld the 
Indians from violating ; these, and a thousand dis- 
gusts and miseries, filled the record of his days, 
and be bore them all in patience. Not only were 
the eai'ly Canadian Jesuits men of an intense 
religious zeal, but they were also men who lived 
not for themselves but for their order. Their 
faults were many and great, but the grandeur of 
their self-devotion towers conspicuous over all. 

At Caughnawaga, near Montreal, may still be 
seen the remnants of a mission of converted Iro- 
quois, whom the Jesuits induced to leave the 
temptations of their native towns and settle here, 
undfer the wing of the church. They served as a 
bulwark against the English, and sometimes did 
good service in time of war. At Sillery, near 
Quebec, a band of Abenaquis, escaping from the 
neighborhood of the English towards the close of 
Philip's War, formed another mission of similar 
character. The Sulpitians had a third at the foot of 
the mountain of Montreal, where two massive stone 
towers of the fortified Indian town are standing to 
this day. All these converted savages, as well as 
those of Lorette and other missions far and near, 
were used as allies in war, and launched in scalping 
parties against the border settlements of New 
England. 

Not only the Sulpitians, but also the seminary 
priests of Quebec, the Eecollets, and even the Ca- 
puchins, had missions more or less important, and 
more or less permanent; but the Jesuits stood 
always in the van of religious and political propa- 
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gnndism ; and all the forest tnbcs felt their influence, 
from Actulia and Miiinc to the plains beyond the 
MissiHsippi. Next in importance to their Ii-oquois 
mission:* were tha'^e among the Algonquin:) of the 
northern kikcn. Here was the grand doiiiiiin of 
thi' be.iver trade ; and the thief woes of the niia- 
nioniiry spnmg not from the Indians, but from his 
own countrymen. Beaver-skins had produce<l an 
etTi-ct akin to that of gold in our own day, and the 
ilcfpt'st recesses of the wilderness were invatled by 
L';i;jer scL-kcrs after gain. The focus of the evil 
was at Father Mar<|uette'rt old mission of Michilli- 
niiKkinac. First, year after year came a riotous 
inviL-iiun of coureurs de boin, and then a gjirrison 
folluwcd to cn)wn the miscliief. Di!*cipline was 
very weak at these advanced [wsl,"", and, to eke 
uut thi-ir pay. tlie soldiers were allowed to trade; 
hnindy. wlu-ther permitted or interdicted, being 
llie I'liii'f iirticU? of barter. Fatlier Klienue Carlieil 
was drivi-n alinost to despair ; and he wrote to the 
inti'ndant, bis fu.-t friend and former pupil, the long 
eltt-r already nu-ntioncd. " Our missions." he 
tiyx. "arc reduced to such extix'uiily tliat we can 
III liMi,:^cr maintain theui against the infinity of 
ii-<)nliT. brutalily. vioU'ncc, injustice, impiety, 
iii|iurl:y. in-oIcnc(>. scorn, nud insult, which the 
l*-|i1iii-al>|i- and inl'amoiis trallic in bnindy Inn 
prcad mil verbally aitiung the Imlians of thesv 
lari". ... In ihi- despair iti which wc an- plunged, 
iicliing remains for us but to ulNinilon them to the 
n-an-Iv selk-rs ils a douiaiu g^^^^gffMM kud 
lebauehery." 
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He complains bitterly of the officers in command 
of the fort, who, he says, far from repressing dis- 
orders, encourage them by their example, aikl are 
even worse than their subordinates, " insomuch that 
all our Indian villages are so many taverns for 
drunkenness and Sodoms for iniquity, which we 
shall be forced to leave to the just wrath and ven- 
geance of God." He insists that the garrisons are 
entirely useless, as they have only four occupa- 
tions : first, to keep open liquor shops for crowds 
of drunken Indians ; secondly, to roam from place 
to place, carrj'ing goods and brandy under the 
onlers of the commandant, who shares their profits; 
thirdly, to gamble day and night; fourthly, to " turn 
the fort into a place which I am ashamed to call 
by its right name ; " and he describes, with a curious 
amplitude of detail, the swarms of Indian girls who 
are hired to make it their resort. " Such, mon- 
seigneur, qre the only employments of the soldiers 
maintained here so many years. If this can be 
called doing the king service, I admit that such 
service is done for him here now, and has always 
been done for him here ; but I never saw any other 
done in my life." He further declares that the 
commandants oppose and malign the missionaries, 
while of the presents which the king sends up 
the country for distribution to the Indians, they, the 
Indians, get nothing but a little tobacco, and the 
officer keeps the rest for himself.* 

1 Of the officera in command at Michillimackinac while Carheil wai 
tliere, he partially excepts La Durantaye from his strictures, but bea^ 
very hard on La Motte-Cadillac, who hated the Jesuits and was hated by 
them in turn. La Motte, on his part, writes that " the miaaioiuuies wish 
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From the misconduct of officers and soldiers, he 
passes to that of the conreurs de hois and licensed 
tnulers ; and here he is eciually severe. lie dilates 
on the evils which result from permitting the colo- 
nists to go to the Indians instead of requiring the 
Indians to come to the settlementa. *' It serves 
onl V to rob the countrv of all its voun*^ men, weaken 
families* deprive wives of their husbands, sisters of 
their brothers, and parents of their children; exi>ose 
the vovawrs to a hundred danwrs of bodv and 
soul ; involve them in a multitude of expenses, 
s<»un» noci'ssary, some useless, and some criuiinal ; 
a(*custom tliem to do no work, and at last disgust 
them witli it for ever; make them live in constant 

idK»nt'ss. unfit them comi)letelv for anv trade, and 

I • • 

ren<ler tliem useless to themselves, their families, 
and tlie public. But it is less as reganls the bo<ly 
than as n*ganls the soul, that this trallii^ of tho 
Kivnch a.uon;r tlie sava;r^*s is infinitflv hurtful. It 
carries them far away from churches, separates 
them from priests and nuns, and sevei-s them from 
all iiistru<-iion, all exercise of religion, and all 
spiritual aid. It sends them into places wild and 
uliuii^t inaeee^sible. through a thousiind perils by 
laii'l and water, to carry on by base, abject, and 
sbauK'ful nutans a trade which would much better 
be <*arrinl on at Montreal." 

Hut in the eonipleti^ transfer of tlu» trade to 
Mnntreal. he sees insuperable <lillieulties, and he 

fif l^' niii«T»T» %»In-ri'»i-r tlii'v art*, aimI ra!m«>t tiilrr;ilr nii_\)i«Hly alM>Te 
T^« iiiM Iti-« " N V ('iitiiiiinl I>>ii».. IX. •>T. Ktir iiMi- )i ni«in' rniphntic 
r \|'rc««)i«n» of til* « i«*w« I •III! iTiiiiiK tlifiii. M^' twii Ifttvn fmoi him, trmo^ 
UuO lo MivMuii'i barl^- Uutury of Micliigan. 

21 
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procee<1s to suggest, as the last and best resort, that 
garrisons and officers should be withdrawn, and 
licenses abolished ; that discreet and virtuous per- 
sons should be chosen to take charge of all the 
trade of the upper country; that these persons 
should be in perfect sympathy and correspondence 
with the Jesuits; and that the trade should be 
carried on at the missions of the Jesuits and in 
their presence.^ 

This letter brings us again face to face with the 
brandy question, of which we have seen something 
already in the quarrel between Avaugour and the 
bishop. In the summer of 1648, there was held 
at the mission of Sillery a temperance meeting; 
the first in all probability on this continent. The 
drum beat after mass, and the Indians gathered at 
the summons. Then an Algonquin chief, a zealous 
convert of the Jesuits, proclaimed to the crowd a 
late edict of the governor imposing penalties for 
drunkenness, and, in his own name and that of 
the other chiefs, exhorted them to abstinence, 
declaring that all drunkards should be handed over 
to the French for punishment. Father Jerome 
Lalemant looked on delighted. " It was," he says, 
" the finest public act of jurisdiction exercised 
among the Indians since I have been in this coun- 
try. From the beginning of the world they have 
all thought themselves as great lords, the one .is 
the other, and never before submitted to their 
chiefs any further than they chose to do so."* 

1 Lett re tin Pcre EtUnne Carheii de. la ComjMijnit de Jisun h Vfntendcad 
Chnmpiijny, Mi chill imncklnaCy 30 Aout, 1702 (Arduvts NcUioHtde»). 
'^ Laluuiant, Rel., 1G48, p. 43. 
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Tliere was great need of reform ; for a demon 
of drunkenness seemed to possess these unhappy 
trilKJs. Nevertheless, with all their rage for brandy, 
they sometimes showed in regard to it a self-con- 
trol quite adminible in its way. When at a fair, 
a council, or a friendly visit, their entertainers 
regjUed them with mtions of the coveted liquor, 
•o pruriently measured out that they could not be 
the worse for it, they would unite their several por- 
tionn in a connnon stock, which they would then 
divide among a few of their number, tints enabling 
them to attain that complete intoxication which, in 
their view, was the true end of all drinking. The 
objects of this singular benevolence were expected 
to rec|uite it in kind on some future occasion. 

A drunken Indian with weai)ons within reach, 
was very dangerous, and all prudent persons kept 
out of liis way. Tliis greatly pleiu^ed him; for, 
KHMng everybody nm before him, he fancied him- 
si'lf a great chief, and howled and swung liis toma- 
hawk witli redoubled fury. If, as often ha|)pened, 
he maiuKHl or munleriHl some wretch not nimble 
enough to esiiipe, his countrymen absolve<l him 
from all guilt, and blamed only the brandy. Hence, 
if an Indian wishe<l to take a safe revenge on some 
|H*rM)nal enirmy, he would pretend to be drunk ; 
antl, not onlv munlers but other crimes were often 
ronunitted by false clainumts to the bacchanalian 
privilege. 

In the eves of the missionaries, brand v was a 
fiemi with all crimes an<l mis<M*ies in his train ; 
and, in fact, nothing earthly could better deserve 




824 THE MISSIONS. BRANDT QUESTION. [IfSl^im 

the epithet infernal than an Indian town in 
the height of a drunken debauch. The orgiea 
never ceased till the bottom of the barrel was 
reached. Then came repentance, despair, wailing, 
and bitter invective against the white men, the 
cause of all the woe. In the name of the public 
good, of humanity, and above all of religion, the 
bishop and the Jesuits denounced the fatal traffic. 

Their case was a strong one ; but so was the 
case of their opponents. There was real and immi- 
nent danger that the thirsty savages, if refused 
brand V by the French, would seek it from the 
Dutch and English of New York. It was the most 
potent lure and the most killing bait. Wherever 
it was found, thither the Indians and their beaver- 
skins were sure to go, and the interests of the fur 
trade, vital to the colony, were bound up with it. 
Nor was this all, for the merchants and the civil 
powers insisted that religion and the saving of 
souls were bound up with it no less ; since, to repel 
the Indians from the Catholic French, and attract 
them to the heretic English, was to turn them from 
ways of grace to ways of perdition.^ The argu- 
ment, no doubt, was dashed largely with hypocrisy 
in those who used it ; but it was one which the 
priests were greatly perplexed to answer. 

In former days, when Canada was not yet trans- 
formed from a mission to a colony, the Jesuits 
entered with a high hand on the work of reform. 

1 " Ce commerce est absolument necessaire pour attirer les sauvagei 
dans lea colonies fran^oises, et par ce moyen leur donner les premierei 
teinturcs de la foy/' M€moirt dt Colbert^ joint a sa lettre a DuckeMneau dt 
24 Jfa/, 1678. 
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It £arcd hard with tlic culprit caught in the act 
of selling bmndy to Indians. They led him, after 
the sermon, to the door of the church ; where, kneel- 
ing on the pavement, partially stript and bearing 
in hid hand the penitential torch, he underwent a 
vigorous flagellation, laid on by Father Le Mercier 
himself, after the fashion formerly practised in the 
case of refractory school-boys.* Bi.shop Laval not 
only discharged against the offenders volleys of 
wholesale excommunication, but he made of the 
offence a " reserved aise ; " that is, a case in which 
tlie power of gnuiting absolution was reserved to 
himself alone. This produced great commotion, and 
a violent conflict between religious scruples and a 
p:L<sion for gain. The bishop an<l the Jesuits stood 
inflexible ; while their opponents added bitterness 
to the quarrel by charging them with permitting 
certain favored i>ersons to sell bnuidy, unpunished, 
and even covertly selling it themselves.' 

* M/m'tir* i/*- f^MmrMmii, lfi71. 

5 /^/fr#. ,h f%iri*M AuUn tie la ChtMnnff^, 24 Ort., K»OS. After ppcak- 
inff **( ilitf vi«T«fivtf ripir of ttiv Itintiop. he ailtlt : ** L'on (lit. et il ent vrmi, 
qiir 'Uii* ren teiiip*i ti lichcux, Hmi> imMente <le puuTrete (Imia leu iHiiiille*, 
Cfrtainini i;en» aviiient |M'ni)iK^iiin dVn trailer, je rnilN ttuijoiim «vi*4< la 
r«-MTvi> •!«• lie |ui« eiiivrtT." l)uiiteiiiiil. Mt'mturr ilr l«i71. nayii tliHt I«jitii1 
cit-i'fiiniiiiiicatitl nil brttiiilv M'lierii, ** il rexivptiun, ii«'aiinioiiiii. ile i|ijtfl- 
qu«-« iiartii-ulier* qn'il vouliiit f'«^(iriMT " lit' nayn furtliiT tlmt I In* iMnhup 
an<l tl>e Jfaiiil IU|C lit* lien n hail a I'lvrk wtioiu tliey eiiipln^iil at .Vni frMiirg 
a ««-ar t'l Iraile willi the Iii«liaiii«, pa\ iii|{ them in iii|ii(ini (nr lh<-ir ftir» ; 
aii'l thai tt>r a tiniv thv e(-i'lf»ia<»tirii ha<l thl» tniili* t»» lhi-iiiM'i\i>«. ilcir 
•r«rrit)f« liaviti|{ 4lercrr«*«l iiiniit uthtTn tnun ^eiituriii^ iiitu it. I..i Salle. 
yte^^f i/r I'tT^, <lit Ure» that, " \W \U* J/*Hit*s) n-fiiofiit ruli^itiuiimi a 
C«- Il 4>ii IH' %fiilviit |ia* priMiN-tlri* ili* iiVii phi* \«'ii«iri'. rt *'i|« im iinMit i n 
rr* flat. lU If* pri\<*iit ilt* hi )>i-p«ihiire i-t-i-lfiiiHMliipH- : hm •••nti.im lU *u 
|» rnirlU'iit a riii nii-«iiii'« i>aii« uiiriiiii* tlitlii-ulti- 1 «• i.ii'miih- tr.iiii i|ii<'><|i«« 
til «!r kiirtr lit* tratir iknil iiit«-r>ittc « tnii* \v* ri'i'l«-»i.i«(ii{iH » p.ir !«■* luihiu- 
Damv* (111 Uiiv ft |uir iiih* hiiHe «*&pri'i»rc tin ra|H'" I ^i\l- tht»e u»»er> 
buna a« 1 Aud Uieui, and fur what they are wurtiL 
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Appeal was made to the king, who, with his 
Jesuit confessor, guardian of his conscience on one 
side, and Colbert, guardian of his worldly interests 
on the other, stood in some perplexity. The case 
was referred to the fathers of the Sorbonne, and 
they, after solemn discussion, pronounced the sell- 
ing of brandy to Indians a mortal sin.' It was 
next referred to an assembly of the chief mer- 
chants and inhabitants of Canada, held under the 
eye of the governor, intendant, and council, in the 
Chateau St. Louis. Each was directed to state his 
views in writing. The great majority were for 
unrestricted trade in bmndy; a few were for a 
limited and guarded trade; and two or three de- 
clared for prohibition.* Decrees of prohibition 
were passed from time to time, but they were un- 
availing. They were revoked, renewed, and re- 
voked again. They were, in fact, worse than 
useless ; for their chief effect was to turn traders 
and coiireurs de hois into troops of audacious con- 
trabandists. Attempts were made to limit the 
brandy trade to the settlements, and exclude it 
from the forest country, where its regulation was 
impossible; but these attempts, like the others, 
were of little avail. It is worthy of notice that, 
when brandy was forbidden everywhere else, it 
was permitted in the trade of Tadoussac, carried 
on for the profit of government.* 

* D^flt/mtion de la Sorltonne »ur la Traffe de» BoiMons, 8 Mam, 1675. 

* Proces-verltal de VA»semU€e tenue au Chateau de St, Louit de Qn^bee, U 
26 Oct., 1076, et jours suinmtx. 

' iMtre de Charles Aubert de la Chesnaye, 24 Oct., 1698. In the course 
of the quarrel a severe law passed hy the General Court of Massachu- 
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In spite of the Sorbonne, in spite of P^re La 
Chaise, and of the Archbishop of Paris, whom he 
aim consulted, the king was never at heart a pro- 
hibitionist.' His Canadian revenue was drawn 
from the fur trade ; and the singular argument of 
the partisans of brandy, tliat its attractions were 
needed to keep tlie Indians from contact with 
heresy, served admirably to salve his conscience. 
Bigot OA he was, he distrusted the Bishop of 
Quebec* the great champion of the anti-liquor 
movement. His own letters, as well as those of 
his minister, prove that he saw or thought that he 
Niw motives for the crusade verv different from 
thcwe inscribed on its banners. lie wrote to Saint- 
Vallicr, Ijaval's successor in the bishopric, that the 
hnindy tnule was very useful to the kingdom of 
France ; that it should be regulated, but not pre- 
vontinl ; that the consciences of his subjects nuist 
not be disturbed by denunciations of it as a sin; 
and tliat **it is well that you {the hishoj)) should 
take care that the zeal of the ecclesiastics is not 
<»xrit4Hl by jx^rsonal interests and passions."* Per- 
haps he alludes to the spirit of em^roachment and 
dominaticm whi(*h he an<l his minister in secret 
in^itruetions to their oflicers often impute to tlie 
bi'-hop and the chTgy, or perha|»s he may have in 
I nd other acvus;itions which had reached liim 



trtt* airainst the mIc of lii]iinr« to Iii'linn* wa« «rvtTiil timo« «ri:«"l nt nn 
(■i4fii|lf lo U* iiiiiiHttMl A iiijiy of it WH- oviit to tlic tii'.iii-tiT. ami u 
•tii> p tM-nv'l ill till* Ari-lii«fo ntflii* Mariiu* iiipI < 'iiliiiii-* 

> >rr. miioriie otiivr evhU-niv, .l/ri«i.ir^ mr U Jfutt tir» ii*M»som$^ 

' /x liff k S.im/.l'iuV.fr, 7 .|rr,7, IC*J\. 
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from time to time during many years, and of which 
the following from the pen of the most noted d 
Canadian governors will serve as an example. 
Count Frontenac declares that the Jesmts greatly 
exaggerate the disorders caused by brandy, and 
that they easily convince persons "who do not 
know the interested motives which have led them 
to harp continually on this string for more than 
forty years. . . . They have* long wished to have 
the fur trade entirely to themselves, and to keep 
out of sight the trade which they have always 
carried on in the woods, and which they are carry- 
ing on there now." ^ 

Trade of the Jesuits. — As I have observed in a fonner 
volume, the charge against the Jesuits of trading in beaver-skins 
datos from the beginning of the colony. In the private journal of 
Father Jerome Lalemant, their superior, occurs the following 
curious passage, under date of November, 1645: ^^ Pour la traite 
des castors. 1^ 15 de Nov. le bruit estant qu'on s'en alloit icy 
publier la defense qui auoit este publiee auz Trois Riuieres que 
pas vn n'eut k traiter auec les sauuages, le P. Vimont demanda i 
Mons. des Chastelets commis general si nous serious de pire con- 
dition soubs eux que soubs Messieurs de la Compagnie. La con- 
clusion f ut que non et que ce/a iroit pour nous a Vordinaire^ mats que 
nous lejissions doucement.^^ Journal des J^uifes, Two years after, 
on the request of Lalemant, the governor Montmagny, and his 
destined successor Aillebout, gave the Jesuits a certificate to the 
effe(tt that *' les ])eres de la compagnie de Jdsus sont innocents de 
la calomnie qui Icur a ete imputee, et ce quails en ontfait a etejtour 
le hien de la cnm.nunaufd et pour un bon sujet,** This leaves it to be 
inferred that they actually traded, though with good intentions. 
In 1001, in reply to similar ** calumnies," the Jesuits made by 
proxy a declaration before the council, stating, **que les dits 
Reverends Peres Jesultes n^ont fait jamais ancune profession de 
vendrc et n*unt jamais rien veudu, mais seulement que les marchai^ 
dises quils donnent aux particuliers ne sont que pour avoir lews 

1 Frontenac au MinUtre, 29 Oct., 1676. 
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w^rtivife*.^* This 18 an admission in a thin disguise. The word 
nw'rrfnife* is of very clastic intor]irvtation. In a memoir of Talon, 
l(k>T. ho nifiitiuiis, ** la traite de pvUeWries qu*ou assure qu*iU (/<« 
Jt'futtnt) font aux Oiituoiiacks ct au Cap de la Madeleine; ce que je 
III* s:ti« \»;m lie Koifiice ctTtainc." 

Th^t whit*h Talon did not know with certainty is made reason- 
aMy L'ifar tor us by a line in the private journal of Father Le 
>r rv'iiT, ^ho writoif under dat^* of 17 August, lOtJo, ** Le Ptn 
Fri-miu reiimnte sufM-rieur au Cap de la Magdeleine, ou le temi»orel 
enl vix t»un fstat. Comme U e*t Mirre de tout foin ifaucune traite, 
il d«*it s'uppliquer a riiiHtruction taut des Montaguels que dos 
Al^«>ii<|uinH.** Father Charles Albanel was charginl. under Fre- 
min. ^ith the affairs of the niisHion. including doulitlfss the Umd- 
jKintl iiittTi'sits, to the prosi>erity of ^hicb Father Ije Mercier 
alludes, and the cares of trade from which Father Freniiu was 
delivered. Cavelier de la Sidle dc^clared in 1(578, *' Le fiere Arba- 
n«>lie (Aihttnfi) jiniuite a traite au Cap (tie la MmUleine) pour 7lM) 
|ii»t<>les de (leaux d'orignaux et de castors; luy niesnie me Ta dii 
en hthl. 11 \eud le pain, le viu, le bled, le lard, et il tient maga- 
zin au Cap au.'V'i bien <pie le frere Joseph a Quebix*. Ce fnTe ga;;ne 
fitMi pniir 1<NI Hur touH les iH'Uples. lis {Irf Jt:tHitfit) out bati leur 
college en partie de leur traite et en partie de reniprunt.*' I«a 
>all(- lurthiT luiys that Freinin, being reported to have made 
eii«>nii«iu.s prttfit.s. ** ce jm re r pouditau gouvenieur (7111 lui en nvait 
f'i,i titM fimhtfii) par un billet que luy a consene. que cVstoit une 
calMUiiiie i|ue Ce grand gain pretendu; puis-(ue t4iut ce qui se passoifc 
par M-» nt.tius ae |H>uViiit pnuiuire jiar an que qtiatre niille de reve- 
iLiiit bon. tolls frais faitn, s^iua conipremlre les gap's des donu^s- 
ti)ii«-!»." l^\ Salle gi%'e!( also many other particulars, esfiecially 
rvUiiiig til Mteliillimackinae, Mhere. its he says, the Jesuits had a 
Lir^* i*t4.H-k ot beavfr->kinH. Aceur«iiiig to iVruune DumeMiil, 
.1/ .-I « fl* li'i.'l. the Jesuits had at that time more than 'JO.INN) 
frihis a yt-ar. ]iartly fniin trade and partly from charitable cuntri- 
buii'-ii'* ot tlii'ir irif-nds in Franee. 

1 Ik king ri-|Mat«-dly ftirbade the Ji suits ami oth*T eeeli->iastics 
ill r.kii.cl.1 to carrv on trade. On one tKva>i«>M he thri'at«-iied 
rtrt'iij nii-asures slmuld tliev coiitiliile to disobfV hiiu. /.*- Uni a 

m m 

J ,'. 'i.iii-, *J^ Ami, itirr. In tht' r*.iiiii' \ear the niii)i>tiT wnit<' to 

m 

tii' i:.t* ii«i.int l>ui hi -iHMu : ** Wm^t lit- >:uirii / a]i{Hiit«r lr«>{> tK* 
prf«-.iiiti<>it« pMiir abolir tiitienMn»nl la iMu^iumi- ijin- li- Ki rl* -^ias* 
ti jii«-^ iMi-uU«-rs et n-guliers a\aii'iit pris de tr.utltT ou de taire 
tr.utt«'r bun vabts." I** Ami, liJ77. 

The Jesuits entered also into other branches uf trade and ii 
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dustry with a vigor and address which the inhabitants of Canadt 
might have emulated with advantage. They were snocesifni 
fishers of eels. In 1040, their eel-pots at l^llery are said to hsTS 
yielded no less than forty thousand eels, some of which they sold 
at the modest price of thirty sous a hundred. Ferland, NottM rar 
U$ Reffintre* de N. Z). de Quibec, 82. The members of the order 
were exempted from payment of duties, and in 1674 they were 
specially empowered to construct mills, including sugar-mills, and 
keep slaves, apprentices, and hired servants. Droit Canculien^ 180. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

1663-1763. 
PRIESTS AND PEOPLE. 

Carvm awd Stati. — Trb Bihhof a^td thb Kiho. — Tub Ktii« 
AKD TUB CuRfct. — Thb Nkw Bitiiop. — TiiB Cajcadiajc CobA. — 

KCCLKSIASTICAL KULK. — SaIBT- VaI.LIKB AXD I)K!C0]CTILLB. — 
rL».B:CAL RiOOB. — JkHITIT A9V St'LPITlAB. — CoUBCBLLB AHD 

(*HAT».LAii«. — Tub Recollkts. — Hbbkkt and Witciicbaft. — 
(^A!«At>iAX NiMi. — Jkaxmb Lk Bcb. — Edccatiojc. — Thb Sbm* 
IMAKT. — Saint JuACiiiM. — Mibaclbs op Saiht Ahhb.— Caha* 

t»lAN SCII«M>LJ. 

WiiEX Laval and the Jesuits procured the recall 
of Mczy, they achieved a seeming triumph ; yet it 
was but a defeat in disguise. While ordering homo 
the obnoxious governor, the king and Colbert 
made a practical a.»«sertion of their power too 
strong to be resisted. A vice-regal officer, a 
governor, an intendant, and a regiment of soldiers, 
wtTe silent but convincing proofs that the mission 
djivs of Canada were over, and the dream of a 
the<H-nicy dispelled for ever. The ecclesiastics 
read the signs of the times, and for a while seemed 
to acrept the situation. 

The king on his part, in vindicating the civO 
power, had shown a studious regani to the seiu 
bilities of the bishop and his allies. The lk 
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tenant-general Tracy, a zealous devotee, and the 
intendant Talon, who at least professed to be one, 
were not men to offend the clerical party need- 
lessly. In the choice of Courcelle, the governor, 
a little less caution had been shown. His chief 
business was to fight the Iroquois, for which he 
was well fitted, but he presently showed signs of a 
willingness to fight the Jesuits also. The colonists 
liked him for his lively and impulsive speech ; but 
the priests were of a different mind, and so, too, 
was his colleague Talon, a prudent person who 
studied the amenities of life and knew how to 
pursue his ends with temper and moderation. On 
the subject of the clergy he and the governor 
substantially agreed, but the ebullitions of the one 
and the smooth discretion of the other were mut- 
ually repugnant to both. Talon complained of 
his colleague's impetuosity ; and Colbert directed 
him to use his best efforts to keep Courcelle within 
bounds and prevent him from publicly finding 
fault with the bishop and the Jesuits.^ Next we 
find the minister writing to Courcelle himself to 
soothe his ruffled temper, and enjoining him to act 
discreetly, " because," said Colbert, " as the colony 
grows the king's authority will grow with it, and 
the authority of the priests will be brought back 
in time within lawful bounds." * 

Meanwhile, Talon had been ordered to observe 
carefully the conduct of the bishop and the Jesuits, 
" who," says the minister, " have hitherto nomi- 
nated governors for the king, and used every 

1 Co&ert a Talon, 20 Fev,, 1668. > Colbert h ComedU, 19 Mai, 1660. 
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means to procure the recall of those chosen with- 
out their psirticipation;^ filled offices with their 
adherents*) and tolerated no secular priests except 
those of one mind with tliem." ' Talon, therefore, 
under the veil of a reverent courtesy, sharply 
watchtnl them. They paid courtesy with courtesy, 
and tlie intendant wrote home to his master tliat 
he saw nothing amiss in them. He quickly changed 
his mind. '^ I should have had less trouble and 
more pniise/' lie >Vrites in the next year, " if I 
had been willing to leave the power of the church 
wlH»n* I found it.'** "It is easv," he snvs a^ain, 
** to incur the ill-will of the Jesuits if one does not 
accept all their opinions and abandon one's self to 
their direction even in tempond matters; for their 
enenmchments extend to affairs of police, which 
con<'ern only the civil magistnite ; " and he rec- 
ommends that one or two of them be sent home 
as disturbers of the peace.* They, on their part, 
changed attitude towanls l>oth him and the gov- 
ernor. One of them. Father Bardv, less di.*»creet 
tlian the rest, is .said to have preached a st^nnon 
against them at Quebt»c, in which he Iikene<l them 
to a {):iir of tosidstools springing up in a night, 
adding that a g(Hxl renuMly would soon be found, 
and that Coureelle would have to run home liko 
other governors before him.* 

Tnu'v es<'aped clerical attacks. lie was ex- 

* /*!%*• urtioH rlU Sirttr 7'«l/'»il. 
' .l/ftttimr fMtur .1/. */r 7*»i|#»y. 
' Jti!tm tt»t Mtnigftr, lit ,Vur., lAGC. 

• 'I'al«in. .!//'« "If*- tir l»*Hi7. 

* \jk Stttli*. .\ff'm'»tf (/f 1078. This formon wai {irraclied oo XYm 
uf Mardi. 1C67. 
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tremely careful not to provoke them ; and one d 
his first acts was to restore to the council the 
bishop's adherents, whom Mezy had expelled.^ 
And if, on the one hand, he was too pious to 
quarrel with the bishop, so, on the other, the 
bishop was too prudent to invite collision with a 
man of his rank and influence. 

After all, the dispute between the civil and 
ecclesiastical powers was not fundamental. Each 
had need of the other. Both rested on authority, 
and they differed only as to the boundary lines of 
their respective shares in it. Yet the dispute of 
boundaries was a serious one, and it remained a 
source of bitterness for many years. The king, 
though rigidly Catholic, was not yet sunk in the 
slough of bigotry into which Maintenon and the 
Jesuits succeeded at last in plunging him. lie had 
conceived a distrust of Laval, and his jealousy of 
his royal autliority disposed him to listen to the 
anti-clerical counsels of his minister. How need- 
ful thoy both thought it to prune the exuberant 
growth of clerical power, and how cautiously they 
set themselves to do so, their letters attest again 
and again. '^ The bishop,*' writes Colbert, " as- 
sumes a domination far beyond that of other 
bishops throughout tlie Christian world, and par- 
ticularly in the kingdom of France."' "It is the 
will of his Majesty that you confine him and the 
Jesuits within just bounds, and let none of them 

1 A curious account of his relations with Laval is given in a letter of 
La Motte-Cadillac. 28 September. 1('»'J4. 
S Colbert a Duchesneau, 1 Alai, 1677. 
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overstep these bounds in any manner whatsoever. 
Consuler this as a matter of the greatest unport- 
ance, and one to which you cannot give too much 
attention,"* "But/* the prudent minister ehje- 
wherc writes, " it is of the greatest consequence 
tiuit the bishop and the Jesuits do not perceive 
that the intendant bhimes their conduct." ' 

It was to the same intendant that Colbert wrote, 
'' it is necesssiry to diminish as much as possible 
the excessive number of priests, monks, and nuns, 
in Can:uhi." Yet in the very next year, and on 
tlie advice of Talon, he hiuLself sent four more 
to tlie colony. His motive was plain. He meant 
that tiicy should serve as a counterpoise to the 
.Tcsuit.**.^ They were mendicant friars, belonging 
to the Lnuuh of the Franciscans known as the 
Kerolh'ts ; and they were supi)ose<l to be free from 
the ambition for tiie ajrgrnndizement of their order 
which was imputed, and with reauon, to the Jesuitit. 
Wla'thcr the llecollcts were free from it or not, no 
danger w:ts to be fearetl from them ; for Ijiival and 
the Jesuib< were sure to opi>ose them, and they 
would nce<l the support of the government too 
much to si»t thciusc»Ives in opiM)siti(m to it. ** The 
more Kocollets we have," sjiys Talon, *• the better 
will the too firmly rooted authority of the others 
be balanciKl."* 

While Louis XIV. tried to confine the priests to 

I r,.7»if m lhrkt»n^n, 2» -4rri7, 1C77. 
1 /•.»tr:Ctifm fmtnr ,1/. /iti-i/rrni^, lt^)8. 

• .l/c'***"' »Hfr,mrt tifM ftrimrifmuT fmtHtt tin infenltons (/m Ik(*y fur h 
^ Cam-uli. 18 J/<ii. IGO'J. 

« Taiym am J/miflrr, 10 Ocf ., IC70. 
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their ecclesiastical functions, he was at the same 
time, whether from religion, policy, or both oomr 
bined, very liberal to the Canadian church, d 
which, indeed, he was the main-stay. In the 
yearly estimate of "ordinary charges" of the 
colony, the church holds the most prominent place; 
and the appropriations for religious purposes often 
exceed all the rest together. Thus, in 1667, out 
of a total of 36,360 francs, 28,000 are assigned to 
church uses.^ The amount fluctuated, but was 
always relatively large. The Canadian cur^s were 
paid in great part by the king, who for many 
years gave eight thousand francs annually towards 
their support. Such was the poverty of the 
country that, though in 1685 there were only 
twenty-five cur^s,* each costing about five hundred 
francs a year, the tithes utterly failed to meet the 
expense. As late as 1700, the intendant declared 
that Canada without the king's help could not 
maintain more than eight or nine cures. Louis 
XIV. winced under these steady demands, and 
reminded the bishop that more than four thousand 
cures in France lived on less tlian two hundred 
francs a year.' " You say," he wrote to the in- 
tendant, " that it is impossible for a Canadian 
cure to live on five hundred francs. Then you 

* Of this, 6,000 francs were given to the Jesuits, 6,000 to the Ursulines, 
9,000 to ilie cathodral, 4,000 to the seminary, and 8,0lK) to the Hotcl-Dieu. 
Kuu de f1^i>^n9f, etc., 1677. The rest went to pay civil officers and garri- 
sons. In 1682. the amount for church uses was only 12,000 francs. In 
1687 it was 13,500. In 168'J, it roi«e to S4,000, including Acadia. 

3 Increa!«ed soon after to thirty -six by Saint- Vallier, Laval's sucoessor. 

' M€moire a Dtichtsntau, 15 Mai^ 1678 ; f^ Roy a DucJusneau, 11 Juim, 
1680. 
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must do the impossible to accomplish my intentions, 
which arc always that the euros should live on the 
tithes alone.'' ' Yet the head of the church still 
bepjred for money, and the king still paid it, " We 
are in tiie midst of a costly war," wrote the minis- 
tor to the bishop, *\vet in consequence of your 
urgency tiie gifts to ecclesiastics will be continue*! 
as before."* And they did continue. More than 
half a century later, the king was still making 
them, and during the last years of the colony he 
prave twenty thousand francs annually to support 
Canadian cures.' 

Tlie maintenance of cures was but a part of 
his l>ounty. He endowed the bishopric with the 
revenues of two French abbeys, to which he after- 
wanls added a third. Tiie vast tracts of land 
whi<*li Ijavai had acquired were freed from feudal 
hunlens, and emigrants were sent to them by the 
piveniment in such numbers that, in 1CC7, the 
l»ishop's seigniory of Beaupre and Orleans con- 
taintn] more than a fourth of the entire population 
of Canada.* He had emerged from his condition 
of a|H)stolic poverty to fuul himself the richest 
land-ownor in the cohmv. 

H by favors like thosi» the king expected to 
load the ooolosiastios into compliance with his 

I /^ /:..v i !*nrk^fn^,tM. 30 Ami, ltV<l: 

* Uiitii;«iii« ilV. }te'Hiitrr, IT'iT. 

* Kiitirt* |Mi]iiilitii<iii. 4,^'.12: lt4*Aapr^ and Orl«aiM, 1.186- 
J' I«.'i7 Iji%.-«l It will l>r riMiu-iiiUTi.>i|, •ttcrwanls ^< 
f*<niiiiary nf (^m I >«»••. Ut* |in*«ioii»ly evrlianieed I 

Willi liie Sii-iir IttTthrtiit fnr tli« itlantl cif Jnot. 
Ur|;r luni uf iiiuiie/ in A«liiilioii. 
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wishes, he was doomed to disappointment The 
system of movable cures, by which the bishop 
like a military chief could compel each member d 
his clerical army to come and go at his bidding, 
was from the first repugnant to Louis XIV. On 
the other hand, the bishop clung to it with his 
usual tenacity. Colbert denounced it as contrary 
to the laws of the kingdom.^ ^^ His Majesty has 
reason to believe," he writes, " that the chief 
source of the difficulty which the bishop makes on 
this point is his wish to preserve a greater author- 
ity over the cur6s."* The inflexible prelate, whose 
heart was bound up in the system he had estab- 
lished, opposed evasion and delay to each ex- 
pression of the royal will ; and even a royal edict 
failed to produce the desired eflfect. In the height 
of the dispute, Laval went to court, and, on the 
ground of failing health, asked for a successor in 
the bishopric. The king readily granted his prayer. 
The successor was appointed ; but when Laval pre- 
pared to embark again for Canada, he was given to 
understand that he was to remain in France. In 
vain lie promised to make no trouble ; * and it was 
not till after an absence of four years that he was 
permitted to return, no longer as its chief, to his 
beloved Canadian church.* 

* /> Ministry a Duchesnran^ 16 J/ai, 1678. 

* Instruction a M. de. Miufts, 1G82. 

* ImvoI an i^erf la Chaise, 1687. This forms part of a curious corre- 
sponclence printed in the Foyer Canadien for 1866, from originals in the 
Archeveche uf Quebec. 

* From a m^moirt of 18 Feb., 1686 [Archives de Versailles) it is plain 
that tlie court, in giving a successor to Laral, thought that it had ended 
tlie vexed question of movable cur^. 
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Meanwhile Snint-Vallier, tlic new bishop, had 
rnised a new tempest. lie attaokeil that organiza- 
tion of the .s.Mninary of Quebec by which Ij:ival 
had ondeavoreil to unite the secular priesLs of 
Canada into an attached and obedient faniiiv, with 
the bishop as itin head and the seminary lus ita 
home, a plan of wliich the system of movable 
cures was an essentiid part. The Canadian priests, 
devoted to Laval, met the innovations of Saint- 
Vallier with an opi)osition which seemed only to 
confmn his purpose. Laval, old and worn with 
toil and asceticism, was driven almost to despair. 
The s<.»minary of Quebec was the cherished work 
of his life, and, to his thinking, the citadel of the 
Canadian church ; and now he beheld it battered 
and breached before his eves. His succ*essor, in 
fact, was trying to place the church of Canada on 
the footing of the chun.*h of France. The conflict 
Listed for vears, with the rancor that marks the 
quarivls of non-cond>atants of both sexes. ** lie '* 
(>V/i;i/. Ta/AVr), S5iys one of his opponents, *' lias 
made himsidf contemptible to almost everylxxly, 
and |):irticularly odious to the priests l>orn in 
(anathi; for then.' is between them and him a 
mutual anti])jitliy didicult to overcome.**' He is 
ileMTil>e<l by the siime writer as a person '* without 
ri*tIt*ction and judgment, extreme in all things, 
secret and artful, passionate when opposi'd, and a 
llatterrr when he wishes to gain his pi/int.** This 
amiable critic adds that S;iint-VaHicr believes a 

> Ttie ahfive U from an anonMnout paper, written apparvntly in lOM^ 
entitled M^miMit ftomi It Canada, 
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bishop to be inspired, in virtue of his office, vith 
a wisdom that needs no human aid, and that ivhat- 
ever thought comes to him in prayer is a divine 
inspiration to be carried into effect at all costs and 
in spite of all opposition. 

The new bishop, notwithstanding the tempest 
he had raised, did not fully accomplish that estab- 
lishment of the cur^s in their respective pa^ 
ishes which the king and the minister so much 
desired. The Canadian cur^ was more a missionary 
than a parish priest ; and nature as well as Bishop 
Laval threw difficulties in the way of settling him 
quietly over his charge. 

On the Lower St. Lawrence, where it widens to 
an estuary, six leagues across, a ship from France, 
the last of the season, holds her way for Quebec, 
laden with stores and clothing, household utensils, 
goods for Indian trade, the newest court fashions, 
wine, brandy, tobacco, and the king's orders from 
Versailles. Swelling her patched and dingy sails, 
she glides through the wildness and the sohtude 
where there is nothing but her to remind you of 
the great troubled world behind and the little 
troubled world before. On the far verge of the 
ocean-like river, clouds and mountains mingle in 
dim confusion ; fresh gusts from the north dash 
waves against the ledges, sweep through the quiv- 
ering spires of stiff and stunted fir-trees, and ruffle 
the feathers of the crow, perched on the dead 
bough after his feast of nuissels among the sea-weed. 
You are not so solitary as you think. A small 
birch canoe rounds the point of rocks, and it bears 
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two men ; one in an old black cassock, and the 
other in a buckskin coat; both working hard at 
the paddle to keep their slender craft oil the 
shingle and the breakers. Tlie man in the cassock 
is Father Morel, aged forty-eight, the oldest coun- 
try cure in Canada, most of his brethren being in 
the vigor of youth as they had need to be. His 
parochial charge embraces a string of incipient 
parishes extending along the south shore from 
Uiviire du Loup to Riviere du Sud, a distance 
reckoned at twenty-seven leagues, and his parish- 
ioners number in all three hundred and twenty- 
eigiit souls. lie has administered spiritual conso- 
lation to the one inhabitant of Kamouraska ; visited 
the eight families of La Bouteillerie and the five 
families of La Combe ; and now he is on his way 
to the seigniory of St. Denis with its two houses 
and eleven souls.^ 

The father lands where a shattered eel-pot high 
and dry on the pebbles betrays the neighl>orhooiI 
of man. His servant shoulders his portable chapel, 
ami follows him through the belt of lirs, and the 
t^ilier woo<ls lieyond, till the sunlight of a desolate 
clearing shines ui>on them. Ciiarred trunks and 
limbs encumber the ground ; dead trei*s, bninch- 
less, barkless, pierced by the w(Kxl[)eckers, in part 
black with lire, in ])art bleached by sun and frost, 
tower ghastly antl wienl aliove the labyrinth of 
forest ruins, through which the priest and his 

' Tlieve particularn arv fnun tli«* f'liin ij/n/ntl d* l*t*tit* yi/*»Hi </«« mif. 

•HMf f/u /'llftitr/il, /'Iff rfl /il'if./' , l«iS>. I( \9 m, lt^t Athl ill*«lTl|*tlull (l( ||»# 

p«nil»e« with tlie nniiu*!! aihI n^\** of the cun^i, aiiil otlifr tU>taiU. Si*« 
4Wii/r, L TbU pa|icr w«» drmwn up bj onUrr %ii Laval. 
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follower wind their way, the cat-bird mewing, and 
the blue-jay screaming as they pass. Now the 
golden-rod and the aster, harbingers of autumn, 
fringe with purple and yellow the c^ge of the older 
clearing, where wheat and maize, the settler's 
meagre harvest, are growing among the stumps. 

Wild-looking women, with sunburnt faces and 
neglected hair, run from their work to meet the 
cur6 ; a man or two follow with soberer steps and 
less exuberant zeal ; while half-savage children, the 
coureura de hoia of the future, bareheaded, bare- 
footed, and half-clad, come to wonder and stare. 
To set up his altar in a room of the rugged log 
cabin, say mass, hear confessions, impose penance, 
grant absolution, repeat the office of the dead over 
a grave made weeks before, baptize, perhaps, the 
last infant; marry, possibly, some pair who may 
or may not have waited for his coming ; catechize 
as well as time and circumstance would allow the 
shy but turbulent brood of some former wedlock : 
such was the work of the parish priest in the 
remoter districts. It was seldom that his charge 
was quite so scattered, and so far extended as that 
of Father Morel ; but there were fifteen or twenty 
others who.^ labors were like in kind, and in some 
cases no less arduous. All summer they paddled their 
canoes from settlement to settlement; and in winter 
tlioy toiled on snow-shoes over the drifts; while the 
servant carried the portable chapel on his back, or 
dragged it on a sledge. Once, at least, in the year, 
the cure paid his visit to Quebec, where, under the 
maternal roof of the seminary, he made his retreat 
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of meditation and prayer, and then returned to hb 
work. lie rarely had a house of his own, but 
boarded in that of the seignior or one of the habi- 
tants. Many parishes or aggregations of parishes 
had no other church than a room fitted up for the 
puriM)se in the house of some pious settler. In 
the hirger settlements^ there were churches and 
chai)els of wood, thatched with straw, often ruin- 
ous, {H)or to the last degree, without ornaments, 
ami sometimes without the sacred vessels necessary 
for the service.* In 1G83, there werc but seven 
stone chun^hes in all the colony. The population 
wtk« so thin and scattered that manv of the settlers 
hoanl nuu<s only three or four times a year, and 
some of them not so often. The sick frequently 
died without absolution, and infants without bap- 
tism. 

The splendid self-<levotion of the early Jesuit 
missions h:us its reconl ; so, too, have the unseendy 
bickerings of bishops ami governoi-s: but the 
pjttiont toils of the missi«mary cure rest in the 
olis<*uritv where the best of human virtues are 
buried from age to ago. What we find set down 
cone<Tuiiig him is, that I/ouis XIV. was unal)le to 
si*e whv he should not live on two liumhHMl fnincs 
a vtMr as wrll as a village cure bv the Jiauks of 
the < tannine. Tlie king did not know that his 
ca<(so(*k and all his clothing vo<X him twice as mu(*h 
and lasted half as long; that Ik* iiiii>t have a eaiioo 
ami a man to paddh* it ; and that when nn his 

' Sainl Viillier, A'*^l/ iii^»rn( de i'E.L** tt </i .'a < '.•.'••itji' /'i-j'.^iIjjb, 
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annual visit the seminary paid him five or six 
hundred francs, partly in clothes, partly in stores, 
and partly in money, the end of the year found 
him as poor as before except only in his con- 
science. 

The Canadian priests held the manners of the 
colony imder a rule as rigid as that of the Puritan 
churches of New England, but with the difference 
that in Canada a large part of the popidation was 
restive under their control, while some of the civil 
authorities, often with the governor at their head, 
supported the opposition. This was due, partly to 
an excess of clerical severity, and partly to the 
continued friction between the secular and eccle- 
siastical powers. It sometimes happened, however, 
that a new governor arrived, so pious that the 
clerical party felt that they could rely on him. 
Of these rare instances the principal is that of 
Denonville, who, with a wife as pious as himself, 
and a joung daughter, landed at Quebec, in 1G85. 
On this, Bishop Saint-Vallier, anxious to turn his 
good dispositions to the best account, addressed to 
him a series of suggestions or rather directions for 
the guidance of his conduct, with a view to the 
spiritual profit of those over whom he was appointed 
to rule. The document was put on file, and the 
following are some of the points in it. It is di- 
vided into five dififerent heads: " Touching feasts," 
^' touching balls and dances," " touching 
and other declamations," " touching dreaa." ^^ 
ing irreverence in church." Tb^ 
madame his wife are desired f 
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tions to suppers, that is to say late dinners, aa 
ti'ntling to nocturnal hours and dangerous pastimes; 
and they arc further enjoinctl to express diiKtatisfac- 
tion, and refuse to come again, should any cntertain- 
nx-nt ofTeiX'd them be too sumptuous. *' Although," 
cuntiuui'it the bishop under the second head of his 
aildrest), " bnlls and dances are not sinful in their 
nature, nevertheless they are so dangerous by 
reason of the circumstances that attend them, and 
the evil results tliat almost inevitably follow, tluit, 
in the opinion of Saint Francis of Sales, it tthould 
be said of them as physicians say of mushrooms, 
tlint at best they are good fur nothing ; " and, after 
enlarging on their perils, he declares it to be of 
grt'at nii]>ortance to the glory of Gud »nd the 
NUit'tilicatiun of the colony, that the governor and 
his wife neither give such cntertainnientj* nor 
countenance them by their presence. " Neverthe- 
less." adds the mentor, '• since the youth and 
vivaiily of miuk'moiselle their daughter n.'C(uire« 
some divL-rsion, it is iKTUiitU'd to relent somewhat, 
and indulge her in a little mo<lerate and proper 
dancin;;. ]trovided that it be solely with jiersons of 
her own sex, and in the presence of madiime her 
mother; but by no means in the presence of men 
or youths, since it is this mingling of se.ve-: which 
caiLoes the dininlcrs that spring from balls and 

Private tlieatrieids in any form are next 
Jiclcd to the young lady. 'I'lic bishop then 

" :• piiltji-.-i of hiT drc.-'s, and cxihiscs ib<> 

t_whieU she in to bo guanled. " Tin; 

*yB, ■• i(|.|u..)fv ill the rich and 
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dazzling fabrics wherein the women and girls of 
Canada attire themselves, and which are far beyond 
their condition and their means ; in the excess of 
ornaments which they put on ; in the extraordinary 
head-dresses which they affect, their heads being 
uncovered and full of strange trinkets ; and in the 
immodest curls so expressly forbidden in the epis- 
tles of Saint Peter and Saint Paid, as well as bv all 
the fathers and doctors of the church, and which 
God has often severely punished, as may be seen 
by the example of the unhappy Pretextata, a lady 
of high quality, who, as we learn from Saint 
Jerome, who knew her, htid her hands withered, 
and (lied suddenly five months after, and was pre- 
cipitated into hell, as God had threatened her by 
an angel ; because, by order of her husband, she 
had curled the hair of her niece, and attired her 
after a worldly fashion." * 

Whether the Marquis and Marchioness Denon- 
ville profited by so apt Jind terrible a warning, or 
whether their patience and good-nature survived 
the episcopal onslaught, does not appear on record. 
The subject of feminine apparel received great 
attention, both from Saint- Vallier and his prede- 

* ** Tcmoiii cntr'autrcs rexemple de la mallieureuse Pr<?textate, dame 
de ^rnnde condition. Inquollc ati rap|H)rt de S. Jdrome, dont elle tftoH 
coiuHio. eut les niainst de^e^'choes ot cinq luois aprcs niounit siibiteineiit ct 
tut pri'cipitce en enfcr, ainsi que Dieu I'en avoit meoacde par 
pour avoir par le coniniandcnient de son mari fiisd et 
nient sa ni^c:e." iJirerg jHn'tits a repr^senter h 

ih Q'n'l>4c.) Tiie l)isIjop on another oc< 
textata as a warning to Canadian motl: 
slightly changes tlie incidents to make 
governor and his wife. 
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cesser, each of whom issued a number of pastoral 
mandates concerning it. Their severest denuncia- 
tions were aimed at low-necked dresses, which they 
regarded as favorite devices of the enemy for the 
snaring of souls ; and they also used strong lan- 
guage against certain knots of ribbons called /on- 
tangeSy with which the belles of Quebec adorned 
their heads. Laval launches strenuous invectives 
against "the luxury and vanity of women and 
girls, who, forgetting the promises of their bap- 
tism, decorate themselves with the pomp of Satan, 
whom they have so solemnly renoimced ; and, in 
their wish to please the eyes of men, make them- 
selves the instruments and the captives of the 
fiend." ' 

In the journal of the superior of the Jesuits we 
find, under date of February 4, 1667, a record 
of the first ball in Canada, along with the pious 
wish, "God grant that nothing further come of 
it." Nevertheless more balls were not long in 
following; and, worse yet, sundry comedies were 
enacted under no less distinguished patronage than 
that of Frontenac, the governor. Laval denounced 
them vigorously, the Jesuit Dablon attacked them 
in a violent sermon ; and such excitement followed 
that the affair was brought before the royal coun- 
cil, which declined to interfere.^ This flurry, how- 

> Mandement contre le lure it la vanity des femmes et des fillen^ 1C82. 
{RegisireM de l*Ev€rM de Qn^tec.) A still more vigorous denunciation 
is contained in Ordonnance contre les vices de luxe tt d*impnret^t 1690. This 
was followed in the next year by a stringent list of rules called R^jlemeiU 
pour la conduile desjideles de ce diockse, 

S Arret* da 24 et 2Sjuin par lesquels cette affaire (de» comidiea) ett renvojfA 
k Sa MajeMti, 1681. (?) {Registre du Cofueil .*>ouverain,) 
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evcr^ was nothing to the storm raised ten or twelve 
years later by other dramatic aggressions^ an account 
of which >vill appear in the sequel of this volume. 

The morals of families were watched with unre- 
lenting vigilance. Frontenac writes in a mood 
unusually temperate, " they {the priests) are full 
of virtue and piety, and if their zeal were less 
veheuient and more moderate they would perhaps 
succeed better in their efforts for the conversion 
of souls; but they often use means so extraor- 
dinary, and in France so unusual, that they re- 
pel most people instead of persuading them. I 
sometimes tell them my views frankly and as 
gently as I can, as I know the murmurs that their 
conduct excites, and often receive complaints of 
the constraint under which they place consciences. 
This is above all the case with the ecclesiastics at 
Montreal, where there is a cure from Franche 
Comte who wants to establish a sort of inquisition 
worse than that of Spain, and all out of an excess 
of zeal."* 

It was this cur(?, no doubt, of whom La Hon- 
tan complains. That unsanctified young officer 
was quartered at Montreal, in the house of one 
of the inhabitants. "During a part of the 
winter I was hunting with the Algonquins; the 
rest of it I spent here very disagreeably. One 
can neither go on a pleasure party, nor play a 
game of cards, nor visit the ladies,- without the 
cure knowing it and preaching about it publioly 
from his pulpit. The priests excommunicf 

1 Frontenac au Ministre, 20 OeL, 169L 
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quornclerHj and even go in scnrch of them to pull 
off thoir masks and ovorwholni them with ahusc. 
Tliov watoli more closolv over the women and 
pirls tlian their huslmnds and fathers. They pro- 
hil»it and l)urn all hooks but l)o<)ks of devotion. I 
rannot think of this tyranny without cursing the 
indis<Teet zeal of the cure of this town. lie came 
to the iiouse where I lived, and, finding some 
books on my tal)le, presently pounced on tlie 
nimance of Petronius, wliicli 1 valued more than 
niv life In'cause it was not mutilated. He tore out 
almost all the l<»aves, so that if mv host had not 
restniined me when I came in and saw the miser- 
able wreck, I should have run after this rampant 
shepherd and torn out every hair of his beard."* 

1^1 Moite-Cadillac, the foumlerof Detroit, schema 
to have had equal ditliculty in keeping his tem- 
per. "Neither men of h(»nor nor men of parts 
an' «'ndured in Canada; uoIkmIv can live here but 
simpli'i(ms and slav<»s of the e<*clesia.*«tical domina- 
tion. The count (Frfmtennc) would not have so 
manv tnuiblesome atTairs on his hands if he had 
not abolished a Jericho in the shape of a house 
built bv messieurs of the seminarv of Mimtreal, to 
shut up, as they saitl, girls who caused scandal ; if 
be had allowed them to take otlicers and soldiers to 
go into houses at midnight and carry otT women 
from their husbands and whip them till the blood 
flowed because they had In^eii at a ball or worn a 
; if lie had said nothing again>t the cures 

'^ 'M. 1700). Other eilitioiH cimtain tlie •anii* »iurf 
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A^'ho went the rounds with the soldiers and com- 
pelled women and girls to shut themselves up in 
their houses at nine o'clock of summer evenings; 
if he had forbidden the wearing of lace, and made 
no obj(;ction to the refusal of the communion to 
women of quality because they wore a fontamje; 
if he had not opposed excommunications flung about 
without sense or reason ; if, I say, the count had 
been of this way of thinking he would have stood 
as a nonpareil, and have been put very soon on 
the list of saints, for saint-making is cheap in this 
country.'* * 

AVhile the Sulpitians were thus rigorous at 
Montreal, the bishop and his Jesuit allies were 
scarcely less so at Quebec. There was little good- 
will between them and the Sulpitians, and some of 
the sharpest charges against the followers of Loyola 
are brought by their brother priests at Montreal. 
The Sulpitian Allet writes : " The Jesuits hold such 
domination over the people of this country that 
they go into the houses and see every thing that 
passes there. They then tell what they have 
learned to each other at their meetings, and on 
this information they govern their policy. The 
Jesuit, Father Ragueneau, used to go every day 
down to the Lower Town, where the merchants 
live, to find out all that was going on in their 
families ; and he often made people get up from 
table to confess to him." Allet goes on to aay 
that Father Chatelain also went continually ♦** 
Lower Town with the same object, and 

1 La Motte-CadiUac a 
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of the inlinbitants complained of him to Cour- 
celK', the governor. One day Courcellc naw the 
Jesuit, who via» oM nnd tioniewhiit infinii, slowly 
walking by the Chiitenu, cnne in htind, on hia 
iisiiul vrniiit], on whii-h lie mnit » siTgeant itftcr 
liiui to ix'qiK'st that he would not go »o often to 
the liower Town, as the people were annoyed by 
the frtKiuency of his visit:^. The father ivplietl in 
wrath, " Oo and tell Monsieur de Courcelle that I 
liiive been there ever i<ince he was governor, and 
that I shall go there after he liaa eeasvd to bo 
^'overnor ; " and he kept on his way ok before. 
Cuunvlle rt>ported his answer to the su]>erior, Le 
Mereier. and demanded to have him xeiit home as 
n punishment ; hut the sujK>rii>r effected a com- 
promise. On the following Thnrsday. after inasa 
in tlie eathcdnd. he invited (.'oiircelle into the 
Riien-ty, where Fatlier Cliriteluu was awaiting 
them; and here, at I^' Meivier's onler, the old 
jiiiest bej.'^rwi panlon of the otlended governor on 
bis knees.' 

The Jesuits derived great power from the con- 
fes.-'ional ; and. if their accusers are to be Iwlieved, 
they enijiloyed unusual means to nuike it elTectivc. 
t'uvelier dc la Sulle says : •• They will ciHifest noI)oily 
till he tells his name, and no servant till he lell.-t 
the name of hLs master. When a crime is ron- 
feiwed, tlicy insist on knowing the name of iho 
[uplice, as well as ull the circumstances, with 
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the greatest particularity. Father ChEtelain es- 
pecially never fails to do this. They enter as it 
were by force into the secrets of families^ and thus 
make themselves formidable ; for what cannot be 
done by a clever man devoted to his work, who 
knows all the secrets of every family j above all 
when he permits himself to tell them when it is 
ior his interest to do so?"^ 

The association of women and girls known as 
the Congregation of the Holy Family, which was 
formed under Jesuit auspices, and which met every 
Thursda}' with closed doors in the cathedral, is said 
to have been very useful to the fathers in their 
social investigations.^ The members are affirmed 
to have been under a vow to tell each other every 
good or evil deed they knew of every person of 
their acquaintance ; so that this pious gossip be- 
came a copious source of information to those in a 
position to draw upon it. In Talon's time the Con- 
gregation of the Holy Family caused such com- 
motion in Quebec that he asked the council to 
appoint a conmiission to inquire into its proceed- 
ings. He was touching dangerous ground. The 
affair was presently hushed, and the application 
cancelled on the register of the council.* 

The Jesuits had long exercised solely the func- 
tion of confessors in the colony, and a number o( 

1 La Snlle, M€moirf, 1078. ^ 

2 See Discovery of the Great West, 106. ^^ -^^^^ 
^ RrpiVsenladon f'lute an conseil an sui 

OH fi/lfs sons le nam de In Saintf Famillfi^ 1' 
The paper is cancelled by lines drawi 
duly attested, is appended to it: " Ki 
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curious anecdotes are on record showing the re- 
luctance with which they admitted the secular 
priestMy and above all the RccoUcts, to share in it. 
The Recollets, of whom a considerable number had 
arrived from time to time, were on excellent terms 
with the civil |X)wer8, and were popular with the 
culonistj< ; but with the bishop and the Jesuits they 
were not in favor, and one or two sharp collisions 
took place. The bishop was naturally annoyed 
whetu while he wits trying to persuade the king 
tliat a cure needed at least six hundred francs a 
vear, these mendicant friars came forwanl with an 
offer to serve the parishes for nothing ; nor was he, 
it is likely, better pleased when, having asked the 
hospital nuns eight hundred fnmcs annually for 
two masses a day in their chapel, tlie Kerollets 
und(*rbid him. and offered to siiv the massifs for 
thive hundnul.' They, on their ])art, complain 
bitterly of the bishop, who, they say, would gladly 
have onlered them out of tlie colony, but being 
unable to do this, tried to shut them up in their 
eonvrnt, ami prevent them fmm ollieiating as 
prirsts among the people. *' We have as little 
libiTtv," siivs the R<*collet writer, " a*s if we were 
in a countrv of heretics." He ailds that the in- 
habitants ask e:irn(*stlv for the ministrations of 
the friars, l>ut that the liisliop replies with in- 
WCtives and cahnnnies against the onler, and that 



r Teve^qiie Iciir fait |ta,\rr in'ir h •!> f r/j^ifj; smV j»iif 
^u'll Inir ftit *\iiv fmr >f« Si iii!|i.im*'i « (ji«* lot 
ur utTrent {MMir ii'NK." /ii /xu r ,!•, }/,>,. %tie. 
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when the RecoUets absolve a penitent he often 
annuls the absolution.^ 

In one respect this Canadian church militaDt 
achieved a complete success. Heresy was scoured 
out of the colony. When Maintenon and her 
ghostly prompters overcame the better nature of 
the king, and wrought on his bigotry and his 
vanity to launch him into the dragonnades ; when 
violence and lust bore the crucifix into thousands 
of Huguenot homes^ and the land reeked with 
nameless infamies; when churches rang with Te 
Deums, and the heart of France withered in an- 
guiijh ; when; in short, this hideous triumph of the 
faith was won, the royal tool of priestly ferocity 
sent orders that heresy should be treated in Canada 
as it had been treated in France.* The orders 
were needless. The pious Denonville replies, 
" Praised be God, there is not a heretic here." 
lie adds that a few abjured last year, and that he 
should be very glad if the king would make them 
a present. The Jesuits, he further says, go every 
day on board the ships in the harbor to look after 
the new converts from France.* Now and then at 
a later day a real or suspected Jansenist found his 
way to Canada, and sometimes an esprit forty like 

* }f/moire instructif contennnt la conduite des PP. R^coihts de Parit en 
leurs juissiotis de Canada, 1GH4. Tliis paper, of which only a fragnient it 
pn>>erve(]. was written in connection with a dispute of the Kecol lets with 
the hisiiop who opposed tlieir attempt to establish a church in Quebec 

i Memoire dn Roy a iMnunvdIf', 31 .Vai', 1686. Tlie king bei« 
tYie ini])ri9onmont of iieretics who refuse to abjure, or tlie qnaiteri^'^ ' 
soldiers on them. What this meant the history of tbe 

fillOW. 

• Denonville au Ministref 10 Nov,, 1686. 
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La Ilontan, came over with the troops ; but on the 
whole a community more free from positive hetero- 
doxy perluips never existed on earth. This ex* 
einption cost no bloodslied. What it did cost vre 
may better judge hereafter. 

If Canada escaped the dragonnades, so also she 
escaped another infliction from which a neighboring 
co*ony suffered deplorably. Her |)eace wjus never 
much troubled by witches. They were held to 
exist, it is true; but they wrought no panic 
Motlier ^Liry of the Incarnation reports on one 
occasion the discovery of a magician in the per- 
son of a converted Huguenot miller who, being 
refused in marriage by a girl of Quebec, be- 
witched her, and filled the house where she lived 
with demons, which the bisliop tried in vain to 
exorcise. The miller was thrown into prison, 
and the girl sent to the Hotel-Dieu, where not a 
demon dared enter. The infernal crew took their 
revenge by creating a severe influenza among the 
citizens.* 

If there are no Canadian names on the calendar 
of siiints, it is not because in bv-wavs and obscure 
places Canada had not virtues worthy of canoniza- 
tion. Not alone her male martvrs and female 
devotees, whose merits have found a chronicle and 
a recognition ; not the fanta.^ticdev(>tiun of Madame 
d'Aillebouty who, lest slie sliould not suffer enou;zh, 
^tBok to herself a vicious and n^fractory servant 
^™*-«» ■» exercise of patience; and unx rrrtainly 

'etism of Jeanne \a* Hit, the ven- 
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crated recluse of Montreal. There are others quite 
as worthy of honor, whose names have died from 
memory. It is difficult to conceive a self-ahnega- 
tion more complete than that of the hospital nuns of 
Quebec and Montreal. In the dmost total ab.sence 
of trained and skilled physicians, the burden of the 
sick and wounded fell upon them. Of the two com- 
munities, that of Montreal was the more wretch- 
edly destitute, while that of Quebec was exposed, 
perhaps, to greater dangers. Nearly every ship 
from France brought some form of infection, and 
all infection found its way to the HOtel-Dicu of 
Quebec. The nuns died, but they never complained. 
Kemoved from the arena of ecclesiastical strife, too 
busy for the morbidness of the cloister, too much 
absorbed in practical benevolence to become the 
prey of illusions, they and their sister community 
were models of that benign and tender charity of 
which the Roman Catholic Church is so rich in 
examples. Nor should the Ursulines and the nuns 
of the Con<jcro£ration be fort^otten among those 
who, in another field of labor, have toiled patiently 
according to their light. 

MadenioiscUo Jeanne Le Ber belonged to none 
of these sisterhoods. She was the favorite daughter 
of the chief merchant of Montreal, the same who, 
with the help of his money, got himself ennobled. 
81u» secMus to have been a girl of a fine and sensitive 
ndtnro ; ardent, affectionate, and extremely sua- 
ceptible to religious impressions. Religion at ^ 
gained absolute sway over her. NothJi 
appease her longings or content the 
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bcr cxcituci ctinscicnuc but an entire conMi-ciutioa 
of IicriH'lf tu lieiivun. CuustUult'd as she w«j>, tlio 
reMiliitiun iiiiisl have cust her tm ngony uf inciital 
cuiiliii-t. Her tHory in a 8trnn<;e, uiul. m many will 
tliiiik. It verv suti uiie. ^he reiiotinueil tier suiluii% 
ami wishrtt (u ivuuuikh- her iiiheriliinee ; but her 
K|)U'iliml (lirL'cturs, tuo [ar-sightud to [K'nuit such 
u wu-rilii'e, per-tumletl her tu huhl fust tu her eluiiiis, 
am] content herself with what they called •• poverty 
of heart." Iler mother died, and her father, left 
with a fainilv of voung children, gri'atly needed 
her hcl[>; but she refa-icd to leave her chamber 
where she had immured herself. Here she re- 
mained ten vears. seeing noliodv but her coiifes-ior 
and tlie girl who brought her food. Once oidvsho 
emcrgeil. and this was when her bmther lav dead 
in the adjacent riHini, killed in a light with tho 
Kngli^Ii. She suddenly a))|H>ared before heraston- 
ii-liiil si'^ters, stimd fur a moment in silent pni^ver 
bv the )H>dv, and then vanislied without uttering a 
wonl. •• Such." SUV." her nuKlern biogniidier, " was 
the "iiblimilv of her virtue and the grandeur of 
her sold." N\»t conti-nt with this douiefstic seclu- 
sion, she cau-ed a cell to be made bchinil the altar 
Ml the iiewlv built church uf the Congregation, 
and here we will |H-rmit ourselves to cast a stolen 
glance nt her thruugli the narrow o|ieiiing through 
which food was passed in to her. Her bed. a ]iilc 
of straw which Hhu never moved, le^t it .-Imuld 
I too soft, was M placed that her heail rmdd 
ilion. tluit alone H-pnmtcd it fn>i]i 
«<!»• Iity wnijijH-ii in 
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a garment of coarse gray serge, worn, tattered, 
and unwas^hed. An old blanket, a stool, a spinning- 
wheel, a belt and shirt of haircloth, a scourge, and 
a pair of shoes made by herself of the husks of 
Indian-corn, appear to have formed the sum d 
her furniture and her wardrobe. Her empl(»y- 
monts were spinning and working embroidery for 
chuR*hes. She remained in this voluntary prison 
about twenty years ; and the nun who brought her 
food testifies that she never omitted a mortification 
or a prayer, though commonly in a state of pro- 
found depression, and what her biogniplicr ciilla 
*' complete spiritual aridity." 

When her mother died, she had refused to see 
her ; and, long after, no prayer of her dying father 
could draw her from her cell. " In the person of 
this modest virgin," writes her reverend eulogist, 
*' we see, with astonishment, the love of God 
triumphant over earthly affection for pry-ents, and 
a complete victory of faith over reason and of 
grace over nature." 

In 1711, Canada was threatened with an attack 
by the English; and she gave the nuns of the 
Congregation an image of the Virgin on which she 
had written a prayer to protect their granary from 
tlie invadei-s. Other persons, anxious for a similar 
protection, sent her images to write upon; but 
she declined the request. One of the disappointed 
applicants then stole the inscribed image from the 
granary of the Congregation, intending to place it 
on his own when the danger drew near. The 
English, however, did not come, their fleet h^^iqg 
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8ufTerc<1 a ruinous shipwreck nscribed to the prayers 
of Jeanne Le Ber. ** It was/' writes the Sulpitian 
Bi*lniont, *' the greatest miraele that ever happened 
Hince the days of Moses." Nor was this the only 
miraele of whieh she was the occjision. She her- 
self declared that once when she had broken her 
ppinning-wheel, an angel came and mended it for 
her. Angels also assisted in her embroidery, ** no 
doubt," says Mother Juchereau, " taking great 
pleasure in the society of this angelic creature." 
In the church where she had secludetl herself, an 
ini:ii;c of the Vir;rin continued after her death to 
heal the lame and cure the sick.^ 

Though she rarely permitted herself to speak, 
vet wnne oracidar utterance of the sainted recliwe 
would now and then es<*ape to the outer world. 
One of th<*se was to the effect that teaching |)oor 
girN to read, unless they wanted to be nuns, waa 
rol)bing them of their time. Nor was she far 
wn)n;', for in Canada there was verv little to read 
4*\ci*pt formuhts of devotion and lives of saints. 
The dangerous innovation of a printing-press had 
not invaded the coUmv,' and the first Canadian 
newsjiiipcr dates from the Bnti>h comjuest. 

All education was controlled i)y priests or nuns. 
The abh»st teachers in Canada were the Jesuit*. 
Their college of Quebec was three years older than 

' FaiUitn. 1*11/ •»»* r/.V?i#nB* <Ih Ciinfflt.ou I'.V //r 3/'V f_, fir. This 
It • m(i*t flnlMirair nihI «'iil<i);iiifi(' lift* of tlie riH-lii^e A »li -rlrr aitMiint 
of hrr wiU U* (liuml in Juclivrrau, liUUIhfu. She iliol in 1711. m\ \\y% 
of flfii--i«o. 

S A prinling-piVM wm ftftcr«ardi brought to (^ana<la, )iut wa« tiioa 
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Ilarvarrl. Wc hear at an eaiiv date of public 
disputations by the pupil?, after the pattern of 
those loiiriiainent.s of barren lo^c which preceded 
ilui rci;^!! of inductive rea^ion in Europe, and of 
which the archetype is to be found in the scholastic 
duels (,f the Sorljonne. The bov:? were sometunes 
permitted to act certain approved dramatic pieces 
of a religious character, like the Sar/e ViJsioH' 
naire. On one occasion they were allowed to play 
the Cid of Corneille, which, though remarkable as 
a lit(*rary work, contained nothing threatening to 
orthodoxy. They were taught a little Latin, a 
little rlictoric, and a little logic; but against all 
that ini;;lit rouse the faculties to independent action, 
lli<» Oaiiadian scdiools prudently closed their doors. 
Tln*n» was then no rival population, of a different 
ori;;in Jind a dilTerent faith, to compel competition 
in the ia('(5 of intelligence and knowledge. The 
<'lninli stood sole mistress of the field. Under the 
old ivgiine the real object of education in Canada 
\v;is a religious and, in far less degree, a political 
one. Tlu^ true purpose of the schools was: first, 
to niak(» priests ; and, secondly, to make obedient 
servants of the ehurch and the king. All the rest 
was extnineous and of slight account. In reganl 
to this matter, the king and the bishop were of 
one mind. *' As I have been informed," Louis 
XI \ \vriti!s to Laval, '^ of your continued care to 
bold the people in their duty towanis God and 
towards me hy the good education you give or 
cause to be given to the young, I v--'" " ' '- 
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to expre.ss my satisfaction Avith conduct so salutary^ 
an«I to oxhort you to persevere in it." * 

The bishop did not fail to persevere. Tlie school 
for Ikivs attached to his semiiurv became tlie most 
important educational institution in Canada. It 
M'ls re«fulated by thirty-four rules, " in honor of 
the thirtv-four vears >vhich Jesus liveil on earth." 
The (|ualities commended to the boys as those 
which they should labor diligently to acquire were, 
•' humility, obedience, purity, meekness, modesty, 
simplicity, chastity, charity, and an anient love of 
Jesus and his Holy Mother."* Here is a goodly 
roll of Christian virtues. What is chieilv noticeable 
in it is, that truth is nllowed no place. That manly 
but unaccommoilating virtue wiis not, it seemS| 
thought important in forming the mind of youth. 
Humility and oltedicnce lead the list, for in unques- 
tioning subuu'ssion to the spiritual director lay the 
guaninty of all other merits. 

We liavi» seen alrea<ly that, besides this seminary 
for lioys, Ijaval established another for eilucating 
the humbler colonists. It w;is a sort of fann-.^chool, 
though bedsides farming various mechanical trades 
wi*re also taugiit in it. It was well adapti^l to 
th(> wants of a great majority of Canailians, whose 
tendencies were any thing but bookish; but here, 
as els4»where, the real object was n*ligious. It 
enabled the church to oxt(*nd her inthience over 

cIoA^es which the ordinnrv s<*h(M)ls could not rendu 

• 

Bettdes manual training, the pu|)ils were taught to 

'< C«ra/, 9 Ami, ir/.7 rctimri in K:i-II>>n' 

4i PhU S^mimitrt de Q^^Ur, »«i- .4'«i.7# VIII. no. SL 
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read and write ; and for a time a certain number of 
them received some instruction in Latin. When, 
in 1686y Saints Yallier visited the school, he found 
in all thirty-one bojrs under the charge of two 
priests; but the number was afterwards greatly 
reduced, and the place served, as it still serves, 
chiefly as a retreat during vacations for the priests 
and pupils of the seminary of Quebec. A spot 
better suited for such a purpose cannot be con- 
ceived. 

From the vast meadows of the parish of St 
Joachim, tlint here border the St. Lawrence, there 
rises like an island a low flat hill, hedged round 
with forests like the tonsured head of a monk. It 
was here that Laval planted his school. Across 
the meadows, a mile or more distant, towers the 
moimtain promontory of Cape Tourmente. You 
may climb its woody steeps, and from the top, 
waist-deep in blueberry-bushes, survey, from Ka- 
mouraska to Quebec, the grand Canadian world 
outstretched below ; or mount the neighboring 
heights of St. Anne, where, athwart the gaunt 
arms of ancient pines, the river lies shimmering in 
summer haze, the cottaoros of the Aa6i7an^5 are strung 
like beads of a rosary along the meadows of Beau- 
pre, the shores of Orleans bask in warm light, and 
far on the horizon the rock of Quebec rests like a 
faint gray cloud ; or traverse the forest till the 
roar of the torrent guides you to the rocky solitude 
where it holds its savage revels. High on the 
cliffs above, young birch-trees stand smiling in the 
morning sun ; while in the abyss beneath the snowy 
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waters* plunge from depth to depth, and, half way 
down, the blender hare-bell hang:^ from its mossy 
n<Mik, quivering in the steady thunder of the 
cataract. Game on the river ; trout in lakes, 
hnxiks, and pools ; wild fruits an<l fowers on 
meadows and mountains, — a thousand resources 
of honest and wholesome recreation here wait the 
student emancipated from l>ooks, but not parted 
for a moment from the pious influence that hangs 
alK)ut the old walls eml)osomed in the woods of 
St. Joachim. Around on )>lains and hills stand 
th<» dwellinjrs of a peacefid peasantry, as different 
fmm the restless population of the neighl)oring. 
states as the denizens of some Norman or Breton 
village. 

Above all, do not fail to make your pilgrimage 
to the shrine of St. Anne. You mav see her 
chajH^l four or five miles away, nestle<l under the 
hci^'bts of the Petit Cap. Here, when Aillebout 
was governor, he In^gan with his own hands the 
pious work, and a habitant of Ueauprc, Ixiuis 
(iuimont, sorely afllicted with rheumatism, came 
grinning with pain to lay three stones in the 
foundation, in honor probably of Saint Anne, 
Saint Joachim, and their daughter, the Virgin. In- 
^ifantly he was curcfl. It was luit the In^ginning of 
a lon;r course of miracles c<mtinued more than two 
••t'Uturies. and continuing still. Their fanM» spn»ad 
far and wide. The devotion to Sjiint Anne iN^came 
adistiujxuishin;: feature of <\'inadi:in (':itln»l:citv. till 
at the present day at least tliirtci»n pari>h<'s In'ar 
her name. But of all her .^brines none can match 
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the fame of St. Anne du Petit Cap. Crowds 
flocked thitlier on the week of her festival, and 
marvellous cures were wrought imceasingly, as 
the sticks and crutches hanging on the walls and 
columns still attest. Sometimes the whole shore 
was covered with the wigwams of Indian converts 
who had paddled their birch canoes from the 
farthest wilds of Canada. The more fervent 
among them would crawl on their knees from the 
shore to the altar. And, in our own day, every 
summer a far greater concourse of pQgrims, not 
in paint and feathers, but in cloth and millinery, 
and not in canoes, but in steamboats, bring their 
offerings and their vows to the " Bonne Sain e 
Anne."* 

To return to Laval's industrial school. Judging 
from repeated complaints of governors and intend- 
ant^i of the dearth of skilled workmen, the priests 
in charge of it were more successful in making 
good Catholics than in making good masons, car- 
penters, blacksmiths, and weavers ; and the num- 
ber of pupils, even if well trained, was at no time 
sufficient to meet the Avants of the colony;* for, 
though the Canadians showed an aptitude for 



1 For an interesting aocount of the shrine at tlie Petit Cap, see Ca«- 
grain, l^e /V'^rintitie de. la lioune Stiinte Anne^ a Utile manual of devotion 
printed at Qiivbec I chanced to vi»it the old chapel in 1871, during a 
nieetin}<^ of the parish to consider the question of reconstructing it, as 
it wiis in a ruinous state. Passing that way again two years after, I 
found the old cliai>el still standing, and a new one, much larger, lialf 
finished. 

2 Most of them were moreover retained, after leaving the school, by 
the seminary, as servants, farmers, or vassals. La Tour, Vie de Lacal^ 
Liv. VI. 
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mechanical trades, they preferred above all things 
the savage liberty of the backwoods. 

Tlie education of girls was in the hands of the 
UrsuIInes and the nuns of the Congregation, of 
wiioin the former, besides coreful instruction in 
religious duties, taugiit tiieir pupils *" all that a girl 
ou«rht to know.**' This meant exceedingly little 
besides the manual arts suited to their sex ; and, 
in the case of the nuns of the Congregation, who 
taught girls of the poorer class, it meant still less. 
It was on nuns as well a.s on priests that the charge 
fell, not only of spiritual and mental, but also of 
industrial, tniining. Thus we find the kin^:r giving 
to a sisterhiKxl of Montreal a thousand francs to 
buy wtKil, and a thousand more for teaching girls 
to knit.' The king also maintained a teacher of 
navigation and surveying at Quebec on the modest 
sidnrv of four hundred francs. 

During tlie eighteenth century, some improve- 
mrnt is perceptible in the mental state of the 
p<ipi;lation. As it became more numerous and 
more >taMe, it i\Uo U'came less ignorant; and the 
CaiKMlian hfihltanf, towanls the end of the French 
rnl*». was pn>)»aMy bi»tter taught, so far as concerned 
nIi;iion. tlian the mass of Frenrli jM»asants. Yet 
MMiil.ir in^^truction was still t»xtn*melv meairre, even 
in tin* ttnhhsst, •' In spite of this defective etluca- 
tioii." si\ < the famous naviirator. IJouirainville. who 
knew tlie eolonv well in its last vears. " the Cana- 



* A |irp, r ivri-t' 1o« priorr«. li-* mn»iir« rhn-tifnnr*. rt to'it op qu'uiw 
ftllc ilott ^atiiir. M^r I* iti* riii«-nrii.-itii>ii. /.*::>€ «/u 'j Am'. lO'-h. 

/^MMIt.lC UM .l/ll«i»ffr, Ut .Vol'., It'lNJ. 
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dians are naturally intelligent. They do not know 
how to write, but they speak with ease and with 
an accent as good as the Parisian." ^ He means, 
of course, the better class. ^^Even the children 
of officers and gentlemen," says another writer, 
" scarcely know how to read and write ; they are 
ignorant of the first elements of geography and 
history."' And evidence like this might be ex- 
tended. 

When France was heaving with the throes 
that prepared the Revolution ; when new hopes, 
new dreams, new thoughts, — good and evil, false 
and true, — tossed the troubled waters of French 
society, Canada caught something of its social 
corruption, but not the faintest impulsion of its 
roused mental life. The torrent surged on its 
way ; while, in the deep nook beside it, the sticks 
and dry leaves floated their usual round, and the 
unruflied pool slept in the placidity of intellectual 
torpor.^ 

* Bougainville, M€inoire deVJ^I (see Margry, Relntiont tn^ifitfa), 
2 }f^ittuiredtn3Q; Dfiail de toute la CVonie (published by Uist. Soc.of 
Quebec.) 

> Several Frenchmen of a certain intellectual eminence made their 
abode in Canada from time to time. The chief among them are the 
Jesuit Lafitau, author of Maurs des Sauvages America ins ; the Jesuit 
Charlevoix, traveller and historian ; the physician Sarrazin ; and the 
Marquis de la Galisonnibre, the most enlightened of the French gover- 
nors of Canada. Sarrazin, a naturahst as well as a physician, has left 
his name to the botanical genus Sarracenia, of which the curious Amer- 
ican species, 5. purpurea, the "pitcher-plant," was describe<l by him. 
liis position in the colony was singular and characteristic. He got little 
or no pay from his patients ; and, though at one time the only genuine 
physician in Canada {Callierex et Beauhamois au Ministre, 8 Nov,, 1702), 
he was dependent on the king for support. In 1G99, we find him thank- 
ing his Majesty for 800 francs a year, and asking at the same time for 
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iiiiirr. an lie ha* notliing eW to live on. ( CnUiirtt et Cham/ngny am J/mtJfr^, 
SO /Af . \t\\f} ) Two yean later the governor writes that, as he •vrvea 
almi«t i.<ver>lKiily without fee*, he ought to liave another 8UU franca, 
(//.(f/ . .'i It' I . ITui ) Tlu* aihhiiiinal :MN) I'riim'* was givon him; but, fiml- 
iiig It iii»utArifnt. he wantetl to leave the (.Milcmr. ** Me is too useful." 
writes ilie govornor again : " we cannot let him go." ilis yearly pitianc* 
o( CitHi francK. French money, whs at f>ne time reenforce*! hy his salary at 
mvmber of the Superior Council, lie died at Quebec in 17^4. 
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TiiE mission period of Canada, or the period 
anterior to the year 1663, when the king took the 
colony in charge, has a character of its owti. The 
whole population did not exceed that of a large 
French village. Its extreme poverty, the constant 
danger that surrounded it, and, above all, the con- 
tagious zeal of the missionaries, saved it from 
many vices, and inspired it with an extraordinary 
religious fervor. Without doubt an ideal picture 
has been drawn of this early epoch. Trade as 
well as propagandism was the business of the 
colony, and the colonists were far from being all in 
a state of grace ; yet it is certain that zeal was 
higher, devotion more constant, and popular morals 
more pure, than at any later period of the French 
rule. 

The intervention of the king wrought a change. 
The annual shipments of emigrants made by him 



M6S-7S.] CHANGE OF MANNERS. 369 

were, in the most favorable view, of a very mixed 
character, and the portion which Mother Mary 
calls canaille was but too conspicuous. Along witli 
them came a regiment of sokliers fresh from the 
license? of camps and the excitements of Turkish 
wiirs. accustome<l to obey their officers and to obey 
nothing else, and more ready to wear the scapuhiry 
of the Virgin in campaigns against the Mohawks 
tlian to square their lives by the rules of Christian 
ethics. *• Our good king," writes Sister Morin, of 
Montreal, " has sent troops to defend us from the 
Invpioi**, and the soldiers and offirers have mined 
the lionl's vineyanl, and phinted wickedness and 
sin an<l crime in our soil of Canada."' P>w, in- 
dee<K among the officers followed the example of 
one of their numl>er, Paul Dupuy. who, in his 
settltMuent of Isle aux Oies, below Quebec, lived, it 
is sfiid, like a siiint, and on Sundiivs and fote davs 
exhorted his servants and hahitans with such 
unction that tlu^ir t»ves filKMl with tears.* Nor, let 
us IjojH', were then» many imitators of Major IjSi 
Fredi^'^n*, who, with a <'oiupany of the regiment, 
was srnt to garrison Montrral. wIuti* Ik* rulrcl with 
absolute swav over si»ttlers and sol<litTs alike. Ilis 
roMnteuan<*e natur.dly rcpidsive was made more so 
liv the lo<s of au eve ; ^ et In* was irnM>ri*S'*ibIe in 
l^dlantrv, and wouhmi and girls ll(»d iu trrnu* from 
the militarv Pol\ itliemiis. The men. too. frared 
and hated him. uot without reastm. Our iiKiriiin*; 

a settler namiMl I)emer< was lioeini: lii'^ (ii-ld. when 

« 

1 .Innirr. « ,{r i'JIt'''*- f't-U Si ./•♦i-'i. ritr-l \t\ r.llll>>n. 
' JiK'Ii«*!i*itU, f/altl httu *it Q>i^«r, oil 

:24 
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he saw a sportsman gun in hand striding tlirough 
his half-grown wheat. "Steady there, steady," 
he shouted in a tone of remonstrance; but the 
sportsman gave no heed. " Why do you spoil a 
poor man's wheat ? " cried the outraged cultivator. 
" If 1 knew who you were, I would go and com- 
plain of you." " Whom would you complain to ?" 
demanded the sportsman, who then proceeded to 
walk back into the middle of the wheat, and called 
out to Demers, " You are a rascal, and I'll thrash 
you." " Look at home for rascals," retorted De- 
mers, " and keep your thrashing for your dogs." 
The sportsman came towards him in a rage to 
execute his threat. Demers picked up his gun, 
which, after the custom of the time, he had 
brought to the field with him, and, advancing to 
meet his adversjiry, recognized La Frediere, the 
commandant. On this he ran off. I^a Frediere 
sent soldiers to arrest him, threw him into prison, 
put him in irons, and the next day mounted him 
on the wooden horse, with a weight of sixty 
pounds tied to each foot. He repeated the torture 
a day or two after, and then let his victim go, liv- 
ing, '' If I could have caught you when 1 wjis in 
your wheat, I would have beaten you well." 

The commandant next turned his quarters into 
a dram-shop for Indians, to whom he sold bmndy 
in large quantities, but so diluted that his cils- 
tomers, finding themselves partially defrauded of 
their right of intoxication, complained grievouslv. 
About this time the intendant Talon made one of 
his domiciliary visits to Montreal, and when, in Iiid 
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cliaractiT of father of the people, he inqiiireil if 
thev liail any eoinplaints to make, every tonj^ue 
was luu'l in aecu.sition against I^i P'reilien^ Talon 
caurHMl full depositions to be made out from the 
Ftatemenis of Demers and other witnesses. Copies 
Were de|Hisited in the hands of the notary, an<l it 
i*<i fn>m these that the above storv is drawn. The 
tvrant was reniove<l, and ordeivd home to Franee.' 
Many other otlieers embarke<l in the profitable 
trade of sellin;r bnintly to Indians, and si»vend gar- 
ri*on iK»>ts beeame centies of disonler. Others, 
of the iviriment became notorious brawlers. A lieu- 
tenant of the jrarri>on of Montreal named Carion, 
and an ensign named Morel, had for some reason 
<-<inreived a vioK*nt {rrudjre against another ensign 
named Ti4»rmeau. On Penteeost day, just after 
vr^p«'i*s, lioruu-au was walking by tlie river with 
\i\< wife. They had pa.*s^*d tlie common antl the 
MMuiuarv wall, and were in front of tlie house of 

tlie Vfuui'^i-r Charles Ia» Movne, when thev saw 

• *^ • • 

(*an(Mi coming towards them. lie stopjied before 
Ii(U*mcau. looked him full in the face, an<l ex- 
claimed. "Cowanl." " Cowanl vourseltV returned 
liormcau ; "take yourself olV." Carion drew his 
."iwonl. and Iiormi*au followed his example. Tht*y 
e\ch:uiged a irw |)ass(»s ; thi»n closed, ami fell to the 
ground grapjdcd togi'ther. I/«)rmcau's wig Jell ofV; 
ami (*arIon, getting tlit* up]u*rm(»^t, haunucnd bin 
bare head with the hilt of his swtud. I/«»rmcau*2i 

S^'i Till* •Ii4l<>k:>i«* m lurv gi%en from tlic (J('|ium1m^ 
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wife, in a frenzy of terror, screamed murder. One 
of the neighbors, Monsieur BelStre, was at table 
with Charles Le Moyne and a Rochelle merchant 
named Bast on. He ran out with his two guests, 
and they tried to separate the combatants, who 
still lay on the groimd foaming like a pair of en- 
raged bull-dogs. All their efforts were useless. 
" Very well," said Le Moyne in disgust, " if you 
won't let go, then kill each other if you like." A 
former military servant of Carion now ran up, and 
began to brandish his sword in behalf of his late 
master. Carion's comrade, Morel, al?o arrived, 
and, regardless of the angry protest of Le Mojue, 
stabbed repeatedly at Lormeau as he lay. Lor- 
meau had received two or three wounds in the 
hand and arm with which he parried the thrusts, 
and was besides severely mauled by the sword- 
hilt of Carion, when two Sulpitian priests, drawn 
by the noise, appeared on the scene. One was 
Fremont, the cure; the other was Dollier de 
Casson. That herculean father, whose past soldier 
life had made him at home in a fray, and who 
cared nothing for drawn swords, set himself at 
once to restore peace, upon which, whether from 
the strength of his arm, or the mere effect of his 
presence, the two champions released their gripe 
on each other's throats, rose, sheathed their wea- 
pons, and left the field. ^ 

Montreal, a frontier to^vn at the head of the 

1 liffptetfi de Lormeau h M. (TAillefHnit. iMpontioni de MM. d$ 
LonrjneuH (/^ Moyne), de. Boston, de Btietre, et autrea. Cited bj FailloOf 
Colonie Frangaise, III. 898. 
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colony, was the natural resort of desperadoes, 
offering, a*< we have seen, a ^lingular eoutnist be- 
tween the rigor of its clerical sc*igniui-s antl the 
riotous license of the lawless crew which infested it, 
Dollier de C;u*son tells the storv of an outlaw who 
broke prison ten or twelve times, t^id whom no 
walls, locks, or fetters couhl hold. "A few nituiths 
ago,*' he says, *• he wju^ caught again, and put into 
the keeping of six or seven men, each with a good 
gun. They stacke<l their arms to pla\* a game of 
canis, which their prisoner saw fit to interrupt to 
]day a game of his own. lie made a jump at 
the guns, took them under his arm like so many 
feathers, aimed at these fellows with one of them, 
fswcariug that he would kill the fii'st who came near 
him, and .^o, falling back step by step, at last bade 
thcui goo<l-l»y, and carried off all their guns. 
Since then lie lias not been caught, an<l is roauiing 
the wtK>ds. Verv likelv he will l)ecouie chief of 
our banditti, and make great trouble in the (Coun- 
try when it pleases hiui to couie back from the 
I)ut<*h settleuuMits, whither thev sav he is ;r<)nc 
along with another rascal, and a Fii^nch woman so 
depraved tliat sbe is said to have given or sold 
two of her children to tin* Indians."* 

When the governor. La Ilarre, visited Montreal, 
he ftuuwl there M>me two bundretl reprobates 
gambling, drinking, and stealing. If bard prosed 
bv iu<^tice. tbev bad onlv to rni<:^ tbe river and 
plaiv tbemsi'lves beyouil tbe seigniorial juri^-dii!- 
tiou. The militarv settlements of the Kichelieii 

> DuUicr Je Cumd, ilUtoirt uU Mimtr^, 1671-72. 
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were in a condition somewhat similar, and La Barre 
complains of a prevailing spirit of disobedience and 
lawlessness.^ The most orderly and thrifty part 
of Canada appears to have been at this time the 
c6te of Beaupre, belonging to the seminary of Que- 
bec. Here the settlers had religious instruction 
from their cur^s, and industrial instruction also if 
they wanted it. Domestic spinning and weaving 
were practised at Beaupr^ sooner than in any 
other part of the colony. 

When it is remembered that a population which 
in La Barre's time did not exceed ten thousand, 
and which forty years later did not much exceed 
twice that number, was scattered along both sides 
of a great river for three hundred miles or more ; 
that a large part of this population was in isolated 
groups of two, three, live, ten, or twenty houses 
at the edge of a savage wilderness ; that between 
them there was little communication except by 
canoes ; that the settlers were disbanded soldiers, 
or others whose lives had been equally adverse to 
habits of reflection or self-control ; that they rarely 
saw a priest, and that a government omnipotent in 
name had not arras long enough to reach them, — 
we may listen without surprise to the lamentations 
of order-loving officials over the unruly condition 
of a great part of the colony. One accuses the 
seigniors, who, he says, being often of low extrac- 
tion, cannot keep their vassals in order.* Another 
dwells sorrowfully on the " terrible dispersion " of 

* /jti Barre an Minifitret 4 iVor., 1688. 

* Catalogne, M€moire aJdresUau MinUtre, 1712. 
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the PcttlemontA where the inhabitants '' live in a 
cuivajre inclependentn?." But it is better that each 
8houM speak for hiinsi>lf« and ainonj; the rest let 
us iioar the pious Denonville. 

*' This, inoiiseijrneur. seems to me the place for 
renflerin^iC vou an account of the ilisonlers which 
prevail not onlv in the woods, but also in the settle- 
ments. Thcv arise from the idleness of young 
persons, and the jrreat liberty which fathers, 
mothers, and guanlians have for a long time given 
them, or allowed them to assume, of going into the 
foivst under pn»tenct» of hunting or trading. This 
has cHtme to such a pass, that, from the moment n 
Im)v can carrv a irun. the father cannot n»strain 
him and dares not otTend him. You can judge tlic 
miM*hief that follows. These <lisonlers are alwavs 
greatest in the families of those who aiv yntfih^ 
hnnntits. or who through laziness or vanity pass 
fhem^H'lves off as such. Ilavinir no resource but 
hunting, they must spend their lives in the w<M>ds, 
when* tliev have no cures to trouble tlu»m, and no 
fathers or guanlians to constniin them. I think, 
mouHMirntMir. that martial law would suit their 
ca-M* Iw'tter than any judicial M»nteuce. 

•• Mon'*ii»ur de la Harre suppn»s<ed a certain order 
•»f knigbthiMMl wliirh had spruuLT up here, but he 
ilii] not aboli'ib tlit» u^aire** belj>n'.riu*-r to it. It was 
Tliou;rlit a line tbimr and a irnod inkt* to 1:0 about 
nak«M| and trii'ked nut like lud!:iu<<i. n«»T milv nn 

e;irnival ilavs, but on all other fla\< nf ItM^Tin-.' :inil 

• • • 

debjiuchery. Tlu»M» |)racti<*e«* ti-ud to eUrnJii;ig(- 

the disposition of our young men t«) live like sav- 
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ages, frequent their company, and be for ever 
unruly and lawless like them. I cannot tell you, 
monseigneur, how attractive this Indian life is to 
all our youth. It consists in doing nothing, caring 
for nothing, following every inclination, and getting 
out of the way of all correction." He goes on to 
say that the mission villages governed by the Jes- 
uits and Sulpitians are models of good order, and 
that drunkards are never seen there except when 
they come from the neighboring French settle- 
ments; but that the other Indians who roam at 
large about the colony, do prodigious mischief, be- 
cause the children of the seigniors not only copy 
their way of life, but also run off with their women 
into the woods.* 

'' Nothing," he continues, " can be finer or better 
conceived than the regulations framed for the 
government of this country ; but nothing, I assure 
you, is so ill observed as regards both the fur trade 
and the general discipline of the colony. One 
great evil is the infinite number of drinking-shops, 
which makes it almost impossible to remedy the 
disordei*s resulting from them. All the rascals 
and idlers of the country are attracted into this 
business of tavern-keepings They never dream of 
tilling the soil ; but, on the contrary, they deter the 
other inhabitants from it, and end w^ith ruining 

J Raiulot. who was intenlant e:\r\y in tlie eighteenth century, is « 
little less gloomy in his c(>h)rii)e, l>ut says that Canadian children were 
without discipline or e<luaitioii, Iiik^ no respect for parents or ciinid, and 
owne<I no tiui)erior8. This, he thinks, is owing to *' la folle temlresse dea 
parents qui les en)i)cchc de Ics corriger et de leur former le caract^ 
quMs out dur et feroce." 
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tliem. I know seigniories where there are but 
twenty houses^, and more than half of them dram 
vhops. At Three Rivers there are twenty-live 
houses, and litiuor may be had at eighteen or 
twenty of them. Villemarie {Montreal) and Que- 
bec are on the same footing/* 

The governor next dwells on the necessity of 
flnding occupation for children and youths, a mat- 
ter which he reganls as of the last imi>ortance. 
'* It is sad to see the ignonince of the ])opuIation 
at a distance fmm the alxxles of the cures, who are 
put to the gix'atest tix>uble to reme<ly the evil by 
tr:iv(*lling fi-oui place to place through the piirishes 
in their charge." ' 

Li Itarre, Champigny, ami Duchesneau write in 
u similar strain, llisliop iNiint-Vallier, in an epis- 
tolary journal whicli he printed of a tour thn>ugh 
the colony matlo on his lirst arrivaK gives a favor- 
abli* ac(*ount of the dis|M)siti(m of the people, espe- 
cially as regards religion. He afterwanls ehangiMl 
his views. An abstnict made fixim his letters for 
the use of the king states tliat he " n*presi»nt.s, like 
M. Denonville, tliat the Cana<lian vouth are for 
the most part wliolly demoralized." '^ 

"The bisliop was verv sorrv,*' .siivs a corre- 
s|Kindent of the minister at QiiebiH*, *' to have so 
miieh exaggerated in tlie letter he printed at Paris 
the m<»r.dity of the people here." ^ lie priMi*he<I 
a .-t^Tmon on the sins of tht* inhabitants and i*^<i)ed 
a p;L<tor.d mandate, in which he siys, ** liclote we 

* ikmamvU* an }fini*trr^ \.\ \„r. l«»*s>. 

> N. Y. CuluUlAl UocuilKllU, i\. J:». ) />'!«/ . IX. otm 
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knew our flock we thought that the English and 
the Iroquois were the only wolves we had to fear; 
but God having opened our eyes to the disorders 
of this diocese, and made us feel more than ever 
the weight of our charge, we are forced to confess 
tluit our most dangerous foes are drunkenness, 
luxury, impurity, and slander."* 

Drunkenness was at this time the most destruc- 
tive vice in the colony. One writer declares that 
most of the Canadians drink so much brandy in 
the morning, that they are unfit for work all day.' 
Another says that a canoe-man when he is tired 
will lift a keg of brandy to his lips and drink the 
raw liquor from the bung-hole, after which, having 
spoiled his appetite, he goes to bed supperless; 
and that, what with drink and hardship, he is an 
old man at forty. Nevertheless the race did not de- 
teriorate. The prevalence of early marriages, and 
the birth of numerous offspring before the vigor of 
the father had been wasted, ensured the strength and 
hardihood which chamcterized the Canadians. As 
Dcnonville describes them so they long remained. 
" The Canadians are tiill, well-made, and well set 
on their legs {bienjylcintes stir letirs jamb€s)y robust, 
vigorous, and accustomed in time of need to live 
on little. They have intelligence and vivacity, 
hut are wayward, light-minded, and inclined to 
debauchery." 

As the population increased, as the rage for 

1 Ordonnance contre les vices de Vivrognerie, luxe "^ OdL^ 
1600. 

2 N. Y. Coluniul Documents, IX. 898. 
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bush-ranging began to abate, and, above all, as the 
cur<?8 nuiltipIiLMl, a change took place for the 
better. More churdios wore built, the charge of 
each priest wa.s re<hi(*o<l within rea.<K)nabIc bounds, 
ami a greater proportion of the inhabitants re- 
mained on their farms. They were better watched, 
controlIcMK and taught, by the ehun*h. The eccle- 
siastical power, wherever it had a hold, was exer- 
cisimK as we have seen, with an undue rigor, yet it 
was the chief guanlian of good morals; and the 
colony grew more orderly and more tempenite as 
the cliiinh gathered more and more of its wild 
and wandtTing (lock fairly within its fold. In 
tliis. how(»vtT, its success was hut relative. It is 
true that in ITlo a well-informe<l writer siivs that 
thi' iKM»j)k» wore " perfectly instructe<l in religion ; " * 
but at that time the statement was only jwrtially 
true. 

Durin;' the seventeenth centurv, and some time 
after its close, Canada swanued with beggrirs. a 
sln;jular feature in a new country where a g*M>d fann 
eould he had fnr th<» askiu'r. In countries intensidv 
Houian CatlioHr be;:giiig is not reganled as an un- 
mixed evil, heiug supposed t<) prfimote two <*anliiial 
virtues, — rharitv in the 'nver and liiunilitv in the 
DM-eiver. The (*anaflian othriaN aeverfhfle'*'* tried 
to reMniiu it. Vagabonds of lM»fh sexe«< wiTe 
onlered to h»ave (^nelirr. and nnhoily wa'* alloweil 
to beg witlinut a i-iTtilirntr i}{ pi»vrrty from tli«» 
CUt6 or the lo<-al judge.'* Tlii--i* onlei'* wen* not 

J Hf/m-fff n<1ihf*¥ *i'i /■'•■;' nf. 
* ii^j.tmuHt lie /'mii', \**y*. 
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always observed. Bishop Saint-Vallier writes that 
he is overwhelmed by beggars/ and the intendant 
echoes his complaint. Almshouses were estab- 
lished at Montreal, Three Rivers, and Quebec;^ 
and when Saint-Vallier founded the General Hos- 
pital, its chief purpose was to serve, not as a ho^ 
pitiil in the ordinary sense of the word, but as a 
house of refuge, after the plan of the General 
Hospital of Paris.^ Appeal, as usual, was made to 
the king. Denonville asks his aid for two desti- 
tute families, and says that many others need it 
Louis XIV. did not fail to respond, and from time 
to time he sent considerable sums for the relief of 
the Canadian poor.* 

Denonville says, " The principal reason of the 
poverty of this country is the idleness and bad 
conduct of most of the people. The greater part of 
the women, including all the demoiselles , are very 
lazy."* Meules proposes as a remedy that the king 
sliould establish a general workshop in the colony, 
and pay the workmen liimself during the first five 
or six years.® " The persons here," he says, " who 
have wished to make a figure are nearly all so 
overwhelmed with debt that they may be con- 



1 N. Y. Colonial Documents, IX. 279. 

2 Ktfi'ts *t Ordtmnunres, II. 119. 

s On the General Hospital of Quebec, see Juchercau, 855. In 1692, 
the minister writes to Frontenac and Champigny that they should con- 
sider well wliL'therthis house of refuse will not "au^nnenter la faindantiie 
panni les habitans," by pivinj? them a sure support in poverty. 

* As late as 1701, six thousand livres were granted. CaUiereM an 
Minifftre, 4 Nov., 1701. 

* Lhnonvitle et Champiifny au Mhiistre, 6 Nov., 1687. 
« AJtuU* au Miftistre, 12 Nov., 1682. 
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fjiIimmmI as in tho last neoossitv."^ lie mlds that 
iiianv c»f tilt* |u»<)pli» jro half-nakrd vvvn in winter. 
*• The nion'hants of this conntrv," savs the intend- 
nnt Duehesneuu, " are all phuige<l in poverty, 
exeept five or six at the most ; it is the same with 
the artisjins, exeept a small number, heeaiiso the 
vanitv of the women and the dehaueherv of the men 
coH'^ume all their }r:iins. As for such of the hibor- 
injr class as apply themselves stea<lily to culti- 
vatin^r the soil, thev not onlv live verv well, but 
are ineomparably better off than the better sort of 
peasants in Knuu^e/*^ 

All the writers lament the extra vairant habits of 
tlie people; and even I^ji Hontan joins hands with 
tlie priests in wishinjr that the suj)ply of riblx)ns, 
Inees, bn>cades, jewelry, ami the like, mi;rht l)e cut 
off by act of law. Mother Juchen^au tells us that, 
when the Knglisli invasi<m was im|K'ndin^, the IxOles 
of Canada were s<Nired for a while into mo<lestv in 
onler to jrain the favor of heaven ; hut, as may be 
ima^rined, the elTect was short, and Father 1^:1 Tour 
ileclares that in his time all the fash!<ms except 
rov'jr came over rt^jrularly in the annual ships. 

The manners of the missi<m |M»ri(xl, ox\ the other 
hand, wen* extrefnely sim])le. The old jrovernor, 
L'lu/on, lived on |H»a**e and bac<m like a laborer, and 
kept no man-s4»rvant. He was reganliMl, it is true, 
AS a miser, and held in sli;rht account.' Maij^leleinc 
lloucher, sistcT of the governor of Three Rivera, 

' Mnilo*. yt/mnirt tnurhunt It funntf-i tt VAftuli^^ 1(>M. 
* ihtrktmrftH HH }fihi9ti-*, 10 .V'»r.. lt»T'.». 
I M4mfH9t if Anbtri dt la f'ft*»miy*, lii76. 
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brought her husband two hundred francs in money, 
four sheets, two table-cloths, six napkms of linen 
and hemp, a mattress, a blanket, two dishes, ax 
spoons and six tin plates, a pot and a kettle, a table 
and two benches, a kneading-trough, a chest with 
lock and key, a cow, and a pair of hogs.^ But tbe 
Bouchers were a family of distinction, and the 
bride's dowry ansAvered to her station. By another 
marriage contract, at about the same time, the 
parents of the bride, being of humble degree, bmd 
themselves to present the bridegroom with a barrel 
of bacon, deliverable on the arrival of the ships 
from France.' 

Some curious traits of this early day appear 
in the license of Jean Boisdon as innkeeper. He 
is required to establish himself on the great square 
of Quebec, close to the church, so that the parish- 
ioners may conveniently warm and refresh them- 
selves between the services; but he is forbidden 
to entertain anybody during high mass, sermon, 
catecliism, or vespers.^ Matters soon changed; 
Jean Boisdon lost his monopoly, and inns sprang 
up on all liands. They did not want for patrons, 
and we find some of tlieir proprietors mentioned 
as among the few thrivhig men in Canada. Talon 
tried to regulate tlieni, and, among other rules, 
ordained that no innkeeper should furnish food or 
drink to any hired laborer whatever, or to any 

* Controt (ff marritifje, cited by Ferland, Not^a, 78. 

2 (ontrat (It »/ic//r/a^, cited by Betijiiniin Suite in Rerue Canadiemm, 
IX. 111. 

' Acte officielie, 1648, cited by Ferland. Cotin d'llistoirt du Camada, L 
865. 



1C72*1T01.| 



STATE OF QUEBEC. 



383 



piTsnn residing in the pincc where his inn was 
hiti.ateil. An innkeeper of Montreal was fined for 
nllowlng the syndic of the town to dine under his 

One jrets •rlinip'^esof the pristine state of Quebec 
thioii^^h the early police reguhitions. l^ich in- 
h.ih'taut was re(iuired to make a gutter along the 
ni'uIiMc of the stivet before liis house, and also to 
nMiinvc refuse and throw it into the river. All 
•N\^-, without exception, were ordered home at 
n IK' o'clock, (hi Tuesilavs and Fridays there was 
a market in the public s(|uaiv, whither the neigh- 
Imii'im;^ hn'ntantny male and female, brought their 
pro hire for side, as the}* still continue to do. 
Smnkiii^^ in the street was forbidden, as a pre- 
caution a;rain«it fire ; housidiolders were requireil 
to |)ro\ide tliemselves with ladders, and when 
thi* lire alarm was rung all able-bodied per- 
M»n** were obllgetl to run to the s<^»ene of danger 
with buckets or ki»ttles full of water.' This <lid 
nt)t lUH'vcnt the liower Town from burning to the 
gro.nil in ir»S2. It was s<M)n rebitilt.but a repeti- 
tion of the cata**troplie si'fmed verv liki'lv. "This 
phur/' >ays Di'MoUN ille, " is in a fearfid state as 
ri'g:in!s lirt" ; for thr bousi'sare crow«]i*d together out 
of all rea>on, ami s4»surroundiMl with ])iles of cord- 
W(H>l ili:it it i^ pitiful to sec.**^ Add to this the 
^torr^i of hav for tlie cows keiit bv maiiv of the 
inhabitants for the benefit of their swarming prog« 

I K-iillun. ^W..H,V A'.-Mr-ii wr, III 4ftV 
> iMr mruir am MtHt^re, 2) AumI, lt»»a. 



384 MORALS AND ICANNERS. [1672-1701. 

eny. The houses were at this time low, compact 
buildings, with gables of masonry, as required by 
law; but many had wooden fronts, and all had 
roofs covered with cedar shingles. The anxious 
governor begs that, as the town has not a sou of 
revenue, his Majesty will be pleased to make it the 
gift of two hundred crowns' worth of leather fire- 
buckets." Six or seven years after, certain citizens 
were authorized by the council to import from 
France, at their own cast, "a pump after the 
Dutch fashion, for throwing water on houses in 
Qase of fire." ^ How a fire was managed at Quebec 
appears from a letter of the engineer, Vasseur, 
describing the burning of Laval's seminar}- in 1701. 
Vasseur was then at Quebec, directing the new 
fortifications. On a Mondav in November, all the 
pupils of the seminary and most of the priests 
went, according to their weekly custom, to rec- 
reate themselves at a house and garden at St. 
Michel, a short distance from town. The few 
priests who remained went after dinner to say 
vespers at the church. Only one. Father Petit, 
was left in the seminary, and he presently repaired 
to the great hall to rekindle the fire in the stove 
and warm the place against the return of his 
])rethren. His success surpassed his wishes. A 
firebrand snapped out in his absence and set the 
pine floor in a blaze. Father Boucher, cure of 
Point Levi, chanced to come in, and was half 
choked by the smoke. He cnedjire! the servants 

1 Denonvflle au Miniitre, 20 Ao(d, 1685. 
> li€yUment de 1091, extract in Ferland. 
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for water ; but the flamei^ soon mastered them ; 

wTeametl the alarm, and the bells began to 
Vas^eur was dining with the intendant at 
|>jdace by the St. Charles, when he heard a 
itened voiee rrvinjr out, '• Mcmsieur, vou are 
imI ; you an» wantiMl." He sprang from table, 
\\\v smoke ndlin^r in volumes from the top of 
nxk, ran up the steep ascent, rt^acluMJ the 
narv. and found an excited crowd making; a 
igious out<TV. He shouted for caqienters. 
• men came to him, and he set them at work 

-.:r!i tnoN :i< thev had to tear awav idanks 
bt'auis. an«l prevent the fire from sprt»ading to 
adjjKM'ut parts of the building; but, when he 
: to lintl oilu»i-s to ht^lp them, they ran off. 
ti»t lU'w mrn in their jdace. and these t(H) ran 
he moment his back was turned. A crv waa 
i\ that the building was to be l>]own up, on 
h thf (•n)w<l S4*att<»red for their lives. Vasseur 

gave up the s(»minary for lost, ami thought 
of ruttiu'j olT the fire from the n»ar of tiie 
rh, \\bi«*b was not far distant. In this he suc- 
r*d, bv tearinvr d(»wn an intervenin;r win«;r or 
ry. Tin* walN of the l)urning building were 
ia<^:vr <tont». and bv seven o\*lo«*k the fire had 
t \x<iM. We hear nothing of the Dutch 
[>, nnr docs it appear that the S(d<liers of tlie 
'iiMi made any etTort to ke(»p order. Under 
r of the eoufusion, proj)erty was stob»n fi'om 
eminarv to the amount of about two tliousuid 
!*, which i^s reiuarkable, (M)nsiderinir the ri'li;r- 
character of the building, and the supposed 

26 
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piety of the people. ''There were more thin 
three hundred persons at the fire/' says Vasseur; 
''but thirty picked men would have been worth 
more than the whole of them."* 

August, September, and October were the busy 
months at Quebec. Then the ships from France 
discharged their lading, the shops and warehouses 
of the Lower Town were filled with goods, and the 
Iiabitants came to town to make their purchases. 
When the frosts began, the vessels sailed away, the 
harbor was deserted, the streets were silent again, 
and like ants or squirrels the people set at work 
to lay in their winter stores. Fathers of families 
packed their cellars with beets, carrots, potatoes, 
and cabbages; find, at the end of autumn, with 
meat, fowls, game, fish, and eels, all frozen to 
stony hardness. Most of the shops closed, and 
the long season of leisure and amusement began. 
New Year's day brought visits and mutual gifts. 
Thence till Lent dinner parties were frequent, 
sometimes familiar and sometimes ceremonious. 
The governor's little court at the chateau was a 
standing example to all the aspiring spirits of 
Quebec, and forms and orders of precedence were 
in some houses punctiliously observed. There 
were dinners to the military and civic dignitaries 
and their wives, and others, quite distinct, to 
prominent citizens. The wives and daughters of 
the burghers of Quebec are said to have been 
superior in manners to women of the corresponding 

1 Vasstur an Afintntrt, 24 Nov., 1701. Liktt nanoDTille tlfltoe hfao, ht 
urges the need of fire-buckeU. 
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cIra* in Fnincc. " Tlicy have wit," says La Pothc- 
rie, '• dt'Iioacy, good vokhjs, and a great fondnesd 
for dancing. Tliey arc discreet, and not much 
given to ilirting; but when they undertake to 
c:itch a lover it is not easy for hiui to escape tho 
kimls of Hymen."* 

So much for the town. In the country' parishes!, 
there was the same autmnnal stowing awav of 
frozen vegetables, meat, iish, and eels, and un- 
fortunately the Kime surfeit of leisure tlirough 
five montlis of the vear. During the seventeenth 
century, many of the people wei*e so ]»oor that 
women were forced to keep at home from sheer 
want of winter clothing. Nothing, however, could 
prevent their running from house to liouse to ex- 
change gossip with the neighbors, who all knew 
e:ich other, and, liaving nothing elsi* to do, dis- 
cu^ised each other's afTairs with an industry which 
often bred bitter quarrels. At a later period, a 
nion* general iutixxhiction of family weaving and 
iipinning served at once to furnish clothing and to 
pn>mote <lomestic jH^ace. 

The most im|)ortant persons in a jvirish were tho 
ciuv. the siMgnior, and tlie militi;i captain. Tlio 
K^ignior liad his bench of bonor in tlie church. 

Inunediatelv beliind it was the bench of the militia 

■ 

aiptain, whose duty it was to drill the able-bodied 
men of the neighborhood, direct road-making and 
Other public works, and serve as de|Mily to tho 
IBtendunt, whosi* ordinan<'es la* was rei|iiir(Ml to 
nee. Next in liou(»r cauu' tli<* l<»e:d judge, if 
n waS| and the (*hun*b-wanleus. 

1 U Toilierie. 1. 27'J. 
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The existence of slavery in Canada dates from 
the end of the seventeenth century. In 1688, the 
attome3'-general made a visit to Paris, and urged 
upon the king the expediencj'of importing negroes 
from the West Indies as a remedy for the scarcity 
and deamess of labor. The king consented, but 
advised «iution, on the ground that the rigor of 
the climate would make the venture a critical one.* 
A number of slavtjs were brought into the colony ; 
but the system never flourished, the climate and 
other circumstances being hostile to it. Many of 
tlio colonists, especially nt Detroit and other outly- 
ing posts, owned slaves of a remote Indian tribe, 
the Pawnees. The fact is remarkable, since it 
would be difficult to find another of the wild tribes 
of the continent capable of subjection to domestic 
servitude. The Pawnee slaves were captives taken 
in war and sold at low prices to the Canadians. 
Their market value was much impaired by their 
propensity to run off. 

It is curious to observe the views of the Cana- 
dians taken at different times by different writers. 
La Hontan says, " They are vigorous, enterprising, 
and indefatigable, and need nothing but education. 
They are presumptuous and full of self-conceit, 
regard themselves as above all the nations of the 
earth, and, imfortunately, have notJhe veneration 
for their parents that they oi^^^^|pve. The 
women are generally pretty 

> fnxtrnction an Sr. de Front ^nac^ IBS 
lonf? piip^r, CEscUivage en Canada, pubiii 
of Montreal. 
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brunettes ; many of them arc di^ftcrcet, and a good 
number are lazy. Tliey ai*c fond to the last degree 
of dress and show, and each tries to outdo the rest 
in the art of catching a husband."^ 

Fifty years latcr^ the intendant Ilocquart writes, 
** The Canadians are fond of distinctions and at- 
tcntion.s plume themselves on their courage, and 
are extremely sensitive to slights or the smallest 
corrections. They are self-interested , vindictive, 
prune to drunkenness, use a great deal of brandy, 
and piuss for not being at all truthful. This por- 
trait is true of nuiny of them, jKirticularly the 
country people : those of the towns are less vicious. 
They are all attached to religion, and criminals arc 
rare. They are volatile, and think too well of 
themselves, which i)re vents their succeeding aa 
they might in farming and trade. They have not 
the rude and rustic air of our French peasants. 
If they are put on their honor and governed with 
justice, they are tractable enough ; but their natural 
dis]K)sition is indocile.'"' 

The navigator Huugainville, in the bust ^ears of 
the French rule, describes the Canadian huhitaut 
as essi*ntially superior to the French ])easant, and 
adds, '* He is loud, btmstful, mendacious^ obliging, 
civil, and Inmcst ; indefatigable in hunting, travel- 
ling, and busli-nmging, but laz}' in tilling the 

Swetlish l)<)tanist, Kalin, an rxcellcnt ob- 
-*■• '- r'anada a few vcars heforr l>ou;:aiii- 

(i-*!. 17«K>» 5 .Vf.« U X'WV 
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ville, and sketches from life the following troitB rf 
Canadian manners. The language is that of the 
old English translation. ^' The men here {at Monr 
treal) are extremely civil, and take their hats ofE 
to every person indifferently whom they meet in 
the streets. The women in general are handsome; 
they are well bred and virtuous, with an innocent 
and becoming freedom. They dress out very £n6 
on Sundays, and though on the other days they do 
not take much pains with the other parts of their 
dreas, yet they are very fond of adorning their 
heads, the hair of which is always curled and 
powdered and ornamented with glittering bodkins 
and aigrettes. They are not averse to taking part 
in all the business of housekeeping, and 1 have 
with pleasure seen the daughters of the better 
sort of people, and of the governor {of Montreal) 
himself, not too finely dressed, and going into 
kitchens and cellars to look that every thing be 
done as it ought. What I have mentioned above 
of their dressing their heads too assiduously is the 
case with all the ladies throughout Canada. Their 
hair is always curled even when they are at home 
in a dirty jacket, and short coarse petticoat that 
does not reach to the middle of their legs. On those 
days when they pay or receive visits they dress so 
gayly that one is almost induced to think their 
parents possess the greatest honors in the state. 
Tlioy are no less attentive to have the newest 
fashions, and they laugh at each other when they 
are not dressed to each other's fancy. One of the 
first questions they propose to a stranger 
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whether he is married ; the next, how he likes the 
kiclies of the eountrv, and whether he thinks them 
handsomer than thosi' of his own country ; and the 
third, whether he will t^ike one home with him. 
The heliavior of the ladies seemed to me somewhat 
t<K) free at Quebec, and of a more becoming mod- 
esty at Montreal. Those of Quebec are not very 
industrious. The young ladies, espe<Mally tliose of 
a higher nink, get up at seven and dress till nine, 
drinking their cotTee at the s;ime time. When 
they art* <ln»sse<l, they place themselves near a 
window that o|»ens into the street, take up some 
needlework and sew a stitch now and then, but 
turn their eves into the street most of the time. 
When a vouii<r fellow comes in, whether thev are 
aequaiutiMl with him or not, they immediately lay 
asidr their work, sit <lown by liiui, and begin to 
chat, laugh, joki*, and invent dnnhU'-vutvivheA, and 
this is ri-c*koned bein;^ vcrv wittv. In tliis manner 
they friMjuently jwiss the whole <lay, leaving their 
mothers to do the business of the house. They 
are likewise cheerful antl content, and noboilv can 
Kiv that thev want either wit or eharms. Their 
fault is that thev think too wril of themselves. 
Ilowfver, the daughteiN of people of all ninka 
without e\(*rption go to market an<l <*arrv home 
what they have bought. Tlit» girls at M<iutreal 
are very uuu'li <lisj>lea<ed that \\\i\<i* at (^ui'luM* get 

husbands muhmt tliau thev. Tiie reaMHi nf ihis is 

• 

that nianv voun;r ireutleiueu wlm <nni(' ovn* from 

"" vice with the ships are rapti\atri| by tlio 

^^ Quebec and marry tli<Mu ; but, as these 
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g^entlemen seldom go up to MoDtresI, tbe gids there 
are not often so bappj as those of the fonna 
place/' ^ 

LoDg before Ealm's vial, the Jesuit ChsilenNXf 
a traveUer and a man of the wmld, wrote thus of 
Quebec in a letter to the Duchesse de Lesdiguieies : 
** There b a select little soctetv here which wants 
nothing to make it agreeable. In the aa/ojw of tlie 
wives of the governor and of the intendant. one 
finds circles as brilliant as in other countries.** 
Tliesie circlets were formed partly of the principd 
inbabitantfi, but chiefly of military officers and 
government ofQcials. with their families. Charle- 
voix continues. - Everybody does his part to make 
the time pSL<< pleuisantly, with games and parties of 
pleasure ; drives and canoe excunfions in summer, 
sleijrliing and skating in winter. There is a great 
deal of hunting and shooting, for many Canadian 
gentlemen are almost destitute of any other means 
of livin'^ at their ease. The news of the dav 
amounts to verv little indeed, as the countrv fur- 
nirslies .scarcely an}', while that from Europe comes 
all at once. Science and the fine arts have their 
turn, and conversjition does not fail. The Cana- 
dians breathe from their birth an air of libertj, 
wliicli makes them very pleasant in the intercourse 
of life, and our language is nowher^jMU purely 
spoken. One finds here no rich pi^^^^d^wr, 
an<J this is a great pity ; for the 
get the credit of their money, 

1 Knim, Travels into North AmcricA, trwu 
BeiDold Former (London, 1771), (>0, 2S2, etc 
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body amuses himself with hoarding it. They say it 
i!* very different with our neighbors the English, 
and one who knew the two colonies only by the 
way of Uving, acting, and speaking of the colonists 
would not hesitate to judge ours the more flourish- 
ing. In New Enghmd and the other British colo- 
nies, there reigns an opulence b}' which the people 
seem not to know how to profit; while in New 
Fnince i>overty is hidden under an air of ease 
which appears entirely natural. The English colo- 
nist keeps as much and spends as little as passible: 
the French colonist enjoys what he has got, and 
ofton makes a disphiy of what he has not got. 
The one labors for his heii"s : the other leaves them 
to get on as they can, like himself. I coidd push 
the comparison farther; but I must close here : the 
king's ship is about to sail, and the mcu'hant 
vessels are getting ready to follow. In thive days 
perha|)s, not one will be left in the harbor.'* ' 

And now we, too, will leave Canada. Winter 
dniws near, and the first psitch of snow lies gleam- 
ing on the distant mountain of Cape Tourmente. 
The sun has set in chill autummd beaut v, and the 

m 

fihar]) spires of fir-trees on the heights of Sillery 
stand stilt and black against the pure cold amber of 
the fading west. The ship s;iils in the morning; 
and, befoiv the old towers of Hoclielle ri>e in sight, 
ire will be time to smoke many a pipe, and pon- 
what we have seen on the banks of the St. 

% Jonnifi/ iitttoriiju*, 80 (eil. 1714). 




CHAPTER XXL 

1663-1763. 
CANADIAN ABSOLUTISM. 

FoRMATioir OP CAHADiAy CHARACTER. — Thb Rital CoLmnsft. — 
Rnulanu asv Franck. — Nkw Kngland. — Charactbristics or 
Hack. — Military Qualities. — Tub CuuRcn. — Tub Exolish 
C0NQUK8T. 

Not institutions alone, but geographiciil position, 
climate, and many other conditions unite to form 
the educational influences that, acting through 
successive genemtions, shape the character of na- 
tions and connnunitios. 

It is ojisy to see the nature of the education, 
past and present, which wrought on the Canadians 
and made them wliat they were. An ignorant 
population, sprung from a brave and active race, 
but trained to subjection and dependence through 
centuries of feudal and monarchical despotism, was 
planted in the wilderness by the hand of authority, 
and told to grow and flourish. Artificial stimulants 
were applied, but freedom was withheld. Per- 
petual intervention of government, regulations, 
restrictions, encouragements sometimes more mis- 
chievous than restrictions, a constant uncertainty 
what the authorities would do ncxt^ the fate of 
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eaoli man resting less with himself than inrith 
another, volition enfeebled, self -reliance paralyzed, 
*^ the condition, in short, of a child held always 
under the rule of a father, in the main wdl- 
nieaning nnd kind, sometimes generous, some- 
times neglectful, often capricioiLs, and mrely 
verv wise, — such were the inlhiences under which 
Canada grew up. If she had prospered, it would 
have been sheer miracle. A man, to be a man, 
must feel that he holds his fate, in some good meas- 
ure, in his own hands. 

Hut this was not all. Against absolute authority 
there was a counter influence, rudely and wildly 
antagonistic. Canada was at the very portal of 
thf great interior wilderness. The St. Lawrence 
and the Ijiikes were the hi«^hwav to that domain 
of s;ivage freedom ; and thither the disfninchised, 
half-starved seignior, and the discouniged habitant 
who could find no market for his produce, naturally 
enough betook themselves. Their lesson of sav- 
a;rerv was well learneil, and for manv a vear a 
iMMUidless license ami a stiff-handed authoritv bat- 
tied for the coutn>l of Canada. Nor, to the last, 
Were church and state fairlv masters of the field. 
The French rule was dniwing towanls its close 
when the int4*udaut complained that though twenty- 
eight (*oiupauies ui regular troops were <juartered 
in the colonv, there were ntit >oldit»rs eiioUL'h to 
keep the pi^ople in order.' One eanimt but re- 
member that ill a iieiL^liboriiiir <'nl«>Mv, fur more 
populous, perfe<"t onler pn^vailfd, with no other 

I if^aotrtdc KUC (priiiU'il liy tliv llUitinrul S<kk!v nt' CjuvU-r). 
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guardians than a few constables chosen by the 
people themselves. 

Whence arose this difference, and other diffe^ 
ences equally striking, between the rival colonies? 
It is easy to ascribe them to a difference of politi- 
cal and religious institutions ; but the explanation 
does not cover the ground. The institutions of 
New England were utterly inapplicable to the 
population of New France, and the attempt to 
apply them would have wrought nothing but mis- 
chief. There are no political panaceas, except in 
the imagination of political quacks. To each degree 
and each variety of public development there are 
corresponding histitutions, best answering the pub- 
lic needs; and what is meat to one is poison to 
another. Freedom is for those who are fit for it. 
The rest will lose it, or turn it to corruption. 
Church and state were riii^htin exercisinoc authority 
over a people which had not learned the first rudi- 
ments of self-government. Their fault was not 
that they exercised authority, but that they exer- 
cised too much of it, and, instead of weaning the 
child to go alone, kept him in perpetual leading- 
strings, making him, if possible, more and more 
dependent, and less and less fit for freedom. 

In the building up of colonies, England suc- 
ceeded and France failed. The cause lies chiefly 
in the vast advantage drawn by England from the 
historical training of her people ij^^abits of re- 
flection, forecast, industry, an'^^^^Mii*«»'*« —a 
traininsc which enabled them to 
an invigorating system of sel 
pUcable to their rivals. 
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T\\o Now England colonists were far less fugi- 
fives from oppression than voluntary exiles seek- 
ing the reali/iition of an idea. They were neither 
peassmts nor ^'o1diers, but a suhstantial Puritan 
Vi»onianrv, led by Puritan i^entlenien and divines in 
thom.igh synipathy with them. They were neither 
wnt out hy the king, governed hy him, nor heljK^d 
by him. They grt^w up in utter neglect, an<l con- 
tinued neglect was the onlv bo<m thev asked. Till 
their increasing strength roused the jealousy of 
the f'nnvn, they were virtually independent ; a 
ri*pnM:(\ bi:t bv no ni<*;m'' a domocrncv. Thev 
chose their governor and all their rulers from 
among themselves, made their own government 
an<l iKiid for it, supported their own clergy, de- 
fiMidrd themselves, aufl educated thein^^elve^. Un- 
der till' hani and rep<dlent surface of New Kngland 
society lav tho true founrlation-^ of a stable free- 
dom, — ccmsrience, reflection, faith, jwitience, and 
public spirit. The cement of conmion interests, 
iiojHK. and duties com]mcted the wlioh* people like 
a rot'k of conglomenit<» ; while the people of New 
Fnmce nMn:une<l in a state of political segrega- 
tion, like a baskrt of ju^bbles held together by the 
en<'b><un* that surromuls tbiMU. 

It may 1m» that the ditTiTrnce of historical ante- 
cedents wouM alont* explain tho dilTi'rence of char- 
a€*ter betWiM»n the rival colonirs ; luit there are 
deeper caus4w, tlH» inlluenre of \vhi<'h went far to 

ermine the anteeeilrnts th<»in'*elvi'<. 'f'bi» (mt- 

, and e»*pecially tin* AnLdo-S;i\(»u Iinnu'h 

*uliarly masculine, ami, ibm-fore, pe- 
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culiarly fitted for self-govemment. It submits its 
action babitually to the guidance of reason, and 
has the judicial faculty of seeing both rades of a 
question. The French Celt is cast in a different 
mould. He Fees the end distinctly, and reasons 
about it i^ith an admirable clearness ; but his own 
impulses and passions continually turn him away 
from it. Opposition excites him ; he is impatient 
of delay, is impelled always to extremes, and does 
not rea ily sacrifice a present inclination to an ulti- 
mate good. He delights in abstractions and gen- 
eralizations, cuts loose from unpleasing facts, and 
roams through an ocean of desires and theories. 

While New England prospered and Canada did 
not prosper, the French system had at least one 
great advantage. It favored military efficiency. 
The Canadian population sprang in great part from 
soldiers, and was to the last systematically rein- 
forced by disbanded soldiers. Its chief occupation 
was a continual training for forest Avar; it had 
little or nothing to lose, and little to do but fight 
and range the Avoods. This Avas not all. The 
Canadian goAemmcnt aviis essentially military. At 
its head Avas a soldier nobleman, often an old and 
able commander, and those beneath him caught his 
spirit and emulated his example. In spite of its 
political nothingness, in spite of poA^erty and hard- 
shij), and in spite even of trade, the upp eiLfttr atum 
of Canadian society Avas animated 
and fire of that gallant noblesse Avhi 
its only Avorthy calling, and prize 
than life. As for the hahitantj tb 
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and river were Ins true school ; and here, at least, 
be was an apt scholar. A skilful woodsman, a bold 
and adroit canoo-nian, a willing fighter in time of 
need, often serving without ]Miy, and receiving from 
govennnent only his provisions and his canoe, he 
was more tlum ready at any time for any hanly 
enterprise ; and in the forest warfare of skinnisli 
nnd surprise there were few to match him. An 
absolute government used him at will, and ex- 
]K'rienced leaders guided his rugged valor to the 
best nc(*ount. 

Tlie New England man was precisely the same 
material with that of which Cromwell fonned his 
invincible ** Ironsides ; " but he Imd verv little 
forest ex|K?rience. His geographicnl position cut 
him off completely from the great wilderness of 
the interior. The sea was his field of action. 
Without the aid of government, and in spite of its 
restrictions, he built up a jirosperous commerce, 
antl enricluMJ himself by distant fisheries, neglected 
bv the rivals before whose* (!iK>rs thev lav. lie 
kiu'W rvory <H'ean from (ireenland to Cape Horn, 
and tbi* wbales of the north and of the south had 
no moiv dangiTous foe. Hut he was t«K> busy to 
fi*:ht without g(MM] cause, and when he turnetl his 
hand to soMiiTln;; it was only to mi»et some press- 
in;r neo«l of the lit)ur. The Xi»\v Kn*;land troops in 
the earlv wars were baiitls of niw fish(Tnu*n an<l 
|L Auincrs, k*d by civilians drronitrt] with military 
Bttfilmy ami subji*(*t to tin* >low and iiiiciTtaiii action 
lative lioflies. The oIVumts bad not l<*anicd 
*'or the nK'U to oU^y. Tbu remark* 
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able exploit of the capture of Louisburg, the 
strongest fortress in America, was the result of 
mere audacity and hardihood, backed by the 
rarest good luck. 

One great fact stands out conspicuous in Cana- 
dian history, — the Church of Rome. More even 
than the royal power she shaped the character and 
the destinies of the colony. She was its nurse and 
almost its mother ; and, wayward and headstrong 
as it was, it never broke the ties of faith that held 
it to her. It was these ties which, in the absence 
of political franchises, formed under the old r(?gime 
the only vital coherence in the population. The 
royal government was transient ; the church Avas 
permanent. The English conquest shattered the 
whole apparatus of civil administration at a blow, 
but it left her untouched. Governors, intendants, 
councils, and commandants, all were gone ; the 
principal seigniors fled the colony; and a peoi)le 
who had never learned to control themselves or 
help themselves were suddenly left to their own 
devices. Confusion, if not anarchy, would have 
followed but for the parish priests, who in a char- 
acter of double paternity, half spiritual and half 
temporal, became more than ever the guardians of 
order throughout Canada. 

This EnglL^h conquest was the grand crisis of 
Canadian history. It was the beginning of a new 
life. With England came Protestantism, and the 
Canadian church grew purer and better in the 
presence of an adverse faith. Material growth, an 
increased mental activity, an education real ihooff^ 
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fenced and guai^ded, a warm and genuine patriot- 
mn^ all date from the peace of 1763. England 
inii>osed by the sword on reluctant Canada the 
boon of rational and ordered liberty. Through 
Cfnturies of striving she had advanced from stage 
to stage of progress^ deliberate and calm, never 
breaking with her past, but making each fresth 
gain the base of a new success, enlarging popular 
liberties while bating nothing of that height and 
force of individual development which is the brain 
and heart of civilization ; and now, through a hard- 
canied victory, she taught the conquered colony to 
nhare the blessings she had won. A happier calam- 
ity never befell a people than the conquest of 
Canada by the British arms. 
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A. 

THE HERMITAGE OF CAEN. 

HilfOIWB POUR PAIRS CO!f!fOISTRB l'bSPRIT ET LA COKDUITB DB LA 
COMPAOMK B8TABLIB EN LA TILLB DB CaB9, APPBL^B l'HbRMI* 
TAOB. 

(Extrait.) ' Bildiotheque Nationale. 

Cest en ce fameux Hermitage que le dit feu Sieur de Ber* 
nieres a esleve plusieurs jeunes gens auxquels ii enseignoit une 
espeoe d^oraisoii sublime et transceiidante que Ton appelle Torai- 
son puremeiit passive, paroeque I'esprit n'y agit point, maU 
n^(;oit seuiement la divine operation ; c*est cette espece d*oraison 
qui est la source de tant de visions et de revelations, dont THer- 
mitage est si fec*ond ; et apres qu'il leur avoit subtilize et presque 
fait evaporer Tesprit par cett» oniison rafiuee, il les rendoit 
caftables de reconnoistre les Jau^'^nistes les plus caches ; en sorte 
que qiielques uiis de ces disciples out dit qu*ils le connoissoient 
au ilairer, comme les chiens font Jeur gibier, pour ensuite leur 
faire la c!iasse, neantmoins le die Sieur de Bernieres disoit qu*il 
u*avoit pa^ I'odorut si subtil, mais que la marque k laquelle il 
connoissoit les Jansenistes estoit quand on improuvoit sa con- 
duite on que Ton estoit oppose aux Jesuites .... Au com- 
mencement les personnes de cette compagnie ne se mesloient que 
de lassistaiice des pauvres, mais depuis que le feu Sieur de Ber- 
nieres qui estuit uu simple lalque, qui n*avoit point d*estude, 8*eo 
estant rendu le maistre, il persuada a ceux qui en sont qu*elle 
n*estoit pas seuiement establie pour prendre soin de.^ pauvrest 
mais de toutes les autres bonnes oeuvres, publiques ou parti* 

1 This mimoirt forms 1 16 pages in the copj in mj possession. 
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A. 

THE HERMITAGE OF CAEN. 
MftHoiiB ntrw faibb cosfTfomriB l'bsfbit bt la coffDiriTB !>■ la 

CiiHPAOSIB BIITABLIB KX LA TILLB DB CaBST. AFrBL^B l'HbBMI* 
TAOK. 

(Extrait.) * BiUiotheque Xationale. 

Ckst en ce fimeux Hennitage que le (lit feu Sieur da Ber* 
nii-n*« A t>lovt.* |)lusi(*uni jeunes genu auxqueU ii ciiwigiioit une 
eA|iiHv (I'oniiHoii >ul»liine et tr.iiisc<fiiil:iiite que Ton appelle Tonu* 
Kiu |iur(*ineiit |)a*««ive. |Miroef]ue resprit ii*y mgit point, mail 
ni;<>it rtenli'inent Li «iiviiie opomtiou ; c'est ivtte e!(|K*irc d oniiHoa 
qui i-^^t lift MHiice lie taut dv vLsioiii» et de ri*v elation a, dont 1*1 Kt* 
uiii:i;:e e-st M fc'iimd : et apre^ gii'il leur avoit subtilize et preft<|iio 
fjit «*v:i{i'in*r Teftprit |>ar isett^ oniison raHuee, il le« reiidoit 
cu|iaMt*M de n*t*imiioi!«tre leu .l:iii««^iHtes \e* plus cachex ; en aorta 
que qtielqu»'s UII4 de (N^A dim'iple^ ont ilit qu*iU le connoiuoieni 
a<i rtainT. n>ninie le« eliieuA font ieur pliier, |)i>ur en suite leur 
f.iiie 1.1 c!ia<».'M\ neantnioinA le dit Sieur de lieniieres ilisoit qu*il 
ii'.i\<iii I a* r«Mlor.it si »uhtil. niaiA ipio lu m:inpie a laquelle il 
niiiiiiM»«»iKt li*H J.iiiMMiiiite't e^ti>it (piantl on iinpHMivoit sa con- 
fluid* i»u fpii* 1 on i*Htoit op}>o«it* aux JesuiteA ... . Au com* 
m* Dc«*niiMit li*<i iMT^oiiui*]! de ci'tte r«>ni(tay[iiie ne m* niesloient qua 
de 1 :i!«f«i<«taiit*«' *U'^ p;iuvr»'«, uiai< di*pui?« ipie le feu Sifur de Ber- 
liieie^ «|iii fMoit un ikiuipli* laiquf, ipii n*avi>it |N>iht flV^tutle. sVo 
efttaiit ri'iidu le maiMre. il iMT<»u:idu u 4i-ux qui vn nont fpi'elle 
n'e^tiiit |ka<t M'uliMUt'nt «'!>t:il>lie |»<»ur pn'iidri- M>in ile-* pauvres 

lii da toutes lest autres iMMiiie^ ii'uvn*«. pii!>liqiii>H ou |i:irti- 

I Thia mkimairt foriiu llG pegir* in the cii|»v in uiv |>(»M.*«iiion. 
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culieres, qui regardent la Piete et la Religion et qiie Bieii ki 
avoit 8U!>citez, priiici]>ulemeiit iK>ur supplecr auz defauto et oiglfi- 
gences de8 Prelate, des Pasteure, des Ma^traUt des Jugei ct 
autres Superieura £c4rie8i«isti(|ues et Politiques qui fiiute de 
a appiiquer assez aux devoirs de leurs diargea, obmettifDt dam lei 
oocasioiis beaucoup de bieu <|u*il8 pourroieut procurer, et negli^ 
ent de rusibter a beiiucx>up de maux, d*abu8 et d'erreurs qalls 
pourroient em|x^eJit*r ; et (|ue pour remeilier k oes munquemeiiu. 
il estoit ex|KMlieiit que Dieu suscitat plusieura gens de bien tie 
toutes sories de cuuditious qui s'uiiLsseiit eusemble pour travailler 
a lavauceuieui du bien qui tte |>eut faire en cbaque profez^siou. et 
pour exUrper les erreurs, les abus et les vices qui s*jr glissent 
souvent, par la negligence ou connivence mesme de ceux qui sont 
le plus obiigez par leur ministere d*y donner ordre. 

Kt c'est dans cette pensee que ces messieurs croyent avtMr 
droit a se mesler dc toutes cboses, de s'ingerer de toutes les 
actions uii peu eclatantes qui regardent la Religion, de slngerer 
en censeurs publics, pour corrigor et controller tout ce qui leur 
deplaist, d'entrer et de peiietrer dans les secrets des maisons et 
des families particuliei'es, comma aussi dans la conduite des com- 
munautez Keligieuses pour y gouverner toutes choses k leur gre ; 
et bieu que ces messieurs soieut fort iguorans, bien qu'ils n'aveut 
aucune experience des affaires et qu'ils passent dans le jugemeiit 
de tons ceux qui les connuisseiit iK)ur personnes qui n'ont quun 
Zcle impetueux et violent, sans lumieres et sans discretion, neant- 
muiiis ils presument avoir assez de Gipacite pour reformer la vie, 
les mceurs, les sentimeiis et la doctrine de tons les autres. Kt 
ce qu'il y a de plus fasdieux et de plus dangereux en cela, c*est 
que si on ne <lefLM'e aveuglement a tons leurs sentimens, si on 
improuve leur conduite et si Ton oppose la moindre resistance a 
leurs entreprises. quoyqu*injustes et violentes, ils unissent toutes 
leurs forces i)Our les faire reussir et pour cet etfet ils reclameut 
les s«x'Ours de tons ceux qui leur sont unis, a Paris, a Itouen et 
ailleurs, pour decrier, ]K)ur diffamer et pour perdre ceux qui lenr 
resistent et qui veulent s'opposer au cours de 
de leurs injustice, de sorie qu on peut 
cette compagnie a degenere en une CJibale 
gereuse et pernicieuse, tant a TEglise qu'k 
que depuis peu d'aunees ils out excite bea 
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diTii^iniis (\an% inxitv h\ vHIe do Caen, et notammont dariH 1c clorgttf 
«C ini*<*ine en pliin'MMin aiitres Iit*iix <le la H;i8He-Nf>nnuuilie aiiisi 
qu'il |i:iri»i<«tni par ItM articles suivaiiU de ct; ini*nii)iris 

II vsi arrive qiiolqties fi>ii« qu'ayaiit eu <lu faux avis quo del 
mariii iiialtroitoiciit Itnirs fenimcri ou que ilea feuimtfs nVstoient 
fia-^ liili'IcH ii leurs maris «)u (jue d(»H filleft lie ne gouveriioieiit pas 
liifiK lU Sf Mint inp*n*x sur le rapport qui en inttoit f.iit eu leur 
avi«*nilili*f «lt* rhiTclier les movens de reuic<Iier it ivt maux, ot ils 

« 

en ont <Aun<\ fl<* hi inq^crtinents et de si inditM*rcts <]ue <'fla a est A 
eaiKiMi* de caustT liien <iu destinlre et <io la division dauH Ut 
llimill''4 et flaiiH tiaito la ville : car smivent voulant enqH-ncher 
ufif li-i:<'n' f.iut**. on en f lit naistrt* de (grands MNintialcs, loniqua 
Ttin :is;i( par enqNtrtement plu<tiMt qui> par pmdencts 

CV n*i**>t piis s«Mdeuii'nt dans ii*s familleH partieulleres qu'ila 
s'lntriHluiM-nt |N)ur en fureter les M'eiets. |Miur en couuoitrc let 
di'tauih rt |H»nr eu usur|»er la direction et le g>>uvernenieiiU inais 
euifin* fliiuM Ics maisons Heli:;ieu8i'rt, dout les unen se Ront sou* 
nii*»i'9 a leur d«»minatinn, connne les Ursulines de Caen, les 
movni-* di* rAl»l»:iye d*Anli*nne de I'onlre de Proniiintre. pnM*lie 
d«* et'tti' \ille et drpui^t pen les til1«'s de Saint«'*M:irie ; et les 
autn*^ Ifur ay:int teMUoi<vne (pielque ri'sistanci*. ils ont enqdovo 
lunte ItMir imlu^trii* |K)ur en venir a Ixmt ; et oil I'artiliee a nuiu- 

«pir. iU y out aiiJMUtt- li*s violences et les menaces 

Mai*< il nt* faiit jioint rlit*r«*lier dc nianpies plus vinililes de la 

pt*rM'vrninee. |MMir niieux dirt* du pro;;res de ees faux erniites 

dans lfMir>( euqMirtenuMis que «v tp]\>iit f;ut cet liiver |iass<* ein(| 

j<un«'s ImniuirH n<iurriH en rilennita;;e et eleves sous la «lirec* 

ti«in H 'liM'ipliiif* du feu Sieur tie liernieres. On l«'ur av(»it si 

liii-n iniprinii* d.in^ Tf-iprit ipie tout «*>toit rempli <le JauMMiiMei 

dan*» l:i villi' d** I'atMi. «*t (pie lt*H rurez en estoient Ii's fiuieurn el 

pn>tfiM«-ur». qn'un d'rntri'fiix s'inia;;ina qu<' Dieu Tin^piroit f»r(e« 

DM'Ut ailvt>rtir le {M'np1«' di' Cam qu«* 1«*^ run*2 eMoirnt df's f:iu« 

Icurs d'iK'-ri''tI«pi -> «*t par eonsi qurnt dfs i*\i*omuiii«>/ ; «-t ay:int 

^■tmiadv il se» (*i»mpa;:nons d*ann(»iirt'r pnMiqiifiut'ni a tonti* la 

HEflb fl0 crime prt*tendu <lf*H (.'un*z d'une ntanirn* tpii tii!i«-)ia*«t lo 

^^^Bfe^ ^i fui ca)Milde di* rt'\i*itrr t'onur c.^ IVi-ttiir^. ils 

'"^ oelta puhiieatinn le nifr«Tr«ii qti.it rii-mt' du 

el ju;^rrt*ii( «pi<' piiiir si* ili>pn»ir a 

n leur avoit in^piii-. il f.illtiit faire 
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ensemlile ane communion extraordinaire, immMiatemenfc ami 
que fie reiitrepreiidre. lis assisterent clone pour ceteflTet et dm 
la paroisse de SiiiiitrOaen » la mewe d*un prestra qa*OD dit eiln 
de leur cabale, et commuiiivrent Ums cinq de sa main ; et apiii 
leur couiinuiiioii, 1e plus zelc mit bas son pour|«oint et le lutt 
avec son c)i:i{H.'au dans TEglise ; et acoompagne des qnatre antra 
qui le snivoient sans cliai)eHux, sans colets et le ponrpoiot 
deboutonne, non-obstant la rigueur extreme du froid; ils »la^ 
chei-ent en eet e<iuipage par toute la ville, anuon9ant a haute 
voix que Ics cui'ez de Caen a lexception de deux qn'ils nom- 
moient utoiont fauteurs de Jansenitites et excommuniez, paros 
qu'ils HVoient sigin: un acte devaut Tofliciad de Caen, oil ih 
attesteiit (pi'ils ne connoissent point de Jaiisenistes dans la dito 
ville et re)»etoient cet advertissement de dix fias en dix pas, oa 
qui emeut toute la ville et attira a leur suite une grande molti- 
tuile de ]K>pul.'ice qui se |>ersuadunt que cesgensestoientenvoyes 
de Dieu ))our leur donner cet udvertissement, temoignoient desja 
de reniotioii contre les cure/.. Mais Ics miigistrats qui estoieut 
alors an siege en ayant este advertis, ils envoyerent leurs liuis.'fiers 
pour les arrester et les emmener, et ayant este interrogez par le 
jnge 8ur le sujet d'une action si extraurdinuire, ils res^iondlreut 
ha diment (fu ils Tuvuient entreprise pour le service de Dieu et 
qu*il8 estoit'iit prests de souffrir la mort pour soustenir la verite 
de ce ([n*il8 aniion(;oient, qu'ils avoient conuoissanee certaine 
qu*il y avoit gniiid iionihre de Jansenistes en la ville de Caen, et 
que les curex s en estoient declarez les fauteurA, |)ar la declara- 
tion (|n'il.s avoient donnee qu*ils n*en connoissoient point ; eusuitte 
de (piuy (|U:itre d'entrc enx furent renvoyez en pririon et le 
cinqn'.enie fut in!s entre les mains de ses parents sur une attesta- 
tion que donnereiit les niedecins qu'il estoit liypocondriaque et 
pen de jours apres le lieutenant criminel ayant instruit le procez, 
les qnatre prisonniers furent condaninez u cent livres d*amende; 
il leur fut deifendu et ii tons autres de 8*2isseiifbler ni d exciter 
auenn scandale, il fiit ordonne qu'ils scroient mis entre les mains 
de leur parents pour s*en cliargcr et en faire bonne et 
ganle. avec deffense de les laisser entrer dans la TiUe fl^ 
fauxlxmrgs, sur peines au cas appartenantes. . • r 

Car de (pielles entreprises ne sent pas cai 
d esprit faible et d'liumeur atrabilaire qur 
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•ifchees par det jcAnes, des veillct et d autres aQsU'ritei oontinu- 
elles et |Mir det nietiiutioni de troii ou qiiatre heuret par jour, 
lorvque Ton ne lea eiitrctient prcsque d*auire cho«e, si non quo 
lour Kelijrion et rKgliHO loiit eii un tres gnui«l dauger de m 
pen I re, |iar la fkctiou et la ooiiipiratiuu des JaimeuUteii leaquels 
Oil It-ur repremsnte dam 104 livren, daiiH leu Ht-nuoiii et daiu lea 
coiifereiioeii, comme des gens qui veuleiit renverser les fondo- 
iiM'iiU de la Keliginu et de la Piete Clircstieiine, qui veulent 
dt'truin* le mysUrra de F Incarnation, qui ne croveut |ioint k la 
Ti-uiifkUlwUintatiou ni riuvocution des Saints, ni le» Indulgences, 
qui veuU*nt abolir le sacritice de la me&se et le hacrement de la 
IVnitemv, qui I'oniliattent la devotion et la culte de la Sainte* 
Vier;^ qui nient h* franc arhitre et qui Hulisttiiuent en sa place la 
di-stin et la fatal ito den Turc», et eiiHn qui mairhiiient la mine do 
Tautlioriti den Souvfrains Pontifes. Quy a-t-il de plus ais^ 
que d'aiiimer les cMprlts iiulKX'ile:* d*eux ine»me» et prevenus do 
C08 fausMSH iina;{inations con t re des KvescpieM, des I)uct4*urs, des 
C*un*s, vi coiitre d'autnii fiersonnes tK*s vertueuses et tres iratho* 
liipK-a, lorsquon 1«.'ur fait croiru que toutes ces iiersouuea con* 
Spirent a e«tablir une licivsie abominaUle I 



B. 

LAVAL AND ARGEXSOX. 
Lbttk« db L'K%'eiiQrK nic Pktk^b a M. irAsocsrsosr, Fates 

{Ertmit.) Papim ilWrtfenfon, 

J A I nveu daiiA mon entn'e dan^ 1«* |inyM do Mnnsirnr rntro 
fri're Inutes l<-s niarqiMfi d*un4* liitMivcilliuuv extrannlinain*; iay 
liftit OMMi iMHthilili* |Miur la n'ri)ii;riioiHtn* et liiy ay n-iulu t«Mis It's 
IMWCts cpie je d iIh ii une |m*i'soiiii<> fir !«a wrtu ft df son ini-rito 
Wat k bi qnoliu* qu'il |i<>ru*; cuminf* «oii |ilii<« vrritalilf nniy i*t 
Mnriteiir lay cru eMn* olili;;*' il«* luy doinirr un iidvit im- 
la hioii fie rKgliMe vl qui luy dfVMit r*>trf* iitilf h'II 
das|ioaition qm* ic ^uih :i<>««iiin' i|U«' vous 
al it wul k cicur ou\ert uvt-c inunjues 




408 APPENDIX. 

« 

asses ^Tidcntes qae oe que ie luj disois estoit mj Yeo vp^ 
estoit fonde sur des sentimens que Tavois veu moj mesme ps- 
roistre en diverses assemble pabliqnes; cependant il ne firt 
que trop congnoistre qu'il ne troavoit anqunneinent bon qoB 
ie luj doiinaisses cet advertissement et me voullnt fidre em- 
brasser Ie party de oeux qui avaient tout subject de se plundrs 
de son precede envers eux, imus que je ne pretendois auqunne- 
mciit justifier n'en ayant auqunne plainte de leur part pour luj 
fiiire et dailleurs estans assea desint^resses ; vous pouvex biea 
iuger quels sont ceux dont ie veux parler sans vous les nommer 
puL$que vous mesme qui avez uue affection sincere et bien r^ee 
pour ces digues ouvriers evangdliques m'avez avoue que voiu 
aviez doulleur de Ie voir partir dans les sentiments oil il estoit i 
leur esgard sans bcaucoup de fondement du moins sufiisammeat 
recongiieu iK)ur lors ; ce que ie luj dis avuir sceu de vous pour 
ne rieii uiuettre de ce que je me persuadois qui estoit capable de 
lui faire avouer one veritc qui nestoit que trop appareute, oe qui 
devoit un i>eu Ie calmer son esprit semhla Taigrir et se fascha de 
oe que vous m*aviez faict cctte ouverture, ie ne scais depiiis ce 
qu'il a pense de moy, mais il semble que je luy sois suspect et 
qu'il aye cru que iVmbrasse la cause de ces bons serviteurs de 
Dieu a son preiudice, muh ie puis bien asseurer quails n*oiit pour 
luy que dcs sentimens de respect et que la plus forte passion que 
inye est de Ie voir dans une parfaite union et intelligence avec 
eux. 
Quebec ce 20 Octobre 1659. 

Lettre de M. d'Argensox, 1660. 

(Extrait.) Papiers d^Argenson. 

Monsieur de Petree a une telle adherence h ses sentiments et 
un zMe qui Ie porte souveiit liors du droict de sa charge qull ne 
fiiict aucuiie dilficulte d'empieter sur Ie pouvoir des aultres et 
avec taut de chaleur qu'il n'ecoute personne. II enleva ces jours 
dernicrs une iille servente d'un habitant d*icy, et la mit de son 
autoiite dans les Hursulines sur Ie seul pretexte qu'il vouloit la 
faire instruire. et par \k il priva cet habitant du service qu'il pre- 
tendoit de sa servente qui luy avoit faict beaucou)) de di'|>ense a 
amener de France. Cet habitant est Mr Denis lequel ne cognois- 
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•ant pjw qui Tftvoit M>u>)<i(ivt mo pn»«enfA reqiiojite pour Tavoip. 
Je pinir ['iV] la n^qiioKh* Kins la n?|>oiMlrtJ irois joura |H)ur em- 
|ii'M*lit*r IVrlat di* 4Vtte atTuire. Ixi U. P. l^alciiieiit av(*c liH|iiei 
jVii ci»iiiiuiiiii(|iiti et kH|tu4 hlastna fort Ic procetle «li) Mf do IV 
irvv iiVm]>l(»va dv tout son |>ouvoir pour la fuiro n*ndn; kiiis limit 
el 11* V ^aigiia rioii, si hicii que je fuM ol>li«^u do rt*{)«>iidro la re- 
quest** vi (\v |H'mit'ttre a ci*l haliiuinl do n*pn*ndn» sa 8crv«*nte 
oil il la trouvortiit, vt si jo uVusmo inHiniii* souIm main d*accoin- 
modfr tvtio atliiirt.' <^t quf rh:il>ilaiit a ipii on ri'fuMi do la rendra 
Trut {HKiiiiuivi on justice jVusso i*8tt'* ol>li;;o flo la luy n*iiflri* ot do 
|KiusMi*r tout avi^c lM'am*oHp do noandal i*t c«'la (fi ctiMSf de) la 
volt III ti'f de M' de IVtreo qui diet qunn evetque pfult e$ quil 
vrult^ et ne mrnare que dtjrrommuincation, 

Lbttri db M. D'AaoBVBOsr. 

(ExtraitM.) Papiert d^Argenton, 

KRiiRC le 7 Juillcl. 100O. 
yV do IVtrec a fai-^t nai^trc rot to oont<*«t;ition ft ie pnin dire 
auiv Vfri{<' quo son zrle en pluMeure nMinuitre* apprvM'he fort 
d'uiio ;:raiiile atai-lie a Min sentiment et trenipifti'iiii-nt i«ur la 
cli:ii;;f <lis aultri's ntiniiie vniis le vrrr<'Z par uii lidlft i«'y j«>iiiL 
. . . 1)«* CiiUliv* rr* eiili!e«t:ilioiiH que i'uV t-u liue<' M' dr Petrt-O 
i'av tiM]«ijniirs t*:ii«t If U. 1*. I^iilmiaiid nii'*<li:iteur : tM*f«t uiie |ior- 
iMiiiiif dim hi ;;r:uid nieriie et d'un M'Um si ai'lirv** quo io [M^niio 
qu'nii lie |M-iilt rieii jadjitiiter; il soroil liien ii »i>uliaiter qun 
ttiuts ei ux de ^a iiiair^Mi suivi«M*iit fVA sentinieiitA ; iU iii* m* in«*s- 
Irmifiit pu-s di* ei-fiMir* r plii-ieuni elifisen romiiio iU f<>nt et laiA- 
S4rMifiit le •^nuvenienifht t\*m atfain-M a ci'ui quo Dieu a onluuu^ 
pour celo. 



rfeKONNK DIMKSNIL. 

8tBCB G*ri>4i« i*r I'li^r « M«*««i i<*«i i n i>r '*f»inriir IC44. 
{IClfrtltt.) Arrhfr9iU!,i .l/'inf./ 

jour* aj'H'* r«i.il.!j-w ii.'M.t *\ti ('*.»!-• .] S^tie 
% (kf^ li-tln-^ p:it'-nt< « •!•■ S.i m iji •(• , U 
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Procurenr Gren^ral da dit Gonseil jageant qu*il etail de a 
charge dereprendre )es {papien) de oette plainte poar ne pM 
laisser an tel attentat impaai, fit sa requete verbale an dit Cod- 
sell tendante a ce qa'il lui fut donno commission pour informer 
contre le dit Sieur Du Mesnil ; et que si le dit Sieur Da Mesuilf 
avut avis de la dite comoiission qu'il ne manqaerait pas de 
detoumer ces dit*« papiers, demandant qu*il lui fut permis de 
saisir et de sequestrer ici et ap()08er le sceau au cofire oa 
armoire en laquelle se trouveraient les dits papiers, et poor 
ce faire qu*il plut au dit Conseil nommer tel Commissaire qu*il 
jugerait a propos. Lie dit Conseil enterinant la requete du dit 
Procureur General, nomma le Sieur de Villenij, pour, en Is 
presence du dit Procureur General et assistance de son Greffier 
yaquer k la dite information, &c. 

£t d autant que le dit Sieur Du Mesnil etait estim^ homme 
violent et qu il pourruit faire quelque boutade, fiour doiiner main 
forte a lu justice, Mr. le Gouvenieur fut pne pnr les <lits Con- 
scillcrs de faire escorter le dit Sieur Commissaire par quelque 
nombre de soldats. 

Le dit Sieur de Villeray assist^, comme dit est pour Texeca- 
tiou de sa commission, se tmnsporta au logis du dit Sieur Du 
Mesnil, Liissaiit a quartier Tescorte de soldats pour s*en servir eu 
cas de hesoin. 

I^ dit Sieur Du Memil ne trompa pas Topinion que Ton 
avait cue de 8a violence, iit grand bruit, cria aux voleurs, voulaiit 
emouvoir sou voisinage, outrageant d*iujures les dits Sieurs de 
Villei-ay et Procureur General au grand mepris de Tautorite du 
Conseil, refusant meme de le recoimaitre. Ce qui n'em{>eclia 
pas le dit Sieur de Villeray d*executer sa commission de saisir 
les papiers du dit Sieur Du Mesnil, qui en donna la clef, y lit 
apposer le sceau et ioelui sequestrer es mains d'un voisin du dit 
Sieur Du Mesnil et de son consentemeut. 

Le lendemain le dit Sieur de Villeray rnpporta son proces 
verbal au dit conseil, atteste du dit Procureur General, et signe 
du Greffier du dit Conseil et sur les injures, violences et irreve- 
rences y contenues tant contre le dit Sieur Commissaire que 
Tautorite du Conseil, Ht decemer un decret de prise de oorpa 
contre le dit Sieur Du Mesnil, dont j*empdchai rextoitkm. 
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IIbmoikk db Dcmmnil coucbbnant lba ArrAiBBi Du Canada. 
{Ext rait, ) Arckivts dt la Marine. 

10 Sr.rTBviiiiB. 1671. 

Jjtn diti Sieiirs tlo Mt'sy, Oouvernciir. «le IVtrw, Kv^|iie, et 
Diipint (■}iiiilai<«. Brriv(*it nu (lit QiioIm^c le 10' j<iiir<1e S«*))U*iiihr6 
lGti:l, fuHMit It* liMi(lciii:iin naltioA «*t visiitvA |Kir It* ilit l)ii Mennil 
pnn-eiU'nt y\f^\ \ei\\iv\ imr devoir et dviliie leur «lit |i:ir forme 
4i*avi« i|ue iwr ties arrets du ('nn^ell du Uoi, qiril leur n'|in*M*iitA 
en iLitt* du H Mars 1()47 et l«i Mai 1<).V.) toun Ii'« I'uiiiiuiit ct 
recL'veum dc*H dits deiyers puhlics I'tiiient exrlim do toutea 
chur;»e'( |>uMi<|ues.iii<(]U*ri ve ti\i\U euMoiit nMidu ot BMiure leurt 
cnm|»teH, ft le iiomaii* V'illeray <*h:i«<(i* du coiiiieil de In traite 
pour y uvoir vxurv |iar voieA et moyeufl illicites ; et ordonne qa*il 
vieiiilr.iit e.i Fmui'e ptiur le |Nir«^.fr ili* bm erimL's : ce <|u*il !!*• 
|ku f.iiu I't |»imr iiouiuirr k*A autn*! coinmiH, n-«W('nrs, auxquelt 
it aur.iit coninii-iict* ii f.iire le protVH |H'iidaiit (|u*il I'tait jii;;^*. 

NoiifilM:(nt !i*si|ueU direj*. ai*tert et arrrtt n^pri'Aeiitt'A. Ics ditt 
Sienrn dir Mi*»>y. Kv<M|ae de IVtn*i\ et l>u]ioiit (iiiudaiii. n'oni 
di'liiiAM- »\v pri'iKlre et ailinettre av(*c eux iiu dil Cuuneil Sou- 
veraiii li*K dith iMiiipraiilea ; leM|Ui*U |Nir ct* luoyeii fte pr^'teiideul 
a fiouviTt e( rXf ni{i(i« de rem In* l(*ii dit^ ('oui|it«*M. 1^* dit i*taldiiise- 
mcMit de (Ml I He i I fuit et arrete par U^ ilitji (\ininiiM-Nireii lo 18 
du iiioi^ d(* S«*}it*'inl>re, deux jours apres Irur arrivik*; et pour 
1*r«M*unMir (■eiit'nd preniieiit uii nomme .lean liounlou, boulaiiger 
et eaiiiioiiier au fort et auvsi aiiiipluble ile H a *J(M>,(HI0 livrea* 
comuie il Kc*ni nio litre et «|u*il a prele sou iioni. 

I^* :fo du inoia de S<'pti'mhre, deux jount apres ret^iMiiHemeDl 
du dit riiii<M*il. \vn ditJi Villeniy soi-ilifsiiit conned ler et coinmi<i- 
■aire et liounlun, l*rorun*ur (lenrnil arroiiipa;;m^ de ilt-ux ser- 
p-tit< d'uii M*rruri4*r et «le dix luddatu du furu hiru arnii'S vont 
en la mui^in du dit Du .MeMiil. Iiiteiidatit et Coiitrul«-ur (ii'iiend, 
•1 peu au|HirH\'aiit leur ju;;e soiivrRiiii, sur len 7 a H luMireM du 
•oir pour \Mvt <t.i tnaison ; ce cpriU firt'iit : ayaiit fait njinpre 
1a porte de M>n c:d>:net, h<*h anu'>in*8 ct uii cufVrot : pris rt vm- 
porta oe qu'lli imt trouve df<lans et iii»tain:iii*iit tou'i m*<. papi«-r« 
^M hl|IN !■ ^taient leurt proceK prt-Mpii' t'.iiit*^ *-i U-s yn-nw!* de 
lOOOCUMiuiiiiet malvi*r^tioiis,'>ah*« au'-iin iiivt-i.taiie 
■tke^ etant ]» dit Du Mcftuil. lum des dites vio> 



412 APPENDIX. 

lences, tena et arr^t^ rar an ri^ge et radement tnit^ ptr fei lol- 
dats jusqiies k Tempecher d*apiie1er da seooan et dm vtaam 
pour voir ce qui se passait en sa maison et oomme fl ^tait lie d 

arrete. 

Cette action violente ainsi faite et 1e dit Da MemO se totwA 
dvUvrc (1u massiicre de sa perwnnedont il etait menac^et d'etre 
aknassiiie comine son fils s'en va trouver le dit Sieur Dapont 
Gaudais prenaiit quality d*Intendant pour lui en faire plainte, 
qu'il ne voulut entendre, dlsant que c etait de son ordonnance et 
du dit Conseil que la dite action et prise de papiers avait ete 
faite ; h quoi le dit Du Mesnil lepartit qu'il 8*en pisundrut an 
Roi, ct lui en demanderait justice, ce qui ohligea le dit Dapont 
Gaudais de dire au dit Du Mesnil qu*il donnat sa requete; oe 
qui fut fait, et sur laquelle fut par le dit Conseil ordonne le fi 
du dit niois de Septoiubre, deux jours apres cctte violence (jue 
le dit I)ui>ont Gaudais serait conlmi^isaire pour verifier les £iits 
d'ioelle rc<iur*te ; ce que poursuivant le dit Du Mesnil, il eat 
ordre verbal du dit Sr. Giiudais de mettre au Greffe ses caa^es 
et movens <le recusation, de nullite de prise h partie et de de- 
maiides ; ce que le dit Du Mesnil fit comme appert par Facte 
si^iie du (iiettier du dit Conseil du 28 dudit mois de Septembre 
8ur les(}ue)le8 recusations, prises a partie et demandes, le dit 
Conseil n'a rit»n voulu ordoiiner, comine appert par autre actc 
du dit (Jrelfier du 21 Octobre ensnivant. jour ordonne poor 
IViiibar(|iienient et depart des vaisseaux du dit Quebec pour 
rctourner en France. 

Mais au lieu de statuer et onlonner sur les faits, mojens et 
con<']u>ioii8 du dit Du Mesnil, le dit Conseil sans plaiute, sans 
partie et sans information a dresse emprisonnement du dit 
Du Mesnil et cacbe le decret sans le mettre an Greffe dans 
I'inttaition de le faire paniitre et executer du meme temps que 
le dit Du Mesnil se voudrait emliarquer pour revenir en 
France, alin qu*il nVut pas le temps de donner avis des vio- 
len(*es qii'on lui faisait : de quoi averti il s'embarqna qnel* 
ques jours auparavant les autres et fut re<;a par le Capitaina 
Gardeur <lans son navire, nonobstant les defenses qui lui ea 
av.iient ete fuites par le dit nouveau Conseil et one six vS^ 
eaiion de la plate forme d'en bas fussent i 
navire pour le faire obeir a leurs ordonnap< 
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TouH (H*R maMacreii, aAnaAsini et pillagos n*oiit ete faits au dit 
Du MrsuiL IntoiuiaiiU \Kir K-s diu comptalilus, onlunnatourt el 
preiif urs de liieii public ot It'uni |»areiitM et ullivB que pour Uicher 
a couvrir et tt*ext*mpter de compter, payer et reiidre oe 4|U*iU out 
piile, savoir 



D. 

LAVAL AND MfeSY. 

ObDBB DB M" DB MtST DB FAIBB tOllMATIOB A L'EtBQUB 

DB PbTB&B. 

(Extrait.) Regittrt du Const il Sup^rieur. 

13 Fbtbibb, 1061. 
Lr Sieur (rAiigovilI«% Major dc la Ganiison entreteiiu«' |Nir lo 
Hoi <laiit le Fort de S* Iahiib a Cjucliec pavH du la Nouvelle 
Fr.iiK'e, osi comnmiide par nous Sii-iir de Mv!«y, Lieut«*iiaiir 
(tt'iiiTal ft (aouviTiieur puur Sa MaJi'Ste daiiM toute Ictendue du 
dit |Kiyis aller dire et aviTtir Moii&it'ur rK\e<|ue de Pctree vtaut 
pri-MfiiUMiiiiit tiaim la ch:iinhrc qui b(*rvuit ciMlevuiit aux Ahm'Oi-'* 
bltM-h du C'oiiheil au dit \w\^ que* Ica Siours tiouinii.'t p«iur Cun- 
M-illfm et le Sirur Hounlcm |iour IV(M*un'ur «Iu lUn au dit 
0)11 MM 1 a la |lt•r^U;i^i(lIl du dit Si«'ur de IVtiee qui le« ci>iiii:u<««ait 
eiitirri'nieiit m.*» crt*ature!« tieUiiit voulu reiidre \vs^ nmltres de- 
cLiri-<« ft |N)rt*-H f II diverses uiauii-n'ii tians le dit Consfil cuiitre 
lf<» liittTft^ du Koi ft du pulilir |H>ur appuyrr ft autorinfr leii in- 
ti*rr(M d'autnii eii iKirticulier, il Ifur a «'tf c*i>niinaiiflf |Kir iiotn* 
on In* |M»ur la fiuiitfrvation df< iht4Tft<t du Koi fu otr paVN de 
•'alwiitiT du ilit (\MiM*il juM|u'ti re que ii iiotn* dili:;f no* p:ir le 
reluur tlf*i pn-mifn» v;ii«>sf:iux qui \ifndn»iit, Sa M.ijfhic ait <• u5 
iuforiiRHf de Ifur ti uiduitf, t-i <|u'iU av HUfiit juHiilii'ii ilfi cal>al«*B 
^*il« ont forniiVs. fonn'iit/'f}* ft fiiiret«'nuc<« (imtn* Ifur d<*\fiir ft 
b aemieui du lidelite qu'iU fUiifUt (ilili;;i'!« di* ;;.inlrr a Na dite 

'ur Kvf<|ue a*'quii*M*i'r a la «litr iiitiriil«-ti<>ii 
du Uoi, et vuuluir proroK-r |»ar lav la 
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4*imo AiBembl^ pablique k noaveOe nominadon des Conaenkn 
«n la place det dita Sieun Interdite pour pouvoir rendre la joi- 
lioe anx peuples et habitante de oe paya, Daclarant que nou 
fiieur de Mesy no pouvons en nommor aacan do uotre part eo 
la fii^'on en laquelle nous avons ^t^ surpris par notro £icilite kn 
de la premiere nomination manque d*une parfaito eonnainiinf^ 
et que s*il est fiiit quelque chose au prejudice de cet ayerdne- 
ment par aucun des dits Gonseillera interdits, ils seront traitei 
oommo desobeissanta, fomenteurs de rebellions et contrairei ai 
repoa public. 

(Sign^) "MisT." 

RipoMSB DB l'Etbqub db PirxiB. 

R^ffistre du Conseil Supirieur, 

16 Fbt. 166i 

Laissant k part les paroles offensives et accusations injuri- 
euses qui me regurdent dans I'affiche mise au son du tambour le 
treizieme <le ce mois de Fevrier, au poteau public, dont je pre- 
tends me jiistiticr <levant Sa Majeste je r^pouds h. la priere que 
Monsieur le Gouverneur m'y fait d*agreer Tinterdiction des per- 
aonnes (]ui y soiit comprises, et de vouloir proceder k la nomi- 
nation d autres Couscillers ou Officiers et ce par Tavis d*un6 
at^seuibleo pul)li<]ue, (|ue ni ma conscience ni mon honneur, ni le 
ros{K*ct et o))eissance que je dois aux volontes et commande- 
Bients du Hoi, ni la fidelite et raffection que je dois & son ser- 
vice ne me lo permottent aucunement jusques k ce que dans ua 
jugemcnt legitime les desnonmies dans la susuite affiche soieot 
ceuvaiiicus des crimes dont on les j accuse. 

A Quebec ce seizieme Fevrier mil-six-cent-soixante-quatre. 

(Signe) "Francois,'* £vI:que de Quebec 

Knrc'gistre a la requete de Mgr. r£veque de P^tree ce 16 

Fevrier 1GG4 par moi Secretaire au Conseil Souverain sous- 

signe. 

(Sign^) Peuvbet, Secret", 

avec paraphe. 
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LbTTBS DB MitT AUX JiSCITBC 

(EztraiL) CoUtction de CAM Ftrland. 

Comme 9a\\*\ toil que U gloire de Dieu, le aervioe du Roi ei U 
■ervioe du public nous aicut eiigagt'S de veuir en oe pays pour j 
rencontrer iic»tre salut par la sollicitation de M. l*Kveque da 
Pvtn.^ <|ui iioux a fait a:;n?er au Koi pour avoir riionneur d'etre 
•on l^ivutonaiit (loiieral ec Gouvemeur de toute la Nouvello 
France, rvprviient«*r sa iientuiiiie daiii le Omseil Souveraia qu*il 
a t'lalili daiia ce dit \vik\n pour exercer la justice, police et finauoab 
ce qui n<iU4 tieiit lieu d'obligation vers niou dit Sieur I'Kvequo 
|Miur lui d( inner den ai»rque« de reconnajMance en toutet ren« 
contn-fi. A t|Uoi nous Bommes auiwi obliges par 8on merite par- 
tii*iili«*r et p:ir le re»|K*ct t|ui est dA a son caractere, mail qui ne 
doit entrer en iiulle cunriidrration pour le regard du service oi 
de la tidelite que nous nomnu'S oblige de rendre a S. M. ; n etani 
pas ni lie not re conscience ni de notre honneur d'avoir accept4§ la 
aMntn:<»'«ion dont il nouft a lionore. pour nVn p:ift faire le deub do 
notre i'li:ir;:e et ile traliir ]ei« interets de Sa dite Majeste; lui en 
avant fail le sennent de lidelite entre sch muinH et d'en avoir 
rti;u le oinmiantlenient |»ar ha Umche. Poun|U(»i ayuiit reiicon- 
tfv |ilu'*it'Ur!» prati(|Ui*fl que nous uvoiis cm en cimM'ifnt^e |»:ir de- 
voir etre ol>li;;e dVn eni|>erlier la ftiiite, mmti aurioiiit fait publier 
noin> dtVlanition du I. 'S' jour de Fevrier deniier. et ne rayant 
pu f.iin* taire >\\i\* y iiiU'resiier le S' Kveqne, notre dite deelara- 
tiiMi iinuH f:iit |Kif>MT d:iiis M>n ei^prit et fie tons Me^iiieurs let 
l'l<t'tef»ia«tic|Ui'A qui onihiderent ce |Kiint d*une prt*tenilue otfeuso 
paii!» a>oir r;;.inl am-uneinent aiix interets du l{i>y |K>urun calnin- 
niatfiir. mauvais jii;;**. un in<;rat et cons«*ien<v erronntV et |»lu« 
»i«'urK nut res terines injnrieux qui He publient jiMirnellement 
CMitre ra'itoriie ilu Uo\, en f:iis:int un |Hiint df n'pmbution da 
L dit** )*riMendu«* otFense. un de:* priiii*i]Kiux iious rtant venu 
avertir i|iii- Ton imiiih iHiiirrait faire ffrmer la |Nirtf ilt-N K:;lis«« 
el Oiiu* fni|»ei*luT c|i' reo'Viiir liw S** Sa<'r«Mnt*iits. si iion<* ne ri''|ia- 
ri(*n<» la ditf ]in'*tt'ii>lui* ot!eii<«e. I't^ qui nous «Iiiiiti«* im scrupule '^n 
IVime : et dt* plun nf |Hiuv:iiit nou<i :idri"«MT |H>iir Himm i>ii <*i-lair- 
rir fiu'a d«*H |MTMMiitt**i qui m* d(*i-l:iri*nt ii(t<» pirii*-^ v\ qui jii:;i*nt 
du fait Mins en navtiir la rause : niai'* n'v ay ant rieii tie >i iin|ior- 
Uot aU inonde que le balut et la title lite que nous (K-vons ^anicr 
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pour les int4Sr^t8 da Roi qae Dons tenoiu ioa^paniblet Fan de 
Tautre, et reconnaissant qu*il n'y a rien de si oeitaia qoe la mort 
et rien de si inoonna que Ilieure, et que le temps est long poor 
informer Sa Majeste de ce qui se passe, pour en receYoir set 
ordres, et qu*en attendant, une &me est toiyours dans la crunta 
quoiqu*el]e se connaisse dans Tinnocence, nous sommes oUig^ 
avoir neanmoins recours aux R^v^rends P^res Casuistes de la 
Diaison de Jesus pour nous dire en leur conscience ce que nous 
pouvous pour la dechaige de la ndtre et pour garder la fidelity 
que nous devons avoir pour le service du Roi, les priant qn*ils 
aient agn^able signer ce qu*ils jugeront au bas de cet 4crit, afin 
de nous servir de garantie vers sa Majesty 

Fait au Chateau de Quebec, ce dernier jour de F^vrier, 
1664. 



E. 

MARRIAGE AND POPULATION. 

Lbttre de Colbert ▲ Talost. 

(ExtraitJ) Archive* de la Marine. 

Pabis, 20 Fevrier, 1668. 
$A Majeste a fait une gratification de 1500 livres 2i M' de 
Lnmotte, I*'' Capitaine au Regiment de Carignan-Salieres, tant 
en consideration du service qu'll reud en Canatla, de la construc- 
tion des forts et de ses expeditious qui ont ete faites contre les 
Iro(}U(»is. que du manage qu'il a contracte dans le pays, et de la 
resolution (]U*il a prise de sy habituer* EUe a ordonne de plus 
la soinme de G(M>0 livres pour etre distribuees aux otiiciers des 
nieine-i troupes, on qui s'y sout deja maries ou qui s y marieront 
afin de leur donner di^ moyens de s'etablir et de mieux s*afibrroir 
dans la i>ensee ou ils sont de ne pas revenir en France. Elle 
fait un autre fond de 12,000 livres pour etre distribue aux sol- 
dats (]ui resteront aux pays et qui sy marieront, autres que 
ceux ties quatre compagnies qu'elle y laisse, ces deniiers etant 
entreienus par le paiemeutde leur soldo .... 12U0 livres pour 
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ci'lui <1r« mcillruis liahitaiitA qui a ITi onfaiiK ct ft^^^ livrw pour 
r;iii(n' (|ni fti a dix. KtU* a uiissi •^ratifie M. rKv^|uc'<Ie IVtrce 
«riiiii* i*(*iiiin«* de ficiOD livn*s {>i>ur <*o(itintier ii r:iM.ti>u*r }M)ur sim* 
Uiiir ^a 4li;;niu\ tiiiirnir uiix b«*stiiii(i de auu K^IIm; et de sun 
ft- mi. lain*, vi vudn 4'Umm» Hvn-* |Kiur etrt? i*iii|iluvi'rs a la \v\ve 
(if I'lH |iuinim-8 et dr .'!<> rillrn dfpuis 1(> jiiMiua itM uiis et lum 
an di-l.i : «Mitrt' '2l\'t i\nv la C'oiii|Hipiii* y f.iit {kl^mt Cfttc* aiMii*e, 
et qui dcvaiviit v rtro iulWci I'aiiih'e d<'niit-ns 12 Cavalt-a, 
J i'ial*iii% 2 ^n»s aiit's dr MirlivlaiH ct 60 bn'lii.'* ; ii qiioi Vou 
inftvuillo d;iiib it'» pruviiict*8 du royaiiiui*, ft lull n'ouliliu ric-ii 
|Miur ri-nilian|iieinviit |iariaiit de la litn'hvllv ven la tin du muia 
pPK'haiii. 

Ft* vdiisi prie dt* hitMi fiiire coiiKidercr & tout le pay* que 

]«'iir lijfii. l<-ur ^ul•'«i'«taIHV. i*t ttnil iv qui |ieut lf.<4 ri-i;:iriler de 
|iiu« jiii-«> di'jN'iiil (I'litK' n'-MiIuliiiu puliliquo a l.iqui-lli* il iic Miii 
jatn.ii'* citiitri'VfdU <K' iu:irii*r tt*.'« «rar«;iiii4 ii 18 nu ll^uiis. et les 
tillt"« :i 14 iiu \»* aii» : qui* les up)MiMtiiins de iru\(»ir ]ia.s hUtli- 
Kiiiitiii-iit jMiur vivD' tl<iiveiit etre njetet's, }t:ir(fque daii-^ w-* luyt 
ft II* (':iii:ida pn iniereniciit oil titut le nMiide tnivaillr, il •• 
pniiluit pour t«ius ia bul><>iMaiie(* et que raU»i)daiuv ue ]ieiit 

j:im.i.*> l*-ur \eiiir que par raUiiidain'e di-^ lioiuniis II 

<M rait Ihiii i|l* n-iidre les rliar;;es et iM*rvituded tlouliirs a lV;n&rd 
d«-* ;::iri;Mii*> ipii he m* liiarirniieiit (Miiiit ii ret :'i::e . . . . et ^ 
rf^.tni de reux qui m iiililrrai«-iit avnir aliMiluuieiit r I lionet* an 
Uiarl:i>:i . il M'Hiit a pitqwis tie leur auij^i lie liter les eliar}!e!(, de \vt 
pri\ir de tiiU!« liuiiiieurb. iiieuie d'y ajnuter qui-Iqiie nian|ue 
d'iiit'aiuie. 

.... liji-ii que le Hoyauiiie do FraiH'e atth autant {teuple 
qu'arit-uii I'^iV'* du iniM)«li*. il est ivrtaiii qu'il M-rait dillii'ili* d*i-ii- 
tfi'ii-nir di- :;ra!i<lt"« aniift"* et de fain* pa-ofp eii meine teuip^ de 

l^raiidi-^ 1 «>!<>iiii"< daiis Ii«> pays vliii>;lie> II t'aul ilmii* »e 

ri**iuiri' a (in-r srii!<iiiriii eliaque annee avtv prirauti<iii uii 
liiiiMiin* iriialiilaiitf de I'uii (t de I'autre heXe, |Miur les eii\iiyer 
auCaijada it tmidtT print'ipaleineiit I'auijuii-iitaliiMi dr la enKniie 
ftur l'au;;iii«'iila(iitti drs iiiaria^ei^ a tm-aure que le iioiulirv det 
OuiiU* aU^lui-ltteni. 
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Lettrb dk Talon ▲ Colbert. 
{Extrait.) Archive* de la Marine. 

10 NOTEMBRB, 1870. 

.... De toutes les filles venues cette annee au nombre de 
165, il n*eii reste pas 30 a marier. Apres que les soldats veDos 
cette annee auront travaille k faire une habitation, ils se porte- 
ront au raariage ; pour quoi il serait bon qu'il plut a Sa Majeste 
d'envoyer encore 150 a 200 lilies. 

.... II serait bon de recommander que les filles destinees k 
ce pays ne soient nullement disgrileiees de la nature, qu^elles 
n'aieut rien de rebuttant a Text^rieur ; qu*elles soient saiues et 
fortes pour le travail de campagne, ou dumoins qu'elles aient 
quelqu*indiisti ie pour les ouvrages de main. 

.... Trois ou quatre filles de naissance* et distinguees par 
la qualite serviraient peut-etre utilemeut a lier par le mariage 
des otficiers (jui ne tiennent au pays que par les ap|)ointements 
et remolumeiit <le leurs terres, et qui par la dispro{>ortion des 
conditions ne s'engagent pas davantage. Si le Roi fait passer 
d'autres filles ou femmes veuves de I'Ancienne a la Nouvelle- 
Frauce, il est bon de les faire accompagner d*un certificat de leur 
Cure ou du juge du lieu qui fiisse counaitre qu'elles sont libres 
et en etat d'etre mariees, sans quoi les Ecclesiastiques d'ici font 
difficulte de leur conferer ce sacrement ; k la verite ce n'est pas 
Bans raison, 2 ou 3 doubles manages s'etant reconnus ici ; on 
pourrait prendre la meme preciiutiou pour les hommes veufs 

Lettre de Talon a Colbert. 
(^Extrait.) Archives de la Marine, 

2 NOVEMBRE, 1671 

. . . . Le nombre des enfants nes cette annee est de 6 a 7<'0. 
.... J'estime qu'il n'est plus necessaire de faire passer des 
demoiselles, en ayant re(;u cette annee quinze ainsi qualiliees au 
lieu de quatre que je deniandais pour faire des alliances avec lee 
ofHciers ou les principaux habitants d'ici 
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F. 
CHATEAU ST. LOUIS. 

Til 19 Ktnicturo, dostined to be fimoiis in Canailian hidtory, 
origiiiallj huilt bj Samuel di* Champlaiii. The collar 6tiU 
reni:uii<s uihIit the wooden platform of the present Durham 
Terrmtv. Itehiml the cliuteau wm« the art*a of the fort, now 
an oiieii M|uare. Id the most famous epoch of it« history, the 
time of Frouteiiac, the chateau wan old and dilapidate<l, and 
th«' fttrt was in a sad condition. **The walls are all down," 
writ4*a Frontenac in l<i81 ; ** there are neither g:ites nor gu:inl- 
hiMi?««*: the whtde place is open.** On this the new intendanti 
Mrules. was onlered to report what n^pairs were nee«ie<l. Mean* 
while Iji Barre had atme to n*place Frontenac, whose com* 
|ilaiiits lie repeats. lie f«ays that the wall is in rniii for a 
di^btnce of a hundred and eighty toise$, '* The workmen ask 
fiHiHt frano to refiair it. 1 cimld p't it done in France for 
:^NHi. The cost frightens me. I have done nothing.*' {l^ Biirrt 
ciH \t%Hi9frt^ \C^6'1,) Meules, however, reeeived onlers to do 
what was neoesL<4iry; and. two years later, he re|»orts tliat he 
ha-* rebuilt the wall. re|iair(*<I the foru and erect eil a building, 
iuieiHi«*«l at tir^t for the ccmncil. within the an'a. This building 
^\*mA near the entrance of the present St. Louis Street, and was 
eurltiM*d bv an extension of the fort wall. 

IX*nunville next appears on tlie 8(*t.«ne, with his u<ual dis|iosi- 
linn tt» fit ult-fint ling. The so-calli*d chateau, he Stays (lt>X.'i) it 
built itf w(M)d, '*and is dry as a match. There is a plai*e where 
with a bumlle of ntraw it could be set on tire at anv timi*; . . . 
•f»iiM» iif I lie gaii*a will not ehise ; there is no watch-tower, and 
DO filace to ftlioot from.** (DenonvitU au ^I/imu^y, 20 Aoul^ 

When Fronteiiac re«um(*«l the government, he was much 
disturbeil at the condition of the chateau, ami l>«*;;;:e<i f«)r slate 
to cover the irxtf, as the rain was coming; in everywhere. At 
tlie name time tlie intendant, Cliampigny, refMiru it to be rottao 
ami ruinous, 'lliia was in tlie year maile famous bj Um K 
L. and tim dMniAtic soisDe id t^*** hall <if I 
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LbTTRS DK TaLOV ▲ COLBBKT. 

{Extrait,^ Archivei de la Marine* 

10 NOTBJCBRS, 1870. 

.... De toutes lea filles venues oette annee an nombre de 
1 65, il n*en reste pas 30 a marier. Apres que lea soldats yenoa 
cette annee auront travulle k faire une habitation, iis ae porte- 
ront au manage ; pour quoi il aerait bon quil plQt k Sa Majest^ 
d*envoyer encore 150 k 200 iillea. 

.... II aerait bon de recommander que les filles destincea k 
ce pay a ne aoient nullement diagr&cicea de la nature, qu'elles 
D*aient rien de rebuttant k I'ext^rieur ; qu*e]Ies aoient aainea et 
fortca pour le travail de cainpagne, ou duiuoina qu*elles uent 
quelqu*indii8ti ie pour lea ouvrages de main. 

.... Troia ou quatre filles de uaiasance* et distingu<^08 par 
la quail te serviraiciit peuL-etre utilemetit h lier par le mariage 
des ofliciers qui ne tiennent au pays que par les appointemcuta 
et remolumetit de leurs terres, et qui par la di8pro[K>rtiou dea 
conditions ne 5*engagent pas davantiige. 8i le Roi fait pas<»er 
d*autres tilles ou femniea veuves de TAncienne a la Nouvelle- 
France, il est bon de les faire accompagner d*un certiHcatde leur 
Cure ou du juge du lieu qui fiu5se counaitre qu'ellos sont libres 
et en etat d'etre mariecs, sans quoi les P^Icclesiastiqucs d'ici font 
difficulte de leur conferer ce sacrement ; k la verite ce n'est paa 
sans raison, 2 ou 3 doubles manages s'etant reconniis ici ; on 
pourrait prendre la meme precaution pour les hommes veufs 

Lettre de Talon a Colbert. 
(^Extrait.) Archives de la Marine, 

2 Novembrb, 1671 
. . . . Le nombre des enfants nc^s cette annee est de 6 h 7^0. 
.... J'estime qu*il n'est plus necessaire de faire jKisser dea 
demoiselles, en ay ant re<;u cette annee quinze ainai qualilieea au 
lieu de quatre (]ue je demandais pour faire des alliances avec lee 
oificiera ou les priucipaux habitants d*ici 
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F. 
CHATEAU ST. LOUIS. 

Titi9 struct uro, (li*9tiiie(l to lie faiiioiiH in Canadian history, 
originally built bj Samui.*! tie Champlain. The cellar still 
rpraaiiis umltT the wooden platform of the present Durham 
Terrac^e. ItehiiMl the cluit(*au was the area of the fort, now 
mil <ipen 84(uare. In the most famous e|M)ch of itti history, the 
time <»f Froutenao, the chateau waH old and dilapidatetl. and 
tb«* fort was in a sail condition. **The walls are all down," 
writ4*s Fronteiiac in 1G81 ; ^ there are neither gates nor gu:inl- 
hiMi<«e : the whole place is open.** On this the new intendanti 
Meuleii, was onlennl to n'port what n*p:urs wi^re neetieil. Mean* 
while Ia liarre had aime to replace Frontenac, whose com- 
fdaiiits lie rep<'ats. lie says that the wall is in ruin for a 
di!»tanci» of a hun<lred and eighty toisft, '* Tlie workmen a^k 
61NHI francs to re|»air it I could gi't it done in Frano* for 
:;(NNt. The coat frightens me. I have done not bin;;.** {Im linrrt 
am MinUtrt^ 1GH2.) Meules, howi'Ver, rtH*eive<I (»nl«*rM to <io 
what was ni*ceA>ary; and, two yearn later, he n*|iortH that he 
hmn ndMiilt the wall. re|Kiire«l tbe fort, and ert^cteij a building, 
iut«*iidt*il at fin»t for the ixnincil, within the area. This building 
stood near the entrani'e of the present Sl I^)uis Stnret, and waa 
eurli»M^i by an exteoKJon of the fort wall. 

lX-non%'ille next ap(M*ars on the Mvne, with his uhuuI diAfMni- 
fion t«» fiiult-tinding. The Ho-«'alleiI rhutrau, he mivh (ItiH.'i) is 
built iif w<M»il, **anil it dry as a niatcb. Tii<Te is a plare where 
with a bumile of htraw it could l)e set on tin* at any timt*; . . . 
tfime of tlie in^tes will not cIom* ; then* i«t no w;it4*li-tt»wcr, and 
DO place to blioot from.** (Drmmrille au Mii*if(,t^ 20 Aoui^ 
16M.>.) 

When Front^Mi.ic re^-umed the jjovrninitiit, Ih' wm-* min'h 
disturbtM at the conditii»n f»f tin* rliuiem. :tiid Ih-.'i^i il t'ur sLite 
to cover the roof, hs thi* nun wu^^ roiuin^ in f\fi \ mIxti*. At 
the Mime time the int«*iidant, Cliani|ii;!iiy. rt|»i*r:<« it to U* ntttfn 
bimI ruinous. This wa^ in the \eHr ni:iilr famotii \%\ tin* Kii::li<«t 
•ilAA-k, and the drauiiitic m-cuc in the hall uf ihc uld buildiiii 
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G. 

TRADE AND INDUSTBT. 

{Eztrait.) Archives de la MariM. 

Lbttbb db Dbwowtillb au Ministkb. 

A QUKBBC LB 18 N0TBMBBB» IttS. 

• • • . J*Ai remarqa^, Monseigneiir que lea femrnes et filles, 7 
•ont asses paresseuses par le manque de menus outrages k ae 
donner, il y a un pcu trop de luxe dans la pauvrete g^nerale des 
demoiselles ou soi disantes ; les menus ouvrages de capots et de 
chemises de traite les occupent un peu, pendant Thiver, et leur 
ibnt gagner quelque chose, mais oela ne dure ptas, I'endroit de 
pauvrete de ce pays, est le manque de toilles et de seizes ou 
draj^Sf cepeudant c*est id le pays du monde le plus propre a 
faire des clianvrcs, et du fil, et par consequent de la toille. si on 
8*en voulait donner la peine. Mr. Talon s'y est donn^ du soin 
|)Our cda, aussi y a-t-il une c6te qui est celle de Beaupr<^, ou on 
en faiu niais ce n'est que cliez quelques habitaus. J'ai fort 
exorte la dossus tous les peuples d*y tnivailler, pour y r^ussir, il 
faut y apporter de la severite et de Futility si il y a moyen, ce 
dernier avce le temps et I'industrie arrivera, et le premier de ma 
part ne manquera pas, je n*ai pu avoir d*autre raison, pourqnoi 
on nc faisait point de chanvres, si ce n^est que Ton n'avait pas 
as>ez (ie t<.'inps, k Ciiuse que les saisons de labourer, semer et 
recueiUir soiit trop courtes, car en ce pays le bled ne se seme 
qu*en Avril et May. Si le Roy voulait acheter les chanvres un 
)>eu plus cher jusques k ce que Ton fut en train, cela pourait les 
aninier. avec uii ordre a chacun d en fournir une certaine quan- 
tite on poiirni les faire agir, si outre cela on avait quelques 
ou\ riers tisserands a distribuer par paroisses, et qui ne fussent a 
la chargt; du peu[)le que {X)ur leurs nouritures, ce' serait un 
moytMi pour fain> appreudre aux cnfants. Les Cures nous ren- 
draient eonipte du nombrc de ceux qui apprendraient k preparer 
la clianvre et (illasse, et k faire de la toille: avant que den 
venir la il faudrait montrer k filer aux filles et aux femmes, car 
il y en a tres peu, qui sachent tenir le fuseau, c'est en cela que 
les iilles de la congregation de Montreal feront merveilles. II 
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Hoot Mt rena de la part de Mr. Arnoal deux bariqueii de graine 
de chanvre qae je fbrai distribuer ei dont je me ferai rendre 
oompte. 

Je croyais, Monscigneur, uiie ordonnance ncH'OMaire encore k 
ttirv |K>ur eugager cha(|ue Imbitaiit k avoir d«}ux ou troU brvbit, 
uj en ayant |mib sutlii»am(*nt dan 8 le pay si. 

.... II n*e8t {Mu p«>HsibI<» (|u*ou no puiHne fairo une verrorie 
en ce pays, la plus grande afTaire nont lea ouvrivrit qui enchiSraa* 
sent tout car Ton donne ordinal re mvnt t*l rommuni^niont k 
chaque ouvrier |iar jour quarente sols nouris, cinquaiite iiolt et 
un ecu. et tou8 oes maraux u*en aont pa« plus riohe8 car ili uiel- 
Icnl tout k l)oire. 

Sign^: Lb M^"* dr Dknonyillb. 



MiMotsB A Moy^KioxKca LB Miaqrit db Sbiojiblat, toa 

L'fcT4nLI««BMi:!IT DU COMHKKCB KS CaIVADA, TUktHmk PAB UL% 
SlKL'MS CHALliXt BT lilTKKtX. 

(Extniit.) A rehires de In Mf trine. 

(JoiXT A LA LKTTBB HU SiBI'B DB RiTEBIJV, bt* 7 FETBIf.B. 1CM.) 

.... in fffft si O'tte colonic ii*a pa4 :ivttiifi* <l<*|»ui4 1«; t4*m|iii 
di* 6on (*talili*i«i«*im*nt, v'**^t qm* l«*fl babitanM qui la riim|NiM*ut ttu 
p;ir ItMir tii';;lii!i'ii(*(! nu |i;ir l<*ur p«'U dVx|M'Ti**nf*f* duns If** 
atf:ftiri*.-«. im (Mi tin p:ir l<Mir inipuiHsnnrp n«* m' M»nt paji nii<i vn 
•••t.it lif *«• M.Tvir ilfH uvaiita;;***! qu'»*il« ri*nfi*rni«* vn ^]U"mt*ttH'^ 
vi dt-^ int>\tMi!i qu'clle Itrur fournit |Hmr un oMunierre M#liiJ«: vi 
ctNi'»itii-r.ilil**. 

Car il nf fant |>a.«i rfjnpN'r la fraicu? dr* pf^llrt'Tif-H h la/piflle 
•f'ulf on •»'#•<«( :i(t.if'lit* ju»<|u':i |ir«*«»*nt et «|iii linira av#'<' 1«: t<'in|»c 
pur I:i <l«--tni*'ti>»n d*-« )»■«(«•<«. fninin** un ini>y«-n linipr** b mih 
av:ini-i-ni*'iit. :tii ri»ntr:iir«* Vi-x\t*Ti*'U* *• a f.iit ''•iiiip*i^(r*' quVIlis 
r*-i»*i I*"* li.ii'i'.irt* t'.«in«*in<» «*t v.i:;ilMti'I.. i|irill«« !•"« •!• !<iiirij«- iM 
1.1 «-iilt<ir** 'U-% ti-rrt.-s *\r U |MM*}if, tlr U na^i^Mtioii ti di:« au:i>sS 
eutn-p] " 
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IfiMOIEB DU SlBUE DB CaTALOOWB, XvotelBITBy BUB LBS FUA 
DBS BAB1TATIOM8 BT SbIONBUBIBS DBS GoUTBBBBMBVt DB Qoi- 
BBC, DB MOHTBiAL BT Dkt TbOIB-KiTZAbBS. 



(ET^trait, ^) Arckw€$ de la 

7 NOTBMBBB, 1711 

Ohtervations sur VetoMiisement — Que par rapport i b 
gnuide etendue qu'on a donn^ k r^tablissement, il ti'j a pas le 
quart des ouvriers qu'il fkudroit pour bien 4tendre et coltiver lei 
tcrres. 

Que lea laboureurs ne se donnent pas assez de soin pour col- 
tiver les terres, etant certain que la semence d'un minot de bl^ 
seme sur de la terre cultiv<$e comme en France, produira plus 
que deux autres comme on seme en Canada. 

Que comme les saisoiis sont trop courtes et souvent Ires 
mauvaises, il serait a souhaiter que TEglise permit les travaax 
iiidispeusables, que les fetes d'ete obligeiit de chOmer, etant tres 
vrai que depuis le mois de Mai que les semences commeucent 
jusque;} a la fin de Septembre, il n y a pas 90 journdes de trayail, 
par rapi)ort aux fetes et au mauvais temps. C'est pourtant 
dans cette espaee que roule la solidity de cet etablissement. II 
faudrait assujetir les babitaus negligeus a travailler a la culture 
des terres, en les privant des voyages qui les dispenseut de tra- 
vailler, et cela parce qu*uii voyage de deux on trois mois leur 
produit 30 ou 40 esous en perdant la sabon du travail a la terre, 
qui les fait demeurer eu friche. 

Les obliger de seiner quautite de cbanvre et lin qui vieut en 
ce pays plus gros qu*en Europe. lis 8*en reldchent parceque, 
disent-ils, il y a trop de peine et de soins a le mettre en ocuvre. 
II est vrai qu'il y a peu de gens qui 8*entendent et qui le font 
payer bien cher. 

Assujetir les babitans a nourrir et a elever des l)etes a comes, 
au lieu du grand nombre de clievaux qui ruinent le Pacage et 
qui entraituiut les babitans a des grosses depenses, tant que pour 
leurs equipages qui sont fort chers que par la grande quantity de 
fou rages et de grains qu'il faut pendant 7 ou 8 mois de Tann^, 

' This m€inoire is 70 pages in leng^. 
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t-tAiit trv8 vrii tjtic rcntrcticii d'uii cheval coutv aiitaiit que deux 

In f lift. 

( Mtlii^cr loH S«>ii;nour8 pour faiMliU^r IVtahlisHcmeut de leun 
Si'i;;iii*urie4 de doiiii(;r t«uiris;unineiit dos UTres |K)ur oommencvr 
a nil |irix motliquc vt ii cuu.Ntruire drs inoulius et les comiuodit^ 
|iul)li4|iU'!« ; pliiAirurs (n)iisoinuu'iil Iv tiorn do leur teiii|iti a all or 
fairt's Ifur fariiii'S ii 1 'i uu 20 licui's ct (jue leti Sei;rii^.|||<^ i\v* quo 
lt*?« S«'i;;ii«'uri«*s Koiit rtal>lit'8, cf>iKVtii*iit drs torri's miiih que lea 
tenaiirirrs Miii iii ohIigt'H de piiyer des rentes qu'apreti G Vkim que 
left U'rresi ik>ieiit eii valeur. 

OntuniiiT au grand vuyer do doniier sou application a faire 
etaUlir Ics cheuiins et {>oiits uoi.*es>;dre;i au public, qui est uiie 
lie«*e*iiiite fort es;»entielle. 

Oi»liger les habitant ou ci^ux qui sont en et^it, de faire des 
gn-niers |>iiuri|ue eli:u*un fui en etat de c<.Mi!ierver du grain pour 
deux anui'-ei ; ei'la fait une fois. Taltondanoe ms trouvera toujoui^s 
au (.'auiula au lieu que la plupart, faute de celte eoiniuodite, eu 
niaiiqiit'nt tres MMiveiit, el ant ubligt* de le vend re a vil prix. 

C'liatier KoverennMit ttms eeux qui H«uit convaincus de fraudc, 
nuiuvai>e fui et inqkosture, qui est un nial qui eonuiKMioe ii etre 
bien en raeine et qui indubi tablemen t le privera de Umt oi>iu- 
iner^*e, le« luarchaniis des lies et de riaisaiice sVu etaut deja 
plaints. 

ijui' i*oinuic il n*v a |t:is di* notain^ dans tous les lieux.que leii 
c(in\entii>n(i et les luarrhos fait^ en pre^Miee de deux teiuuiun 
vauilront fiendant un t4.Mn)»^ fixe. 

11 H*rait a mailiaitt-r ipie S. M. voulut etai»lir d:uift chaquo villo 
dt*zi <*tMj'««*il.s :i ju;;i'r KiUH frais hur li* fail tin <H>innierce et de:t 
atfairt'n ipii nVnin-nt pas d:uis la iiiutunie. CVs iMirtt*.H de pro- 
(V-«lur«'^ aiis*%i bim qin* K*s autrrs, ne priMinrnt au -um* tin que 
li»r*qui^ 1«*<« parties n'oiit plus d 'argent |N>ur plait ler. qui eM lu 
ruine fle^ ftuuille!*. 

Kn]^ji;;fr un certain iii>nibre du ^I'us du |*:iys a etudier le 
piloi:ii;e. 'iieuK' les otlioiern des tn>U]»e^, pariirulierenient «lu 
tb-nve St. I^iurent ipii v^i iren il.ui;;iTeu\. 1:1 plup:iri du tein|ia 
lie !*e triiuvant |i:is nn m-uI pil«ite en Canada, et ce|M*nilaiit oa 
cuniniei>r«r a douner dans la eiuiHtruetion ; le oapitaiue du P 
et M. I>upli*«Mi« uyant iui« un vaiM>eau de 3 a 4W tonp- 
les diau tiers. 
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GongiMier de temps en temps des Noldats en leur permettaDt 
de ae marier, apr^ quIU anront on ^taUiasement. 

11 s*est ^ubli une ooutume dans ce pays aatorisde par la 
magbtraU qui meme ne me parait pas naturelle, de laiaaer dai 
bestiaux ii rabaiMlon qui la plupait g&tent les graina et lei 
prairies, u'y ayant preaque point de terres doaes qui canaent dei 
oonteaCes et de la meaintelligenoe entre les voisina ; pour obvier 
i oela il (audrait qu*il y eut des gardiena poor chaque nature 
d*animauz pour les mener dans les communes, car tel qui ii*a 
pas uii pouce de terre, envoie sea animauz paltre sur les terres 
de ses voisins, en diaaiit que I'abandon est donne ; Si S. M. you- 
lait oouper la nicine a uue pepiuiere de proc^ et de m<§sintelli- 
geiice entre lea Seigneura et babitana, il aerait k soubaiter qu'elle 
▼oulut donuer uue ordonnanoe teiidante k ce que lea Seigneuries 
et autrea ooncessiona demeureraient dana lea limitea qu^ellea se 
trouveiit u present, sans avoir egai'd aux litres port^s dans les 
coutrats, pour lu quuntite et les nioibs de vent qui y soul an- 
nonces, etant a remarquer que les anciens Seigneurs et liabitaDS 
se sent etahlis de bonne foi, que les terres ont ete liinitees par 
des arpenteurs peu intelligens, et aujourd*bui que la cbicane est 
en vogue, cliacun veut suivre les terines de sou contrat qui ten- 
dent la phipart a riinpos>ible. Mr. Haudut a donne une ordon- 
uance a ce >ujet pour Tile de Montreal seulement. 

Comnie la plupart des rues de Quebec et de Montreal sont 
souvent inipraticables, tant par les roebers que par les bourbiers, 
8*il plaisait a 8. M. d ordouner que les deniers qui proviennent 
des aiuendes et certaiues confiscations seraient employes k les 
mettre en etat. 

Que la subordination du vassal a son Seigneur n*est point objet 
k . Cette erreur vient qu'il a ^uS accorde des Sei- 

gneuries ii des roturiers qui n'ont pas su maintenir le droit que la 
raison leur donne a Tegai-d de leur co-sujets, meme les olhi'iers 
de niilioe ({ui leur sont dependants, n*ont la plupart aucun ^gard 
pour leur bU|)eriorite et veulent dans les occasions passer pour 
independants. 

II sera it a soubaiter que S. M. vouliit envoycr dans ce pays 
toute sorte (Fartisans, particulierement des ouvriers en cordages 
et Hlages, des potiers et un verrier, et ils trouveraieut a s'occnper. 
Si S. M. voulait faire envoyer en marcbandises une partie dM 
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mppoitit«menii de Itleitn. lc§ ofliciora, ceU leur adoui-irait Is 
(tureh- qu'i^uz leuls tronvent dkus le p*J^ p*r U gninde cbcrt^ 
iJm mardundiM* caiiK^ pur le nauviut ntour d« Ik moonaw ds 
carte* qui fiut acheler 3 et 4 pour 100. 

Vku: Vavdkeuil. 

Vko: fiiuoM. Cataloohs. 



LETTER OF FATHER CARIIEIL. 

t CAmHMIL. DK LI CoMrAOVIB Dl 
■ ClUMPIUBV. 

(£f(rai(.*) .JrcAiret Kalianalei. 

A MlCIITLIMAKI'IA, LB 30 d'AoCHT, 1T(A 

.... Nos Miuion* «oiit reduitei ii uiie li-lle estrumit*!. quo 
DoiM ne pouvons (iliii 1c* aoutciiir contre utie inuliiimle inHnie d» 
dc-ordreii, du liruiulitez. <lu riulfiici-s. ■I'iiijuKiU.i.-s, d'impietc'x, 
d'impu'liciti-z, d'iiiitolt-iK'cii, dc mi-pri», il'imulteii que riiifiiinc et 
f\ine>i« iniittf dVau-do-viu _v t.-uu-« uiiii t-rM-lli-mi'iit ilarii route* 
le* iiiitioiiii <\'icy linuU oil I'ou vit-nt la fiurf, olliiiit ilc villnnrn t-n 
villa::f» ft couratit It-* htn ava-r unc quaniitL- pnwIi'jiruM' d« 
barilK, KiiiK giinliT nuiune nxiiiin;. Ki Sit M;tj<->U- uvoil vl-u 
uiM- M-ul<- r<ii> If i][it M jKiMU' i-l icv et a Mi>iitn-:d, ilitm tmiii ten 
ti-uip- qii'iiii y f.iii iviu- iiiidticuriuM- Iniitio.ji- rui- Mir quVllt^ na 
kiLiui-t-n)]! ]•»» un mnDiciii, tVv* U pn-inifiv vuc, it la Ut-tTL-iidra 
imur jaiti:iU >"ii* It't plu* ri<r>urcus<ii ]ivih*-i(. 

Ihui* !■• di-M'si-nir oil iioii-i M>ini»i-n, il iiti ixiun m>t« point 
duiitrt- |i:iriy ii iin.*iiilr«' ijiw n-lui d«- quiltt^r na* Mioiiiti!! et d« 

Ir- hIkhhI r iiiii iiuhuiii» iltMUHlt-vi.-. |«>iir y Oiablir l« 

d->iiiiiin>- .If I- iir lr:iilt.r, >i- livri'SiKTie el d.* l'iii)pur>-ti-. CVrt 

rr .jiK- ii>>u> M |irii|-.«.-r ii tii« kiip'ri'iiri I'li C'aitudii rl wi 

FrJiii---. y t-iai'' •■■•iiirtim- |«r IVtai iriiiiitilit.: ft d'impiii-^-aiim 
de fjin- :iiicuii fruit nil I'lUt ihmir a n-iliiitt jBir la [H-rnii^-iun de 
Cetla dt'tdmBblw trutt«, iwrmiimiuit quu I'mi ti'a idttviiw ilc Sm 
nieal« aparvut do ntmiBt qae Ion i 




428 APPENDIX. 

6tre fuusses, pennission qu*elle n'aooorderoit point, si oeaz ux- 
quels elle se raporte de la v^rit^ la liii fesoient connoiBtre oomme 
ils la connoiflsent euz-mcmes et tout le Canada avec euz, per- 
mission enfin qui est le plus grand mal et le principe de toiu lei 
maux qui arrivent preseutemeut au pays, et surtout des nan- 
frages dont on n'entendoit point encore parler id et que iicrtu 
apprenpns arriver maintenant presque touttes les ann^ ou <Lms 
la venue ou dans le retour de nos vaisseauz en France, par uuo 
juste puiiition de Dieu qui fait perir par Teau ce que Ton avuit 
mal aajuis par Teau-de-vie, ou qui enteud empecher le transport 
pour pr^venir le mauvais usage qu*on en feroit. Si oette per- 
mission u'e-^t revoquee par uue deffense contraire, noas n'auroos 
plus que faire de demeurer dans aucune de nos Missions d*icj 
baut, pour y perdre le reste de notre vie, et touttes nos peioes 
dans une pure inutility sous Fempire d*une contiuuelle ivrognerie 
et d*uue inipurete uiiiverselle qu*ou ne perinet pas moius aux 
traitteurs d*eau-de-vie que la traitte meme dont elle est raccom- 
paguement et la suite. Si Sa Majeste veut sauvor nos missions 
et soutt'nir Tetablissemeiit de la Religion, comme nous ue dou- 
tons puint qu*clle le veuille, nous la ^uplions trcs-humblement de 
croire, ce qui est trcs veritable, qu'il n'y a point d'auti'e moyeu 
de le pouvoir faire que d'abolir les deux infames commerces qui 
les out reduites a la necessite prochaine de p^rir et qui ne tar- 
deront pas li achever de les perdre, 6*ils ne sont au plus tost 
abolis par ses onlres et mis hors d etat d'etre retabli^*. Le pre- 
mier est le commerce de Teau-de-vie ; le second est le commerce 
des feniines sauvages avec les Fraugois, qui sont tons deux aussj 
publics 1 un que Tautre, sans que nous puissions y remedier, pour 
n*estre pas appuyez des commandans qui, bien loin de les vouloir 
empecher par les remontrances que nous leur faisons, les exer- 
cent eux-memes avec plus de lil)erte que leurs inferieurs, et les 
autorisent tellement par leur exemple qu*en le regardant on s en 
fait une permission generale et une assurance d'inipunite qui les 
rend communs a tout ce qui vieut icy de Frangois en traitte, de 
porte que tons les villages de nos Sauvages ne sont plus que des 
cabarets pour livrognerie et des Sodomes pour TLmpurete, dou 
il faut que nous nous retirions, les abandounant a la juste colere 
de Dieu et k ses vengeances. 

Yous voyez par la que, de quelque maniere qu*on ^tablisse le 
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n'fr III r 
11 i|U!iliii- ila 



un-> .LiiiH I.- Iil.rv 
e>|n-r;tiii-c liv fiiin- du fniii. il tiiut iii>u» OclivnT ilt-» (.Mtiiuuiii- 
(luii- ••[ ill' li'ui-s ;:;iniiMiiis iitii. Itk-u luiii dVMru iii'(X>Miirp's mint 
■II ■itiilniirc «i jHTiiirii'tiiM'fi ijut.- iitiii!t jHiuvoii!! <lirt> nrci> viViCii 
ifir-ll-'. xiNi If |ilii> :;r:iT)<l iitil 'Ic ikm niiMiixiis. lie -Mrvitiit <|i)'ii 
tiiiiK- u hi iniitc <inliN»irc ili-s vo_vuf!t>iir« el ii riivuii<vri»-iit ilc 1ft 
Fi'V. l>>*[iiiiii iin'i'llc!. Mint vi-iiucs i>-r Imiit, iioun n'v iiv<iii?i jiliu 
tpuifiii' iiiiTujiiiiiii uiiiviTM'lli- (ju'vllf:! out ri'|iiiiiilui-]i [lur li-ur 
\'f «-:i III lull' use ilaiiii (nils li-!< <r<|iritii ik- CfK iiAtJiiii-' ijui i-ii i-iiiit 
pnii-iitfiiK-iit iiifvou.^ Tout II- >tvrvice prt-ti-ii<lu i|ir>iii vi>ul 
lUin- criiirir uu lt»v ({ii'flU'S n-tidi'iit m.' rtnliiit ii i|iiuir<- priiioi- 
[Mlt-« ■Hvii|iaiiiiii>. limit iioiia vuu!i iirioim iiii^IiimiiK-iit ilv vuiilnir 
bii I. i..l..iiii.'r 1.- Koy. 

!■;» jin-miiTf esi ilt- li-iiir nil calwrvt jmlilic ireau-ili'-vie oil il« 
ta intiiti'iil (iiiiliiiui-lli-niciit mix Siiuv:ijr.-4 igni iit> n->*i-iit imiiit 
(II- K'i'iii\rtT, (|i)i-Ii]u<'4 i)|HisiiiiiiiH ijiiu iiiiiw y ]iiii->i>iiiiiH f.iirr. 
C<->t (-TI viiiii ipii- ijoii* Ituir |iiii'li)ii4 |H>iir li-t iirn-icr : iiniit ii'jr 

Nrvioir <lu Itnv i-ii viiulaiit t-iiijieclKT iiiiu truiiii- iiiii l(-ur twt 

L» u-riiii-ii- (MI-UIKllil 

[ni-i.- n rmirr.' |Kir li'« 



•t.-* 



y>l.l.'il 



rst •l-.-tr.- 



.I'u 



L'tiiiiTiiniKliiii''. [Hiiir y jKirriT Irnr* iii.ir 
vi'-. iijms sVin- iii-»iiim'iili'< i-ii«-mli|i' 
Hiim-'- siyt'iii iriiiiiri' •-liii iju Iny i\< 

Hill- iU I h.iil- 



ta 



►Vx.-i-iiii- iilii-i rii-il<-nii-ii( ili-t ili-ii\ r.11.1./ 1 

cut, iU fiiit i|iii- 1.-- '■i>iiiitj:<n<l;iii<i «■ f.r I |.« yi iiT |".iir g*i-r 

i[i|i'l-|iii'-> vhIIiIi-, iKililii- ••( M-aiKl;>l*-iix iiimI* wiiinl. •■! il f.utl 

n-<-ijir<>i|iii- lit ijiw li-it M<|iliii», ■iiiir'- iiu'iU ir.iiin-tit t< nr* 

|irii|in-i> iiiarchniii I !-•■■. w Ci^M-nt •■ni-iiri- li!< tniiili-ur* iIi- rilh-» 
ill- Iniis Ciimiiiniiilan* qui Hiuveitt iii^iim< ]•■■ iiNiip-iit il'i-u 
aclx'iiT il'i-iix imur It-ur pi-nnKlre Jalbr oil 111 wulant. 



j'ar liiHitL- 4l*a|wler par 
Iran ntr[» pnuvoicat 
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ment le commeroe le plus oi'dinaire, le plus oonUnad et le pin 
en vogae. Quelques eflTorts que puissent fiiire tous lea nuanon- 
naires pour decrier et pour Tabolir, aa lieu de diminaer, il ang- 
mente et se multiplie tous les jours de plus en plus ; tous les sol- 
dats tienuent table ouverte a touttes les femmes de leur oon- 
naissauce dans leur maisoa ; depuis le matin jusqa'au soir, elles 
y passeut le^ joumees eutieres, les unes apres les autres, assises 
k leur feu et souvent sur leur lit dans des entretiens et des actions 
propre de leur commerce qui ne s*acheve ordiuairement que la 
Duit, la foule ^tant trop grande pendant la joumee pour qa'ils 
puissent Tachever, quoyque souvent aussy ils s'entrelaissent one 
maison vide de monde pour n'en pas differer rachSvenoient jns* 
qn*k la nuit. 

La quatrieme occupadon des soldats est celle da jea qui a 
lieu dans les terns oil les traitteurs se rassembleiit ; il y va quel- 
quefois a un tel point que n'etiins pas contens d*y passer le jour, 
ils y passeiit encore la nuit entiere, et il u*arrive meme que trop 
souvent dans Tardeur de ruplication qu*ils ne se souviement pas, 
ou s'ils 8*en souviennent, qirils meprisent de garder les posies. 
Mais ce qui augmente en cela leur desordre, c*est qu*un attache- 
ment si opinifitre au jeu n*e8t presque jamais sans une ivrognerie 
commune a tous les joueurs, et que Tivroguerie est presque toa- 
jours suivie dc querelles qui sVxcitent entre eux lesquelles 
venant k parol tre publiqueinent aux yeux des Sauvages, causent 
parmi eux trois grands scandales : le premier de les voir ivres, le 
second de les voir s'entrebatre avec fureur les uns contre les 
autre?* jusqu*2i prendre des fusils en main pour s*entretuer, le 
troisiome de voir que les IVIissionnaires n*y peuvent apporter 
aucuii rc?mede. 

Voila, Monseigneur, les quatre seules ocupations des gami- 
sons que Ton a tenues ici pendant tant d*annees. Si ces sortes 
d*ocu[)ation8 peuvent s'apcler le service du Koy, j avoue qu'elles 
luy ont actuellement et toujours rendu quelqu'un de ces quatre 
services, niais je u*en ai point veu d*autres que ces quatre-la ; et 
par consequent, si on ne juge pas que ce soil la des services 
necessaii-es au Roy, il u y a point eu jusqu'A present de neces- 
site de les tenir ic}', et apres leur nq>el, il n*y en aura point de 
les y retablir. 

Cepen<lant comme cette ndcessite pretendue des Gamisons eat 
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]*niiiquo pretax te que Toii prcnd pour y envojer des G>nii- 
BuiiidHiii, nous Tous prions, Alonsei^iivur, d'etre bien persuade 
de la faussvt^ de ce prutczte, afiii que, sous ccs specieuses apar- 
enoes du service du Koy, on ne se fasse pas une obligation d*en 
eiivoyer, puisque les Comiuandaus ne viuunoiit icy que |>our j 
Ikii-e la traitte de concert aveo leurs soldat^t saiirt ne mettre en 
peine du tout le rcste. lis n'ont de liiii!H>n avin; les Mtsaion- 
naires que |Mir les endroits oil ils les croient utiles |iour leur 
tem|N>rel, et liors de lii ils leur sont (*ontnures des qu'ilfi veuleut 
s'iq)|»0(»er au de.*K>rdre quu ne s*accordaut ny avoc le s<*rvice de 
Difu ny avi^r le service du Uuy, ne lai>he |tas d'etre avaiitageux 
a l«*ur 4'onimcrce, au quel il nVst ri<«n qu*iis ne sacritieiit. C*est 
lii 1 'unique cause qui a mis le dcn'«;leiueut dans nos MiMiions, ei 
qui lea a tcllement desoleos |mr Tascendant quo lt*s Comniandans 
ont pris hur li*s Missionnaires en s*attirant louie Tautoritc soit k 
IV^rd des Fran^'ois, soit a 1 Vg:inl des Suuva;!es, que noua 
nnvuns p;is d'autn* |K)uvoir que celui d'y travailler inutik*meni 
sons leur domination qui sV'st i*lov(*e juH|u'h nous |M»ur nous 
fain* di's crimt>s civils vi dos accu!<ations pri*teM<lm*s juritliques 
rit*«i propres fonctionn de notre I'tat t*t dv not re devoir, iromnie Ta 
bMiji»urs fait Monsieur de la Motte (|ui ne voulait \k\s nienie que 
uitun nous M*rvisNioii8 du mot de dei«onlre et qui intento en eflel 
proeex nu |M're Pi net |K)ur s*fn etre servi. 

.... \'(»us Vf>yez, Mon^ei^nenr, que j<' me suis beaU(*oup 
etondu Nur Irs articles des Coniniamlaiis i-t de> piniis«ins |M)ur vous 
lain* eiimiirmtlre ([iie c'e^^t lii <lu'e^t veiui tout le ni.ilheur ile not 
Mi^-imis. CV siuii les Conimandans, ee sont les ^anuMMis, qui, 
M* jni;;iiant n\ro h's traitteurs d eau-de-vie les out eiitit'renienl 
drxili'e^ par rivn>«;iii*rit' et par untr impuilieiie pn'Mjue univer« 
H'll«* que Ton y a «*tabli«* |»ar une oHitiiiurlle iui{Minilo <le runa 
et dt* Taut re. ipii* Ii*h puiNsanoes riviles ne t(»leriMit p.M seule- 
nii'iit, niais qir«*ll«*H |M'rnic:tent, piiiM|iic 1i*h |Miuv.iiit fuqieelier, 
i-lli'h uv li'H i*ni|»^rlii'nt pas. .le ne eraiii** lUtiw |»iiiiii ilr voiu 
di'i'lartT qtii* M roll rrnii't ify liuut dans \nt> in:*««inii^ <ic*» Com- 
aimiLiiiH tr.tittrurt» et ilrs ;::iniiMiiis de snlihu* irtitit-.H'.. iinii^ ne 
d«iuri»iiii piiiiit qui* nous lit* s^ixons i*oiitraini> tl«- l^-^ ijuiitiT. n'y 
jiou\;«nt ri«-n fiin* |Niur Ir miIui lirn :un«-««. ("i-»i a vi»ii« il in- 
fomi«*r Sa M:iji*»l<* de r«*xtreuute oti Ton n«»u.^ niluit rt <l<* luj 
demander |M>ur nous notre del iv ranee, afin ipie nous puiMio 
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trayairer k retablisaoment de la Beligion sans oes empMieiiieni 
qui I'ont arrdtd juaqa'ii present. 



I. 

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE CLEBGT. 

HiMouLB DB Talow %xtr l'Etat PRissNT Du Cahada, 1667. 

(Extr€tti,) Archives de la Marine, 



. • 



. L'EccLiisiASTiQnB est compost d*un Evesqne, ayant 
le tiltre de Petree, In p'rirtibus infidelium, et se servaut du carac- 
tere et de l*autorit4 de Vicaire Apostolique. 

II a sou1)s [*0M«] luy neuf Prestres, et plusieurs clercs qui 
vivent en communaute quand ils sont pres de lui dans son Semi- 
naire, et sejMireineiit a hi campagnc qunnd ils y sont envoyez par 
voye de mission pour desservir les cures qui ne sont pas encore 
fondees. II y a parcillemcnt les Peres de la Compagnie de 
Jesus, au nombre de trente-cinq, la pluspart desquels sont cm- 
ployez aux Missions etrangeres : ouvrage digne de leur zele et 
de leur piotd s'il est exempt du meslange de Tinterest dont on 
les dit susceptibles, par la traitte des pelleteries qn'on assure 
quails font aux StaSuks [ Outaouaks]^ et au Cap de la Magde- 
laine ; ce que je ne sqay pas de science certaine. 

La vie de ces Ekiclesiastiques, par tout ce qui paroist au de- 
hors, est fort reglee, et pent servir de bon exemple et d'un bou 
modele aux seculiers qui la peuvent imiter; mais comme ceux 
qui composcnt cette Colonie ne sont pas tous d'esgule force, ny 
<le vertu pareille, on n'ont pas tous les mesmes dispositions au 
bien, qut'lques-uns tombent aysement dans leur disgrace pour ne 
pas se conformer a leur maniere de vivre, ne psis suivre tous 
Icurs sentimens, et ne s'abandonner pas \k leur conduite qu*ils 
estendent jusques sur le tempore!, empi^tant mesme sur la police 
ext^rieure qui regarde le seul magistral 

On a lieu de soupconner que la pratique dans laquelle ils 
sont, qui n'est pas bien conforme k celle des EccMslastiques de 
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r Andenne France, a pour but tie partagcr rautorit4S temporelle 
qui. jusquefl au tem]M dc rarrivee dea trou|)e8 du Iloj eu Canada, 
rviiidoit |iriiioipalemeiit en leur |M.*r8onne8. 

A ce niai qui va jusquos k gt'heuucr {jfrner"] et contniindre 
leH c«>iiM.*it*ticef^ el par lii dcsguuter \v* colons les plus uttachez 
au imvii, on |M?ut douner |K)ur n'ini*de Tordrc tie iMihmcvr avfo 
fiilii'!4>e vt niiKleration ivtte autoritu |Nir (X'lle (|ui rc»itie vz [r/a'M 
ief] |KM>»uiiiii"« eiiv<»yt.*eA fuir Sa Muje^uS pour lu (lOUviTiioineut : 
IV qui a i\v^}ii eU3 pratit^uu ; <lo periocttre d«i nMivoyor un ou 
dt u\ K<i-lL*Ma»ti<(ue.s de I'vux (]ui ri'OoniioiAMMit moins cette auto- 
riiL* ti'ni|Mirt'lk*, i't<pii trouMunt le plus |>ar leur conduite \v TvyHiA 
ill* la Colniiic, el iutnxluire quutro Kot*lcsiaiiti(|u«.*8 cntre len he«*u- 
li«'r!i iMi Ics rOpdiiTH, les fain in t hion autorifier |»our r:ii1iuiiiistra- 
titui fit's SarriMniMis, tciiiA qu'ils puisseut estre inquietez : autre- 
nii'iit iU <Ie\ ii'iidrnii'iit inutiles au |myA. |iarcv que s'iU tie ho 
cimfttrniitient pus ii la prati<piu du c<*u\ qui y sout aujourd'liuy 
M. i KveM]Uo leur di'tFtMidniit d*adiuiuistror les SaiMVUiuun. 

l\»ur i'stre niieux iiiforiuv de cette coiiiluiu* di's ciiiiM*it'utNM, 
f»n |M*iit iMitt'udre Monsivur DuIm)!;*, Auiuniinior au n*<;iuiiMit de 
(*ari;;ii:iu, q<ii a nuy pluMfurs C«mtV'SsioiiH eu MH*n*(, rt a la doM* 
ruU*t*. fi Monsieur de Hretiuivillieni hur ce qu'il a apiniit |tar lea 
Mi.vleMUJtiiquer» du SOU Sciuiuaire estubli a Mout-livaL 

Lettrb i>i' Mi!ri»T«B A Mr. Talov, *J0 FsTaiEa, 1G68. 
{Extraii.) Archiret tie la Mnrine, 

... II fmii que rapplicition d*un (touverneur et d*un Intnn- 
lijiic ai'le a wliiirir le mat. et u«»u \\ IVtfV't ipi<* le (iouveriieur iin 
•f j^irte !« aui'uiie eitremite. i*«iutrt? I."* Sieiirn Kvi'-quf ft 1«'«» I*. I*. 
.!«— ijiT*«. i|uaiid liiiMi inenie ils aunifiit :iliuV* du jH>u\i»ir qut* 
W'.if h:il»ii «*t le rf'»(NMt ipi'on a ii.it iirrllfineiit |Ni:ir l:i P TL::i'«n 
{•■iir •Itiiiiif. Kn *«• f*k»ii(fiit:itit par ilr-* <t»iit"»Tfin"»- jianiiui.in-i 
lit* r*-**«'rri-r (i* |NiU\iiir, autaiit ipii* s** {»<iiirr.i. il.ni" i> - )ii>r:if<« 
ii'jii*' 1« u'iji'u** anioiiii- v\ «-<»{N'raiit qu'-. *\ i.iii-l !«■ ; i;-* - : • ; . •» 

J-Ujii'-. •[ IL ••*! l.i M ul«* ft Ulii'|ilr rliii-f i|il'- >: • T ■ ■■• . .■ 

>r- * » -'J ••■r:i»iir ••t lutiii-l.iut ;i v «l":i::' r !■ :*- • .. . »: ■■ 

•••fi'. ! r.i'"ritf |{-i\.i!«- •! i: -t-ra l.i jii i- r* '. " ■ ■ " r. • 
vai^ira ^'iT 1 aiitr*- ft I.i mniif tuira •l.ii.^ :• >' • 

• . • Jr lie Ui't-x|ilique point a\et: \»'.i* - .: * . :. a v>'*iao 



I 
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je sals qu*k part sea bonnes quality fl [If d§ OowreeOe] a mi 
d'emportement dont il est bon qu'il se oorrige. Insiniiei Id 
aussi hoimetement les sentiments qa*il doit avoir e( oe que je 
▼iens de vous dire an sujet da Sieor de Ressan, et qo*il ne doit 
jamais bl&mer \a oondoite de r£vdqae de P^tr^ ni dea JimUM 
en public, dtant assez d*en nser avec ens avec grande droon^wtv 
tion, se contentant seulement lorsqa'ils entreprendront tiop de 
leur faire connaltre et d'en envoyer des memoiivs, aiin que je 
contere avec lenrs Superieurs de ces entreprises et en cas qa'ili 
en fiEissent qu*on puisse les interdire. 

LfSTRUCTlOH FOUB M. DB BOUTEROUX, 1668. 

(JExtrait,) Archives de ia Marine. 

II faut empescher autant qu'il se pourra la trop grande qnan- 

tite des prestres, religieux, et religieuses . . . s*entremettre 

quelquefois et dans les occasions pour les porter k adoucir cette 

trop grande severite, estant tres-important que lesdits evesque et 

Jesuites ue s'aper^oivent jamais qu'il veuille blasmer leur con- 

diiite. 

Sign^ Colbert. 

For the instructions on this subject, more precise and em- 
phatic than the above, given bj the king to Talon in 1665, see 
N. Y. Colonial Docs., IX. 2^ 

Lettre de Colbert a Duchesneau, 15 Avril, 1676. 
(Extrail.) Archives de la Marine, 

Eviter les contestations . . . sans toutefois prejudicier aaz 
precautions qui sont k prendre et aux mesures a garder pour 
empescher que la puissance ecclesiastique n'entreprenne rien sor 
la lemporelle, k quoj les ecclesiastiques sont assez portes. 

Lettre do Mivistre a Duchbsneau, le 28 Atril, 1677. 
(ExtraiL) Archives de la Marine. 

. . . Je vous dirai premierement que Sa Majesty est Inen 
persuadee de la pit^te de tons les Ecclesiastiques et de leurs bonnes 
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intentkms pour le saocez du tujet de lean miMionfi, mais Sa 
MAJeftU; veut qoe voim preiiiez gurde qu*iU D*eutn*preiiiieiit rieo 
tMiti sur son authuritAS Koyolle que 8ur la justice et police da 
pays et que voun les resserriez prtk;iiM*inent diUM le8 bomes de 
rautliorite que lea Koclesiiuitiques out dan« le R(»yauiuc, sant 
•ouifrir qu*il» leii iiaaseut en (juelque sorte ct mauicre que oe 
•oit. et ciate maxime geueralle vous doit senrir pour touted le« 
difiicultez de cette uature qui pourront surveuir; aiai« pour 
parvfiiir k ce point il seroit ueces8aire que vou*i-me«nie vtmn tra- 
Taalliassies ii voug rend re luibil sur ces matieret eu lituint let 
autlieurs qui en out traitte, observer tout ce qui se paMse et k en- 
voyvr tcHUft \v9 aim des niemoires sur les dilFicuhez que vous aurea 
ct auxquelles vous D*aurez pas pa remedier; considerez oetta 
matiere conime tret importaute et k laquelle Tout ne t^*auiiea 
diiuner trup d'application. 

Lbttbb du MiHitraa a Dccrbshbau, lb rBBMiBa Mat, 1677. 
(Extrait.) Archives de la Marine. 

. . . Je suis encore oblige de vous dire que Ton v<»it claire- 
ment quVncvre que le dit Sieur KvesMpie soit un lionune «le biea 
et qu'il fusi«e fort bien son «levoir, il ne lais^e pas «rafre<*tor une 
domination qui |la^se de l)eauix)up au delll ilfs bonnes tpie U*t 
KvfMpu-8 out dans tout le luonde chn*stien et partii-ulioriMiieat 
dans le K4iyaume et ainsy vous devez vous appliquer ii bit>n ix)n- 
noi^trt? et k S(;avoir le plus |iurfait4.'tm*nt que voan |M>urrez rit- 
t«'n«liie du |N>uvoir dt*s K\e>ques et Km rt'mrdt's tpie Tautliorit^S 
Rtiyalle a ap{H»rU* |K)ur en ein|M'^*li«T TabuH et b'ur tn>|i grando 
doniinatiuti. afin que vous puissit*/ d«* iNini'ert avco Mnii>i«'ur lo 
C'«»inte fie FrDnUMiac daiib \vt* iNvuhionK ini|M»rtant4'S y »)i|Hirt«T lt*s 
nit>nu*^ rt'imsleji, en qui»y voum «levez (i»ujours u;;ir avcr lMMUi*oii|i 
dt* iuo<li'ruti(in vt de retcnuf*. . . . Conune jt* V(>i» i|ue Moii:Hicur 
rKv^'-pie de l^urU*o, ainni quo je vims iI** vou?* din* ulViftr une 
aiithoriti' un |m»u trop iii<l<'*|N*iiil:iiit«* dt* rautlmriti* K<i\.illi- rt <|U(» 
par <M*tte ruiMin il Hfroit |K*ut*«*htrt' Imiu i|u*il iTrUHt {t.i«> 'ii' -i aii«-e 
daii!« It* (n)nM'il. vouh tlfVfz l>it*n exaniiiuT ti»u(« >« ii^ im-im-ioha 
et tiius It'H niovi'hs tpit* Ton |M»urr.ul pratii|nt'r, |fur lu\ lioiitii-r 
k luy-mesue I'euvie de u*y plus veuir; uiaia \ou& dt-wz i-n ct-la 
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▼008 oonduire avec beaaooop de retenne, ei Inen prendre gwde 
que qui oe soil ne descouvre oe que je Tons eecris but oe poinu 



MiMOIRB DU ROI AUX SlBUU DB FbOBTBMAC BT DB CBAMFIOVTf 

AMviB ie02. 
(ExtraiL) Arehw€$ de la Marine. 

. . . Sa Majeet^ veut aussy qulls {^Frontenae ei Champuptj/] 
asdstent de leur authority lea Jesuites et lee Recolets et tow 
autres Kcclesiastiques sans neantmoins soulTrir quMls portent 
Tautorit^ eccl^iastique plus loin qa*elle ne doit s'estendre. EUe 
ne veut pas qu*ils se dispensent de faire doucement et avec toate 
la discretion possible des remonstrances au dit Sieur £vesqii6 
daus les occasions oil ils reconnoistront que les Ecclesiastiquet 
agis^ent pur un zele immodere ou par d'autres passions, aBn fie 
rengager a y reiniklier et a faire tout ce qui depend avec lui 
pour prot'uriT le repoa des consciences. Les dits Sieurs de Frou- 
tenac et de Champigny doivent se tenir en cela dans les voyes 
de ia seule excitation et informer sa Majeste de tout ce qui se 
passera a cet egard. 



Lbttre DB Monsieur de la &Iothb Cadilijlo. 
{Extrait,) Archives de la Marine. 

28 Septbmbrb, 169i 
.... La chose ne se passa pas ainsi qn*il Ta racont^ dans cet 
article et le suivant ; ceux qui savent I'histoire de ce temps \k en 
parlent aiitrement et voicy le fkit : Monsieur de Laval fit 
diverses tentatives a peu pres commecelles q'on void aujourd*huy 
dont le but a toujours dto de pr^valoir sur Tautorite du gouveme- 
nuMit ; Monsieur de Tracy pour lors Vice-roy de ce pays, voyait 
traufjuillenient le desir de cette elevation, et oomme cVstoit nn 
Iionuue (K'vot, il ne jiigca pas h propos de preter le colet a cette 
coliorte Kf.'clesiastique, dout la puissance etoit re<ioutable. 
]Monsieur Talon dans cette conjoncture fit paroitre une plus 
forte resolution et risqua pour TintiTest du Roy de penlre son 
credit et sa fortune ; il vid qu'il falloit etouffer cet orage dans son 
berceau ct en fin par ses remontrances et par ses soins, il fi( 
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donner un nr:f*. fi vanillic et iv] qinl m IVioit propiw*. Mo-i- 
h'u'iir <le l^ival VDvaiit uNtrn i|iri>ii Tu^'iiii rtMi;::iiiic ot (lu'on 
la\(iic (i>ii|H.' a ik'ini-v*Mit, il i*n*ut >iiivatit la piili(ii|ur tlr l'K;;li>e 
t|ii il falli»it atUMiilrt; uii U'liips plu» favoraMe ; a\aiit <loiic mis 
iiriiit'o li:io. on turlia dv raju.ottT \vs at1'ain*.<« {Kir IViitrt'ini-i; iiieinis 
ill* MmiMiMir <le Tracy i|iii ul»tiiit dr Mmioii'Ur T.ili»ii an jiMir tie 
■a ri'(iiiii';li:iiiiiii f|tu* I'arivt cti f|iii*sti«>n M«'roit niyc rt li.itoiiiK^, 
iiiiii )i:i7* |Niiir Ic tli*>a|»riiuvi'r tai |»uiir I'avoir triiii\(- (*f)iiirairf Jk 
tniiti* l»«*iii.«- jii*>li«f, ciiuiiiiL* le VfiK |K'niii:iilt*r Iv proiurciir 
l^i'iuMul ; iiiai'« utiii i|Ui* Miiii^u-ur tit* I^i\al ii<* tut pa-* n'pro«'haMe 
dv ^vo ri'art^ i-t tlr m.'^ illjllM(■^ pivU'iitiuiis; ce fill uiii* t'oiliIi'vM* a 
Miiii^ifur Taloii dv hV-trc lai^M' vajiuTf par dv ivUvt* soiiiiiU- 

.... II taut rtn* ici |Mmr voir Irs iiii'iK*f^ ipii m; font toii.<^ Kt 
jiiiin» )Niiir n'n\iT<MT ]«' plan v lf«. pnijftA «riiii (■•>iivcnH-ur. II 
f.iiit uhi* t«'(«- ati-'fti tt-nni' ct auv»i plitinU'i- t|iif* o'lK* dr Miin<»i«'iir 
If Ctiuitc |Niur M' .MiuU'i.ir rontn'M 1i-a aniliu«i hf^ ipit* |i:ir(iiiit uci 
liii tlrrxM* : h'il vi-ut la \inix cda >iit1it )Miiir i|iriin -'y itppiiM* i-t 
ipi'iin iTif i|ii*' tiiiit t'Ht ptTilii : s'il v«-ut tairr la ifiiiTM'. i»n lui vx- 
|Hiv' la MiiMi- ilf l:i ritlli*ni<*. II iraiimit jicif tant il'atl'ai.fs Mir 
](■« lira>». ?«'il n'a\<iit pa^ alNili iin IIi«'rii'h«i ipii t-ialt iiiit* niai^iMi 
i|ti'- .Mi-«« I iir<* ilii N'-niinairt* i|f Munin-al a\(»ifnt t.iit hatir |Niur 
ii-nl'i-i'iiit r. i)i''i>ii-nt-iU. U-.h tilli> dv niau\ai*«- vi<'. .^'i! ai<iit \uiilu 
liiir |H'i iht'itft- •!<' pri'iiiirc ilf.o M•ltlal^ ft l«-iir dtinhfr fl*-'* ••lliiifri 
{•••ur alit-r liaii!^ if-* ni:ii«i>n<* arrai'lH*r tlf^ t'l-MiiUf^ :i niiniiit ft ruii- 
i'iii-f« a\ff 1* iipo man*. |Hiiir a\<»ir ft«' an iMJou I'li ni:f»'pif t{ l»% 
taiff ff ^M-r jii«4|Uf« an r^nii-^ d.iU'* i'*' llifriilm; r»*il n*a\ait rii-n ilit 
fn''itif t'l'ritr* •!• ^ ( uri"> ipii faUinf nt la p>n'li* a\i-i* d*-'* "'iliiat-i 
ft <ini iiii!ii:'-<i:f t.l • ii <■*[•■ ji^ tillfo vi If- t> mnb-* a •*«* rt-n}* ini'T 
it lit nt li* nil • • ]i<-/ f !!• •*. o'll avuit \i>nln il< t!i iiiln* •!•■ |f«irt' r <Itf 
la ilfiiit lii . ■» il ii'.iv><:t ri< n <iit -nr r»- t^\i'tiu r» tn*«iit la • '•niniiiiiif»u 
k lit*'* f* mm* " •!•- •jn.ilitf jMHir a\iiir utn- txniaii;.''-. •> .1 n*- « ••|i|M>- 
liiit iMiini fii>'iii*an\ • \i'itniinnn:iM(:'tii<i iiiT'iii j^ t!*- a ini! ti ;i 
traVfF*. an\ «"a!'l.ilt • i|ni ■•"•■n hniM-hi. ••';1 u*- ta;-i«ir !• - •■tli- .*•:% 
qu** Kir la \>'\» d*-* liMii.iinn mri**. «'il viinl"ii i|i'f1t-M'lif ■<• \ni ft 
r«-uii df \ i«- :in\ .*.imaj* H. fc'il m- iii<«iii( iniil feur * ^ '^ ('Uii.*« 

fiKt^ ft •ipi.i^ •!• |i.i!r'>na::f. iii .Moitnifur 1^ 
HI :t-la. I't -• i<»ii a''-nrf mtMil uii lioOV 
L>< iil>>l -n. ia I -:•- lif* plita gnUMl 
djku* ■'•' |ui* a Uni uiarrho. 
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J. 

CANADIAN CUR£s. EDUCATION. DISCIFLINS. 

Lbttrb DC Makquis db Dbkohtillb av MurivzsB. 

(Extrait,) Archives de la Marine. 

A QUBBBG 16 NOTBMBBB, 168i 

Vous me permettrez, MoDseigneur, de vous demander 

la grace de fidre quelqaes reflections ear les mojens d'occuper la 
jeunesse du pays, dans son bas ftge, et doDs 1 age le plus avano^ 
qae jc vous i\ nde oompte de mes peiis^ la dessus, poisque c*e8t 
UDe des choses la plus essentielle do la colonie. 

Pour y parvenir, Monseigneur, le premier mojen k mon grd, 
est (le multiplier le nombre dvs Cures, et de les rendre plus fixes 
et residentaires, Mr. iiotre Kveque en est si convaiucu par k 
connai.ss;inee q\ii\ a prise de son diocese dans ses vLsites, et dans 
le voyage que nous avons fait ensemble, qu*il n*a point de plus 
gniiid (Mnpressement que de pouvoir contribuer k cet etalilisse- 
nieiit qui serait un moyen sur, pour faire des ^ooles, auxquelles 
les cures s'occuperaieut et ainsi accoutumeraient les enfiins de 
bonne lieu re a s*assugetir et a s*occuper : Mais, Monseigneur, 
pour fliiro cet etablissement utilement, il faudrait multiplier le 
nombre des cun^s jusques au nombre de cinquante et un. Le 
memoire que je vous en envoye, vous fera assez bien voir, que si 
on les etend davantage et qu*il faille que les cur^s passent et re- 
passent la riviere, comme ils font k present pour faiie lours fonc- 
tions, ils emplojent avec bien du travail tout le temps quils 
pourraient douiier h instruire la jeunesse, si leurs cures (staient 
moins etendues. Outre cela, Monseigneur, k Tentree et a It 
sortie de Thiver, il y a pres de deux mois que Ton ne saumit 
piisser la riviere, qui en bien des eudroits a une lieue de largeur, 
et l>eauoou[) plus en d*autres. Si bien que dans oes temps il 
faut que les malades demeurent sans aucun secours spirituel. 

CVst une pitie, Monseigneur, que de voir Tignorance dans 
laquelle les peuples eloigned du sejour des Cures vivent en ce 
pays, et les ])eines que les missionnaires et Cures se donnent 
\yovLr y remedicr en parcourant leurs cures, sur le pied qu^elles 
Bont selon le memoire que je vous en envoye. Vous j verrexy 
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Itotueignenr, to clirmin qu'il leiir Taut faire poor vUiter lear 
p«roi«>v» dam le» rigueure de llitver. 

I*uiM|ue j'mi rnUm^ I'affitire des Cur^ voui me permettrea 
d'*dt«ver ile vou ilini que pour la pulwiiiiuice d'un cure kIuii !<« 
coDUkiitunvea que j'ai pu preudro du pavdt de|>uiB que j*y Huiti 
mIvd )e prii de* dennes on ne aauRut iloniier miiiiiH k un curd 
pour Ml tubaUuuHx que quatra cents livreA. monoye <)« Fraiic:r, 
aurmlu qu'il ne faut pa> eompur aur auruii revenaiit bun du 
d«tUna il« I'KglihO. II eat bien vru quit j a quvligun curva qui 
■out mieux p«.-u|>lees iluut lea dismea sunt uasex ntiaoiiablei pii >r 
pouvuir luSir k leur eiitntiuu, male il jr en a trei j>«a nur ca pied 
Ik. 

<r«i Irouvtf ici (fans le Seminaire de l'Evrrb& te commencn* 
ment de deux etaliliMtonienta qui aeruifiit wiminibli-* )Hiur la 
CuliHiie, si on lv» jNiuvait au^neiiier, vv. ounU Muniu-igDi'Ur. <)cuz 
maiioiu DLi I'un retire dea ciifaiH [wur Ira inHtruirc. duna I'mie on 
J met ctM)x auxquela on trouve de la divpuMiiun ]Hiur liii leltrva, 
auxqucllm ou laiutclie de Ic* riirnier ]Kmr ]'K;:li^e, qui dam la 
•uiie peuvfiit rvmlre jilun du mtviix qiiu \v» jiri'tn* Fran^aii 
^Unta pluii faiU que le« auirc* aux futigucis et uui niuitifrt-a du 
!»>"■ 

DauH Taulrc maiaon on j met ccux qui ne Mint pn>pr<rs qtM 
pour eire artiiuinii, et it ci-ui Ik on apprt-iidii dfii iiR>tien. Je 
cnjimiH quf oe M-rait la uu niovei) adniiralile |H>ur iiinimi'iii-cr un 
4ia))l)>j«n>ent de nMiiufai'iures qui mMit aluiiilmuviit nOce>Murea 
pour le i-vtMun dt- w pay*. 

3Ir. iMiin' Kvt-<|ue v»t cliarmc dc rea I'taliliaM-nx-nU, ct von- 
drait bi^n rtre eu etat de lc« »oiiIi-nir a-I au;;Tiienl>-r. Maia 
rwMiuw lout 11-la iHt >* [«-ut f.iire ohm di'-|H-n->- UdI ji-iur I'iiug- 
nK-ntdiioii liu ninnlin- d--* t'lin-s ijur |><>iir iilI.- .-•juV.' il«- inanu- 
fariurv. il >|u'il iiiin it-iidniii dm fain- '1.- in^iid**. i«iiir y n-uxir, 

je w \i>i. qil' imvMi a-Mire imnP "-Ij. ijui Miraii qm- 1.- Itoy 

viiiilut liii'ii dmitH'r Uiie ;*nf4-u abliave a Mr. uniri- Kirijiif -joa 
TaltwhtT il I'Kvei-lii-.iiiiniuc il n*a I't^pril ft le r»-iiri>>v-iijh-> iiim 
«||K Hiiiiii d>- fain- du iKfU am |.HUtrt^ rl mugtifuU-T la fni •■( l« 
aalut •I'-'i aUH-<. il )->t rrnain que S« Ma^', wiraM tr pl'i 
*i>ir eiiqiloi'T If reveDi) <ln oa I 
u-uvn-K. qui fi-raietit meriviJla p 
tieu et •• 
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«rai trouv^ k Yillemarie en I'isle de Montreal, nn ^l^lisae- 
ment de saeurs de la oonflrr^gation, sous la conduite de la socnr 
Bourgeois, qui fait de grands biens k toute la oolonie, elles 
furent brulees Tan pass^ ou elles perdirent tout ; il seroit fort 
ueceasaire qu'elles se retablissent, elles n*ont pas le premier sol, 
j*y ai trouv^ un autre ^ ablissementde filles de la providence qui 
travaillent ensemble, elles pourront commencer quelque manfiic- 
ture de ce cdt^ Ik, si vous avez la bont^ de continuer la gratifi- 
cation de mil llvres pour les laines, et mil llvres pour apprendre 
k tricoter. 11 y a encore un troisieme ^tablissement pour £a\n 
des mxdtres d*ecoles. 

II faut revenir 8*il vous plait, Monseigneur, h voir ce qui se 
peut iaire pour dissipliner les grands gargons, et pour donner de 
Toccupation aux eufans des gentilshommes et autres soi-disans et 
vivans comme teL^ 

Avaut tout, Mouseigueur, vous me permettrez de vous dire 
que la noblesse de ce pays nouveau, est tout ce qu*il y a de plus 
giioux et que d'eii augmenter le nombre est augmenter le nombre 
(les faineants. Un pays neuf demande des gens laborieux et in- 
dustrieux, et qui mettent la main a la hache et k la pioche. Les 
enfans de nos conseillers ne sont pas plus laborieux, et nont de 
ressource que les bois, oil ils font quelque traite, et la plupart 
font tons les desordres dont j*ai eu Thonneur de vous entreteuir, 
je ne m^oublierai eu rien de ce qu*il y aurait k fairepour les 
engager a entrer dans le commerce, mais comme nos nobles et 
conseillers sont tous fort pauvres et accables de debtes, ils ne 
sauraient trouver de credit pour un ^u. 

Le seul moyen qui me parait le plus assure pour disci pi iner 
cette jeunesse serait que le Roy voulut bien entretenir en ce 
pays, quelques compagnies, dont on donnerait le commandement 
a gens d'autliorite et de bonnes mccurs et appliques, comme a 
Mr. le Chevalier de Cailliere, a Mr. de Varenes, Gouverneur 
des trois Rivieres, ou au Sr. Prevot, Major de Quebec, avec des 
Lieutenants du pays que Ton choisirait, lesquels ne devniient 
]>oint avoir peine d*obeir, k ceux auxquels uaturellement ils 
doivent ob^ir. 
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INDEX. 



ferred to Docfoni of SoriMmne and 

chief people of CanadA, 3Si6. 
Braun, Father, sermon on Church and 

State. 166. 
Br^beiu, Father, miraculous eiBcacy 

of his bone», 180. 
BrMa, treaty of, Mcured peace bstween 

Entfluh and French coioniei. 199. 
Br^Hoieis a nan of sisterhood of St. 

Joseph, 46; piety and culinary alcill, 

51* 
BrigssR, Claude de, tortured to death 

b" Itoquois, 57, 58. 
Bullion. Madame de, *'the unknown 

benetactress.** 45. 
Busy season, the 386. 



0. 



CanadiL condition of, in 1660-1661, 63, 
64 ; domestic quarrels in, 83, 84 ; in 
state of trani»itioii, 106. 107 ; gnveni- 
nicnt vested in c-ouiicil of nine, 135; 
dawn of a lH»tter day, 179. 

Canadians, pride and sloth, chief faults 
of, 257, 258 ; physical characteristics 
of, 378 ; conflicting estimates of, 388. 

Carheil, a .Jesuit priest, cited, 315, 319- 
322 ; letter of, touching missions, 
427-432. 

Caripian-Salieres, first regiment of 
regular troops sent to America by 
French Rovernment, 181 : its historv, 
181, 182 and nt>tt ; its members dfs- 
char^ed and made colonists, 218. 

Carion, a lieutenant, assaults a brother 
ollicer, 371, 372. 

Casgrain, Abhc, cited, 294 note. 

Cataloi^ne, report of, on condition of 
Canada, 2.j4 note: report of, 25)7; 
Mi'mnire of, 424-427. 

Catholics in France, parties among, 
95. 

CtnMtaire^ tenant of land ai ccnstve, 
249 ; rij;ht» of, 250-252. 

Cmitive^ en, a kind of tenure, 249. 

Chalons^ Sicur de, Kiverin's partner, 
2;)3; joint nn'm>irf of. 423. 

Clisn piji^iv, intendaut, letter of. 257; 
ref» rredtOj 370. 

Chaniplain,his strong missionary spirit, 
107. 

Character, Canadian, formation of, 
394. 

Charlevoix, Father, statement of^ 123 ; 
reference to mines, 210 note ; opmions 
of Canadian stKiety, 392, 393. 

Chaniv, son and successor of Lauson, 
32. " 

Charron, alderman and syndic of Que- 
bec, 153. 



C^tmr, nephew of Gen. Thmj, kflkd 

by Indians, 191. 
Chateau St Louis. 41iM31. 
GhAtel, a nun of Siateiiiood of St. 

Joseph, 47. 
Ghfttelain, Father, hia prfinir dispo- 
sition, 360. 851. 
Ghaumiinot, a Jesuit, tnvor to Onon- 

dagaa, 16, 17 ; letter of, tfl, 83 noU, 
Chaumont, Ohe^'alier de, member of 

TVacy*s staff, 178; aftiicted with a 

blister, 194. 
Chesnaye, Charles Aubert de la, letter 

of, 835 mjfr, 336 »4e. 
Children, bounties on, ^7 ; gratifring 

results of this poHcy, 238 ; Baudot's 

opinion of, 376 mti«\ 
CItidre, La, a forfeited grant, 849 mote, 
Closse, Blajor, killed bv Iroquois, 58. 
Colbert, Jean Baptiste, letter to Tenon, 

143, 143; minister of Louis XIY., 

his character and aims, 17SI-196; 

authorities, 173 note : instructions 

to Talon, 309; scolds intendants, 

277 ; instructions as to Jesuits, 334, 

3^35 ; letter to Talon, 416, 417 ; to 

same, 433; letters to Duchesueau, 

434, 435. 
Colombi6rc, vicar-general, eulogy on 

I Aval, 165. 
Colonization, military, peculiarities of, 

231, 2:tt. 
Couimunication with France, rarity of. 

288. 
Cum|>any of the West, its creation and 

purpose, 174 ; how it oppressed 

Canada, 175. 
Confessional, the, use of,by Jesuits,35l. 
Conversion of Iroquois, political biguif- 

icance of, 317. 
CoieSf formation of, 234. 
Council, sovcreijrn, reoi^ranization of, 

154; constitution and {towers of, 

267, 208; in session, 271, 272. 
Councillors, character aiid tenure of, 

274. 
Courcclle. See Remy. 
Court Ill's (ir btdf, 310-313 : punishment 

of, 310, 311 ; their return, picture of, 

312, 313; uses and life, 313-^3 15; 

missionaries* complaints of, 321. 
Coutume de Pars, 252. 
Cn»Io, a nun of S.sterhood of St. Joseph, 

47. 
Cur<^s, fixation of, 161 ; this policv far 

vored by the king, 338 ; Denonville's 

views on, 438-440. 

D. 

Dablon, a Jesuit, envoy to Onondaga, 
16 ; preaches against theatres, 347. 
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Dammif*. MiifiWi*n. momher of Tjiva1> 

rtfiiiiifl, I'i'i: ain"»t i»l hi-* !»«ili% 2-Vl. 
I>aiilM<-. .\«|jim, h.mii- riiliriiri-r nf, 

7( Mi: . I. Mill of. Al : nivtil (MimiU 

fn»iii iii\«-i"ii, ^2 ri"/i . 
I>aii\ir-i< n-. \a' li»vrr iW U. foiiiiilir 

of Si>tir!i<Ni.| v( St. .IiiM'ph. 42: 

«kriili nt. 4.'i: iiiiniile «n>u^lit in 

Iii« tN-hiilf. 4rt. 47. 
|)»ini-r«. Iiio •■iii^MiiiliT wilti \ji KhmI- 

i ri'. W-i. .170. 
|»i-iiiMii«. Iiiiw tlu'V wmuifht M^aiiiot 

till- .li^llK'*. •(!■ 

Iiiii.i'»\ illi-. ^ii\iTiiiir i»f <'iuiatU, Irtti-r 
I.I, 2-*« . «•■■«■"»•. -i**. :ML ^ll'J: 
|if ii>:li I iiiiiiM-l uo tti III* iiiiMii- III litf. 
:ill (4'i: ill Kiiiiit iif lii^iinlrr^ ill I'll- 
oil*. -I*.'!. ■•7«i; lii« \i.w* iiii ri-ariiii: 
rliilln II. 477; Irlhr uf, mi »iin .., 
4W-4li». 

I»i«ii>\i-r\ lif ili<'(iri-ai \\V«l, rifi-n-iu-i* 

I... -ill. 
Iii-i--<i< r III llii' I t'|iiii_\ , I nii*>ri «if, '174. 



I, -1. 



Iti.l!i> r i|i-< \i>..i-ii..i ii''ii*t.i'\tnn t« fniiii 
wnuM^ii iif. 4"' « '', 4» ni7i, .Vi, .'iH, 

i: •. 7*1. !•*:. ■-•: J J-*:, jj »: •■xi'i«'H" "f. 

1:*4. l.».'»: *• III til I i-rt -\mii'. hi« ml- 
\i!iiuri«"i ••"i.'J'I: hi" wrl> i>iiii-, 
*Jr*: lii« u..rk. •.•»■». 2*1 n /» ; a 
|i..i. i iKjVti r. -172. hi- "(nry of an 
liiitinw. M I. 

Priiiik. iiiii -•. iif-l ili-trurlive vIit in 
ii i"iiv, -!:h. 

|»i. It'i-. I .III lJ.i|'ti*'i\ t Kniii h 
iil1:i i-r, i|i |iiiti A (•• l:iUi |iii«M'»>iiili <*f 
M-I..i»»k i...p.!r\. r»H 

fiii' h< •iiiaii. iiifi i.'l.tiii. Ii-Mi r f>f. '2'>7 : 
li..iiii< il I<>r iif .i-iiii ita»- of |H<|iitl.i- 
II- II. 277: 111" I'l.iii t" •■!ii«iiir.i«'i" 
li-li. '1. -. 2'"» . • i!"l. ;il«>. 511. 177. 

|>ii l.hi.!, ii i,»»i"i ■ 'IH •!• ri'iiT, 2'il ; 
III* «« !i' nil iif Kii^uiii.'iii^ •' HitUiM'it 

Iliiiiit >ii:!. .!_•• lit I'f *".'iiM-inv iif Ni *« 
I '.I'l' • . I 12: r^ii ■ • ■» •t«'"jn .i' <,*M' *••« . 
I .2. 1.1; .III* iii|-:'. -11 li;« l»I« . I J*; 
rrriir nf. I.i7 n '• / 'n* J'.'l" •"• ■' ■'■ ■'• 
] I', i 1> '*-i « t>> 1 r.iti- • . Ul. 112: 
h- I ri ■■ ■;'.i' III- iif'i.i'. 114 •■■'• .' "'•• • 
r . I . • ■ .,• I I i.ii ^ ^ii jir> III ( aii^'i^. 
411 4! i 

|hi II- :.'. Ill ••:!•• I r >i lit fr>iiii Irjtii*' 
•• f. |N.ri nil i.'iiil.riiin ii( i'jiiail4. 

I W 
l»- ; x.I'i.i'.t :i.-h. ■! f'lr I .\l ri""!!-^ 

fl 1|. \ . |".|.. ..•■..' ..f < .l':^'Il.in. .'M'' 

I'.t l'.\«. /.I. Il.lf\. 2'. Ill' llH.llH**. 

Iiuraiil.iv I, l.a, 2 rJL .12<J n>4f. 



E. 

Karthfjuakr. thf. l•2.^-12^ 
ijirth-.li.|t-, 1'27 ami ■•'€. 
llilui-aiiiMi. ••mipillf «1 hv lit 1r«ia*lira, 
:iri'.«: liran«iif!> uf lianiiii^ I'UK^'i 

Ktl-, .Ir»iiit li«hiTii'« nf. .'J.W nt'tt. 
KUriiiiii*. |iiiMir, |)rii|>«iM'ii br m 

M</y. 14:». 
l-jiii:;rani«, ^^hiiiincnt i»f. l«»^in, 21A; 

|iriN r*<i uf «i-ii.|iii^, '21>i: iharailrr 

III. 217 ami h. tt. 
Knii:.rMiii>ii, crumih nf ^'aiiaila by. 219 

ff /. ; ifo-dtiiih I if. 'i't<>- 

l'jiL:li..h iii|miiii'«, t iiiM|i.in*nn t>f, with 
< aiKiil.i. I auM-* of iliiir ^itati-r prua- 
|N-rii\, ^r.Ni. 

K-ini«lr<i. Mnri-cbal d\ viceroy for 
Aiiivrii-a, 170. 



F. 



Faillon. .Vhfi^. author*!* ini1rbt«<*J 

In. •il. <i2 !•• ff. 
1-air*. ::r;iiii| annual. ^»l. *»4. 
hrlami. .\lil'f. Iii« ilif. iit of I^val, 

lit. 114: liriil. *247 N.-ft. 
Fin»*. Jill III r. All il.- la, inriiilirr of 

fji^al'* I Kiiiii il. l-M'i. 
l-ViiiLili'.iii, ;raif>).|jii;iiiL; nf, 24-1; 

•■•MiiM.il fi-aiiin' nf. tiiikiinwn in 

raii.iilit. 24.'i. ili«liiiili\v fi-alurv of, 

in I aiiiiild. 24.H 
rni.lll. •"•, mlnliial, liiniillli'll of, 2lf'i- 

.hil. 
1-irt-, hiiw thi'V wi>nr iiiaiia^^il in i^e- 

li.-. ..:H4. 
1 1, iiii-h Kiofanl. Ihi". a h.ilf-»'rrcd 

l.inkri.f MiihjHk*. II. I'll. r<2- 
Kniiiaiiifli'.faii. (iiiiri nf l.«'Ui* \l\.atf 

liri 
li.rt WiIImiii Ilmry. *\W nf. I'J.I. 
1 »;ilii • . < aiaiJi.ili" I 'I J^ TH.lMul to "^ 

Inn. !<>. uitii.iiil !• J\>. m'^\. 
I r.iii. Ik I"I. M.iHi.itni. I :i|Iiir< nf, .1. 
1 'i-uiii. ■ .!• "UJ! i-ri' -I. 21. 
I fl !:• Il >\ ■(• III < t • il-'iil. JiMi'fl. niir ail* 

\ ttii-i.:i 1 1. I ■** 

I r. Tii Kill. II. • iiu- A** •!. Ii»* ■■'. !••'• ••■''. 

I ri.wli t ai , ' •■III'!. ■ 'Il : '.in* • f •• afx ity 
III |-.i'.ii.t u'fl*. 22': w \»- .M the 
Tijiiilv ni.f«!.<'i.. 12.^. • !!• 'l. . 4fi. 

lufirj.i. . :h'.!»» i:- ,1'' _ .;.ii.;i« •, 

,1.1*1 . il -, .n''i , -1. ■, -I II. lit !«i 

|'.i:iii, ■. "i .ii 1 i.iii-."j'" r. •■! fiir«, 
;.n7 ■ iinitn'i- I*. .i-'T, f**. anuJhff 
^\u\, .l"». auili'.rr.i'-" mi, ■•"* " '" i 
i;r« al r% il iVBuilioK Im^ 
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niDBX. 



G. 

Qabourr, Loniii, paniahed for eatiiig 

meat 'in Lent, 283. 
Garaconti^, an Indian chief, friandlj 

t> Jesiiius 184. 
GardtM dt la marine^ appointments to, 

858. 
Garneau, cited, 217 noi^, 
Gaireau, a Jesuit, murder of, 81. 
Ga"iaia-Dupont, royal commiuioner, 

16; biM inj«tructioo». 186 note; 

memorial to Colbert in tne Dumwnil 

cane, 4(HMU. 
OtntiUhontrnta^ 255, 256 ; povertT and 

idleneM of, 257 ; painful poMtiun of, 

260; their adventuroua life, 261 { 

their diKoverien, 261. 
Giffard, a prominent citizen of Quebec, 

137 mtte. 
Girls, education of, 365. 
God<^, NicoUf*, 55. 
Gossip, fondness of countrr women 

for, 387. 
Government of Canada, nature of, 

264, 288. 
Governors of Cauada, rank and duties 

of, 2(>5, 2i>6. 
Guiinont, ljni\\ a pious cripple, 36.3. 
Guion, Jean, how he reiuiereid hoiuage 

to his sei^ior, 246, 247. 



n. 

JTnhitnntB^ tenure of, 245, 246. 
Harlay, An'hhiihopof Rouen, CoIbert*8 

letter to, 222. 
Hazeur, builds a saw-mill, 2^3. 
Heresy driven out of Canada, 354 ; the 

search for it, 3.>4, ^155. 
Hemiita^*, the, Nio«»Ie's account of, %%- 

9'{; object of founders, *J3 no/e ; tiis« 

torj- and purpose of, 40-M07. 
Henel, i'rancois, letters of, 07, 68 ; his 

caa'er, 68. ' 
History, Cunndinn, Ensclish conquest 

tt e p^nd crisi> of, 4i)0, 401. 
Ho<'(|uart, inteiidant, his estimate of 

Canadians, 38.). 
Holy Family, colony in honor of, 43. 
Hoi v Family, Conin'^^pition of, a S4>urce 

of infonn'ation for the priests, 352. 
Holy Familv <»f Jesus, Mary, and 

Josi'ph, Mildiers of, 60. 
Holy virj;in, proprietor of Montreal, 

61 and Ni//r; miraculous interposi- 
tion of, 70, 71. 
Hoina^ of vassal to seignior, how ren- 
dered, 246, 217. 



Hngaeoota, conTerrioin oC, 180-lflls 

rutrictiona on merchanta, 8ilL 
Hunt, Prol. Sitny, on MrthndadM^ 



fbenrflle, Le Mojne d*, 261. 

Ignorance of (^>anadian», 965, 806. 

Indian converts sent against rfsw Eng- 
land, 818. 

Indian women, reprodncthra qoalities 
of, 228 note, 

Indiana, edocatlon of, 163 ; aa an ele- 
ment of population. 2;£8 mtte. 

Inns, peciuiar leguiations touching^ 

Intendant, the roval, rank and duties 
of, 264-266; his secret reports, 266, 
274; nominally ruling power in col- 
ony, 275; his troubles, 275, 276; 
onunances of, 277. 

Irreverence to God, punishment of. 
282. 

Isle aux Oies, scene of attack bjr Mo- 
hawks, 15. 



J. 



Jansenists, the doctrines of, 88 ; a raid 
on, 01-93. 

Jesuits, the, pro^^^mme of, 96 ; prin- 
ciples ofj 166; desired bv Indians, 
235; their self-ilevotion, <tl8; influ- 
ence over Indians, 31U; their con- 
nei*tion with trade, 328-^iU noir; 
watched by order of the kiiic, 332 ; 
long the oTily coufessors in the col- 
ony, 352. 

**Jes*uits in North America," referred 
to, U. 

Joliet, Iy)uis, established fishing-fita- 
tion, 2i)3. 

Jouaneaux, his misfortunes and his 
gratitude, 52, 53. 

Juchereau, Mother, extracts from writ> 
inp< of, ll\i, 212, 381. 

Jud^', office of. in Canada, 270, 271. 

Junieau, a nun, humility of, 52. 

Jurisdiction, th«.', of several tribunals, 
2(M), 20 J; of intendant, 271. 

Justice, adinlulstratiou of, 27 L 

K. 

Kalm, a Swedish botanist, his sketch 
of Canadian traits and manoers, 389- 
3l»2. 

Knighthood, a Canadian order of, 375^ 
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L. 



La Baitp, cited, 353 mi4f ; complaint 
«if l«wl«*f!tiii*Mi, 373, .'174. 377. 

I^n DurBiifayc, « Kr«>u<b uiIkxt, ifil. 

l^iiiAu, liiM Ixxik ou IriMiUiii* cited. 30. 
31, m'te. 

U FiiiiiAine, Sir L. IL, cit«d, 247 

\a Kn-di^rr, Major, hi* iicentiouMieaa 
aii'l I vraiiiiy, :UiJ^ .'(70. 

I^ lluiifaii. i*lirt4ti of iiii>thrni of Can- 
adit, tiK ±il: cilfl, 2:i», ;»S4. 2Jl, 
34H: i'«tiiiiatt' of ( 'niiadiuiiii, .'W8. 

I J .It 11111% hatliiT, iiivitfd to c1i(h>»« a 
lii«hi»|i fur (aiiuita, 87. 

I^li-iiiaiit, KathiT .li'nniir, n*forvni'o to, 
11-1, 12<), 1*22: cximrt* fnMii writin:r!» 
of. 124, 125, 152, 154; u ted, 322, 328 

rtt Ir. 

Ijiiifi^'non, |>rv.<*idi*nt of parliament, 
120. 

Iji MtittM^adillac, a v'n'''A«'fiiiNf rt>rf>r, 
2>il; ii-id. 3t4 ni'/f, 341), 35<»; let- 
ti r .if. 4MJ. 4.{7. 

Iji Mt.iji hf. iiriilifwof Annahotaha, 79. 

l^ii^'ltti-, Nmi. a var|ienter, tKiuiiiei 
^t-iii|,-iiij|ii. 2<'»(i. 

1^ r«itlifri.- titrtl, 387. 

U Sail.. 2';i ; iifitl. ;I2'»..151. 

I.M IV^M-ne apiMiiiiti-«l member of 
toiiiiiil liy M«-zy. 154. 

Iji Tour. AMm'. imin uf. I.VJ m^tt ; 
tc-iiiiiniiy an In i|uam-l uf l^\«| mid 
>I « /y , 1*:^ m-tt : 1 i! i-d, 217 n.-tt, 
2.i8; <iii fii.hii.ii-. :t81. 

l^uMin. j^'^ynior «if Canada, dwiile« 
if «-«t«i>li.h a Kreiuli rnlnin' at 
( Hiohdii^a, 2k> : liii* intiluitmy,' i-l; 
111* iiiAiiiiir of liviiti;. .tf 1. 

Iji% Al-M'iiitiiitin-iit \, |-r»iie«*i* Xavirr 
t|i . .V*\n- lU" .Moniiu'ny.' okrh li nf, 
87. H.H. hi« iraiiiiii;;. •.•4."'.»5; Ii«h.|i|,- tti 
>iil|-irinn-. 1*7 ; apiHiiiiti-it ^raint 
\ uar Jiai-^tiilii , !«7 : 111* |Hi*iiiiiii aiiii 
«)i.irj«i«r, It>.[. 1<M» ; n f iirii«tii ) ruiiir, 
I ■'! . i-ti«< t* I )i{iii.:i « III ^iiii niiiit lit 

• if t \ii..i.l.i. !■.'•. niiiin- til ( niuiila 

• :;tt . iil.ir ji i! |*>M< r«. I U\ : li,« |>ii|i. v, 
1.7. "i.tit- I'l lii> ■•inii^-ili. |."i.'i, 
i. ••. f •.. . .1" : ■ ,il.. |.".;i ; f r»t l«,.h.|, 
«.! « ^» ,1 If.- _ hi • . |tiii!iil« a *• III ':.4r % 
i'»' . ! \ r ■ .. • t t ,.!• *, i», I , ),.,«, },,. 
:.• ■ ! • .' ' l'«J !•• i . til- « l,.i'.ii I. r 
a ; u. •!., |i.4. li.** r> -j^t •. ji. 1 I. 

■•• ■ .».. < ; il. I '.11 It , .i '^ , 1 1 .' -1 .In '..J- 

• ' ^» '■■ A'-' ii-i-n, 4'i; . H.:li 
I -I ■• . • \ ' ? -f. vi 

!• V-r. in- '..111! ..( Mi.mr,-.il. .'.J ; 

ii .1 .• Jk !«• iit.i iiii II inr Okkj lt^ri«, 



La Bcr, Jeanne, wtorr of, SSS-UO: 
•avea the cuuutiy f ruin l-ingiitti inri^ 
ftion, 35!). 

Le Cien- cited, 917. 

L« MjIiiv, a prievt, 41; bin marder 
and hia mimculoua handkerchief. 
65. 5«. • 

l^ Mi-nierj Father, extracta from letlcr 
of, 5; citM, 11, 21; vaiualile faet 
aUiut rattieiinake*, 20; cilud, 27. 

2y. 

U Moyne, Charlefl, 73; return from 
capiixity. 184; ftketch of, 2Bl-2il3 
aint «K</r. 

La* >loyne. Father Simon, envor to 
IMiumiaica, 11-14: iuciieii Inujuoia 
to iiial^e war on Kri«'«, l:i, 14; MOt 
on iiii^fiiiiii to Moliawkit, 15. 

I.A>n>l«'ii, oMtoiii i.f ManiuM da TVacr, 
oaptun-d by Indians 1^1 • 

LA*«ilik'ui«-n'«,' l»uchewi« de, Charla- 
v«»i.x*ii li-tter to, :tit2. 

hfh rt rrn/r«, mutation finei^ 250. 

1.4>nii4-au, an rn«i;pi, aMaulied by 
Carii.n. 371, 372. 

l-oui-i, tather, prior of Jacobin coDreot 
at Cain, 14*1. 

I-4iui- .\I v., Kinir of France, hi« acr«a- 
^i«•n. l»;;i; hi* tit»«iti«iu and vhara<'ti-r, 
17i>-172; hi. inter\">t in Cantila,218; 
faiiit« 4.f hi* rule. 284; how he piv- 
erii.ll, 2H5. 2H/i ; imi a pn>hihiiiiiiii«(, 
iW7: hi-. di!>tru*i nf Uval, 3:(4; hia 
r>-.|iitl fiir«f, li->ia«tital fiowrr^, 331 ; 
hi^hUnility toi aiiaitiant hurxh.:<:M, 
3.17 : I iht !■ ul hi« iiitenentinn in 
ptirniuirnl of Canada, 3li8, 9^; 
twifftiVr nf. III Mil. Fiuuteuac aod 
Chainpi^'py, 4.1(1. 
I^iuMuni, lk-rniert>!i de, founder of 

Hiriiiiiaj.f, 88 : hiii U-lirf, UO. 
Lm ieD'. Iji Mitile de la, omuiuAadant at 
frurt 5t. Auu«, 202. 



M. 

-Mar^, a nun nf «ii«t(rh'KM| of St. Jo«€ph, 

M.»'lry. Al.liniian nf ijiii<lH«c, l.Vl. 

M.iilM. iri:i-4ir>r i<f M^drhiK.-l of St. 
.1.... |.ii. 4J. 

-^*»"'f- .MiiLirii. .Ji. how ihr ruled 

Hi. kr ^. Jvi, ■>:. 
M.ii-<<i:iit .,\t , |*.u,j f liLiimlfv «!•■, j:t»e- 

.i: . r -I \|..-.--.^ . 44.>». f... ^x-.U- 

11. .It;. .11. Ml. Ill . r. ■,...%. 1 l.v M«/v 

147. 
M.i;,... r, I.f I,:;..,..;, ,-r:.-l. tolj 

K lllii • a :t ! ..f. ;M i-,l.»J 

M.iiiiil.i. Jur. «. iji.j •■ V . UK tit I.f, in, 
Man. lit I I*., jrujii.-u, U'tters uf, J 
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n^te, 181, 183, 18-% IM, 197, 900, 817 
fK*/r, 21U, 2±2, 242. 

Man-vU, vifiitiiin, and voices 184, 1S5. 

Maxariii, va4-ilUiion of, 84, 85. 

Max<i, IV'rniine de, M>n of Duroesnil, 
Id*!, 134 : appointed member of coun- 
cil by Mizv, 154. 

lleetiiip, public, reatricted, 880; of 
mvn-liantH forbidden, 801. 

Montal iiiinro^'ement of Canadian*, 865. 

Mennu, TeuxTet de, secreUiry of 
LavaPn councilj 136. 

Meule*, hii* menn'ire cited, 881 nt4e, 

ll^zy, Sieur de, appointed goremor of 
Canada at Laval's requent. 135; 
arrival of, 136; itlietch of, 145; his 
piety and humilitv, 147 ; cliaii(c<e in 
nis character, l48; breach with 
Laval, 14il; threatened with wrath 
of the cliurch, 150; appeals to the 
JesuitH. 150-152; removes attorney- 

Senerai, 152; is recalled, 155; His 
eath, 156, 157; his will. 157; his 

chan^'9 apiinst I^val, 158 notr ; 

conv>iMin<k'iK'e with I^val, 41-], 414 ; 

letter to Jesuits, 415. 416. 
Michilliniuckiiiac, centre of beaver 

tradf, 319. 
Mills on Ihe frontier, 2-)5. 
Mission-days the end of, 331. 
Missions, 3*16 ; hanl>liip!i and horrors 

of, 317, 343 ; Father Carheil's report 

on, 31U, 320 : effect of, on people and 

country, 3(»8. 
MituviinVg, an Algtmquln chief. 75. 
Mohawk^, |>ersi>tent hostility of, 183; 

puni^huK•llt of, li>5, 19G. 
Montnia^iy, ptvcnior of Canada, 107. 
Montreal, >tate of an arrival of M(»n- 

trealists, 49, 50 ; Argenson's opinion 

of, 117, 118; remnant of founders 

of, 84 : tran>ferred to Sulpltians, 84 ; 

de.-crinlion of, 240, 241. 
Montn-alii-ts, disin^enuousness of, 49 

and uoft ; .vunerin^ of, 51. 
Mnnilp of families watched bv priests, 

348: 1^ ]Iontan*8 testimony, 349; 

military intlueuce on, 369. 
Mr rel, Father, hi> jtanHrhial eharjije, 341. 
Moriii, a nun ot Sisteriiood of St. 

Joseph, her account of Indian at- 
tack, 53, 64 ; letter of, 369. 
Municipal regulations iu Quebec, 383. 

N. 

New Enc:land, colonists of, their char- 
acter, 397. 

New France, Company of, its reanima^ 
tiou, 132 ; forced to give up its claiODB 
on Canada, 135. 



Kioolla, English goremor of Hcv 

York, propoaea conquest of Gan^ 

da. 199. 
Nobility, French, peculiaritSes al^ 854. 
NobUur, a Canaaian, king attempts 

to form, St37 ; all Cuada '"^■'»"*»fd 

with, 856. 
Nottl, Jean, renders homage to BritSik 

governor. 847. 
Ko«l, Philippe, father of Jean Koil, 

847. 
Nuna, devotion of, 856. 

o. 

Officers, French, missioiumes* oqb- 

plainta of, 880. 
Oneidas, persistent hostility o^ 188. 
Ornamental arts, 898. 
Oudiette, a monopolist in transport of 

beaver-akins, 806. 



P. 



Perrot, Nicolas, author of i/awrs des 
Sdurnfftit^ ld2 nt'te. 

Pi iart, letter of, against Quevlus, 86, 87. 

Pilots, lack of, 296. 

Poncet, a Jesuit, capture of, 3 ; narra- 
tive of adventures, .3-7 ; release, 8. 

Population, why it did not increase, 
229 and note ;' statistics of, 237 mttt. 

Poverty of colonv, causes of it, 380. 

Pretpxtata, terrible punishment of, 346. 

Priests, rigid piety of, 344. 

Q- 

Quebec, alarm at, 70; description of, 
2^i8, 239. 

QuevIus,Su1pitian candidate for bishop, 
si : appointed vicar-general of Can- 
ada, 85: ex].)erionce at Quebec, 85 
note ; his policy, 86 ; Viger*s notice 
of, ST note ; opposes Laval, 97 ; sent 
back to France, 98 ; R*tums to Que- 
bec; the (juarrel n^newed, and 
Queylus a^n shipped to France ; a 
rei'onciliation effected, and iv:tums 
to Canada as a missionary, 99-108. 



U. 



Raguenean, a Jesuit pries^ spared in 
a massacre, 33; referred to, 113; 
tells a strange story of a vision, 185 
nott ; his iuquisitiveness, 350. 
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IUi«in. a nun of Si»t«riiood of St 

Jf»fi«|ili, 47. 
Kaiik. (pmli'itnf Mtcial, 387. 
lUuilot, luiriiiUiit, hi^ opinion of Ca- 

UAiliAn i-hililn'n, •i7tf n- tr. 
Kr«t»|lci«, Ui<f, 't-io; tiirir colUtiont 

with '24uitj», 3^1; tlivir rompUint>, 

/fWiri'HiM, of thr .IfAuitu, excited «pirit 
of S'lvfrnun* in Fruucp, 177, lH-1. 

K* li.:i<»ii, n-\ivAl of, ml Qufttrt', lid; 
111 lUv iiiilil''n)r<«s pu'turv of, 34i. 

l&^uiy. hail i* I ill-, Sii-ur \\v i'oun-t'll^, 
ApJMiiiiifil ^iviTnor of ( AuaiU, 17U; 
ni«h «')i|H'ilitiiin and failurv, 18G- 
lUi) : it« rtlivt ou lntliAii«, 1<J0. 

Kf|ii-niii^iy, iiMvor of (^u«*lii'«>, 153. 

lkJ«hrlii*u.* iir>«t pUuitcU fvuiialium in 

Kivtrm. t-«tal»li«hi*d fi»heririi, Sl)3; 

jiiiiit Mr '**-irt of, 42-). 
Kiiiui>, Chunh of, Ptnin^^vtt inrtiwnoi 

in khaptu^ colony, iO*). 



s. 



Saint Andr^, an cmicrmnt *hin, 41. 
SaiiK .\iiiM. ilu IVtit rail, «tirin«> of, 

htiwr It WA-* ttuilt, 'kUi; favohUi MUat 

tif ('aiia<la, ^M-t. 'i^U n<«/r. 
Saint Aiu'if'tiii. .M'tiUt-r Catberina de, 

hrr \ i«)*iii, I'i'i. 
SAiiit-( a^iiii, a j/tntitJkiimmt ru\'rr, 

•-».l. 
Saint l-ili. i:t'\ n-lic* of, mvived at 

Saiiii I U\ i.iii, nVwn of, rvcrived at 

«Jo»»t. IH». 
Saiiit l.ii«">it. tti'tk |i>i«M.'4"i«in, fitrkin^, 

••f iii>|M r ijkio, Jl i. 
Stiiii \!.«r\ ••! (ijiiiiriitaa, ini««ion of, 

2.1 aiil •! •• 
S«iiit ( *>ir*, ill «titiitiiiii (if. 2*»^ 
S4!ii !*■ r. , .li.tii, •ulijtvi lit minul^, 

.1 *. 

S.i:'it Siiii'in, 'iftn^irrS nf, rit<^, 284, 

2'*:. 

Sj.ir-X^'.i r. Ijixai'a •iirif»Mir in 
|.,.h<«(.',. : h-.M- hi- iinilht Ij|\ai'< } 
W"k. •!■. Ill* • ti.l".!! ti r, •)!.* , >li*- ! 

till l.iiii •■|<iiii>>n* III, an to itinditjiin | 
«il {■ ■•!•!• . iTT. ITH. . 

Sl.'!'» I I • .I'M \a, !'i*i. 

>.i..iri< • . { (■..'■li- »:U, , r«, 2S4. 2H:i and 

•I •• 
Sa!;. r. ., , . : -M. 1 •,( n ^iiii< nt ( 'ari,;nau* 

N^ r. .. J"*! 

Ml— ;*, 'r.n I -i'l-i*** I'f. .l»l«»: Ijival'*, ' 

•Pit. *-i< • • ••fiiluiily in uiakuu; t^uud 1 

C'alliolu*, Mi. ' I 



Spiinii(*rial tenure, H» diiciiMioo, 953 

SflfZnuvr^t niilitarv, how ther Ii\-rd, 

<:i-(-i:l5; vivil 'status of, Mi, 246, 

)i48 ; iHiwrn of, ^.'li. 
Scniinan*, fouudi-d bv Laval, 160; ita 

wvaltH, 163, 164. 
StTV-ant*, ttntms of, 2fCL 
S(>tilrr^. thtir hanUlii|»«, 341, 943. 
Siii|»-liuildin)C, li<-»;innini; of, 2Mi. 
8U\fn- in Tanada, U'^iuuiug of, 388; 

Indian* i*n«lavrd. 388. 
Sot-ial pli-aukuiva, i\'|(ulatiua of, 344- 

347, anil 347 mitr, 
Soi-ivt V at QiHrbec, fcatuRS and quality 

uf, :toH, 387. 
Sulpiiiaua, a itligiout on;aiiixatioBt 



T. 

TadouMar, a trading rtation at moutJi 
of Saicuonay, 9.17; saUi of brand/ 
prrniitltMl at. ^\. 

Talt*n, .Iran llaptiMr, rDval intendant 
of < 'anada, 176 : hi- iM-P'orial ap|irar- 
aiuv and ijualiiiratiiiii>i, *.^i7: if>i«ayt 
to calvanizi* the mloiiy, 2>>1< ; i*n- 
aui;ura(r> roiiiiiM-n'ial and manu- 
fM-tuhni; rnttT|iri«r«, 21<^213: hit 
probtly, 214: kitcr* tu I'olUTt, 418; 
fN#M»«Yir on Maltf of <*aiia«la, 439, 
433. 

Taxation in <'anada, ."iiU. .1i>9. 

TviniH^raai-i* nivrtiiu:, tir»l on the coB- 
tiiiviit, 329. 

Toiiiiit-ninrr i|uo*tivn, ihr, 121 ; in% 
f^Uf of tkrandy. lit. .122. 

Tiliy, lie lianlrur dr. infinbrr of I^l- 
val't vouiK-il, l.'W ; r\'a|ipointed, 
154. 

Tortiinc of priMimn pi'nnitt«*d bj 
Jf»iiil«, rtt^-Tl "■ 'i. 

TurtiiH' |M niiiitril liv Kn-ni h law, and 
pniifi»cd in < 'aiiaiU« 9K1. 2H4. 

Tuui hi'o. rrniiiiii- dr«. •nil id l>umea- 
ml. killfd l>y Moli'iMf, l-t4. 

TouniK-iitr, <'api*, \h-m fmin, 909, 
:t*i3. 

Tnii y. MArr)iii« dr. lii-iiti naiit-i.*fn*>ral 
of Canada, arrival of. 177. 17H: bit 
\iO'roii« {"dii y, IMI ; r\)kditloB 
a«'Aiii«t M<*liawk«. r<2: nii**i atK*- 
«i*«*(iil of all i-\|N liiltiiii* af^iutl 
liilian*. 2*i 

Trs'l**, ru'lit ff iiiiMi'« In rnca^^ ia« 
2^*; ri >tn< tfii uf. :£Ai, i<U. icival* 
(••t r\tl iif. 2*2. »iaii«lK-B of. 
Hi'!'' ; l>euouvtlU't Icttar ' 
493. 
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V. 

VareniMi, Ben^ GftulUcr de, a French 
cfficer who muried a bride of tw«lv« 
year% 827 note. 

VaiiMnr, an engineer, extnct from let- 
ter of, 3M. 885. 

V^nmdrve, Varennet de la, diacoverer 
of Rocky Mountainf, biith of, 8i7 
not€. 

Viftnal, Gunianme d^ a priest, 41; 
killed and eaten bv iioqaoia, 67. 

Villetrefl, Tklon's, i36. 

Villeray^ Kouer de, member of Lara!*! 
council, 138 : ArKTenmni^s opinion of 
him, 188; banished by M^y, 186. 



VitiT, Slemr da, aided hi aitabUshfaif 
fialMry, SM^iM. 

w. 

WHdiefl, learrity of, 865; a Hugncnol 
s pecimen, 866- 

Wives for settlers, supplied bv the 
king^ 819; their quafity. SlU; for 
eflkeni, ''select youufr ladien," 819; 
a glut m demoiMlleii| 820 ; character 
of, 820; matrimonuU re<nilation«, 
KB, 823; ** mixed gwnW* 8:24; 
matrimonial market at Quebec, 823. 

Women, Iroquois, political righta of 
80iia<«. 
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